2 "4 45 4 "Y 


; +4 59% 
d, 


„ „„ 


orals'\ 2 Kefie ctions, 
Alſteacted fm al. 
| PARTY. CONSIDERATIONS, 
Sg | _ ADAPTED 
3 -CAPACTITIE S; 
= [And deſignd to promote . 
RELIGION. MORALITY, 
8 * AND, 
UNIVERSAL BENEVOLEN NCE. 


— 


eee ee eee eee s 


* 


— 


When 


— 


unn 
* 


— —ͤ— w — —— ˙mü K̃— — — ee — — —— 


containing ne Hundred aid Forty Farm 5 EP. a Cn | i | 
Eng An — C VL] to each Falle. Te . hh, 


Tet; . 
"BY MR RICHARDSON = 


] 
| 


nne 


<4. 


pu 5 N 4 
- 5 7 i 
+6 #,” : 


TITLE TE PE hid 


* T4 fekte ban, Ae a ue 
1% 2G. C77 RLa RWiahy 
iy UK 2 


e 


N "HEN . are ſo many Editions of 
Aſeb's Fables, it will be expected that 
ſome Reaſons: ſhould be given for the 
55 Appearance of a new one; and we ſhall be 
Nas brief on this Head as the Nature of the Thing will 
admit. Of all the Zng//b Editions, we ſhall conſider - 


only two, as worthy of Notice; to wit, That of the 


celebrated Sir Roger Leftrange, and that which appears 


WE under the Name of S. Croxall, ſubſcribed to the De- 
dication. And when we have given an Account of 
BW what each ſays for his own Performance, it will be 
our Turn to offer ſome things to the Reader with re- 
= gard to our preſent Undertaking. _ 
When firſt I put Pen to Paper upon this Deſign, : 
W ſays Sir Roger, I had in my Eye only the common 
School Book, as it ſtands in the Cambridge and Ox- | 
Ford Editions of it, under the Title of Æſeßi Phry- + 
= * gis Fabulæ; una cum nonnullis variorum Huctorum 
Fabulis adjeSis Propounding to myſelf -at that 
Time, to follow the very Courſe and Series of thät 
Collection; and in one Word, to try what migkt 
be done by making the beſt of the Whole, and 
= © adapting proper and uſeful Doctrines to the ſeverat 
Parts of it, toward the turning of an excellent Latin 
© Manual of Morals and good Counſels into a h. 
* lerable Engliſh one. But upon jumbling Matters aud 
i e together, and la; aJing one Thing by an- 
wy A „ other, 
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PREFACE 


upon that Subject, towards finiſhing of the 


——A TIER 2 35 
And a little father, This Rhaþ/oedy of Fables, i 
ſays, he, is a Book univerfally read, and taught in 
all our Schools; but almoſt at ſuch a Rate as we 


other, the very State and Condition of the Caſe 
© before me, together with the Nature and the Ren- 
* Jon of the Thing, gave me to underſtand, that this | 
Way of.. proceeding, would. never . anſwer my End: 
Infomuch that, upon this Conſideration, I con- 
ſulted other Verſions of the ſame Fables, and made 
my beſt of the Choice. Some that were fwice or 
thrice, over, and only the ſelf-ſame Thing in other 
Words; theſe I ſtruck out, and made one Speci- | 
men ſerve for the reſt. To ſay nothing of here 
and there a trivial, or a lege Conceit in the Med- 
ley, more than is, that, ſuch as they are, I was WM 
under {ome ſort of Obligation to take them in for 
Company; and in ſhort, good, bad, and indifferent, 
one with another, to the Number, in the Total, 
of 383 Fables. To theſe I have likewiſe ſubjoiau- 
ed a conſiderable Addition of other ſelect 4þ5/ogues, Mt 
out of the moſt celebrated Authors that are extant W 


teach Pyes and Parrots, that pronounce the Words . 


them: Or, to take it another Way, the Boys break 


their Teeth upon the Shells, without ever coming 
near the Kernel. They learn Fables by Leſſons, 
and the Moral is the leaſt Part of our Care in a 


Child's Inſtitution : So that take them both toge- 
ther, and the one is ſtark Nonſenſe, without the 


Application of the other; beſide that, the Doctrine 
Itſelf, . as we have it, even at the beſt, falls in- 
finitely ſhort of the Vigour and Spirit of the Fable. 
To ſupply this Defect now, we have had ſeveral 


Engliſh Paraphraſes and Eſſays upon, Æſaß, and 
divers of his Followers, both in Proſe and Verſe. 


The latter have perchance ventured a little too far 
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without ſo much as gueſſing at the Meaning of 
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from the pretiſe Scope of the Author, upon the 


Caſe | Privilege of a poetical Licence : And for the other 


hoy of antient Date, the Morals are fo inſipid and flat, 
N1S 1 £4 


End: and the Style and Diction of the Fables ſo coarſe 
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and uncouth, that they are rather dangerous thau 
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profitable, as to the Purpoſe they were principaliy | 


made intended for; and likely to do forty times more 
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Emblem without a Key to it, is no more than a Tu. 
if a Tub; and that Tale, ſillily told too, is but one 
Folly grafted upon another. Children are to be 
taught, in the firſt Place, what they ought to do: 
2dly, The Manner of doing it: And in the third 
Place, they are to be inured, by the Force of In- 
ſtruction and good Example, to the Love and 
Practice of doing their Duty; whereas, on the 
contrary, one Step out of the Way, in the Inſtitu- 
tion, is enough to poiton the Peace and the Repu- 
tation of a whole Life. Whether I have in this 
Attempt,” adds Sir Roger, * contributed, or not, to 
the Improvement of theſe Fables, either in the 


ogg = © Wording or the Meaning of them, the Book 
Zn. = c 


as we 
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ture to pronounce upon the whole Matter, that the 
commodated to the Allegory; which could hardly 
be ſaid of all the Tranſlations or Reflections before- 
mentioned, which have ferved, in "Truth (or at 


ſhould nt do, than what we Hold. So that in the 


Miſchief by the one than Good by the other. An 


muſt ſtand or fall to itſelf : But this I ſhall adven- - 


Text is Engliſh, and the Morals in ſome ſort ac- 


leaſt ſome of them) rather to teach us what we 


| mo W publiſhing of theſe Papers, I have done my beſt to 

9025 3 obviate a common Inconvenience, or, to ſpeak 

A. in 8 * plainly, the mortal Error of pretending to erect a 
1 


Fable. Building upon a falſe Foundation; leaving the whole 


* 
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World to take the lame Freedom, with me that L = 
Res have done with others.” | 
57 17 Thus far Sir Roger Leftrange. Now: we come to 1 
N what the other Geutleman has to ſay fer” himſel if, #0 
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rather, as he hath managed the Matter, what he has 


to ſay againſt Sir Roger, the depreciating of whole 


Work, ſeems to be the Corner: Stone of his own 
Building. : 


Nothing of this Nature,” 


ſays he, © has been done 
ſince Leftrange's Time worth mentioning ; and we 
had nothing before, but what (as he obſerves, Pre- 


face to Part I.) was ſo inſipid and flat in the Moral, 


and fo coarſe and uncouth in the Style and Diction, 
that they were rather dangerous than 3 as 
to the Purpoſe for which they were intended; 

likely to do forty times more Harm than Coed. 1 
hall therefore only obſerve to my Reader the In- 
ſufficiency of Leſtrange's own Performance, as to 


the Purpoſe for which he profeſſes to have princi- 


pally intended it; with ſome other Circumſtances 
which will help to excuſe, if not juſtify, what I have 

enterpriſed upon the ſame Subject. 

Now the Purpoſe for which he principally in- 

tended his Book, as in his Preface he ſpends a great 

many Words to inform ns, was for the Uſe and In- 

{traftion of Children, who being, as it were, a mere 


raſa Tabula, or blank Paper, are ready indifferently 
for any Opinions, good or bad, taking all upon Credit; 


and that it is in the Power of the firſt Comer, to 
write Saint or Devil upon them, which he pleaſes. 
This being truly and certainly the Caſe, what Devils, 
nay, what poor Devils, would Leſtrange make of thoſe 
Children, who ſhould be {o unfortunate as to read 
his Book, and imbibe his pernicious Principles ! Prin- 
ciples coined and ſuiced to promote the Growth, and 
ſerve the Ends, of Popery and arbitrary Power. 


Though we had never been told he was a Penſioner 


to a een Prince, and that he himſelf * profeſſed 
| . the 


* 1s the Gentleman ſure of what he thus poſitively aſſerts ? What 


call we think of ſo round an Ailertor, if he be wrong ? Sir Rege, 
kimſelr deny'd that he was a Taper, in a Pamphlet expreſly written 
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dle ſame unaccountable Religion, yet his Reflections 
upon #/eþ would diſcover it to us: In every politi- 


cal Touch, he ſhews himſelf to be the Tool ad 
Hireling of the Popiſh Faction; ſince even a Slave- 


without ſome mercenary View, would not brivg, | 
Arguments to juſtify Slavery, nor endeavour to eſta- 


bliſh arbitrary Power upon the Baſis of right Rea- 
ſon. | 
Paper, upon which ſuch Morality as this ought to 
be written? Not the Children of Britain, I hope; 
for they are born with free Blood in their Veins, 
and ſuck in Liberty with their very Milk. This 


they ſhould be taught to love and cheriſh above all 


things, and, upon Occaſion, to defend and vindi- 
cate it; as it is the Glory of their Country, the 
greateſt Bleſſing of their Lives, and the peculiar 
happy Privilege, in which they excel all the World 


beſides. Let therefore Lęſtrange with his Claviik N. 
Doctrine be baniſhed to the barren Deſarts of Ara- 


bia, to the Nurſeries of Turky, Perſia, and Morocco, 
where all Footſteps of Liberty have long fince been 
worn out, and the Minds of the People, by a nar- 
row Way of IT hinking, contracted and inured to 
Fear, Poverty, and miſerable Servitude. Let the 
Children of Italy, France, Spain, and the reſt of 
the Popiſh Countries, furniſh kim with Blank, Pa. 


per for Principles, of which free-born Britans 
The carlier ſuch Notions are a- 


are not capable. 


What ſort of Children therefore are the Blank 


ſtilled into ſuch Minds as theirs indeed, the better 
it will be for them, as it will kcep them from thinking 


of any other than the abject ſervile Condition to 


to clear himfelf from ſuch an A fperſion thrown upon him, by a like 
Charitable Writer, which he intitled, Leftrarge ro Pafiift, Not any of 
his Works, High- flier as he was, ſhew him to be a Fapiſt; and who» 
ever reads, in his E ſop, ſome of his Fables, and the Reflections upon 
them, will judge, that they could not come fo vu¹art iy from a pro- 
feſſed Papift and Bigot. See in Vol. I. Fab. 276, 2g6, 298, 356. 35% 
362, 364, 266, 435, And in Vol, II. Fab. 42, 105, 1705 N 
ay | | ot, 
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„ * which they are born. But let the Minds of our 


* Britiſh Touth be for ever educated and improved in 


A 


| Reflections have many of them a pernicious Tendency, ; 


| yet in Extenuatiom, of the Fault. 


is couched in the Application ;* and then gives an 


. * he has ſwelled his Work, which was deſigned for 


© of which their Anceſtors have often bravely ex- | F Y 


hauſted ſo much Blood and Treaſure.” \ 13 
Thus we ſee the chief Quarrel of the worthy Gen. 1 
tleman is againſt the Politicks of Sir. Roger ; and we 
heartily join with him on this Head. Sir Roger was 
certainly liſted in a bad Cauſe as to Politicks, and his 


But were the Time in which he wrote conſidered, x 
the Civil Wars ſo lately concluded in his View, and 1 
the Anarchy introduced by them, it is the leſs Won- MR 
der that one Extreme produced another in the oppo- 
ſite Party, in its Turn. Many very great Men of 


that Age fell into the ſame Error with Sir Roger ; 


and perhaps a charitable Mind, duly reflecting upon GO 
this, and not intent upon partial or ſelſiſb Views, would 
have found ſomething to have ſaid, if not in Excu/e, 


The Gentleman further obſerves, * That Leftrange + 


made not fair Reflections upon the Fables in political 5 


Points: That AÆſaß, though a Slave, was a Lover 
* of Liberty, and gives not one Hint to favour 
* Leſtrange's Inſinuations: But that, on the con- 
* trary, he takes all Occaſions to recommend a Love 
for Liberty, and an Abhorrence of Tyranny, and all 
: * arbitrary Proceedings: That Leffrange notorioully MW 

« perverts both the Senſe and Meaning of ſeveral 
Fables, particularly when any political Inſtruction W 


Example in Sir Roger's Fable of the Dog and the 
tWolf; and further objects againſt the Knight, that 


* the Uſe of * Children, to a voluminous 1 and 
* The Crateman little conſiders here, how liable he himſelf is to 


. Objection, for his | cdantick Quo: ations and Latin nn ſo frequent!y 
Catered. 
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8 an Occaſions, if the Book be meant for Children, 
9 Itter be avoided, where -the Moral will bear a mare 
3 oeral and inoffenſive Turn; yet we ſhall only ſay, 
7 hat had this Gentleman, Who cloaths himſelf in 
E Skin of the departed Knight, and at firſt Sight 
les ſo formidable an Appearance in it, lived in the 
ss of Sir Roger, and had Sir Roger lived in his, it is 
t impoſſible that the Sentiments of both might have 
anged. 

1 . will explain ourſelves: The Neſtoration of 
9 Wonarchy under King Charles II. made theſe now ex- 
1 Woded Doctrines as much the Faſhion then, as the 
1 lorious Revolution under King William III. has made 
r. Croxall's Principles the Faſhion now. And for 
S ght that appears from the Moderation of the Gen- 
eman, if we may judge of it by ſeveral Paſſages in 
0 Wis Preface, had this Gentleman lived when Sir Ro- 


9 Furt; : as Leftrange, had he been in his Place, might 
ave taken Orders, and become Chaplain in the other. 
the living Gentleman reflects, as he ought, upon 
e little Mercy he has ſhewn to the Dead, he will 
bot think this too ſevere, And the Compariſon will 
Pre the leſs invidious, to any one who conſiders, 
hat Sir Roger ſuffered for bis Principles, bad as they 
rere; and the other, we hope, for the Sake of the 
Publicꝭ, as well as for his cwn Sake, will never be called 
bon to ſuch Trials. 

We have thus ſet the Pretenſions of the two Gen— 
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: * ſomething of our Undertaking. 
The Uſefulneſs and Benefit of ſuch a Work to 
Fbudren is allowed on all Hands; and therefore we 
Hall not inſiſt upon a Topick which has been ſo much 
5 bored by thoſe who have gone before us. 

| We have ſeen, that the only Objections which a 
Frrutinizing Adverſary, who had it in View to ſup- 
* 


n 


er did, he might have been the Lefrange of the one 
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2 Jemen in a proper Light; it remains for us now to 


Q Om 
Se 


FD — — — eng” — > - 


2 R N 2 = A 0 E. 9 
plant the Knight, and thruſt himſelf into his Place, 4 
can find againſt him, are the Political Part, and the 
Bulk and Price of the Performance: As to the reſt 1 K 
on comparing the Works we find a very great Dif. 1 

parity between them: We therefore were aſſured 8 
that we ſhould do an acceptable Service, if we cou Pk 
give the exceptionable Reflections a more general and 
uſeful Turn ; and it we could reduce the Work "= , 

ſuch a Size as ſhould be fit for the Hands and Po. 
kets for which it was principally deſigned ; and u 
the ſame Time preſerve to Sir Roger the prncpa f | 
Graces and Beauties for which he is ſo juſtly ad. 
' mired. And this only, though we found after wards i E 
a Neceſſity of going further, was our t Inten-: 
tion. 
We were the rather prevalled upon to take this L. 
berty with Sir Roger, becauſe he ingenuouſſy declares i 
in what wejhave quoted from his Preface,  * That " L 
Was under ſome Sort of Obligation to take into hi 1 
Medley, Tas he modeſtly calls it, here and there 1 dc 

* trivial or a lo fe Conceit, for Company.” An Obli- 
gation impoſed upon him, we preſume, by his unhapp;l 
Circumſtances (and which hardly 2hg/e could excuſe), 
in order to add to the Bulk of his Book, which he ful 
publiſhed in Folio. 1 
This, with other proper A where the 
Senſe and Poignance of the Fable and Reflections 
would beit bear it, we thought would give us ti 
Opportunity of anſwering the Objection about the 
Bulk and Price. And, oa looking cloſer into the Sub- 
ject, we found ſufficient Reaſon to juſtify our Op: 
nion. F 
'Thus then, inſtead of baniſhing Sir Roger to the 
Deſarts of Arabia, we confeſs it was our Intention 
every-where, except in his Political Reflections, wi 
Keep that celebrated Writer cloſe in our Eye: And 
in ſome Places we + have accordingly ee 
el ves 
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Place, 4 res with the inferior Honour of baving only abridg. 


nd Mo bim, where we Gould not with equal Beauty and 
ge reſt, al Wopricty give Words and Sentences different from 
at Dil oon; rather chuſing to acknowlege our Obliga- 
{[ared,! | 9 * to fo great a Maſter, than to arrogate to ours» 
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* the Praiſes due to another. 


as Sir Roger calls them, which we imagine ca- 
5 #9 only of a trivial, or able to a /oo/e Conſtruc- 

and : " n. We have alfo preſamed to alter ſeveral of the 
rinci pal WW:.1es which we thought capable of better-adapted 
iy ad. bd more forcible Morals than Sir Roger had given 
rwards em: And inſtead of the Political Reflections, we 
Inten- 3 ave generally ſubſtituted ſuch as we hope will be 

and more general and inſtructive. For we think 
this L. in vo wiſe excuſable to inflame Childrens Minds 
teclarcs iy 
That he om the Attachments of Parents, and the Warmth 
into his] 1 
there 1 


\n Obli; ay, a Political Turn, we have, in our Reflections 
inhappf A pon it, always given that Preference to the Princi- 
exculc) les of LIBERTY, which we hope will for ever be 
1 he fi: Me diſtinguiſhing CharaQeriſlic of a Briton, 


jere the Puts or Pictures, ſuited to the reſpective Subjects, 
Hections Wave on the Minds of Children, we have, in a quite 
2 us tic ew Manner, engraved on Copper-Plates, at no 


bout tic mall Expence, the Subject of every Fable; and 


the Sub. preſume, that the little Trouble which Children 
our Op- ill have to turn to the Cuts, as Ten of them are 

Encluded in one Plate, will rather excite their Curio» 
r to tity, and ſtimulate their Attention, than puzzle or 
Intention 


Fonfound them, eſpecially as the Readers are diſtinct- 


referred both to Page and Fable in every Kere 
Ration, 
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We have not, however, ſpared any of thoſe Con- 
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With Diſtinctions, which they will imbibe faſt enough. 


f their own Imaginations. But nevertheleſs we muſt 
dd, That where-ever the Fable, compelled, as we may 


As we are ſenſible of the alluring Force. which 


What 


kn ot, 


— 


* — 
Ne er a Dagd R n 


— * 


we will ſubjoin the four following Liſts, which vi 
ſet the Matter in a clear Light; and likewiſe convind 


as were fit for the Inſtruction of the Youth of both 


found unworthy of the Peruſal of Perſons of 117; 


What we have ſaid, may be thought ſufficient 0 by 
juſtify us with regard to the Equity of our Deſig 
But that we may intirely clear ourſelves on this Hen 


every one concerned in the Buſineſs of Educatio a: 
how careful we have been to collect only ſuch Fab“ 


Sexes, at the ſame Time that we hope it will not 


ings pn op 


Years and Underſtanding. 


I. ALIST of fuch Farr xs of Sir Roger Lefrange which we hu 
omitted, as being either of the like Nature, and affording the ll 
Mora!s and Reflections with others inſerted ; or from which ſu 
pertinent Morals could not be drawn, as we were deſirous to (c|:8 
for general Uſe, | hos 8 


Fab. | Fab. | Fab. | Fab. Fab. Fab. 0 
37 57 89 112 139 | 175 198 | 213 TH 
41 60 92 114 152 178 199 216 
47 65 93 115 153 | 251 203 | 222 

4.3 70 95 117 158 182 205 231 

49 71 103 120 [129 183 215 231 

51 4 78 107 135 171 184 211 233 
r 138 173 185 212 247 
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278 
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235 


286 
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to general Uſe ; or to avoid Party or Political Reflections. | 
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Liberty to alter, or enforce, that we might accommodate them to 4 1 
more uſeful Morals and Reflections: | = 
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The following Fables, as they ſtand in this Work, 8 
are all that we are beholden for to the ſecond Mume 

of Sir Roger; and we have not only taken great Li- 
berty with them, but have fitted ſuch Morals and Re- 3 
flections to them, as we hope will be found equally 
agreeable and inſtructive. Theſe are, . 


234. TRAVELLER * GRASSHOPPERS. 
236. PARTRIDGES and SETTING-D0G. 
237. LaME MAN and BLIND. 

238. The Three pretended PENITENTS, 
239. Dyafprinted MILK MAID. : 


And Fab. 240. No To-Morrow (which ſtands Fab, I 
495. in Sir Roger's firſt Volume) we have turned fron 
a moſt ludicrous one, to a very edifying Fable, as we | F 
preſume will be found on Compariſon ; and therefore SY 
we have choſen to conclude our Work with it. 5 
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E have had the Hiſtory Ap ſo many 
times over and over, as Sir Roger Leſtrange 
obſerves, and dreſſed up fo many ſeveral 

Ways, that it would be but Labour loſt to multiply un- 

profitable Conjectures upon a Tradition of ſo great Un- 

certainty, Writers are divided about him, almoſt to all 
manner of Purpoſes, and particularly OY the 

Authority,even of the greater Part 6! thoſe Compoſi- 

tions that paſs to the World in his Name: For the Story 

is come down to us fo dark and doubtful, that it is im- 

poſiible to diſtinguiſh the Original from the Copy; and 

to ſay which of the Fables are Aſap's, and which not; 

Which are genuine, and which are ſpurious; beſide, that 

there are divers Inconfiſtencies upon the Point of Chro- 

nology, in the Account of his Life (as Maximus Planudes 
and others have delivered it) which can never be recon- 

i HS | 2 

This is enough in all Conſcience to excuſe any Man, 

Ol as Sir Reger, from laying over-much Streſs upon the 
iſtorical Credit of a Relation that comes fo blindly and 

0 variouſly tranſinitted to us; over and above, that it 

is not one Jot to our Buſineſs (farther than to gratify an 

idle Curioſity) whether the Fact be true or falſe; whe- 
ther the Man was ftrait or crooked ; and his Name .#/ep, 

r (as ſome will have it) Lochman In all which Caſes, ' 

the Reader is left at Liberty to believe at Pleaſure. This 

Uncertainty at firſt inclined us to avoid Entering g into the 

Life of hp, which! we find mingled with ſo many 

trifing Circamſtances, and ſubject to fo great Confuſion: 

But our Bookſellers TE To MG merke gef this | 
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kind would be very acceptable to the Generality of Rea. 
ders, and that thoſe Editions had been moſt inquired after, | 


j 


which contained the Life of this excellent Perſon ; in E 
Compliance with their Requeſt we will give a brief Sum- 5 
mary of it, as we find it collected by the celebrated Sir 
Roger Leſtrange, omitting however ſuch Parts of it as ſeem "8 : 
either trivial or improbable, _ E 
AHſep then (according to Planudes, Camerarius, and 22 


others) was by Birth of Ammorius, a Town in the Greater 
Phrygia (though ſome will have him to be a Thracian, 
others a Samian) of a mean Condition, and his Perſon 
deformed, to the higheſt Degree: Flat-noſed, hunch- 
back'd, blobber-lipp'd, a long miſ-ſhapen Head, his 
Body crooked all over, big belly'd, badger-legg'd, and 
his Complexion fo ſwarthy, that he took his very Name am 
from it; for Ap is the ſame with Athiop. He was 
not only thus unhappy in his Figure; but we are told, MY 
that he had beſides ſuch an Impediment in his Speech 
that People could very hardly underſtand what he 
ſaid. Whether this was ſo or not, or how h2 came 0 
be. cured of it, if it was, the Reader is at Liberty to 
believe what he pleaſes; and ſo likewiſe of twenty 
other Paſſages up and down this Hiſtory. Let it ſuffice, 
that (according to the common Tradition) he had bee 
already twice bought and fold ; and ſo, with Sir Reger 
Leftrange, we ſhall date the Story of his Adventures, 
from his Entrance into the Service of at leaſt a third 
Maſter. 5 | 
As to the Ape he lived in, it 1s agreed upon among 
the Antients, that it was when Cræſas governed Lydia: 
And as his Condition was the moſt abject Slavery, no 
wonder that many of the Things recorded of him were 
low and mean, and ſuited to the Circumſtance of Life 
in which he was placed; but by which however he © 
ſignalized his Willom, as to raiſe himſelf to that Pit 
of Honour to which he afterwards arrived. 3 
Among theſe the firſt we find recorded, is, That hüßß 
Maſter having many Burdens to ſend by his Slaves u 
Epheſus, and Aſep being permitted, on acgount of hi 
bodily Weakneſs, to chuſe which he would carry, It 
fixed upon a Panier of. Bread, which was to ſuppotſ 
them on their Journey; but which was Jooked upon . | 


"m The Tife of For.  avil 
Rea -e the heavieſt of all. His Companions laughed at him. 
| after, or his Choice; but when they had dined and afterwards; 
n; in upped out of his Panier upon their Journey, and found. 
Sum- nat the Proviſions were quite conſumed, and that he” 
1 ad nothing left to carry but an empty Baſket, the Ridi-. 
&ule was turned upon themſelves, and they began to con 
ider #/p in a much more advantageous: Light than they 
„, and bad done before. | 
Greater The next Thing we find mentioned of him, is, the fa- 
racan, nous Detection of the Villanies of his Fellow-Servants,, 


xs ſeem "i 


Perſon | ho having a Mind to ſome choice Figs, which were 
hunch- Preſented to their Maſter, confederated together to charge: 
ad, his H/ with the Theft, and ſo ate them up with rent CR. 
'd, and ess; and as they had agreed, boldly accuſed X/;p of 
y Name he Fact. | | 

He was His Maſter being incenſed at him, ordered him to be 
re told, W puniſhed; upon which he inſtantly had Recourſe to a. 
Speech arge Draught of warm Water, and intreated that his 
hat he Companions might be tried the ſame way: And the 
came 0 


9 Proof turned out according to his Wiſh ;- for he brought 


berty to up the Water again, clear as he drank it, while the 
twenty others brought up the Figs along with it, and ſo met: 
t ſuffice, hith the Puniſhment and Diſgrace deſigned for him. N 
124 been £</op's Maſter having ſold all his Slaves at Ephefas,, 


Except three, to wit, a Muſician, an Orator, and -Z/op,. 
We carried them to Samos, and ſhewed: them there in the 
@pen Market; and while they were there, one Xanthus,. 

In eminent Philoſopher of that City, came to ſee them, 
n among ich a Train of his Diſciples at his Heels. The Philo- 
d Lydia: Mopher was highly pleaſed with the two Vouths, and 


avery, no ked them about their Profeſſion, and what they could 


him were o? The one told him he could do any thing, the other that. 
e of Late e could do every thing; and then Xanthus interrogated: 
ver he  B £/op what he could do ?. Nothing at all, ſays: he. How: 
that Pitch omes that, ſays the Philoſopher. ?: My. Companions,, 
1 P * 5 

„gays A sep, undertake every thing, and if you purchaſe: 

That hi s all three there will be nothing left for me to do.. 

Slaves VBVell ! ſays Xanthus, but if I ſhould: give Money for you 


unt of h Pow, would you be good and honeſt? I'll be that, ſays; 

carry, . /op, whether you buy me or no: Aantbus was well! 
to ſuppo! nough+ pleaſed with the Turn and Quickneſs of his: 
d upon 10 it: But, ſays he, that unlucky Shape of. yours will! 


bz 4 ſet: 
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tock never ſo much Care about them; and deſired him, | 


XViil The Life of RES Op. "mp 
ſt People a whooting at you where-ever you go. 4 
Philoſopher, ſays Aſep, ſhould value a Man for his ** 
Mind, not for his Body. This Preſence of Thought 
gave Xanthus a high Opinion of the Wiſdom of the 


her Huſband, as intending to affront her by ſo 1ll-favour'd . "© 
a Preſent ; but when ſhe came to hear his Anſwers, and 
to know the Value of his intellectual Qualities, ſhe was 
better reconciled to him | i 9 
Aanihus a while after, attended by Æ ep, went to a 
Garden to buy ſome Herbs; and the Gardener, among 
other Things, told him the Admiration he was in to find 
how much faſter thoſe Plants ſhot up that grew of their nove 
own Accord, than thoſe that he ſet himſelf, though he 


that, as he was a Philoſopher, he would tell him the WW 
Meaning of it. Xanthus had no better. Anſwer at hand, 
than, That Providence would have it ſo. This not ſatil- 
fying the Gardener, and Xanthus ſecing Ap ſmile at it, 
he told him with a ſupercilious Air, that it was below a 
Philoſopher to buſy his Head about ſuch Trifles; but, 
ſays he, if you have a Curioſity to be better informed, 
you {hall do well to aſk my Slave here, and ſee what he'll 
ſay to you. Upon this the Gardener put the Queſtion to 
Aſep, who gave him this Anſwer : The Earth is in the i 
Nature of a Mother to what ſhe brings forth of herſe!: 
out of her own Bowels ; whereas ſhe is only a kind of 8 
Step-Dame in the Production of Plants that are cultivated WF 
and aſſiſted by the Help and Induftry of another: So that 
it is natural for her to withdraw her Nouriſhment from 
the one, towards the Relief of the other. The Gar- 
dener, upon this, was ſo well ſatisfied, that he would 
take no Money for his Herbs, and deſired A ſep to make 
uſe of his Garden for the future, as if it were his 
OWN, 155 
75 Aſter 


The Life of E$0P. X1X 
= After this, Xanthus and his Wife, who lived toge- 
er but upon indifferent Terms in the general, had a 
ery great-Quarrel, which was carried to ſuch an Height 
n her Part, that ſhe pack'd up her Apparel, and other 
Things, left his Houſe, and went to her own Relations; 
if nd no Perſuaſions or Intreaties could incline her to 
Return. | | | | 
ße ſeeing Xanthus much diſturbed at her Obſtinacy, 
aid, Come, Maſter, pluck up a good Heart; for I have 
Project that ſhall bring my Miſtreſs to you back again, 
19 eich as good a Will as ever ſhe went from you. Away 
immediately he hies to the Market, among the Butchers, 
poulterers, Fiſhmongers, Confectioners, Wc, for the beſt 
pf every Thing that was in Seaſon ; giving out where-ever 
Me came, that his Mafter's Wife having run away from 
him, he had married another; and he was ordered to 
provide the Wedding-Feaſt. The News ſoon reach'd 
the Ears of the run-away Lady (for every body knew 
LZ/op to be a Servant in that Family). and ſhe was ſo 
moved upon it, that away ſhe poſts back to her Huſband, 
Falls upon him with Outrage of Looks and Language; 
and after the Eaſing of her Mind a little, No, Xanthus, 
gays ſhe, do not flatter yourſelf with the Hopes of en- 
Poying another Woman while I am alive. Aanthus re- 
Peeired her very gladly, and was highly pleaſed with 
's Contrivance ; nor was his Miſtreſs leſs pleaſed at 
1 0 8 an Impoſture, and all was well again. 
4 anthus would needs give a Feaſt upon his Recon- 
d. Filiation with his Wife; and having invited his Friends, 
t he'll &rder'd ZZ /op to procure the beſt Proviſions he could think 
jon to f for their Entertainment: And when they were all ſat 
in the own to Table, the firit Service was Neats Tongues ſliced, 
herſelf bich the Philoſophers took Occafion to diſcourſe and 
ind ofuibble upon in a grave formal Way, as that the 7. ongue ' 
tivated Fs fe Key of I iſdom, and the like. Aanthus upon this 
So that alls for a ſecond Courſe, and after that for a third, 
t from hich was the laſt, and all were Tongues, only ſeveral 
e Gar- Vays dreſſed. This put him into a furious Paſſion. Thou 
would Villain, ſays he, what means this? How comes it, that 
o make n three Courſes we have nothing but Tongues ? Didſt 
ere his lou not boaſt of the elegant Diſhes thou hadſt provided? 
ir, lays Z/op, your Order was, that I ſhould make 
e 8 


| 
; 


After 
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the beſt Proviſion that I could think of for the Enter. — 
tainment of theſe excellent Perſons ; and if the Tongue Wick 
- be the Key that leads us into all Knowledge, what could _ 
be more proper and ſuitable than a Fea/? of Tongues for « WP 
Philoſophical Banquet 2 =» 
When KXantbus found the Senſe of the Table to be eb 
on A ſep's Side; Well, my Friends, ſays he, pray wil! &' 
you eat with me To-morrow, and Þ1I try if I can mend 
your Cheer? And pray, ſays he to Aſop, let it be your 
Care to provide us a Supper 'To-morrow, ſince you ſeem | 3 2 
to be ſet on Contradictions, of the very abort Things youſ 1 
can think of. 9. 
Next Day the Gueſts being again met, accordin 0 
Appointment, Eſep had provided them the very . IF 
Service of Tongues over and over as they had the 
Day before. Sirrah, ſays Xarthus in a Paſſion, what's WR* 
the Meaning of this, that Tongues ſhould be. the be/? of 
Meats one Day, and the wor/# the other? Why, Sir, ſays 
he, there is not any Wickedneſs under the Sun that 
the Tongue has not a Part in; and you, of all Men, have 
Reaſon to know as well its miſchievous a5: good Dae 1 
ties, both as a Huſband and a Philoſopher, To what clic W 
is this Banquet and that of Yeſterday owing ?—PFor was 2 
it not an evil Tongue that occaſion'd that great Breach I 
in your Family, the making up of which you and your|ſ 4 
Friends met to rejoice over ? And was it not al ſo owing Wl 
to ſoft. Speeches, and mild Expoſtulations, from the . 
ſame Tongue, that all is well again? Surely, Sir, you 
have found a Tongue to be the % and the avor/? Enter. 
tainment, if ever Man did; and have Cauſe to be ſatil- 
fied with the Banquet of both Days. = 
The Story of A ſep's bringing a Gueſt to his Maler 7, 
Xanthus, who bad no fort of Curioſity. in him, we © 
think not worth inſerting ; for, beſides the Improba-f 5 : 
bility of it, it was. more to be attributed, if true, to his, 
good Fortune than to his Sagacity, that he could find 
one ſo very incurious and careleſs of all that happened; 
for it was impoſſible, where he ever ſo.good a Phyſiogno- 
miſt, that he could anſwer for all the Event from the 
Lines of the Fellow's Countenance, or to know that he 
would not he moved by the Trials that would. be put to 
him by Xzathus.. 
3 | ant bus 
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9 -The Life of ES Or. xxi 
X Xanthus, after this, having ſome Buſineſs at the Pub- 
zue ck-Fall, ſent Æſep to ſee if the Court was fat, and 
uld any People there. In his Way a Magiſtrate meets 
m, and aſks him whither he was going? Why truly, 
s Ab, I don't know. The Magiſtrate took it that 
banter'd him, and order'd an Officer to carry him to 
iſon. Well, fays Z/p to the Magiſtrate, is it not 
ue new that I did not know whither I was going ? 


* 


our he Magiſtrate, pleaſed with the Fancy, diſcharged him, 


>cm Id fo he went forward to the Hall; where, among a 
you RF 0:1d of People, fome gazing, ſome litigating, he faw 


Nee Man, who had arreſted another for Debt, agree to 


tb 


WS charge his Debtor on being paid down Half what 


+ 
me a owing. Ede upon this went back and told his 
the laſter, that he had been at the Hall, and ſaw but one 
hat's lan there. Auntbus going himſelf to learn the Truth 
eft of the Matter, found the Court extremely throng'd ; 
"ays] d turning ſhort upon Ap, in great Indignation, Sirrah, 
that s he, are all theſe People come ſince you told me 
have Pere was but one Man here? It is very true, ſays 
ali. RE, there was a huge Crowd, and yet but one that L 
1: ould ſee in that vaſt Multitude who deſerved the Name 
r was { Man. | LR . | 
reach Xanthus, not long after, being in his Cups, wagered 
your Ihe was worth, that.he would drink the Sea dry, and 
wing ound che extravagant Wager with a very valuable Sig- 


_— = Ring that he wore on his Finger, Next Day, findin 
you hat he had done, he was much concerned at his Folly, 
"Het 1 ſpecially as he knew he was in ſuch Hands as would 
(ati. Make an Advantage of it. Aſep undertook to bring 
1 m off, and put him in mind, that he had only con- 
Maſter itioned to drink the Sea, but not the Rivers and Streams 


What run into it; and bid him inſiſt on his Adverſary's 


” oa. opping all thoſe Inlets, and then he might undertake to 
17 his rink up the Sea. | | 
14 6nd ALanthus followed his Advice, and the Perſons who were 
ed) hoſen Judges on the Occaſion, agreed that there was 
5 * uſtice in the Plea; and ſo he got rid of the Wager, and 
ws then! Antagoniſt was obliged to return the Ring. 
that by In the Days of  £E/op, the World was much addicted 
e put to 0 Augury ; that is to ſay, to the Gathering of Omens 
put "Won the Cry and Flight of Birds, Upon this Account 
Tant bus * 


& WES Ga al 1 


xxii The Life of Es o p. =_ 
it was, that Xanthus one Day ſent AÆſep into the Vard 
and bad him look well about him: If you ſee tv, iſ 
Crows, ſays he, you'll have good Luck after it; but if 
you ſhould chance to ſpy one ſingle Crow, it is a ba 
Omen, and ſome III will betide you. Z/op Rept out, 

and came immediately back again, and told his Mair Me 
| he had ſeen two Crows. Hereupon Aanthus went out 
| himſelf, and finding but one (for the other was flown 
| away) he fell outrageouſly upon Ap for making Spor: Wl 
with him, and ordered him to be ſoundly laſhed for it; 
but juſt as they were ſtripping him for the Diſcipline, 
In comes one to invite Aauibus abroad to Supper. Well, E- 
Maſter, ſays ;7/ep, and where's the Credit of your A. 
gury now; when I, that ſaw two Crows, am to bel 
beaten like a Dog, and you, that ſaw but one, are going e th 
to make merry with „our Friends? The Reaſon and dit; 
. Quickneſs of this Reflection pacified the Maſter, and aſter? 
F Afaved #/p a ſevere Correction. | be 
| The Writers of #//op's Life, next give us a Story of ue. 
; A ſep's finding hidden 'Treaſure, by virtue of an obſoler n 
Greet Inſcription : But it contains ſuch idle and child: Fun 
Play upon Letters and Words, that we chuſe to paſs ' Ar 
over, only obſerving, that Aantbus, who on this Occa- L V 
ſion had promiſed him his Liberty, and half the Tre len 
ſure, broke both Promiſes with him, and gave him nei t dece 


_ 


- . . . Py = 
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„ | a irtue 

- - But it was not long before he obtained his Liber Con 

on another Occaſion, which was as follows: On er 
certain ſolemn Day, the Ring that had the Town Scal g-cman 
of Samos upon it was carried away by an 8 e, which the P. 
took it up in the Air, and dropt it into the Boſom of 
Slave. The Sariars took this for a Foreboding of ſom L. hall 


-diſmal Calamity to the State, and, in a general Con the 
ſternation, they preſently called a Counſel of their wi e 
Men, and Xaxthus among the reſt, to give their On * P, 
- nions upon this myſterious Accident. They were a 27 ye 
at a Loſs what to think of it, only Xanthus deliroWert Pr: 
ſome few Days Time for further Conſideration. At , ſaid ] 
not finding himſelf capable of giving any proba | ually a 
Solution of an Incident ſo odd, he laid the Matter beo H whic! 
A /op, who defiring to be introduced to the Council, pro er? 
miſed to give them Satis faction on the Point, and to _ 
| | | vp 


* 


The Life of Eso p. xxiif 
on himſelf the Iſſue of the Matter, let it end either in 
ac eait or Diſgrace. | 8 
"HE Xanthus, willing to be freed from the Uneaſineſs, 
ich the Expectations of the City had given him, 
lowed this Advice, and next Morning introduced #Z/ep 
"WS the Council, many of which mocked and ridiculed 
=: uncouth Shape aud Appearance; but being at laſt 
" Snvinced by his prudent Obſervations, that the outward 
' Mhape of a Man ought not to be regarded, but the Facul- 
- i: of his Mind only, they attended to what he had 
ay. He then told them, that when he conſidered 
e Weight of the Matter in Hand, and the Office that 
was then to perform, he imagined it would as little 
nd with their Honour to take the Opinion of a Slave 
Joo their Councils and Debates, as it would with his 
\Epndition to offer it; beſide the Riſque he ran of his 
_\{Waftcr's Diſpleaſure upon the Event. But all this yet 
be obviated, ſaid he, my Fears diſpelled, my Modeſty 
Eatified, and your own Dignity preſerved, only by 
king me a Freeman before-hand to qualify me for 
e Function. They all faid it was a reaſonable Mo- 
Mo, and preſently treated about the Price of his Li- 
ca, and ordered the 2ue/fors to pay down the Money. 
{hen Aantbus ſaw the Thing muſt be done, he could 
decently ſtand higgling about the Price; but making 


the Portent as follows: 


i ſhail not need to tell ſo many viſe and knowins Men 
? the Eagle is a Royal Bird, and fignifies a great King; 
it the Dropping of 'the Ring in the Boſom of a Slade that 
no Power over himſelf, portends the Loſs of your Liber- 
„ / you do not look to yourſelves in time; and that ſome 
ent Prince has a Defign upen you; and who. ſhould this 
, faid he, fo likely as Cre/us King of Lydia, who is 


xbiWually arming for ſome Enterprize, as you well know; 


which may 2s probably fall upon your State as any 
er! | | e 
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a Tribute ef the $amans; and threatened" the 0 with ol 
9 
Al, Chat they had beſt to do; Who 8 them 


Serwitude, that ſeems to be eaſy at firſt, but you will jill 
it afterwards to be full / - intolerable Difficulties. Tf 
Samians, upon theſe Words, declared themſelves unaf 
-mouſly for Liberty, and that ſince they were at preſ 
free, 'they would never make themſelves Slaves by tha 
own Conſent: So the Ambaſſadors departed, and a Vi 


* The Wolves, upon this, offered the Sheep a Peace, 
Condition only, that they might have their De 


T = 
7 


* | 2 : o k * f | 
10 2 very, Nele, Tine the Brent” jnftkgg "the vl 
diction; for King Craſus Tent Amba adors to de man 
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Inväſfou in cafe bf a Refuſal. Thi Afar came ro 
debated in the Council, where the Majority Was rate 
for Peice with Slavery, than for running "Ml Riſque of 
an InVaHOn from fo powerful a Prince; but they wou 
not come to à Reſolution yet, Without "ft con fut 


Theughts upon it in Words to this Effects: 

Vou have two Ways before you, ſays he, one of which 

you muſt take; the Firft is, The Way of Liberty, abb 

is narrow and rugged at the Entrance, but Ss mo 
7 


foot her fill the farther pb go. Secondly,” The Wa 


n 10 0 261 T1 YOU'D © ; : 
When Craſus came to underſtand the Refolution if 
Samiuint had taken, and how inclinable they were to 
Compliance, till _Z/p, by the Power only of a ft 
Words, diverted them from it, he made an Offer to t 
Samians, upon their ſending #/p to him, to pyt a St 
at preſent to the Courſe of his Arms. When 
came to hear of this Propoſition, de told tem, 1 
he was not againſt their ſending of him, provid 
only that he might tell them one Story before he |: 
ok Oe een a et pe oa: 


In old Time, ſays he, there happened to be a fie 
War betwixt the Wolves and the Sheep; and the She: 
by the Help of the Dogs, had rather the Better of 


for Hoſtages ;. the credulous Sheep agreed to. it, and 
ſoon as ever they had parted with the Dogs, the Wol' 
© broke in upon them, and deſtroyed them at Pleaſut 


avour 
granted 
nd the 
ban wit 


* 


* 


rue Senlan quickly apprehended the Moral of this 
. ble, ald cried out, one and all, that they would not 
Wart with i: But this did not hinder him however 


toom putting himſelf aboard, and taking a Paſſage for 
rat with t e Ambaſſadors, | | by 
ue On his Arrival at the Zydan Court, HE ſop preſented 
100 imſelf before the Pang, who looking upon him with 
tin qual Contempt and Indignation; Is this the Man, ſays 


.., who hinder'd the King of Lydia from being Maſter of 
amo? And order'd him to be taken away, and put to 


7 2 Death. When Aſep, with a Revexence after the Indian 
a aſhion, thus deliver'd himſelf. 9 5 A | 

er Q 5 ; | 0 a N N * 6 : o | * 
Way © I am not here, ſays he, Gra King, in the Quality 
11 jj of a Man that is given up by his Country, or under the 


cCompulſion of any Force; but it is of my own Accord 
ana that I am now come to lay myfelf at your Majeſty's Feet, 


preſe and with this only Requeſt, that you will vouchſafe me 
by ++ the Honour of your Royal Ear and Patience but for a 
3 a Wag few Words:“ | e 
1 here was a Boy hunting of Locuſts, and he had the 
tion i Fortune to take a Graſshopper. She finding he was 
ere e about to kill her, pleaded after this manner for her 
af Life. Alas! ſays ſhe, I never did any body an Injury, 


er tot and never had it either in my Will or my Power to do 
+ a s it. All my Buſineſs is my Song; and what will you 
be the better for my Death? The Youth's Heart re- 
em, i lented, and he ſet the ſimple Graſshopper at Liberty.“ 
Sov] * Your Majefty has now ſuch another innocent Creature 
e he before you: I pretend to nothing but my Voice, æubich 
I have ever employed, Jo far as in me lay, to the Serwite 

of Mankind. : ee ON 
the She The King was ſo much moved with A fop's Modeſty 
+ter of We Prudence, that he did not only give him his Life, 
peace, Mat bad him aff any thing farther that he had a Mind to, 


neir Dd nd it ſhould be granted him. Why then, fays HD. 


it, andſith that Veneration, Gratitude, and Reſpect that the 
the WolfW-aſe required, I do moſt humbly implore your Majeſty's 
t PleaſuW'avour for my Countrymen the Samiazs. The Kin 

ö granted him his Requeſt, and confirm'd it under his Seal; 
nd the Piety of making that Petition his Choice, rather 


MY 8 


. 
— — 9 ——-—— ä — N 


dan wiſhing for any Benefit to himſelf, was a farther 
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ws 196 him. to, his Royal. Linne and | * Las 
1 e ils Tr =_ 
* Aſep return to Same with the News of the ; | ang 
= where, h Je nave elcomed with all the Inſtances of Joy and | 7 9965 
Tha os ima ginable ; inſomuch that they erected a | 1 45 
Statue kim. p- an Inſcription, in Honour of hi: rain 


| Memory). 
| From Camas he returned afterwards to Crajus, 757 whole 
| Sake he compoſed ſeveral of thoſe Apolagues that paſs 0 
| This, Day under his Name. 
13 Taſte.inclin'd him to travel; but above all othe Ty 
T4 he had a Mind to ſee "Babylon. In order to gra. \ | 
tify his Wiſhes, he obrancd 5 55 of ReFpmmendation = : 
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darded it own to us. But his Curio! ty fad him firſt to! 1 ö 
1 aſs through Greece, for the Sake of ſeeing the Seven wil 
i AM, pu we 1 tion was at that Time famous all ova 
= the World. He had the good Luck in his Travels to os 1 
them at Coriaſb, jogether with 4nacharfis, and ſeveral off 
fb Followers and Diſciples, where they were all treated 4 


"Pericnder, at = Villa of his not fer from the Tone 5 

of "This Encounter. was to the common Satisfaction of tie 2 25 
[pod Company: the Entertainment was philoſophiciiF chit 
Agreea le; and among other. Diſcourſes, they hacks Air 

I __— Controverſy upon the. Subject of Government, 7 | ata 
hieb was the mak. excellent, Farm; ©/p, efpoulinl neſs 
SD veſt. 11 for a a H me 
hile.after, into a, and then pro parti 

20 Accordin to his firit Intention. to x 

PIG — 5 ip 955 877 for Princes to exerciſ wh 


1 wy \ = of Skill in the putting be z reſolvin 2 Tp of Riddle the! 
Doaandäntriczte e e 55 beſt at th 
25 clexringeor Antying of ſuch þ knotty. an Carrie! 
2 ae e Eig. b. . ve 1 5 & 
ee dervigeable, 
N him PER Dae and de ID 
«A! {pels,t0.þ av Bo, Children, f. or the. 
of his, 218 devs Ia nth the Kg 15 
adopte Lung Man, Who WAS born, a ingen 
L but poor; his Name was Ems. Eſep tod 
rad much Care of his Infirgion as if he had been his ov 


Chil 


by 


— 3 ont uis wr HH BS Ant are 4 ic - 
— * ; 


EMI. IIS 
and bild, and trained him up in thoſe Principles of Virtue 
and Knowledge, that might moſt probably rendet hm 
ae; WP. it and happy; But there is 60" work Upon'a fagi- 
and Fe i6us and perverſe Nature by Kinddefs;, and Pinys? A. 
ed ter the Manner of other wickeil Men, Reaping ene Wi 
F hi lainy upon another; counterfeited his Pathe Tt 
„and Hand to certain Letters, where he promiſed his Af. 
vhoſe WW akanee to the neighbour Princes gant L , Theſe 
aſs 10 letters Eunus carries to the King, and charges his Father 
ib Traden, though in Appearance with alt polfbte. 
VT Concern and Reluctance; only that a Senſe of his Duty 
0 WT to his King and Country; Twallowed up all * thoſe Re- 
ation BY ſpe&s of Reverence and Modeſty that a Son owes to a 
. 1 Father. — J bo of 1 5% J ST9A2 ACA DOT * mi 
id 188 The King tock all theſe Calumnies for Inſtances: of 
ken) BY Finue's Affection to him, without che leaſt Suſpicion of 
„any Fraud in the Matter: So that, without any farther 
n aui Enquiry, he ordeted p to be put to Death, The 
| ET Perſons” to whom the Care of his Exechtion was com- 
mitted, being welt affured of his Innocence, took him 
out of the Way, and pave out that he Was dead. 
Some few Days after this, there came Letters d La- 
ynetus, from Amòôſil the King of AÆgypt, wherein Liady- 
of tief ems was defired BY hung, to ſend” him 4 certain Ar- 
chitect that could raiſe a Tower that ſhould hang in the 
Air, and likewiſe reſolve all Queftions.  -Labymrus was 
Nt, and at a great Loſs what Anfwer to return; atid'the_Fierce- 
poufine neſs of his Diſpleafbre againſt ip bein by this time 
ſomewhat abated, he would often Srofef}, -that if the 
ien pr parting with one. half of his Kingdom could bring him 
REO to Life again, he would give it. Hermippus and others, 
exercv a who had ept him out of the Way, told the King, upon 
Riddle the Hearing of this, that hop was yet alive: 80 they 
eſt at tl were commanded to bring him forth, and he no ſooner 
Carte appeared, but he made his Innocence ſo manifeſt, that 
D neut, in extreme Piſpleaſure and Indignation, com- 
abroug i manded the falſe Accuſer to be put to Death with the 
Jnhapf moſt exquiſite Torments; but Ap, after all this, in- 
| Supp" eerceded for kim,” aft obtained his ardon, upon a cha- 
nſent, i ritable Preſumption, that the Senſe of ſo great a Good 
5 od neſs and Obligation would yet work upon him. 
n his 0v 
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png 5 he Life F ESO. == 
n Abet coming again into Favour, he had ell 9 K 
. of. Agbs, Letter given, him to conſider of, and Woo, 
| V1 Ty 85 netus to ſend him for Anſwer, That early Aan 
13 5 eder ing hes ſhould. have the Satisfaction he de. . 
19 ing in this State, 4 /o op. took £7ny ern 
bo Me. to him again, and ſo ordered the Matter, that le 7 
| wanted neither Counſels nor Inſtructions, nor any other u £ 
| Helps. or Lights that might diſpoſe him to the leading ab! 
| of a virtuous Lokee, as wal e n 1 e Pre arr 
WE Sw 45) | e 
1 N „le 
| "My Sang. ſays yo werſhip, God avith Care and 3 4 22 
5 and. w ph. @ Sincerity of Heart, vcid ef all - Hypocriſy omni 
1H Ofteritation : Not as if that Divine Name and Power wer'| 1b 
* only. an Iuventicn to fright Women and Children; but Anau Pro 
Wo that God i, Omnipreſent, True, and Almighty. | e Ea 
Hlave a care eden of your moſt private Actions and J. bought: Let 
# : for God ſees through you, and your SHR will bear wit), fer all 
1 againſt you. Fo 
e 7s. according to Prodimes, as wall. as Nature, 70 pay od 1 
that Honour to your Parents, that 2 ab . Jour Chilly 
aren ſhould Pau to ht. 1 Haa 
Do all be 1 you can to all Men, Bur: ia the firſt Place u « ef; 


: "your neareſ Relations; and do no Hurt TO” whers Ja v4 
07's do 20 Good. 7 | 1 EZ 


8 : 


le ft 2 Oda 160 b a0 lends ad alu good Coſi by ': 
e,, Pon 
Our. Minds — be e as 5 ag our Plants ; tgewing 
 Irprovement , our Reaſon makes us like e aobereas 1 
, Ng 4 of it turns us into Beaſtt. 

T bere is uo permanent and l Good, bs . [um 
aud, Virtue,  theugh the Study it fegnifies little avithout itt 
Prackice. 

Da not think it impoſſible to be a wiſe Man, without Jockin; 
oer ſcur. Wiſdom u Mex grave, but not moro/e # 
inhuman. 


K cf 


rr 
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Keg Faith with all Men. Hawe 4 Cart of A Lye, as you 


a Sacrilege. Gela Babblers Ba ve 1⁰ ard either to 
ry ane/ty. d Truth. : 

\ Lale Delight'in, aud Havent the Comipmy 52 belli, 
ny; Fr it will give you a Tincture of their Manners. © 


=> Take heed % that vulgar Error, of thinking that there is 
ny Good in Evil. It is 'a Miſtale when Men talk of pro- 


ding Fable Knavery, or of farving Honeſ?y ; for Vi irtue and ice 
Pre. Marry all that is good and profitable along with them. 


Let every Man mind his cwr Buſineſs ; for Curiofity is. 


Bleſs. 


reace, ¶ Speak not Ill of any body, You are no more to hear Ca- 
ify @ - mnies, than to report them, Beſides that, they who Prac- 
ae: /e the one, commonly love the other. 

kn Propofe honeft T hings, follow wholeſome C ounſels, and lea ve 


be Event to God. 
| Let uo Man deſpair in Adwverſity, nor Jonny in Proſperity 
vr all 820 1 are changeable. 
Nie early to your Buſeneſe, learn good Things, and oblige 
to zo 
(bil. 1 
_ | Have a Care of Luxury and Gluttony ; but of Duster 
Jace i fs eſpecially; Ver Wine, as well as Age, makes a Man 4 
rg Jul} = YES 8 
Y Waich for the proper Opportunities of doing 7. Yu for” 
Pere is nothing avell done but what is dene in Seaſon. 
| love and honour Kings, Princes, and Magiftrates ; for they: 
23 ard be Bands of Society in e r of the Guilty, and pro-- 
ing the Innocent. 
4 by Theſe, or ſuch as theſe, were the Leſſons that Z/ 7 
0 N bad daily to his Son; but: ſo far was he from mendin 
pon them, that he grew. every Day worſe and worſe, 
{ ewing that it is not in the Power of Art or Diſcipline. 
rectify a perverſe Nature, or, as Euripides ſays, to nale 
l Man wiſe that has no Soul. But, however, accordin 
n Meweletus, he came ſoon Fo to be touched in Con- 
thout ib 2 for his barbarous Ingratitude, and died in a raging. 
Kmorie, 
I The Spring was now at Hand, and op was pre- 
in bs the Taſk he had undertaken about the Build: 


p of a Tower in the Air, and reſolving all manner of 
17 Queſtions :: 


a your 
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t lookin! 
zorole 0 


Kee 


8 $--- Men ; theſe are three 2 hings you ſhall never repent” 
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a The Life: of RSO. "= 
| Queſtions: But, ſays. our judicious: Author, I hall y 
| no more of that romantick Part of the Hiſtory; than that 
he went into Egypt, and: acquitted himſelf of his Commi- RE 7; 
ſion to Amaſis with great Reputation. From thence he Note 
went back to Labynetus, laden with Honours and Rewards; 
from whom he got Leave once more to viſit Greece; bu. 
upon Condition of returning to Babylon the firſt Oppor- ip 
69 ˙ - 50) USL 0-8 
When #/p had almoſt taken the whole Tour o 
Greece, he went to Delphos, either for the Oracle's Sake, 
or for the Sake of the «vi/e Men who frequented that Place. T 
But when he came thither, he found Matters to be quite 73, 
otherwäſe than he expected, and ſo far from deſerving the Hi 
Reputation they had in the World for. Piety, Learning, 
and Wiſdom, that he found them immoral, ignorant, and 
conceited, and hereupon delivered his Opinion of then hi 
under this Fable S463; 308-919 hurt 3M 
I find, ſays he, the Curioſity that brought me hither, 
to be much the Caſe of People at the Sea- ſide, that fe: 
ſomething come hulling toward them a great Way of 
at Sea, and take it at firſt to be ſome mighty Matter; 
* but, upon driving nearer and nearer the Shore, it prove Mi 
5 br laft to be only a Heap of Weeds and Rubbiſh,” S 
25% The Magifirates of the Place took infinite Offence 2 
this Liberty, and preſently entered into a Conſpirac 
-Againſt him, to take away his Life, for fear he ſhoull T 
give them the ſame Character elſewhere in his Travel 
that he had done there upon the Place. It was not. {Wu 
ſafe, they thought, nor ſd effectual a Revenge, to mah nei 
Sim away in eee but if they could ſo contrive ii hi 
as to bring him to a ſhameful End under a Form d. 
Juſtice, it would better anſwer their Deſign. To whe 
Purpoſe, they cauſed a golden Cup belonging to thei 
Temple to be ſecretly conveyed into has Baggage, We, 
he was packing up to depart. He was no ſooner out i 
the Town upon his Journey, but he was purſued ani 
taken by the Officers, and charged with Sacrilege. A 
deny'd the Matter; and laughed at them all fer 
Company of mad Men; but upon the Searching « 
his Boxes, they found the Cup, and 1 to 
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T0 The _ * sos x _ 0.5, <0, 
: t:ople;: harrying” him On Priſon nz MiddleioÞ 
9M 15 Defence. 1A An t 9 1217 EH O TRA. 10 Nom un 
They brought him ten nent Day into Court hers 
1 sda the Proof of his Innobence cane outias 


hem, with much ado, to be heard a few Words; and 


* » told them the Story of the wins. d and che d \as it 
Jake, Wands in the Fable: 7 
lace, This wrought: nothing upon the Hewrs: af: the: Del. 


N 1 Sans; but as they were bawling at the Executioner to 
—Y Fiſpatch, and do his Office, 2#/op,; on n ſudden, gave 
5 Ibem the Slipot and fledeto ar Altar hard by thereg in 


t, and Propes cher Religion of the Place might have protected 
then um; but the Delphiant told him, that the Altars of 
| the Gods were not to be any Sanctuary to thoſe that 


obbed their Temples; whereupon he took Occaſion to 


hat fer tell them à Fable of a Beetle, who being injured by! ah 
Vay ol Pagle, found means to draw down Vengeance upon 
'atter Y er powerful Oppreſfiors e nN 11 Nel 
prove, ght 1% 9 n by 

1.“ Ser 


ehe ſavs Ae :p, after the telling of this Fable, you 
are not to Hatter yourſelves, that x A Violators of holy 
ence a ars, and! the Gppreſſors 'of:: the Innocent, ſhall ever 
ip rac - 
Thou o ſuch a Degree, that they commanded the Officers 
Pravels 7 pomediately, to take AJep from the Altar, and carry 
not | ik away to his Execution, When A ſep found that 
to mak 3 either the: Sanctity of the Place, nor 12 Clearneſs of 
trive It 1 Wi is Innocence, were fuffleient to protect him, and that he 
Form was to fall ar Sacrifice to Subornation, and Malice, he 
o which Wave them vet one Fable more as he Was upon the ha 


to theifWto Execution ld 07 hls, 

e, wie There was an old Sethi 895 hes Shs had ſpent kis 
er out whole Life in the Country without ever ſecing the Town ; 
ſued au be found himſelf weak and decaying, and nothin 
ge. A would ſerve, but his Friends muſt needs ſhew hint the 
all for . Toum once before he died. Their Aſſes were very well 


acquainted with'the Way, and ſo they cauſeduhem to 
it to t1n* be made ready, and turned the old Man and Aſſes looſe 

Peop *: Without a Guide, to try their Fortune. They were 
overtaken 


; ear as the Dayp he was condemned do Ude and his 
Pentence Was ity be thrown: headlong down adele p Pre. 
Pipidel After his Doom was paſt, he prevailed upon 


eſcape Divine Vengeance. This enraged the Magiſtrates 
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xxxi The Life of ESO P. 


_ © only Time to deliver his laſt Breath with this Excla. | 


you to underſtand your Wickedneſs by your Puniſhment, 


from the Precipice, and he was daſhed to Pieces with the 5 
Fall. | = | 133 


mine and Peſtilence, to ſuch a Degree, that they went o 


was had brought theſe Calamities upon them, The 


Men among the Greets at that Time, went afterwards to 


— — — —N— 2 — — * — 


* overtaken upon the Road by a terrible Tempeſt, o 
„that what with the Darkneſs and the Violence of the 
« Storm, the Ales were beaten out of the Way, and 
© thmbled with the old Man into a Pit, where, he h:4 


© mation; Miſerable Wretch that I am! to be de. 
« ftroyeg, fince die I muſt, by the baſeſt of Beaſts, by | 
F „ 
And that's my Fate now, continued Aſep, in ſuffer.. 
ing by the Hands of a barbarous fottiſh People, who un. 
derſtand neither Humanity nor Honour; and act con. 
trary to the Ties of Hoſpitality and Juſtice. But the Gods 
will not ſuffer my Blood to he unrevenged, and I doubt; 
not, but that in Time the judgment of festen will give 


He was ſpeaking on, but they puſhed him off headlong 


The Delpbians, ſoon after this, were viſited with Fa. 7 
conſult the Oracle of Apollo, to know what Wickedneſs i: T the”: 


Oracle | Sh them this Anſwer, That they were to expiate 
for the Death of #/p. In the Conſcience of their Bar- 
barity, they erected a Pyramid to his Honour; and it is 
upon Tradition, that a great many of the moſt eminent 


Delpbos, upon the News of the tragical End of Z#/ep, to 
learn the Truth of the Hiſtory; and found, upon Enquiry, 
that the Principal of the Conſpirators had laid violent 
nne TT 

| * 


= hrong 
This is the Account which the Greet, have given us of 5 15 
Aſep, of his deplorable End, and of the Judgment which din 

overtook thoſe who were the Occaſion of it. But it hav- Mon- 5 
ing been already ſaid (page 15.) that ſome will have high 
Aſep to be the fame as Lochman among the Perſſans, it ys T, 
may not be amiſs to give the Subſtance of what the ant. 
learned Authors of the Univer/al Hiſtory, lately publiſhed MW 57 is 


with Applauſe, havfdelivered us in relation to this Point. Wives tx 


i that Perſian Sage his deſerved Cha- 25 
racter for Wiſdom (Vol. V. pag. 371, 372, aon thr Cho 
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= _ The Life of RS OT. xxl 
A hey fiy' „What we have reported is ſufficient, to ſhew, 
chat there is a ſtrong Reſemblance between the Hiſtory 


an of Leehnas; as reported by. the Eaſtern Writers, and 
8 that of #/op, as we find it written by the Greets. Both 
cla. mt | 


were mean in their Original; both Slaves through the 
Severity of Fortune; both famous for their Wiſdom; 
and both delivered their Maxims in the ſame Manner; 
that is, by way of Apologue. But there is a wide Dif- 
ference between the Frans in which the oriental Au- 
* RF thors ſay, Lochman lived, and thoſe wherein the Greeks 
Con- place A ſep. As to the firſt, it is generally allowed that 


30U BS Lochman lived in the Reign of Sclomon; whereas A e 
oubt is ſaid to have been cotemporary with Cre/us King of 
Swe Lidia, and Solon the 4thenian Legiſlator. From the. 
nent. Hiſtory of their Lives, and the Compariſon of their 
long WR p ables, there is all the Reaſon in the World to believe: 


h the that Lochman and Ap were the ſame Perſon : The 
& Difficulty ſeems to lie here, Whether the Greeis ſtole 
1 Fa-. him from the Orientals, or whether the Orientals took 
nt to him from the Crecks. It ſeems moſt natural to believe 
the former, ſince in ſuch Caſes the Grcets. are found, 
to have been notorious Thieves, and to have altered 
every Point cf ancient Hiſtory they were able to turn 
to their own Advantage. Beſides, the Apologue was 
certainly the favourite Mode of Teaching in the EA, 


nent By long before that, or any other kind of Learning, was 
rds to known to the Greeks.” 


op, to The ſame Authors give us, among ſeveral others, the 
Ts Paying Infance of the Wiſdom of Lochman: They 
101ent Wl! os, That ſtanding one Day in the Midſt of a great 
Ihrong of People, who were greedily liſtening to his 
iſe Precepts, a certain Man of Rank aſked him, if he 


129 rl pas not the black Slave whom he had formerly ſeen, 
2 85 ending Sheep; and he anſwered in the Affirmative. 
1 : 72 0 


ow then, ſaid the Gentleman, have you attained to 5 
high a Degree of Virtue? By theſe three eaſy Steps, 
bis Lochman, [ Have always Spoken the Tr uth ; [ have, | 


1 have 


ans, 1 


at 1 tant k:pt my Word; and I haue never. meddled in 
bliſhed By thing <vhich did not concern ne. A Perfran beet alſo 


; Point. ves the like Story of Lochman, which we have inſerted, 
d Cha- Eſop, in relation to the Figs and warm Water. Sir 
* wn Cherdin tells us, that at this Day the Per/ians are 

Try 


IN D E X. 


8 fond of his k ne that they are the firſt Things tha 

teach their Children, and ſpare no Pains to make then 1 
enter into, and comprehend their Meaning. And Mai. 
det himſelf has 4 wile Chapter in his Koran in prail 
of this wife Man; » nich makes his OGharacter and . 
Maxims not a little revered among the Mabomet ans 6 


_ Nations. 


the following Collection of Fables; but which, at tal 

robably boficwed from that excellen 5 9h) 
f God, Hondur thy Father and thy Moths row 4 
that thy Days may be. * in the Land which _ Lord i 
That Paſſage i is to this Purpofe: Re : 
member what Lochman Has injoined to Man, to honoufſ 


his Father and his Mother; his Mother bringeth hi | 


ſame time, was 
*Commandment o 


God groeth thee. 


- 


forth in Sorrow, and weaneth him at two Years ol! 
Re not then forgetful of God's Benefits: Honour ti 
Father and thy Mother; 3 for- thou ſhalt one Day | 
„ before God?  SHEFED 
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Aran Eagle. 
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- Ailes petition Jupiter 5 
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Aſs and Frogs 114 Boafling Mule 
Aſs and Ungrateful Maſter | 19 Boy and Falſe Alarms 
Aſs and Whelp : Boy and Mother 


WE 5 Boy and Snake 
20 Boy and Thief 
162 Boys and Frogs 


Aſs and Wolf 
Aſs, Ape, and Mole 
Aſs carrying an Image 


Aſs in Lion's Skin 133 Bragging Traveller 
As, Lien, und Cock 92 Bull and G nat 
0 Aſtrologer 'admoriſhed 61 Bal and Goat 
Ax and Foreſt | 


1 PFonceit 
ETovet 

' One Paſſage tian to the Duty of Children to Pa Sk 

rents we ſhall extract am this Chapter, as a propaf Poontr 


Concluſion to the Life of Aſep, and an uſeful Preface i 5 
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Lion and Bu'ls pag. 140 
Lion and Frog 121 
Lion and Man 143 
Lion and Mouſe 13 
Lion and other Beaſts a bunting 5 
Lion, Aſs, and Fox 116 
Lion, Aſs, and Fox a bunting 123 
Lion, Aſs, and Hare 152 
Lion, Bear, and Fox 3 
Lioneſs and Fox | 75 
Lion, Fox, and Wolf 96 
Lion in Love 74 
M | 
MIN and Satyr 145 
Man and Iwo Wives 86 
Man and Wooden God 68 
Man bit by a Dog 59 
Man bit by a Flea 85 
Man of Quality gnd Lion 635 
Man turn'd into a Piſmire 110 
Maſtiff and Als 163 
Men and ſuppoſed Sea-wreck 111 
Merchant and Mariner 130 
Mercury and Carpenter 79 
Mercury and Statuary 105 
Mercury and Traveller 62 
Miſer burying Gold 46-5 
Mole and Dam 84 
Mountain in J.abzur  _- 19 
Mountebank and Bear 139 
N 
T Eutral Bat 34 


Nightingale and Pat 99 
No Pleaſing Every- body 178 
Nurſe and Froward Child 130 


O 

OAK and Willow 127 
Old Crab and Young 132 

Old Dog and Maſter 19 
Old Lion . 12 
One- eyed "ug 1 91 
DArtridges and Setting-Dog 186 
Peacock and Crane 148 
Peacock and Magpye 122 
Pigeon and Crow 119 
Pigeon and Painter 118 
Pigeons and . | 153 

R Aven and Snake <A. 


Raven and Swan; Ms d\ 
Roaſted Cockles + 8 i 3 


; Ruſtick and River) 1 8 © 
| Scoffer SEW WJ 5 


Seamen praying t 


Wolf and Crane 


( 

10 

Wolf and Sheep 7 
1 


—.— 
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Sheep and Crow 


Shepherd and young Wolf 0; 


Shepherd turn d Merchant «6 


Sick Kite and Mother 4 
Sick Lion and Fox 1 
Skittiſh Horſe 1:5 
Snake and Crab 43 
Snake and File m 
Splenetick Traveller 169 1 
Stag and Lion Mm. 
Stag drinking m 
Sun and Wind 11 
Swallow and Crow 1 
Swallow and other Birds nc 
Swallow and Spider mM 3 
Swan and Stork 149088 
Here? $ no ) To-morrow 19 
Thieves and Cock [5 
Three pretended Penitents 15 
Thunny and Dolphin 1 


Traveller and Graſshoppers 
Trumpeter talen Priſoner 
Two Cocks fighting 
Two Enemies at Sea 


Two Friends and Bear 13 

Two Men and Halter ; 
Two Neighbour Frogs 10088 
Two Pots | 


Two Travellers and Money: 10 

| 101 

Two young Men and Cock 

Tyger and Fox | 15 
v | 


LJ Ndutiful young Lion 170 
W 


W ASPS in Honey- Pot 
Wild Aſs and Tame 11 


Wolf and Fox | 
Wolf and Kid 100, 12 
Wolf and Lamb 

Wolf and Lion 

Wolf and Porcupine 


Wolf and Sick Aſs 

Wolf and Sow ] 

Welf, Kid, and Goat : 

Wolves, Sheep, and Dogs 
; 


Woman and Death | 
Woman and fat Hen | 
Woman and Maids 11 
Y- 2» | 
| Youre Man and Swallow 
Fables in all | | TH 
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F- BLE £4 Cocx and a PRECIOUS STONE. | 


f 8 a Cock was ſcratching upon a Dunghill, he 
turned up a precious Stone. Well, ſays he, this 
 ſparkl ng Foolery to a Jewcler would have been 
meth! 2; but to me, a Barley-Corn is worth an hun- 8 
red Diamonds, | 4 
* Mox AL. 
72 Man æuill always prefer Things it 2 
Matters of Curigſity, Ornament, or Pleaſure, 
REFLECTION. 
The Moraliſts, as Sir Roger L' Eftrange obſerves, will 
iſdom and Virtue to be meant by the Diamond; 
ord andthe Pleaſures of it, by the Dungbill; and 
the” Cock, lu ptuous Man, wha abandons himſelf to 
; Luſts, without any regard, he Study, the 
7 e, or Je Excellency of bt gs.” 65 5 
But, add he, with the Favour of the As tients, this 
ble ſeems rather to hold forth an Emblem of Induſirx 
Moderation. The Cock lives by his honeſt Labour: 
is ſcraping upon the Dunghill is but working in his 
alli ling: Theprecious Stone is only a gaudy Temptation 
"Own in his Way, to divert him from his Buſineſs ant 
Duty; He would have been glad, he ſays, of a Bar- A 
Corn inſtead of it, * ſo caſts it . as a Thing 


_— 


I; 4 Asor's FABLES, * 
| not worth heeding. This is paſſing of a true Eftima:Wi 
upon the Matter, in preferring that which Providence 
has pronounced to be the Staff of Life, before a glitter. Wi F 
ing Gew-gaw, that has no other Value than whit Vl 

_ nity, Pride, and Luxury have ſet upon it. The Price of 
the Market to a Jeweler in his Trade, is one thing; 
but the intrinſick Worth of a Thing to a Man of Sent 
and Judgment, is another. Nay, that very Lapidar Ml: 
himſelf, as the fame Author obſerves, with a coming 
Stomach, and in the Cock's Place, would have made; 
the Cock's Choice. The Doctrine, in fhort, is, That we; 
are to prefer Things nec: ſſary before Things i uperfluous ;s: 
the Comforts and the Bleſſings of Providence before th In; 
dazling and fplendid Curioſities of Mode and Imaging 
tion : And finally, that we are not to govern our Live 1 
by Fancy, but by Reaſon. "Sy 


j 


F4aB.2. 4 Fox anda Cock. 


A | 
T was. the hard Fortune once of a Cock to fall in 
the Clutches of a Fox. Reynard war.ted to be upor T 
has Bones, but yet was deſirous of ſome plauſible ColouMWii 
for it. Sirrah, ſays he, what do you keep ſuch a ferm ower 
ing o'nights for, that no body can ſleep near you MWalice 
Alas ! ! ſays the Cock, I ſeldom wake : 586 body, ant whet che 
It is time for them to riſe and go about their Banc ip in 
This is a ſorry Excuſe for me, ſays the Fox; for 9 Wouſt | 
thou not alarm the whole Neighbourhod fo, that ne Coc 
Life is continually in Danger whenever ! prowl this Wa vWF olves 
in a Morning? In truth, ſays the Cock, that's not ml 
Intention when I crow, which 1 1s only to ſhew my, lg 
for the Dawn of the Day, and to revive the Hearts 
my Wives. Come, come, ſays Rernard, Foxes don't u 
upon Dialogues, and it is time for me to go to Break 
Dae him a Gripe, and ſo mad 4 
nd tc Story. 3 4 


Fan. 3. AWOLF anda LAM B. 


S a Wolf was lapping at the Head of a Fountat 

he *fpy'd a Lamb paddling at the ſame tine 
—— Way off down the Stream, and away he runs oper 
mouth to it. Villain, ſays he, hoʒy dare you lie ma 
og 0 the Water thay A! inking? Indeed, ſays” F 
1 88 Bat * drinking here # 
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4 Esor's FABLES. | 3 
, could have foul'd your Water fo far above. Nay, 


il your Skin's turn'd over your Ears, as your Father's 
ce as fix Months ago for prating at this ſaucy Rate; you 
ing; emember it full well, Sirrah ! If you'll believe me, Sir, 
SenefWuoth the innocent Lamb, with Fear and Trembling, I 
idary as not come into the World then. Why, thou Impu- 
ming ence, cries the Wolf, haſt thou neither Shame nor Con- 


made tience? But it runs into the Blood of your whole Race, 
Firrah, to hate our Family; and therefore you ſhall cen 


ous ; hay ſome of your Forefathers Scores. And ſo, without 
re the 1 y more ado, he tore the poor Lamb in Pieces. 


acne Mox a 1 of the Two Fables. 
Lire 


rocence is no Protectios againſt the arbitræry Cruelty of a 
hHerannical Poæber; but Reaſon and Conscience are, hows 


= generally cloar'd under the Shadow of thoſe Names. 
11 into REFLECTION. | 
z vol 


Pride and Cruelty never want a Pretence to do Miſ- 
Co:ouWict. The Plea of Net Guilty goes for nothing againft 


(cream Bower in ill Hands: For Accuſing is Proving, where 
e-. YOU! 


it hel the lively Image of a perverſe Reaſon of State, ſet 
une in Oppoſition to Truth and juſtice; but under the 


for dal 7 guſt Name and Pretence, however, of both. When 


hat ue Cocks and the Lambs lie at the Mercy of Foxes and: 
his Waves, they muſt never expect better Quarter, eſpeci-- 
not my, as Sir Roger L*Eftrange obſerves, where the Heart's 

lood of the one is the Nouriſhment and Entertainment 


my. ja 
Tarts the other. | 3 
FA B. 4. AI FRO G, Mos E, and KITE. 


on't ual 
real ia 

mad: | Here happened once a terrible Quarrel betwixt the 

Frogs and the Mice, about the Sovereignty of the 

ns; and whilſt two of their Champions were diſput- 


2 


PY 
* 


Founta! 
ae time 
uns ops 
3 which they had killed, that they were glad to 
e down and take Breath. In which Inſtant, a Fox 
„ e ed that Way; and, — 2 how. the Caſe ſtood with 

2 the: 


ring upon them, and gobbles up both together. 
FAB. 5. 4L1ON, BEAR, and Fox. 


** 


1 ys t'other, you'll never leave your chopping of Logick 


ever, /uch ſacred Things, that the greateſt Villainits are 


alice and Force are join'd in the Proſecution. This 


git with their utmoſt Might, down comes a Kite pow- 


Lion and Bear had fo long fought over a Fawn 


>. How wretched is the Man who knows not wht 


eo. LS OO I, 1 nes 1. 


4 Es oO P's FABLES. 
the two Combatants, he ſeized upon the dead Fawn, 
and ſcampered quite away with him. 


this Reflection upon the Matter: Here we have been 


worrying one another who ſhould have the Booty, till this i 


treacherous Fox has bobb'd us both. 
| Mor ar of the Two Fables. 
When Fools go 
away with the Stakes. 
REFLECTION: 
This is no more than what we daily ſee in popular 
Factions, where pragmatical Fools commonly begin the 


Squabble, and crafty Knaves reap the Benefit of it. Ther 
is very rarely any Quarrel, either publick or private, Whe. 


ther betwixt Perſons or Parties, but a third watches, and 
hopes to be the better for it; and all is but according 


to the old Proverb, While two Dogs are fighting for ft 
It is none of th: 
flighteſt Arguments therefore in all Diſputes for them 
gene 


Bone, a third runs away with it. 


Neceflity of a common Peace, that the Litigants g 


Tally tear one another in Pieces for the Benefit of ſom - 


third Intereſt ; ſome rapacious Kite or treacherous Foy, 


which either by Strength, or by Craft, maſters or def 
ceives both Plaintiff and Defendant, and carries ava 


the Booty. 
FAB. 6. A Doc and a SHAD Ov. 


S a Dog was croſſing a River with a Piece 0 
| Fleſh in his Mouth, he ſaw, as he thought, anothk 
Dog under the Water upon the very ſame Adventur. 
He never conſidered, that the one was only the Image ot 
the other; but, out of a Greedineſs to get both, he col 
at the Shadow, and loſes the Subſtance. 

MoR Al. 


This is the Caſe of unreaſenable and inſatiable Dejii 
graſping at what is out of their Reach, till they lj t 
Good they had in Peſeſion. All covet all loſe, /ays t 


Proverb, 


22 
9 
25 
. 


RPFLECT IOX. 


he is well, but paſſ-s away the Peace and Comfort 


his Life for the gratifying of a fantaſtical Appetite 
Humour! Ambition is a Ladder that reaches from EWRich a 


The Lion and th: 
Bear, not being in Condition to rife and hinder it, paſs'd 


together by the Ears, Knawves generally ru 


alike 


KB 


each 


. N — " 
Part 1 


took 


caſion 
Fpluck 
rates v 


WU negu: 
. 


An 


The 


= R sOrs FABLES. 3 
WW. Heaven; and the firſt Round is but ſo many Inches. 
in a Man's Way towards the Mounting of all the reſt. 
= He is never well till he is at the Top, and when he can. 
ao no higher, he muſt either hang in the Air, or fall; 
2 25 in this Caſe he has nothing above him to aſpire to, 
nor any Hold left him to come down by. Avarice is, 
always beggarly; for a covetous Man is ever in Want. 
*X The Deſire of more and more riſes by a natural Gradation- 
to ot, and after that, to all; till in the Concluſion we 
find ourſelves (like Alexauder the Great, who, when he- 
had conquered the World, wept that there were no more 


to be had, folicitous for ſomething elſe ; and then when 
„ whe- we have ſpent our Days in queſt of the meaneſt Things, 
;, and and often at the Feet of the worſt of Men, we find at 
ording the Bottom of the Account that all the Enjoyments un- 
„e der the Sun are not worth ſtruggling for. To return 
of ta to the Fable; Aſep's Dog here was in the Poſſeſſion of” 
for the a very good Breakfaſt, and he knew very well what he 
gene had in his Mouth; but fill, either out of Levity, Cu- 
f ſom rioſity, or Greedineſs, he muſt be chopping at ſomething 
as Tor elſe, that he neither wanted nor underſtood, till he for- 
or de feited a real Good for an imaginary one; and. loſt. all for: 
5 av 2 Shadow. 


* 
5 
Len OY: 


FAB. 7. 4 LION and Other Beaſts a hunting. 


. Lion, a Wolf, a Bear, and a Fox went a hunting 
P1ece 08 one Day ; and every one was to go ſhare and fhare: 
anotheh alike in what they took. I hey pluck'd down a Stag, and 


venture divided him into four Parts; but as they were entring 
mage each upon his Dividend, Hands off, ſays the Lion: This: 
he cho; kart is mine, by reaſon of my Quality; is, becauſe I 
took moſt Pains for it; his, again, becauſe I have Oc- 
caſion for it; and if you diſpute the ourth, we muſt e' en 
Doeſe luck a Crow about it : So the Mouths of the Confede- 
ey loje l | 
, ſays ' ON AE. 

WU negual Leagues or Alliances are generally to be avoided ; for- 


ot wil Hand, will commonly be his own Carver. 

om fort t REFLECTION. 
petite . The Poor and the Weak always lie at the Mercy of the: 

om 1 rich and the Powerful: Such therefore ſhould have a Care: 


* 


B 3. who 


Worlds to conquer) fick and weary of all that is poſſible 


e who has the Knife, that is to ſay, the Pewer, in bis- 


a 


7 
TE : ˙»——=. ˙—ẽͥuw. 


rates were all ſtopt, and they went away as mute as Fiſhes... 1 


Esop's FABL ES. 2 
how they engage themſelves in Partnerſhips with Men MY 
too mighty for them. Find out ſomething, ſays a Court. 


Minion to his humble Suitor : He does ſo; and then, N 7 
upon the Diſcovery, the Courtier ſeizes it for himſelf. too 
Now this 1s only a State-way of fiſhing with Cormo. - "NE 
rants, Men in Power plunge their Clients into the Mud = 
with a Ring about their Necks ; fo that let them bring Myhe: 


up what they will, nothing goes down with them that {the | 
they ſhall be ever the better for. And when they come, full 
in Concluſion, to caſt up the Profit and Loſs of the chis 
Purchaſe, or the Project, what betwixt Force, Intereſt, wil! 
and Complaiſance, the Adventurer eſcapes well, if he! 
.can but get off at laſt with his Labour for his Pains, 
All, in ſhort, that the Lion ſays or does in this Inſtance, 
is but according to the Practice of Men in Power in a 
thouſand other Caſes. | 


Fas. 8 A WoLr and a CRANE. 
Wolf had got a Bone in his Throat, and promiſed fit 
'a Crane a very conſiderable Reward to help him th 
out with it. The Crane did him the good Office, and 
then claim'd his Promiſe, Why, how now, Impudence!| 
ſays the other, do you put your Head into the Mouth of 
a Wolf, and then, when you've brought it out again ſaſe W 
and found, do you talk of a Reward ? Why, Sirrah, 
you have your Head again; and is not that a faikcient 


Recompence ? 


8 e th, 
20 

740 
MoRa L. | kind 
Hie that has to do wvith wild Beaſts ¶ as ſome Men are no beiter 


and eſcapes with a whole Skin, let him think himſelf ai It is 

| . | | ungrat 
REYIEZCTIO RN. |  Wivith o. 

It is a nice Buſineſs to determine, how far wickelhyf far 
Men in their Diſtreſſes may be relieved ; how far yr Spit 
eught to be reliev'd; and to what Degree of Loſs, La. Have af 
bour and Difficulty, a ſober, a wiſe, and a good Maortun, 
may interpoſe to their Redreſs. He may give, he maß no n 
lend, he may venture, ſo far as Generoſity and G00%Wfhrom zhe 


nature ſhall prompt him; provided always that he go 10 
further than the Conſcience of the Cauſe, or of the Action, 
will warrant him. A Man is at Liberty, it is true, to d 
many kind and friendly Offices, which he is not boun 
to do: And if the Largeneſs of his Heart ſhall car! 


N 
LA D 
Tee 


FL 


lun 


L Esop's FABLES. 7 
lea | im beyond the Line of neceſſary: Prudence, we may 
urt- | Y a, reckon upon it as a more illuſtrious Weakneſs. 

nen, 4 The Bone in the Throat of the Wolf may be under- 
ſelf. | ſtood of any fort of Pinch or Calamity, either in Bo 
mo- Liberty, or Fortune. How many do we ſee daily, 
Mud . gaping and ſtruggling with Bones in their Throats, that 
ring When they have gotten them drawn out, have attempted 
that the Ruin of their Deliverers! The World, in ſhort, 1s 
ome, full of Practices and Examples to anſwer the Intent of 
the dis Fable; and there are thouſands of Conſciences that 
ereſt, a be touch'd with the reading of it, wheſe Names are 
if he not written in their Foreheads. 

ains, 


FAB. 9. 4 CCUNTRYMAN and a SNAKE. 
ance, 


in a2 Countryman happen'd one hard Winter to *ſpy a 
. A Snake under a Hedge, that was half frozen to Deach, 
The good-natur'd Man took it up, and kept it in his 
8 Boſom, till Warmth brought it to Life again; and ſo- 
miſed ſoon as ever it was in Condition to do Miſchief, it bit 
p him de very Man that ſav'd its Life. Ah, thou ungrateful 
„ and Wretch! ſays he, is that venemous III- nature of thine 
ence! 0 be ſatisfy'd with an leſs than the Ruin of thy. 
uth off Preſerver? 
in {alc 
Sirrah, 


A cient 


BH: that tales an Reg 3 into his Boſom, is ell 

nigh ſure to be han; and it is net Charity, but 

| $74 to think of obliging the common Enemies. of Man- 
{H 


Bel ter) REFPLEeT ION. 
lf eu It is no-new Thing for good-natur'd Men to meet with 


ungrateful Returns. How many Examples have we ſeen. 
With our own Eyes, of Men that have been r.lieved out 


wickoiof ſtarving Neceſiities, which have bereav'd them both 
ar theſſhpf Spirit and Strength to do Miſchief, who in Requital 
fs, L. have afterwards conſpired againſt the Life, Honour, and 
od MaiſWortune of their Patrons and Redeemers ! Now all this 


he maj 
Good 


ram the Gallows and he'll cat your Throat. 
he go 1 | 


F A B. 10. J LionandanAss, 


> Action 

od AN Afs was fo hardy once, as to fall a mocking and 
ot boun braying at a Lion. The Lion began at firſt to ſhew 
all cares Teeth, and to fomach the Alfront; but upon ſe- 


big con 


+ 


s no more than the Proverb in a Fable: Save 4 T, hief 
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cond Thoughts, Well, ſays he, jeer on, and be an A ; 
ftill ; take notice only by the way, that it is the BaſcnezLN 
of your Character that has ſaved your Carcaſe. * #5, 


5 Mo A1. Bt 
Tt is below the Dignity of a great Mind to hold Conti 
avith People that haue neither Quality nor Couraꝶ Wi fa 
to ſay nothing of the Folly of contending With a — 9 
N, retch, awhere the very Competition i is a Scandal. 
REFLECTION, 
It does not become a Man of Honour My Wiſdom ty 
- conteſt with mean Spirits, and to anſwer every Foul i 
his Folly. The very Conteſt in this Caſe ſets the Maſt 
and Man upon the ſame Level, And the Lion was i 
the right not to caſt away his Diſpleaſure upon an Afy 
where there was no Reputation to be loſt, and none to h 
* ken Contempt, in ſuch a Caſe as this, i is the onlj 
-* Honourable Revenge. 


* FAB. 11. CiTyY Movuss and Corutas Mousz. 


Country Mouſe invited a City Siſter of her's to | 
Collation, where ſhe ſpared. for nothing that f 
w Place afforded ; as mouldy Cruſts, Cheeſe-Parings, mu 
Oatmeal, ruſty Bacon, and the like, The City Dame wade 
too well bred to find Fault with her Entertainment; butye 
"repreſented, that ſuch a Life was unworthy of a Merl 
like her's; and letting her know how ſplendidly ſhe l1y'd 
invited her to accompany her to Town. The County 
_ Mouſe conſented, and away they trudged together, an 
_ -about Midnight got to their Journey's End. The Cit 
Mouſe ſhewed her Friend the Larder, the Pantry, 
Kitchen, and other Offices where ſhe laid her Store 
and after this carried her into the Parlouz, where ti 
found, yet upon the Table, the Relicks of a might 
Entertainment of that very Night. The City Maul 
cary'd her Companion of what ſhe liked beſt, and 
to it they fell upon a Velvet Couch. The Country Mouk 
who had never ſeen nor heard of ſuch Doings beton 
bleſs'd herſelf at the Change of her Condition-; when, 
ill Luck would have it, all on a ſudden the Doors fi 
open, and in comes a Crew of noiſy Servants of bl 
* Sexes, to feaſt upon the Dainties that Mere left. I 
put the poor Mice to their Wits End how to ſave th 


| Skins; Stranger eſpecially, who bad never bY 
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Es oOr's FaBLEs. 9 
cn Danger before: But ſhe made a Shift however for 


a rer the Houſe was quiet again: Well! my Court Siſter, 

ſue, if this be the Sauce to your rich Meats, Dll e'en 

nad much rather he nibbling of Cruſts, without Fear 

ES: Hazard in my own Hole, than be Miſtreſs of all the 

Pelicates in the World, and ſubje& to ſuch terrifying 

Flarms and Dangers. | | 
MoR AL. 


BY ihe one, compared with the Anxiety, Voluptuouſneſs, and 
BY Hazards of the other. 


REFLECTION: 


Fife to the Noiſe and Buſtle of a public one! Innocence, 
"+ . . Q . . 

ecurity, Meditation, good Air, Health, and unbroken 
Reit, are the Bleſſings of the one; while the Rages of 
Luſt and Wine, Noiſe, Hurry, Circumvention, Falthood, 
8 PA h [ ©. | LIP af . 2 1 111 I 21h Are he 2293 A 
By 1c2cnery, Conruion, and ul fifa: are me connant 
Ittendants of the other. | 

The Splendor and the Luxury of a Court are but a 
goor Recompence for the laviſh Attendances, the in- 
idious Competitions, and the mortal Diſappointments 
Wat accompany it. The uncertain Favour of Princes, 
nd the Envy of thoſe who judge by Hearſay or Ap- 


he beſt Sort of Court Lives miſerable. To ſay nothing 
the innumerable Temptations, Vices, and Exceſſes of 
Life of Pomp and Pleaſure. Let a Man but ſet the 
Keaſing of his Palate againſt the Surfeits of Gluttony 
nd Exceſs; the itarving of his Mind againſt a pamper'd 
arcaſ> ; the reſtleſs Importunities of Tale-bearers and 
ack-friends againſt fair Words and Profeſſions, only 
om the 'Te?th outwards ; let him, I ſay, but ſet the 
e in Balance againſt the other, and he ſhall find himſelf 
uerable, even in the very Height of his Delights. 
ſo ſay all in a Word; Let him but ſet the Comforts of a 
te ſpent in Noiſe, F ormality, and Fumult, againſt the 


e preſent to {link into a Corner, where ſhe lay trembling 
d panting till the Company went away. As foon as 


Hack to my Cottage, and my mouldy Cheeſe again; for 


%, Fable ſpews the Difference between a Court and 4 
Þ Country Lie: The Delights, Innocence, and Security of 


= How infinitely ſuperior are the Delights of a private 


gearance, without either Reaſon or Truth, make even 


* 


ſlings of a Retreat with Competency and Freedom, and 


en caſt up his Account. 


What 
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What Man then, that not is ſtark mad, will volunta. 
rily expoſe himſelf to the imperious Brow-beatings and | 


0 | 3 2 -Y . 
Scorns of great Men! To have a Dagger ſtruck to r it, 


Food 
Intent 


his Heart in an Embrace! To be torn to pieces by Ca. 
lumny ; nay, to be a Knave in his own Defence! Por 
the honeſter, the more dangerous in a vicious Age, and 


+ PE! 


3 


P : 
or! 


here 
un. 


where it is a Crime not to be like the Company. Men cf 


that Character are not to be read and underſtood by their 
Words, but by their Interets ; their Promiſes and Protc. “ 


ſtations are no longer binding, than while they are pro- 
fit:ble to them. | 

After all, to keep the Fable more cloſely in View, 
let a Mar, with the Country Mcuſe, reflect on the 
Peace and Saſety of a ricil Retirement, and prefer, if he 
can, the Inſecurity, Noiſe, and Hurry of a more exalted 
Fortune. 


FAB. 12. A Crow anda MUSSEL. 
FAN NE of your Royſton Crows lay battering upon 2 
Muſſel, and could not for his Heart break the Shell 
to come at the Fiſh. A Carrion Crow in the interim 
comes up, and adviſes him to take the Muffel up in the 
Air as high as he could carry it, and then let it fail upen 
a neighbouring Rock; and its own Weight, ſays he, 
ſhall break it. The Ro»ffoner took his Advice, and it 
ſucceeded accordingly ; but while the one was upon Wing, 
the other ſtood lurching upon the Rock, and flew away 
with the Fiſh. | 
Mom AL. 
J a ſelſiſs Man gives bis Neighbcur good Advice, it is te 
to one but he has ſome End in it. 
f REELECTI OR. 

Men of Frankneſs and Simplicity are the moſt eaſily 
impoſed upon, where they have Craft and 'Treachery t 
deal withal. The Impoſture, in truth, can hardly mb 
carry, where there is a full Confidence on the one Side, 
and a plauſible Diſpoſition on the other; wherefore 1t 

ood to be wary, but ſo as not to be inexorable, where 
there is but any Place for Charity itſelf to hope for bet 
ter Things: Not but that a ſupine credulous Facility 
expoſes a Man to be both a Prey and a Laughing-ſtock a 


once. It is not for us to judge of the good Faith ol 
Mens Intentions, but by the Light we receive from ther 
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TI 
* wks; We may ſet up this for a Rule however, that 
here the Adviſer is to be evidently the better for the 
ecunſel, and the Adviſed in manifeſt Danger to be worſe 
or it, there is no meddling. The Crow's Counſel was 
pood enough in itſelf, but it was given with a fraudulent 
For I In tention. 


0 a. 


er FAB. 13. AFox and a RAVEN. 
| Fox *eſp'd out a Raven upon a Tree with a Morſe! in 
[7 his Mouth, that ſet his Chaps a watering; but how 
pro- o come at it was the Queſtion. Oh thou bleſſed Bird, 
ſays he, the Delight of Gods and of Men! and ſo he 
Jays himſelf forth upon the Gracefulneſs of the Raven's 
perſon, and the Beauty of his Plumes, his admirable Gift 
of Augury, Sc. And now, ſays the Fox, if thou haſt 
bot a Voice anſwerable to the reſt of thy excellent 
ECualities, the Sun in the Firmament could not ſhew the 
World ſuch another Creature. This nauſeous Flattery 
ſet the Raven a gaping as wide as ever he could ſtretch, 
on 2 Who give the Fox a Tafte of his Quail-pipe; but, upon the 
Shell ppening of his Mouth, he drops his Breakfaſt; which the 
term Fox preſently chopt up, and then bad him remember, that 
in the yhatever he had ſaid of his Beauty, he had ſpoken nothing 


upon get of his Brains. 

s he, i Mon aL. 

and it ere ;; hardly any Man living that may not be wrought up- 

Wing, J more or less by Flattery; for ave do all of us naturally 

Jawa roermuveen in our own Favour, But when it comes to be 
applied cuce to a vain Fool, there is no Find than can be 

1 | propoſed to be attain'd by it, but may be ect. d. 

t is 


: KEFLECTION- 5 
Flattery calls good Things by ill Names, and ill by 
good; but it will never be out of Credit, ſo long as there 
re Knaves to give it, and Fools to take it. 

It is in itſelf an unmanly ſlaviſh Vice; but it is much 
ſorſe yet for the Alliance it has to Hypocriſy; for while 
'e make other People think better of rhemſeldes than 
bey deſerve, we make them think better of 5s too than 
be deſerye : For Self-love and Vanity on the one hand 
liſts the Falſeneſs and Confidence on the other, while 
ſerves to confirm weak Minds in the Opinion they had 
{ themſelves before, and makes them Parties effec- 
ally in a Conſpiracy to their own Ruin, The only 
| | 3 Benefit 


eaſily 
hery t0 
iy miſ⸗ 
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and Purpoſes ; but nothing went ſo near the Heart d 1 
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Benefit or Good of F lattery i is this; that by Krkas mm | 
we are not, we may be inſtructed what we ought to be, 
FA B. 14. An OL D LION. : 
255 that in the Days of his Youth and Strength ha 
been very outrageous and cruel, came in the End 
K reduced, by old Age and [afrmity, to the laſt Degree 
of Contempt; inſomuch that all the Beaſts of the F rel, 7 
ſome out of Inſolence, others in Revenge, fell upon kin 3 
by Conſent. He was a miſerable Creature to all Intent 


kim in his Diſtreſs as to find himſelf batter'd by th 5 
Heel of an Aſs. 5 


MOR AL. 5 

A Prince who does not ſecure Friends to himſelf while ht vel, 
in Poaber and Condition to oblige them, muſt never exp 

. to find Friends when he is no longer able to do them an 
Good. 


RE FIL. EC T ION. jj 
The Caſe of this miſerable old Lion may ſerve to put + 


great Men in mind, that the Wheel of Time and of Fo ae. 
tune is ſtill rolling, and that they themſelves are to lie do 
at /ait in the Grave with common Duſt, and without a A!l 
th ing to ſupport them in their Age, but the Reputation evera] 
Virtue, and Conſcience of a well-ſpent Youth, But the mofl 
are none yet that fall ſo unpitied, ſo juſt, fo neceſſary, anfinfimns 
ſo grateful a Sacrifice to the Rage and Scorn of Comina he Br: 
People, as thoſe thathave raiſed themſelyes upon the Spe e i 
of the Public; eſpecially when that Oppreſſion is agg ery 
vated with a wanton Cruelty, and with Blood and Rap! nnd Su 
for the very Love of W ickedneſs. Falous. 


The Lion is here upon his Death- bed, and may be con 
pared to à great Man in Diſgrace; not a F riend left hin 
nor ſo much as an Enemy „ with either Fangs or Claw: 
tl at does not ſtand gaping and waiting” for a Coll op 0 
him. Here he lies faint, poor, and defenceleſs, ſtan 
in his own Thoughts with, the guilty Remembrancet | 


the Pride and Riot of his Youth ; all his Sins, as Wall! 


. 


| A 60 
LU NM 
Jays att 


enefit ( 
Itreſs 


all his Adverſarics, his Frauds and Cruelties, broke MBP 
Vows, Promiſcs, and Contracts, his "Tyranny and Hyp woe 
criſy, and the Iniquity, in fine, of all his Counſels . , 

Practices for the Ruin of the Guiltleis, flying in l. "a 


Face. And, to complete his Miſery, he finds hime 


reduc 


Esor's FaBLEs. 43 

eaduced ſo low, as to be forced to bear the Kicks and 

Mnſults of the moſt deſpicable Brutes of the Field; and no 

one to aſſiſt, or even to pity him. Let the inſolent great 
Men of the World think of this in the Height of thezr 

h hal proſperity, and tremble . ; 

nd to 


* 


5 FAB. 15. An Ass anda WHEL?P. 
Wh 


ore, A Gentleman had a Favourite Spaniel, that would be 
n ink ſtill toying and leaping upon him, .and playing a 
aten thouſand Gambols, which the Maſter was well enough 
art a pleaſed withal; inſomuch that an Aſs in the Houſe, that 
the thought himſelf coarſely uſed, would needs go the ſame 
gamefome Way to work, to curry Favour for himſelf; 
but he was quickly given to underſtand with a good Cud- 
„zei gel, the Difference betwixt the one Play fellow and the 
- expel other. 8 | | | | 
en an Monat. os 
People vho live by Example, ſhinld do auell to lool very nar- 
= rowly into the Force and Authority of the Precedint : For 
to pi that may become one Man, which avould be inſufferable in 
of Fon another, ander di forent Circumſtances. | 
e dom REFLE oN. : 
out au. Al Creatures have ſomething in them peculiar to their 
utatiou everal Species; and that Practice is ſtill the bet which 
at then mott conſonant to the Nature of them, by a common 
Inſtinct. The Fawnings of an Aſs are as unnatural as 
ſhe Brayings would be of a Dog. He that follows Na- 
hure is never out of his Way; and that which is be, for 
Every Man, is Fteeft for him too. He does it with Eaſe 
End Succeſs, whereas all Imitation is ſervile and ridi- 
culous. | | 


FAB. 16. 44 Lion and a Mos. 
| A Generous Lion, having got into his Clatches a poor 
UM Mouſe, at her carneſt Supplication let her go. A few 
Jays after, the Lion, being hampered in a Net, found the 
ncht of his former Mercy; for this very Mouſe, in his 
itreſs, remembring the Favour done her, ſet herſelf to 
| ock upon the Couplings of the Net, gnawed the Threads 
1 TR 0 Pieces, and fo delivered her Preſerver. 
a N Mon A l 

t holds threugh the wwhol: Scale of the Creation, that the 
Groat and Little have need of one anther. 

C REFPLECTTIO&. 
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Asor's FABLES. 


REFLECTION. 


| E . * 3 ee. are 
There is nothing ſo little, but Greatneſs may come tu , 
and in Need of it, and therefore Prudence and DiſcretafK 7 


5 , . RS centurc 
'Ought to have a Place in Clemency, as well as in Pieg people 
and Juſtice ; it is doing as abe evonld be done by « And th Hurden 
Obligation is yet ſtronger, where there is Gratitude er; 

2 1 >. » 1 Phip at 
well as Honour and Good-nature in the Caſe. The Gf, in 
neroſity of the Lion and the Gratitude of the Mouſe; bne Ca 
the Power, the Dignity, and the Eminence of the cue g the 
and the Meanneſs of the other; do all concur to tl 


* 


making of this a very inſtructive Fable. For, here is; 5 FA 
Recommendation of Clemency and Wiſdom both in one; K Sv 
For the Lion, in ſparing the Life of the Mouse, ſaved why þ C: 


own; and has left us in this Fable an Inſtance of a gra Com] 
ful Beaft, that will ſtand upon Record to the ConfulonMprhat ti: 
of many an ungrateful Man. No Fleſh, in fine, can Snares 
ſo great, as not to tremble under the Force and Conſe ick it 
quences of this Precedent. ” | Feglecke 
FAB. 17. A SIcx KiTE and her MOTHER. ſs 
TRAY, Mother, ſays a fick Kite, give over theſe il ent ks 
hn Lamentations, and let me rather have your Prayer it; but 
5 : __ A 
Alas! my Child, ſays the Dam, to which of the Gee c'en 
ſhall I pray, for a Wretch that has robbed all their Altar: bete 
* | M-0'sx AS. tion off 
Nothing but the Conſcience of @ virtuous Life can make Deaſipather'd 
eaſy to us; therefore there is no truſting to the DiſiradiWune to 
of an agonizing and a death-hed Repentance, Biken in 
REFLECTHEON, hnev bec 
The Kite's death-bed Devotion and Repentance worry ir 
iitke the Charity and Picty of a great many Penitents.i | 
meet with in the World; who, after the robbing 0 
Temples, the profaning of Altars, and other Violene 
of Rapine and Oppreſſion, build an Hoſpital, perhap 


Wiſe Me, 


beliewe 


or ſome little Alms-houſe, out of the Spoils of Widoi Many 
and Orphans, put up-a Bill for the Prayers of the Cbrivate p 
gregation, wipe their Mouths, and all is well agaW, preve; 
But it is not for a wicked Life to truſt to the Hazards Waker = 
an uncertain State and Diſpoſition at the Point of Deal, with 
Grace muſt be very ſtrong in theſe Confli&s, whWrrieq a! 
to vanquiſh the Weakneſſes of diſtreſſed Nature. Th ther, aff 


certainly is none of the Time to make choice of ior ours ha 
great Work of reconciling ourſelyes to Heaven, wh ant of 


Esor's FABLES. 13 
Ne are divided and confounded betwixt an Anguiſh of 
oay and of Mind: And the Man is worſe than mad, that 
entures his Salvation upon chat defperate Iſtue. Beſides. 


e people in that Condition do but diſcharge themſelves of 
te Purdenſome Reflections, as they do of the Cargo of a 
pip at. Sea that has ſprung a Leak; every Thing is 
Ge one in a Hurry, and Men only part with their Sins in the 
ie ne Caſe, as they do with their Goods in the other, t6 
one, 


m them up again ſo ſoon as the Storm is over. 
FAB. 18. A SWA L LOW and cther BIRDS. 
HE A Swallow (a Bird famous for Forcſight) feeing a 


one /A > a CT 1 2 
4 RY Country-Fellow fowing Hemp in his Grounds, call'd 


rat. Company of little Birds about her; and tcking them 
I 1 5 7 * 5 Pa \ * 8 1 5 
ue hat the Man was about, and that the Fowlers Nets and 
an Snares were made with Hemp or Flax, adviſed them to 
one ick it up ia time, for fear of the Conſequence. They 


eglected the Advice till it took root; and then again, 
5 ill i- was ſprung up into the Blade. Upon this, the 
* oallow told 'em, that it was not yet too late to pre- 
ſe ich Went the Miſchief, if they would but fet heartily about 
aver; but, findi:p that no heed was given to what ſhe ſaid, 
Goc Whe e'en bad adieu to her old Companions in the Woods, 
ta Wd betook herſelf to a City-Life, and to the Converſa- 

tion of Men. This Flax and Hemp came in time to be 
Deagather'd and wrought ; and it was this Swallow's For- 
[rac une to ſee ſeveral cf the very Birds ſhe had fore warned, 
taken in Nets made of the Stuff; and then, too late, 


hey became ſenſible of the Folly of flipping their Op- 


> WO ortunity. 

ents.v | þ Moral. | 

bing Wiſe Men read E feds in their Cauſes ; but Fools «vill noi 
oy believe them till it is io late to prevint the Riſchief. 

YerNaps REFLECTION. | 


Widos 
he Col 
1 agal 
2 ards 
f Dea 


rb 
„ Who! 


Many great Evils have happened, as well to States as 
private Perſons, hy neglecting to take timely Precautions 
6 prevent them. Ihe greateſt Miſchiefs have often 
aken their Riſe from very ſmall Beginnings; but meet- 
ny with no Check in their firſt Appearance, have ſoon 
aried all before them. The Ottoman Hiftory, to name no 
4 ther, affords many ſignal Inftances of this; and a few 
f ours have ſeen the greateſt Prince in the World, for 
en, Wat of timely Caution, tumbled from a Throne to a 
| (2 , P riſon. 


bn As Oops FAR L ES. 
Priſon. The Doctrine may be extended alſo to forewan 
us againſt cheriſhing the firſt Temptations to Vice, which 
not checked in Time, it takes root, overſpreads the why 
Mind, and perhaps ends in our utter Ruin. Little Pro. 
gnoſticks are not to be diſregarded, when the Conf. 
quences which they forbade are likely to be fatal. 


Far. 19. The FRO GS deſire a K INS. 


HE Frogs, grown weary of Liberty, petitioned 4 

fiter for a King. Jul iter, to try them, threw them heir 
Jon a Eog for their Governor; which, upon the firſ 5 7 
Daſh, frighted them all into the Mud; nor durſt they! : 31 
for ſome ime look cut, till one Frog, bolder than the 
reſt, Fut up his Head, and look! zing about him, beheld 
how quiet their new Prince lay. Upen this he calls hi 
Fellew-St bjects together, tells them the Cafe, and no- 
thing would ſerve them then, dut riding a-top of him 
infomuch that the Dread they were in before, is nen 
. turn'd into Inſolence and Tumult. This King, = 4 
ſaid, was too tame for them, and Jipiter mult need 
be intreated to ſend them another. He did fo, and cn a 
among them a Stork, who ſoon reyenged the Cauſ off 
King Leg. and devour” d as many of his new Subjects 2 
came in his Way. The Remainder of the miſe: «bl: The, 
Crew petitioned again for a new King, or to be reitora borne, 
to their former State; but were told, that they halfſ&=uch 
brought all theſe Evils upon themſelves ; ; and as ih t 
Stork was ſent for their Puniſhment, they muſt bear! Neighb 
as well as they could ; for there was no Remedy bu Pacious 


re i 
the I 
Stainl 
Prov. 
Sto ha 
1 Feaſinc 
re ate 
wn new 


1 h he L 
Count. 


Patience. { Top! 
Mon aL. bad Rea 

No State of Life can pleaſe a diſcontented Mind. Such Pech [Power i 
as know not when they are avell, and covet Change, di to Arms 
only blame themſelves, if that Change makes their Cond a foreigr 
tion wwarſe. troy the 
RzyLECTION. Ithemſely 


tell us 
Cauſe, 
the Nor 
cent I; 


This Fable ſets forth, in every Part but that of ü 
Log, the Condition of the //-aclites, who, not content 
wit the'l heocracy under which they had the Happine 
to live, would needs have a King, in Imitation oft 
nei hbouring Nations. Their Defire was comply'd wit 
and in King Saul God ſend them a Szor#, who, afte! 
. made them ſenſible of their Folly. 


” Fsor's FanLlES. 17 


. We ſhould learn to be contented in our preſent State, 
1 Wc it what it will; for a Defire of Change once poſſeſſing- 
the human Mind, it knows not the End of it. God cer-- 


s oe | I ainly knows what is beſt for us, and a Reſignation to his 
| " providence is the ſureſt Way to obtain his Bleſſing, and 
eto have no Reaſon to lament that Unſteadineſs and Un- 
* ele of Temper which often ſubjects Mankind to the- 
reateſt Mis fortunes; and makes them, in aſpiring after 

77 da new Condition, wiſh themſelves. once again reftor'd. to? 
em Y heir firſt... 

N 5 FA B. 20. The KTTE, HawR, and PIGEON S. 
b i HE Pigeons, finding themſelves perſecuted by the- 
eld Kite; made choice of the Hawk for their Guardian. 
bs i rde Hawk ſets: up for their Protector; but, under the. 


| no 5 Countenance of that Authority, inſtead of carrying on 
Za War with the Kite, makes more Havock in the Dove-- 
9 houſe in two Days, than the Kite could have done in as 
many Months. 


him; 
neu 
ther 


nee : Mora E. 5 | | 
d (ent WE ii 4 dangerous thing for People to cal. in A. Foæber ful aud“ 
uf ei ambitious. Mar for their Protechor. 


2 RE F I. ECTIO R. 


es 35 
al The Fvils we know, are oftentimes much better to be 
gor borne, than to ſeek Redreſs where the Damage may be 
y hal much greater. How many Perſons have had Reaſon to 
7. thi they had rather. borne the Inſults of a powerful 


hear |! 


dy bu 


pacious Lawyer Haw! 
{ Toproceed to higher Points ; how many Nations have 
had Reaſon to with they had borne: the ſmaller Tofults of” 
Power in their lawful Princes, rather than have recourſe 
to Arms,. or, to be nearer the Fable, to the Protection of” 
ja foreign Power, which ſeldom; in this Caſe, fails to de- 
troy the Independency and Liberty of ' thois wio put” 
themſelves under its Protection! Let ow old Hiftories 
tell us what our antient Britons ſuffer'd a purely from this 
Cauſe, from the Piæs down to the Sa vo ns, the Danes, and 
e Norman, not to name, as we mi ght do, other more 
weent Inſtances, e 1 8 


h P C0 f 
ge, 00 


y Cond 


Þ of b 
ontent 
appin 
n oft 
"4 wil 


5 after 


Neighbour Kite, than to ſeek Redreſs from:the more ra- 


Kos Fa * 


1 21. 4 1 ay 4 THIEF. 


8 a Gang. of Thieves were at work to rob a Houfe, 
a Maſtiff took the Alarm, and fell a barking : One 
of the'Company ſpoke him fair, and would have ſtopt 
his Mouth with a Cruſt. No, ſays the Dog, this will 
not do, for I'll take no Bribes to betray my Maſter ; nor 
will I, for a Piece of Bread in Hand, forfeit the Eaſe, 
Satisfaction, and Liberty of my Whole Life. 

Mo Rx AL. 
Fair Words, Preſents, and  Flatteries, are always | to h 

QJuſpeated to cover a baſe and avicked Intent. 

REFLECTION. 

When ill Men take up a Fit of Kindneſs all of a ſud. 
den, and appear to be better natur'd than uſual, it is 
diſcreet to fol ect Fraud, and to lay their Words and their 

Practices aun This Moral reaches to all ſorts of 
F Truftees whatſoever, whether they be Counſellors, Con. 
| fidents, Favyour.tes, Officers, Soldiers, Traders, or what 
you will; for there are good and bad of all Kinds and 
Profeſſions. So that 222 %s Dog 3s a Reproach to falſe 
Men in general, and a good Leſion to Servants of all De- 
nominations, not to part with their Honeſty for a ſordid 
Bribe; which will in the End ſubje& them to never-ceaſing 
Remorſe, and the Stings of a wounded Conſcience. 


FA B. 22, A Woll and a Sow. 


7 of a Sow that was Juſt ready to lie down. The Sow 
as civilly thank'd her for her Love, and defir'd ſhe wou'd 


at a ARCS the greater the better. 
1 | | Mo RAL. 
There are ub Snares ſo dangerous as thoſe which are laid 4 
[ us under the Name of good Offices. 
EFLECTIO-K;. 

A wiſe Man will keep himſelf upon his Guard againk 
the whole World, more eſpecially againſt a known 
Enemy ; but moſt of all, againſt that Enemy who aps 
pears in the Shape of a Friend. The lying-down Sow 
would have made a very bad Choice to have taken the 
Wolf for her Nurſe. 


F a By 


Wolf very kindly offer'd to take care of the Litter. 


be pleas'd to ſtand off a little, and do her the good Oi 
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FAB. 23. A MOUNTAIN in Labour. 5 


and all the Neighbourhood got together to ſee what 
a monſtrous Iſſue fo * a Mother would bring forth; 
ben, behold! of a ſudden, out run a ridiculous Mouſe, 
Mo R Al. 


N 2 fo much expoſes Man to Ridicule, as when, by wain 


* Blufters, he raiſes the Expectation of ail around him, and 
5 | falls ſhort in his Performances. 


| REFLECTION. 
; | What are all the extravagant Attempts and Eaterprings 


of vain Men in the World, but Morals, more or leſs, of 


this Fable? What are mighty Pretences, undertaken with- 
out Conſideration, and brought to no Effect, but the Va- 
þ pours of a Diſtemper, that, like ſickly Dreams, have nei- 
ther Iſſue nor Connection? And the Diſappointment to 
the Undertakers is not all neither; for Men become 
ridiculous, inſtead of formidable, when this Tympany is 
found to end in a Blaſt, and their Mountain produces only 
n Mouſe. We could give many recent Inſtances of 
Attempts that would fall under the Laſh of this Fable, 
8 chuſe to decline fo invidious a 'Faſk, 


Fan. 24. An Ass and an UNGRATEFUL Mas TER. 


Wk worn to the Stumps, had the IIl-hap ene Day to 
1 Make a falſe Step, and to fall down under "his Load: 


most to Death for it. This, ſays the Aſs, is according to 
de Courſe of the ungrateful World; One caſual Slip is 
| Gough to weigh down the faithful Service of a long Life, 


Fas. 25. An Ol. p Dog and his MasTER, 


1 N Old Dog, that in his Youth had led his Maſter 
[ many a merry Chace, and done him all the Offices 
Fatraſty Servant, came at laſt, upon falling from his 
peed and Vigour, to be loaden at every turn with Blows 


oors. Why, Sir, ſays the Dog, my Will is as good 


much ſuſtice hang me up becauſe I'm old; as beat me 
cauſe mine 5457-5. 


SORE 


19 


Rumour went that the Mountain was in Labour, | 


[A Poor Aſs, that, what with Age and hard Labour, was 


His Driver immediately falls upon him, and beats him 


d Reproaches for it, and at laſt turn'd quite out of 


ever, but my Strength is gone; and you might with 
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oo” - ESO 's FABLES: 
M ORAL of the Two Fables. = 

E is a borbars Inhumanity in great Men to old Serwant;, 

| not to allow the paſt Services of their Strength and Youth BT 
3 capable of atoning for the Failings natural to Age; and? 


to an Age perhaps that has been 8 on by hard Las yy y 
- bour and Zeal in their Service. © 2 - Fi 70 
REFLECTION. many 
Theſe Fables are a Reproof to the ungrateful Cruelty ! erpet 
of thoſe who will neither forgive one Slip nor reward a fore 1 


thouſand Services, but take more Notice of a particular pnce f 
unlucky Accident, than of a general laudable Practice: that's 
But one Stumble is enough to deface the Character of nd de 
an honourable Life. And this is found in Governments and a 
as well as in Courts and private Families; with Maſters 
and Miſtreſſes, as well as in States. 4 

It is a miſerable Thing when faithful Servants fall into? 
the Hands of ſuch inſenſible and unthankful Maſters; 
ſuch as value Services only by the Profit they bring ; 

them, without any Regard to the Zeal, Faith, and af. [4 
fection of the Heart, and pay them with Blows- and Re. 
proaches, in their Age, for the Uſe, Strength, and ln. H 
duſtry of their Youth. Nay, human Frailty itſelf iſ 
imputed to them. for a. Crime, and they are treated wort V 


— = 


— "Rain 


— > 


than Beaſts for not being more than Men. Here is a der 

old drudging Cur turn'd off to ſhift for himſelf, for wan a1 x: 
of the very Teeth and Heels that he had loſt in his Ma 5; un, 
ſter's Service: Nay, if he can but come off for ſtarving 
too, it paſſes for an Act of Mercy. It may be a Queſtio since 
now whether the Wickednefs, or. the Imprudence of thiftures, 2 
Iniquity be the more pernicious ?. For, over and abound fin, 
the Inhumanity,.it is a Doctrine of ill Conſedquence to Htſelf ot! 
Maſter himſelf, to ſhew the World how impoſfible a 'T hue ; wh 
it is for a Seryant to oblige and pleaſe him : Nay, it Mrhat w. 
ſome ſort of Temptation ao to Impiety and Injuſtic Atom 0 
when Virtue and Duty come to be made dangerous. reatur 


and, V, 
pher of 


FAB. 26. An Ass, an APE, and a MOLE. 
N. Aſs and an Ape were conferring on- Grievance 


The Aſs complain'd mightily for want of HomMotions 
wy the Ape was as much troubled for want of 2 Tal licht 
Hold your Tongues, both of ye, ſays the Mole, and With Pr. 
thankful for what you have; for the poor blind Moirhe Af 


are ina. worſe. Condition than either of ye. | id the 


Fal 


i FAB. 27. The HAR RHS and the FRO GS. 


— 


, 
wth RAN NCE upon a Time the Hares found themſelves 
and mightily unſatisfied with the miſerable Condition 
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3 : ney lived in. 


many other Creatures, which prey upon us at Pleaſure; 
3 erpetually in Frights, perpetually in Danger; and there- 
Fore I am abſolutely of Opinion, that we had better die 


once for all, than live at this Rate in a continual Dread 
that's worſe than Death itſelf, The Motion was ſeconded 
er of 
| ; 
Epaſs'd, but away they ſcudded with that Determination to 
Ihe next Lake. 
Shoal of Frogs from the Bank into the Water, for fear of 
the Hares. Nay then, my Maſters, ſays one of the graveſt 
bring! 


4 Af. 


nd debated, and a Reſolution immediately taken, One 
nd All, to drown themſelves. The Vote was no ſooner 


Upon this Hurry there leapt a whole 


f the Company, pray let's have a little Patience. Our 
ondition, | find, is not altogether ſo bad as we fanſy'd it 


for there are thoſe, you ſee, that are as much afraid of us 
as we are of others. | 


Morar of the Two Fables 


ere is no contending with the Orders and Decrees of Pro- 
[4 vVidence, 


ard every Man's own Lot (well underſtood and managed) 


He that made us knows what is fitteſt for us; 


is undoubtedly the beſt. | | 

| REFLECTION. | 
Since Nature provides for the Neceſſities of all Crea- 
tures, and for the Well-being of every one in its kind; 
End ſince it is not in the Power of any Creature to make 
Itſelf other than what by Providence it was deſign'd to 


be; what a Madneſs is it to wiſh ourſelves other than 


Bhat we are, and what we muſt continue to be! Every 
Atom of the Creation has its Place afligned : Every 
Creature has its proper Figure, and there is no diſpute- 
irg with Him that made it ſo. Why hawe I not this? 
and, Why hade 1 not that? are Queſtions for a Philoſo- 
pher of Bedlam to aſk; and we may as well cavil at the 
otions of the Heavens, the Vicifſitude of Day and 
ic and the Succeſſion of the Seaſons, as expoſtulate 
ith Providence upon any of the reſt of God's Works. 
he 4/5 would have Horns, the Ape would have a Tail, 
„d the Hares would be free from thoſe Terrors 2 


EsoOp's FABLES. 21 


| Here we live, ſays one of them, at the 
EAMcrcy of Men, Dogs, Eagles, and I know not how 
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the one hand, and the Frogs on the other, ſhew that then 0 


man Nature: And as we are happy or miſerable, con 


our Ingratitude, What would not a Man give to be 


" confidering his Want; and the poor Man cnvies W 


Wheel, is one Man that is innocent, than ano other under 
the ſame Tor ture that is guilty ? The only Way for Har 


Ther never abas a Hypocrite ſa diſguts 4 but be had ſi 


ien Fandek * 
timid as they are, they give to others: But the Mole r EE 


are others as miſerable as themſelves. 85 

It may ſeem to be a kind of a malicious Satis fact 
that one Man derives from the Misfortunes of another, 
But the Philoſophy of his Reflection ſtands upon an- 
other Ground; for our Comfort does not ariſe fron 
other Peoples being miſerable, but from this Inference 
upon the Balance, That we ſuffer only the Lot of hu 


pared with others; ſo other People are miſerable or haves L 
compared with us; by which Juſtice of Providence, we 
come to be convinced of the Sin, and the Miſtake, oi 


eas'd of the. Gout, or the Stone ? Or, ſuppoſing an 1:cu- 
rable Poverty on the one hand, and an incurable Malay 
on the other, why ſhould not the poor Man think bim. 
ſelf happier in his Rags, than the other in his Furpleſ 
But the rich Man envies the poor Man's each, wi thou 


other's 77 dee. without conſidering his Diſcaſtm. Wham 
is an ill Name in the World, to a good Conſcience witin 5 
one's ſelf? And how ee leſs: miſerable, upon ti 


and Aſſes, is to be thankful for what they are, and wi atio 
they have, and not to grumble at the Lot that they mulrer, w 


bear in ſpite of their Teeth. | KLaſes, 


1 f 
FAB. 28. Worx; Kip, and 0 7. Ts 


Goat going outone Morning, charged her Kid, upo he on 
her Bleſſing, not to open the Door till ſhe cam Vaths © 


A 


back, to any Creature that had not a Beard. The GolWWitnef! 
was no ſooner out of Sight, but up comes a Wolf to truth i 
Door, that had over-heard the Charge, and in a fm | 
Pipe calls to the Kid to let her Mother come in. Ti 


Kid fmelt out the Roguery, and bad the Wolf ſhew hf 
Beard, and the Door Thould: be open to him. £ 
| Morart. 


Mark or ol her to be known I”. 


Reet 


ESsor's FABLES. 23 
mM REFLECTION. 
cr: Hereis Prudence, Caution, and Obedience recommended 
os in the Kid's Refuſal to open the Door; and here is 
n kewiſe ſet forth in the Wolf, the Practice of a fraudulent 
her, nd a villainous Impoſtor. If the Kid's Obedience had 
au- ot been more than her Sagacity, ſhe would have found, 
ron do her Coft, the Teeth of a Wolf in the Mouth of a pre- 
ene] ended Goat, and the Malice of an Enemy cover'd under 
ho- the Voice and Pretence of a Parent. 
wn | « FAB. 29. A Doc, a SHEEP, anda WOLF, 
„ we A Dog brought an Action of the Caſe againſt a Sheep, 
e, i > for ſome certain Meaſures of Wheat, that he had 
to be ent him. The Plaintiff proved the Debt by three poſitive 
inc MAVitneſſes, the Wolf, the Kite, and the Vulture. The De- 
aach endant was caſt in Coſts and Damages, and forc'd to ſell 
him. 1 he Wool from his Back to ſatisfy the Creditor. 
urple! 5 2 5 MN | | | 
1thout . is not a Straw Matter, whether the main Canſe be 
* right or wwrong, or the Charge true or falſe, where the 
WHA Bench, Furr, and Witneſſes are in a Conſpiracy againſt 


es tn 


within the Priſoner. | 
on tw - -REFLECT'LO'N. 


runde No Innocence can be ſafe, where Power and Malice are 
Haren Confederacy againſt it. There is no Fence againſt Sub- 
d whifrnation and falſe Evidence. There is no living, kow- 
ey cuulirer, without Law); and there is no Help for it in many 
Faſes, if the /awving Equity be over-ruled by the billing. 

Letter of it. It is the Verdict that does the Buſineſs, but | 
Te. Wits the Evidence, true or falſe, that governs the Verdict. 

d, upoß he only Danger is the giving too much Credit to the 
e came Paths of Wolves, Kites, and Vultures ; that is to ſay, of 
he Go Vitneſſes fo profligate as to bring a Scandal even upon 

If to Truth itſelf. | | ns 


| | 
©". Fas. 30. A COUNTRYMAN and a SNAKE. 
ſhew WA Snake had bedded himſelf under the Threshold of 
Ea Country-houſe: A Child of the Family happen' d 
o ſet his Foot upon it; the Snake bit him, and he dy'd 
| had ſa the Bite. The Father of the Child made a Blow at. 
de Snake, but miſs'd his Aim, and only left a Mark 
hind him upon the Stone where he ſtruck. The 
REFLIuntry man offer'd the Snake, ſome time after this, to 


%, » 


by Z$0r's FABLES. 
be Friends again. No, ſays the Snake, fo long as I hay 
this Flaw upon the Stone in my Eye, and you the Death 
of the Child in your Thought, there's no truſting d 
ou. | 5 
1 A N Mo A L. 

There is a great Difference betwixt Charity and Facilig 
We may hope well in many Caſes, but let it be wwithay 
venturing our all upon it. A 

- | RFAECTIONe. 
It is ill truſting a reconciled Enemy; but it is worſe yet 

to proceed at one Step from Clemency and Tenderneſs u 

Confidence and Truſt; eſpecially where there are many 

Memorials in Sight for Hatred and Revenge to work uy. 

on. Upon the whole Matter, the Countryman was toy 

eaſy, in propoſing a Reconciliation (the Circumſtance 
duly conſidered) ; and the Snake was much in the right 
on the other hand, in not entertaining it from a Man that 

had ſuch a Remembrance at hand ſtill, to provoke him t 

a Revenge. Wherefore it is highly neceſſary for the one i 
| know how far, and to whom to truſt, and for the other, 
_* underſtand what he has to truſt to. It is a great Error t 
take Facility for Good- nature: Tendernets without Dik 
cretion is but a more pardonable Folly, | 
ES FAY. 31. 4 For anda STORE: 
A Fox on a Time invited the Stork to a Treat. Th 
21 had ſeveral Soups ſerved up in broad Diſhes an 

Plates, and fo the Fox fell to lapping himſelf, and bi 

his Gueit heartily welcome to what was before hin 

The Stork found he was put upon, but ſet a good Fa 

upon his Entertainment, and told his Friend, that by! 
means ne muſt take a Supper with him that Night 
Retern. The Fox made ſeveral Excuſes, but the Stoi 
An fine, would not be ſaid Nay ; fo that at laſt he pn 
miſed him to come. The Collation was ſerved up 
HGBlaſſes with long narrow Necks, and the beſt of ee 
Thhing that was to be had. Come, ſays the Stork“ 
his Friend, pray be free as if you were at Home, 2 

ſo fell to it very heartily himſelf. The Fox quick 
found this to be a Trick, and ſneak'd away under 

; Conſciouſneſs of being juſtly requited for his own ini 
pitable Frolick, £7 
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29 
MOR AE. 
x Jing looks fo filly as a crafty Knave outwitted, and 


beaten at his own Play. 


* 


REF L EOCT ION. 
This is the Fate commonly of Drolls and Buffoons, 
that while they think to make Sport with others, they 
ſerve only in the Concluſion for a Laughing- ſtock them- 
1 ſelves. 
3 The Fox's Frolick went too far, in regard it was both 
upon an Invitation, and under his own Roof. Now the 
| N. eturn of the Stork was only a warrantable Revenge, 
even according to the Rules of Civility and good Fellow. 
k ip; for the Fox's leading the Humour, gave the other 
hot only a Provocation, but a kind of Right to requite 
En! in his own Way: This may ſerve to reprove thoſe 
Tiberties in Converſation, that paſs the Bounds of Good- 
nature, Honour, Honeſty, and Reſpect; and it further 
Faches us, that the Laws of Humanity and Hoſpitality 
Huſt be kept ſacred upon any Terms; for the wounding 
Bf a Friend for the Sake of a Jeſt is an Intemperance, an 
bi Immorality, not to be endured. 


[Fans. 32. 4 Fox and a CAR VED HEAD. 
A Fox in a Carver's Shop, admiring, among others, one 
? articular fine Buſt, iaid, after he had conſider'd it 


ry attentively, Well, thou art really a beautiful Piece; but 
hat Pity it is that thou haſt not one Grain of Senſe ! 


Moxrar. 
beautiful Outfide does not always indirate an ingenious 

Mind. No Faith is to be given to mere external Ap- 
ſfearancès. 

REFLECTION, | 

The Excellency of the Soul is aboye the Beauty of the 
ddy, tho* more Care is generally taken to cultivate the 
prantages of the one, than thoſe of the other. To wrap 
all in a Word, The World itſelf is but a great Shop of 


irv'a Heads; and the Fox's Conceit will "hold as welk 5 
human Life, as in the Fiction. 


AB. 33. A Daw and BoRROw'd FEATHFRS, 


\ Daw that had a Mind to be ſparkiſh, trick'd hims 
ſelf up with all the gay Feath rs he cou'd muſter ' 
ether ; and valued himſelf upon them above all the 
D 


Birds 


to 46 ROPE FADLES 
Birds in the Air. This got him the Envy of all his Com. 
panions, who, upon a Diſcovery of the Truth, fell 90 
- pluming of him by Conſent ; and when every Bird had 
taken his own Feather, the filly Daw was reduced to hi 
primitive State, and found a laſting Contempt added ty 
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his former Poverty. 
| EW MOR AL. e 
Where Pride and Beggary meet, People are ſure to be ma: 0 
ridiculous in the Concluſion. 7 

| REFLECTION. ' | i 
Every Thing is beſt, and every Man happief in the We e 
State and Condition wherein Nature has placed them; es 
but if Daws will be fetting up for Peacocks, or Ail Rf moe 
for Lions, they muſt expect and content themſelves Me 245 
be laugh'd at for their Pains. The Alluſion of the Day oe” 
here, and his borrow'd Feathers, extends-to .all Sorts of * ; 
Impoſtors, vain Pretenders and Romancers. It points al. [. 8: 
ſo at the empty Affectation of Wit and Underſtanding; i 51 RE: 
which Caſe it fares as it does with Men who ſet up toi „ 
Quality, Birth, and Bravery, upon ,the Credit of a gay * 55 0 
Outſide. Such Plagiaries as ſtrut in the borrow'd Wit d The 
other Authors, may alſo be aptly compar'd to the Daw yr... Be 
the Fable. SI * hea: 
© Fas. 34. Au AN r and FI v. rae, fr 
HERE's the Honour, or the Pleaſure in the Worlghiſe” Inte 

ſays the Fly, in a Diſpute for Pre-eminence with ti a this m 

Ant, that I have not my Part in? Are not all Temp" eur o. 
and Places open to me? Am not I the Taſter to Go hoppi 
and Princes in all their Sacrifices and Entertainment other, 
And all this without either Money or Pains ? I tramp In 12 
and ( 


lake hin 
rouble fo 


maintain myſelf in the Winter; whereas the 4 
1 | ; 0 


— omen — 


x Esop's FABLES. — 
15 5 Courſe of your ſcandalous Life is only cheating or ſharp- 
0 ing one half of the Year, and ſtarving the other. | 
aa | MORA L. | | 
ING Je Happineſs of Life does not lie ſo much in enjoying ſmal, 


t = Advantages, as in living free from great Inconveni- 
= encies. An honeft Mediocrity is the happieſt State a Man 
= can wiſh for. Laing, 

act b: REFLECTION, | 


This Fable marks out to us the Difference betwixt the 

empty Vaniiy or Oftentation, and the ſubſtantial Orna- 
the ments of Virtue. A Man can hardly fancy to himſelf a 
acemi trauer Image of a plain, honeſt, country Simplicity, than 
Alle Wi the Ant's Part of the Dialogue in this Fable. She takes 
eo Pains for what ſhe eats ; wrongs no-body ; and ſo creates 
Da no Enemies; ſhe wants nothing; and ſhe boaſts of no- 
ots 0 thing; lives contented with her own, and enjoys all with 
nts al la good Conſcience. This Emblem recommends to us the 
ng ble lings of a virtuous Privacy, according to the juſt Mea- 


up arcs of right Nature, and, in few Words, comprizes the 
(a0 Sum of a happy State. 
WI d 


The Fly, on the contrary, leads a lazy, voluptuous, 
DV Scandalous, ſharking Life; is hated where-ever the comes, 
kad in perpetual Fears and Dangers. She flutters, it is 

rue, from Plac2 to Place, from Feaſt to Feaſt, brags of 

Won Intereſt at Court, and of Ladies Favours : And what 
ith of this miſerable Inſect at laſt, but the very Picture of one 
Temp ji our ordinary Trencher Eſquires, that ſpends his Time 
te Gol" hopping from the Table of one great Man to that of 

mend nother, only to pick up Scraps and Intelligence, and to 
tram poi good Company ! at other Times officiouſly ſkipping 
ale. A 2 and down from Levee to Levee, and endeavouring to 
e: ke himſelf neceſſary, where-ever he thinks fit to be 


5 Di oubleſome! 

of an Fas. 35. 4 FRO & and an Ox. | 
Comp A s a huge Ox was grazing in a Meadow, an old en- 
You Þ vious Frog that ſtood gaping at him hard by, call- 


Your out to her little ones, to take Notice of the Bulk of 

BL bat monſtrous Beaſt ; and ſee, ſays ſhe, if I don't now 

nov ike myſelf the bigger of the Two.: So ſhe ſtrain'd once, 

I live a twice, and went Rill ſwelling on, till in the Conclyu- 

* M ſhe over-ſtrained herſelf, and burſt. 15 3 
the WH | 


C0 D 2 Mok AL. 


eſpecially when the Deſign is carried on under ! 


28 ESsoOop's FABLE Ss, 


| Mora rt. 1 15 Ma 
Meal Minds frequently fancy themſelves to be bigger , poſ 

eworthier than they are, and other People to be leſs or min; cou 

unworthy ; and the Confequence of this wretched Pride ii be 


often fatal to the Poſſeſſors of it, or at leaſt ſerves to rei. 4 


Cot 
der them contemptible in the Eyes of theje whoſe good Ott. 4 Wo! 
nion they are fondeſt to engage. brot 

R FEE TION. min. 
W 


This Fable may be conſidered as a Laſh upon til WE 
that ſet up to live above their Quality and Fortune, adi F 
pretend to ſpend Penny for Penny with Men of twcnty WW 
times their Eſtate, and therefore muſt needs Hur! oi A 
become Bankrupt in the Concluſion. Pride and Ambi. 


tion often puſh Men forward, not only to Extravagancics, = : 
but Impoſhbilities, to the certain Undoing of the Wen part 
and the Meaner, when they come to vie Power and EL low! 
pence with thoſe that are too high and too many for then. 
80 hzewile Men of mean Abilities and high Conc it, at-Wif . / 
tempting to vie With their Superiors in Wii and Leariing, tur} 
often loſe the Merit of a middle Character for both, hid 
but for their Vanity they might have maintained; and 6 To 
by aiming to be more than they are, make themſelves MM worſe 
than they would be allowed to be, had they known then the on 
ſelves better. In ſhort, he that will arrogantly pretenM may b 
to know every thing, will be treated by Mankind as oo mak 
that knows nothing; and ſo much the more juſtly, as he fiMmakes 
quite ignorant of Himyel/7 ſaltoget 
Fas, 36. An Ass and a WoL F. 5 ſo0n 
N Aſs had got a Thorn in his Foot, and for wen F _ th 
of a better Surgeon, who but a Wolf at laſt of. ects 
bimſelf to draw it out with his Teeth : The Aſs was 1 With th 
ſooner eas'd, but, knowing the Wolf's bad Intention, | r 


gave his Operator ſuch a Kick under the Ear with | 
ſound Foot, that he ſtunn'd him, and ſo ran away as ia 
as he could. | | 
Moral. | : 
Harm watch, Harm catch, is but according to the comm 
Rule of Equity and Retaliation. | 
REFLECTION. 
There is no truſting to the fair Words of thoſe 


have both an Intereſt and Inclination to deftroy U 


A M 


rr 
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= Maſk of a friendly Office. It is but reaſonable to op- 
poſe Art to Art; and where we ſuſpeR falſe Play, to en- 
counter one Trick with another: Provided always that it 
be manag'd without Breach of Faith, and within the 
Z Compaſs of Honour, Honeſty, and good Manners. The 
Wolf had a Deſign upon the Aſs ; and the Matter being 
brought to a Trial of Skill between them, the Counter- 
mine was only an Act of Self-Preſervation. 


9 
22 
de it 

Ys 


Oti. 
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thode 3 1 | ; 

3 FAB. 37. The Ignorant 8 EA-PASGSEN GER. 
venty A Man went Paſſenger in a Ship, who never was at 
erg Sea before. It happen'd that a Storm aroſe, and 
ub after a while the Ship ſtruck upon a Sand. Every one 
ce elſe was but too ſenfible of their Danger; but he, for his 


Es " OY 


co. WW Part, thank'd God for bringing him once more into ſhal- 
Ee low Water, where he could feel the Bottom. 


them. . Mo RAL. | | | 
16, ae ſometimes miſtake that for our Benefit, which in the End 
and burns to our greateſt M:5fortune. | 

wail REFLECTION, 


and e Too much Security in Time of Danger, is often ofßf 
ves e worſe Conſequence than too much Apprehenſion ; for by - - WW 
1 then the one an Evil, though it may not be intirely avoided,. 
pretend may be in ſome meaſure leſſened, by our being prepared 
as ou o make the beſt of it; whereas the other, fearing nothing, 
as nc makes no Defence againſt the Danger, and ſo is taken 
altogether unprepar'd. The reit of the Crew, no doubt, 
as ſoon as the Ship ſtruck, ſet about furniſhing themſelves. 
with the beſt Means that offered, to ſave their Perſons and 1 
Effects; while the poor ſtupid Paſſenger, hugging himſelf 
with the Hope of getting upon dry Land, neglected to 
provide for his Safety, and ſo in all Likelihood fell a: 
dacrifice to his own Thoughtleſneſs and Over-ſecurity. . 


for wal 
aſt Offer 
8 Was I 
ntion,) 
with 1! 
ay as ta 


FA B. 38. AJ HORSE and an As s. 
A Proud pamper'd Horſe, bedeck'd with gaudy Trap- 


pings, met in his Courſe a poor creeping Aſs, un- 

ler a heavy Burden, that had chopt into the ſame Tracks: 
vith him. Why, how now, Sirrah, ſays he, do you not 
ee by theſe Arms and Trappings to what Maſter 1 
belong? And do you not underſtand, that when I have 


he Comm 


thoſe t 


mo , 1 5 f 
ah at Maſter of mine upon my Back, the whole Weight of 
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the State reſts upon my Shoulders? Out of the Way, thou 
ſlaviſh inſolent Animal, or I'Il tread thee to dirt. The 
wretched Aſs immediate y flunk aſide, with this envious ? 

Reflection between his 'Tceth, What would I gie 10 35 thoſ 
change Conditions with that happy Creature there ! This 

il Fancy would not out of the Head of him, till it was his 
it Hap, a little while after, to ſee this very Horſe doing Y 
Drudgery in a common Dung-Cart. Why, how now, 
Wi Friend (ſays the Aſs), how comes this about? Only the 


ot Chance of War, ſays the other: I was a General's Horſe, M 
vou muſt know; and my Maſter c-rried me into a Battle, for h 
Where I was hack'd and maim'd, and you have here befor: Tis 
pour Eyes the Cataſtrophe of my Fortune, ment 
| | | MoRaL. in a 
Wit This Fable foews the Folly, and the Fate, of Pride and di. Horf 
| rogance; and the Miſlake of placing Happineſs. in an come 
Ul! Thing that may be taken away ; as alſo the Bleſſing of long 
if Freedom in a mean Eſtate. | to re: 
Ul! | EY TEO. Great 
People would never envy the Pomp and Splendor o« W adver 
. Greatneſs, if they did but conſider either the Cares and is to 
'"F Dangers that go along with it, or the Bleſſings of Peace ſaid te 
and Security in a middle Condition. No Man can vis cer 
* truly happy, who is not every Hour of his Life prepare Heart 


for the worſt that can befal him. Now this is a State oF 
Tranquility never to be attained, but by keeping perpe- 
tually in our Thoughts the Certainty of Death, and thi 
Lubricity of Fortune; and by delivering ourſelves fron 
the Anxiety of Hopes and Fears. THY | 
It falls naturally within the Proſpect of this Fiction i 
treat of the Wickedneſs of a preſumptuous Arrogance; 
the Fate that attends it ; the Riſe of it ; and the Mean 
of either preventing or ſuppreſling it; the Folly of ii 
the wretched and ridiculous Fſtate of a proud Man, ant 
the Weakneſs of that Envy that is grounded upon tb 
_ miſtaken Happineſs of human Life. 5 | 
The Folly both of the Horſe and the Aſs may be con 
fidered here; the one in placing his Happineſs upon 2 
thing that could be taken away; and the other, in en) 
ing that miſtaken Happineſs, under the Abuſe of ti 
ſame ſplendid Illuſion and Impoſture. What fignity gi 
Furniture, and a pampered Carcaſe, or any other outwan 
| _  Appearan6 
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Asor's FABLES. - oF 
Appearance, without an intrinſick Value of Worth and 


Ou 

he Virtue ? What ſignify Beauty, Strength, Youth, For- 
dus tune, embroidered Furniture, gawdy Boſſes, or any of 
+ © thoſe temporary and uncertain Satisfactions that may be 
"Ns WE taken from us with the very next Breath we draw? What 
nis Afurance can any Man have of a Poſſeſſion that every 
ing Turn of State, every Puff of Air, every Change of 


on, Humour, and the leaſt of a Million of common Caſu- 
the alties may depriye him of? | | 
ore, EF Moreover, the Envy of the Aſs was a double Folly ; 
ttle, for he miſtakes both the Horſe's Condition and his own, 
fore Tis Madneſs to envy any Creature, that may in a Mo- 
| [© ment become miſerable ; or for any Advantage that may 
in a Moment be taken from him. The Aſs envies the 
d 4. Horſe To-day ; and, in ſome few Days more, the Horſe 
„ am comes to envy him: Wherefore let no Man deſpair, fo 
'ng /long as it is in the Power either of Death, or of Chance, 
to remove the Burden. 
Greatneſs of Mind, can make either a proſperous or an 


lor at adverſe Fortune eaſy to us. The only Way to be happy 
es and is to fubmit to our Lot; for no Man can be properly 


Peace ſaid to be miſerable, that is not wanting to himſelf, It 
-an be 1s certainly true, that many a poor Cobler has a merrier 
epareif Heart in his Stall, than a Prince in his Palace. 


ae FAB. 39. 4 BAT and a WEAZEL, 

and ti! Weazel had ſeized upon a Bat, and the Bat begged 
es fron for Life. No, no, ſays the Weazel, I give no 
| Quarter to Birds. Ah (ſays the Bat), but I am a Mouſe, 
ion v you ſee ; look on my Body elſe: And ſo ſhe got off for 


50 ance; that Bout, The ſame Bat had the Fortune to be taken 
e Mea while after by another Weazel ; and there the poor Bat 
y of ü was forced to beg for Merey once again. No, ſays the 
[an, aud Weazel, no Mercy to a Mouſe. Well (ſays t'other), 
upon tu but you may ſee by my Wings that Pm a Bird; and fo the 
Bat eſcap'd in both Capacities. 
MO RAL. 


y be con 


apon a” bere no Treachery to another is deſign'd, but only to ſaw one's 


in ei /, from imminent Danger, innacent Subterfuges are not 
ſe of tl unworthy of an honeft Mind, N 
gnify ge 99 E F LEK CTIO RN. Eu 
r outwat From this Emblem we are to gather, that there are 


pearanogeertain Ways, Caſes, and Occafiens, wherein Diſguiſes 


Nothing but Moderation, and 
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and artificial Evaſions are in ſome meaſure allowable 
provided only that there be no ſcandalous or malicious © 

Departure from the Truth. This ſhifting of the Bat iA 
the Paws of the two Weazels, was but making the my - 
beſt of what he had to ſay and to ſhew for him} rien 
j it toward the ſaving of his Life. There was no Breach been 
of Faith, nor of Truſt in it; no abandoning of a Duty, Wa" 
vo lhought of Treachery, nor, in effect, any thing dit 
# more in it, than a fair prudent Way of putting out fat Hal 
Colours. 2 2 
| 


| | | | + nd te 

1! FaB. 40. The NEUTRAL Bar. Jo 

_ PON a deſperate and a doubtful Battle betwixt Vn. 
5 the Birds and the Beaſts, the Bat ſtood neuter, til cs 


went over to the ſtronger Side. But it came to paſs after. 
Ward (as the Chance of War 1s various) that the Bid :. 
rally'd their broken Troops, and carried the Day; an 
1. away he went then to the other Party, where he wa -:- 


| 
| he found that the Beaſts had the better of it, and then 


[ try'd by a Council of War as a Deſerter; ſtript, baniſh We vcr 
bl and finally condemn'd never to ſee Day-light again. : 

188 MoR AL. | The 
i This Fable is a true Emblem of a baſe Time-ſerver ; and iet wit 
. Bat richly merited the Puniſhment he met with, DY WINK 
lt NEL LECTION; .. nh put the 

we. - The Caſe of the Bat in this Fable, which Sir R:yrcat a 
| LEftrange has ſubjected to the ſame Moral and ReflecWob-thi 
| {| tion with thoſe in the former, is, however, widely dit like! 
Wl | ferent ; and therefore we have made two different Fable ex, an 
and Applications to them. In the former, the Bat havingWmong t 
| fallen into the Clutches of two different Wcazels at twW'ith anc 


different Times, made uſe of her natural Shape and 4p- 


| pearance to paſs for a Bird at one time, and a Mouſe MW A Sta 
| the other, and this for the laudable Purpoſe only of far: [\ f 
| *Ing her Life. But the Bat in the preſent Fable ated the 


118 bra 
efy all 
15 Mo 
Ats of 
rough 
ll the 
aſt thin 


the Part of a baſe Miſcreant ; for he injured his Party 
firſt, in withdrawing his Aſſiſtance; ſecondly, in gouny 
over to the ſtronger Side, and declaring himſelf an Ene 
my when his Fellows had the worſt of it. His Judy 
ment, in fine, as we have obſerv'd in the Moral, . 
Juſt, and if all Double Dealers and Deſerters were ſerv 
as this Bat was, it would be an Example of Terror 


Renegadoes, and of Encouragement to honeſt 7 


h b ideas 
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| 
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8 FAB. 41. I WO I x anda Fo x. 
1 Wolf having got together a large Store of Proviſions, 


able, 
ClOus 


* 1 N kept cloſe for fear of loſing it. Why, how now, 
sel Friend, fays a Fox, who had long watch'd for his 


bſence, we han't ſeen you abroad at the Chace this 


hors ay a Day! Why truly, ſays the Wolf, I have an 
cp. nadiſpoſition that keeps me much at home, and I hope 
nr WEE 
> WY ſhall have your Prayers for my Recovery. The Fox 


t falle . ing his Stratagem would not take, goes tOA Shepherd, 


Ind tells him where he might ſurprize a Wolf. The 
Phepherd follow'd his Directions, and deftroy'd poor 
twin . The Fox immediately repairs to his Cell, and 
r, ti -+<* Poſſeſſion of his Stores; but he had little Joy of 
| then e Purchaſe, for in a very ſhort Time the ſame Shepherd 
after. id as much for the Fox, as he had done before for the 
; 1 
| * I MoR ATL. 
e will Fable foeavs us the ju. Fate that attends the T reachery 
niſt'd con of one Traitor to another, 

n. 5 REFLECTION. 

| The Wolf, it muſt be owned, well deſerv'd the Fate he 
and net with for his continual Depredations, and the Violence 
y which he had poſſeſſed himſelf of his ſecreted Stores; 
put then he did not deſerve it from the Fox, who was as 
great a Villain as himſelf, and wanted only to play at 
Reflect. ob-thief with him. But the Shepherd, who was in 
-ly di 1 likelihood the Sufferer, reveng'd the Wolf upon the 
t Fable, and did juſtice upon both. When Thieves fall out 
havin ſWnong themſelves, *tis pleaſant to ſee one Diamond cut 
vith another. 5 | 


r Rogr 


3 at iſ | : 

nd Ap- FAB. 42. A 5TAG Drinking. Js 
Jouſe MA Stag drinking upon the Bank of a clear Stream, and 
of f(L feeing his Image in the Water; Well! ſays he, 
le ad theſe pitiful Shanks of mine were but anſwerable to 
s Partys branching Head, I can't but think how I ſhould 
n goingicty all my Enemies. The Words were hardly out of 
an Enes Mouth, but he diſcover'd a Pack of Dogs coming 
s Judge Cry towards him. Away he ſcours croſs the Fields, 
ral, wis off the Dogs, and gains a Wood; but prefling 
re ſerveirough a Thicket, the Buſhes held him by the Horns, 
error M the Hounds came in, and pluck'd him down. The 
ſen. ching he ſaid was this; What an unhappy Fool was 


Fab 
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I, to take my Friends for mine Enemies, and mine Ene. 
mies for my Friends! I truſted to my Head that has he 


If.» 
tray'd me; and I found fault with my Legs, that woll! 


+ 
. 3 
AY 
* 
* * 


7 
« 


otherwiſe have brought me off. - * 
Moxa. ? . their 
He that ties not er know himfclf, may be au ell he Wo 


bowed to make a falſe Fudgment upon other Matters tha Peace, 
nearly concern him. ven on 
REFLEeTIOW. Wee 

We are taught here, how apt vain Men are to glon ere up 
in that which commonly tends to their Loſs, their Mit . 
fortune, their Shame, and ſometimes to their ve: y De. the : 


ſtruction; and how frequently they are liable to take e Abſe 
their beſt Friends for their Enemies. The Stag pride Inprovi 


himſelf in his Horns, which afterwards ſhackled, a and | 
were the Ruin of him; but made flight of his fender i ts the 
Shanks, that if it had not been for his branching ical, Allan 
would have been his Security. an irr 


15 


| FAB. 43. 4 SNAKE anda FILL. Jo ta 

Snake having got into a Smith's Shop lick'd a Fit puts itfc 
A till ſhe made her Tongue bloody, and imagininetMar, m 
was the File that bled, ſhe licked the more eagerly. lit the ! 
concluſion, when ſhe "evuld lick no longer, ſhe fell here's 
_ biting, till ſhe broke her Teeth, and then was oblig'd on th 
leave off, half dead, and quite diſarm'd of all her Det. © 
fences. Frudenc 


MOR Al. alt in t! 

Every Man ſhould confider his owon Strength a1 Abililie, aueſſatio 
act accordingly. | enience 
REFLECTION, ruth, 1 


This Fable ſets out the Malignity of ſome ſpiteful Peo ure, w] 
ple, who take fo much Pleaſure in the Deſign of hurting We the F 
Others, as not to feel and underſtand that they only tut F 
themſelves. his is the Caſe of thoſe who will be try ving 
Maſteries with their Superiors, and biting of that wich A Ca 
is too hard for their Teeth. There is no contending , As 
with an Adverſary that is either inſenſible or invincible em d f 
and the Rule holds in Matters not only of actual F orce hen th 
and Violence, but of Fortune and good Name; for it “to b 
no better than downright Madneſs, to ſtrike dere we Remes 
have no Power to hurt, and to contend where we are their 
- ſure to be worſted. a 
c . a3. 


ern FAI. 36 


Er. Ira. 44. WoLves, 8SHEEr, and DoGs. 


ou [2 A War was once waged between the Sheep and the 
5 Wolves; and ſo long as the Sheep had the Dogs 

N P- their Allies they were a Match for their Enemies. 

14 z T he Wolves finding this, ſent Ambaſſadours to treat about 
Peace, and till it conld be concluded, Hoſtages were 
= 4 ven on both Sides; the Dogs on the Part of the Sheep, 
Band the Wolves Whelps on' the other Part While they 

olowli Pere upon Treaty, the Whelps fell a howling; the 


i Volves cry'd out 'Treaſon; and pretending an Infraction 
De. . Abuſe of their Hoſtages, fell upon the Sheep in 
tate be Abſence of their Dogs, and made them pay for the 
1. Pocldene of leaving themſelves without a Guard. 
- "26 M ORA L. | 
ond I the higheſt Degree of Folly to think of Pablifting an 
Tod 1 Alliance among thoſe that Nature herjelf bas divided, ty 
' ar irreconcileable Hatred. 
: RrerlECTION. 
| To take this Fable in a political Senſe; a Nation which 
a Fil | Þuts itſelf out of Condition of Defence, in caſe of a 
aingiß War, muſt expect a War. Such a State as leaves a People 
y. Int the Mercy of an Enemy, is worſe than War itſelf. 
fell ro here's no truſting to the Formalities of an outſide Peace, 
| toWpon the pretended Reconciliation of an implacable Ene- 
r De. ey. Chriſtian Religion bids us forgive: But Chriſtian 


Prudence bids us have a Care too whom we truſt. It is 
ut in the World as it is the Apologue: Truces and 
„ auiLeſſations are both made and broken for preſent Con- 
enience; and we may lay down this for an undoubted 
Truth, that there can never want a Colour for a Rup- 
I Peo- Hare, e there is a good Will to it, and *tis found to 
urting de the Party's Intereſt. 


fn 1. FAB. 45. An AX and a Fo RES r. 
coi A Carpenter begg'd of the Foreſt only ſo much wood 
dig as would make a Handle to his Ax. The Matter 


\cible We'd ſo ſmall, that the Requeſt was eafily granted; but 
Force chen the Timber Trees came to find that the whole Wood 
or it is to be cut down by the Help of this Handle; There's 
ere well" Remedy, they cry'd, but Patience, when People are undone 
we are their on Folly. 


Fab 


Moral. 


rr 0 


« 
„% 


what may poſſi bly, and what will probably be done, as 


of aſking; for there would be no Place left for the 


Malice, that it may be hazardous to yield, even when 
the Propoſal is wholly innocent. There may be ori 


would not work for Company, they'd be no longer i 
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| Mor at. | e C] 
Nothing goes 1 nearer a Man in his Misfortunes, Bax 7. Sad 
“Fbimſelf acceſſory to his own Ruin. Parts 
REFLECTION. ame! 


It is a Folly inexcuſable, to deliver up ourſelves need. 15 are b 
leſly into another's Power: For he that doth any Thing e 
raihly, muſt be taken in Equity of Conſtruction to 00 kaſting 


it willingly, for he was free to deliberate or not. It i Penefi 


well to conſider, firſt, What the Thing is that is defirt; = 
Secondly, The Character of the Perſon that aſks : Third. 6 P 4 
ly, What Uſe may be made of it to the Detriment of hin , cut 


that grants the Requeſt, and fo to reſolve how far, in Fron 


Duty, Humanity, Prudence, and juſtice, we are to com. ” 707 
ply with it. Whereſoever there is moral Right on thee Tui 
one Hand, no {:condary Intereſt can diſcharge it on the hi 
other. A Priſoner upon Parole muft ſurrender him. Land C 
{elf upon Demand, though he die for it. A Man ay bers h. 


contribute to his own Ruin ſeveral Ways; but in Caſs Itutes 7 


not to be foreſeen, and ſo not to be prevented, it ma Whole 
be his Misfortune, and the Man not to blame. We a:M: | both C 
not to omit Precaution however, for fear an ill Uk in the 
ſhould be made of thoſe Things that we do even with! 3 
good Intention; but we are ſtill. to diſtinguiſh betwin ns 
with of 


with M 
out any 
bur rea 
and re: 
ſuffers, 
uſed to 
appeas? 
Rome, v 
their M 
dafety, 

their Sx 


cording to the beſt Meaſures we can take of the End 


Functions of human Socicty, if the Poſſibility of abuſiny 
a Kindneſs ſhould wholly divert us from the Exerci 
of Charity and Good Nature. There may be great Mil 
chief wrought, yet without any thing of a previou 


Propoſitions again, that were originally deſigned fo 
Snares to the Short-ſighted and Credulous ; now it is ti 
Art of Life critically to diſcern the one Caſe from tl 


other. Pp 
. The BEI L X and MEMBERS. Na! 
HE Hands and the Feet on a Time were in a de 5 by Br 

| perate Mutiny againſt the Belly. They knew 1 132 
| Fo TW; they ſaid, why the one ſhould pamper. iti "hg 3 


with the Fruit of the other's Labour; and if the Bel 


ol 
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Die Charge of maintaining it. Upon this Mutiny, they 
ept the Body ſo long without Nouriſhment, that all the 
EP arts ſuffer'd for it: inſomuch that the Hands and Feet 
came in the Concluſion to find their Miſtake, and would 
have been willing then to have done their Office; but it 


faſting, that it was wholly out of Condition to receive the 
Benefit of a Relief: and fo they all periſh'd together. 
E-2 | | Monk Al. | 


7 he Publick ts but one Body, aud the Fable cautions the par- 
z ticular Members of it how they withdraw themſelves 
From their Duties, till it all be too late for their Supe- 


riom to make uſe of them for their mutual Advantage. 


boys REFLECTION. 
— 8 2 2222 1 . t | | 
= This Allegory 1s a political Reading upon the State 


and Condition of civil Communities, where the Mem- 
bers have their ſeveral Offices, and every Part contri- 
butes reſpectively to the Preſervation and Service of the 
Whole. There are Degrees of Dignity, no doubt, in 
both Caſes, and one Part is te be ſubſervient to another, 
in the Order of civil Policy, as well as in the Frame of 
ja Man's Body; fo that they are mightily out of the Way, 


him. 
n Ma) 
Caſes 
t my 
Ne ant 
11 Uk 
with : 


18 - 
"with other Offices of Nature that are common to Beaſts 


3 with Men, to be the great Buſineſs of Mankind, with- 

for t 285, further Regard to the Faculties and Duties of 

abuf 1 reaſonable Being: For every Member has its proper 
wh 


and reſpective Function aſſigned it, and not a Finger 


ner Wafers, but che Whole feels it. This Apologue was 
ar e to. very good Purpoſe by den nie, derbe, whar 


n when 
ze oth 
ned fo 
it 15 thi 
rom ti 


Rome, who, till they heard it, were reſolved not to obe 

their Magiſtrates, nor contribute to the publick Good and 
datety, becauſe they could not live as magnificently as 
their Superiors. SI 


FAB. 47. A LA RK and her Ju N . 
Na Field of Corn juſt ripe for Reaping, a Lark had 


R S. 


A a a to forage for them, laid a ſtrict Charge upon her little 
15 nes to pick up what News they could get againſt ſhe. 
ok zelleme back again. They told her, at her Return, that 


longer 
9 


the 


was now too late, for the Body was ſo pin'd with over- 


who take eating and drinking, in a Courſe of Viciffitude, 


appeas'd a Tumult by it among the Commoners of 


a Brood of Young-ones, and when ſhe went abroad 


» {il 
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238 Esor's FABLES. 
the Owner of the Field had been there, and ordered his 
Neighbours to come and reap the Corn, Well, ſays the 
Old one, there's no Danger as yet. They told her the 
next Day that he had been there again, and deſir'd hi; 
Friends to doit. Well, well, ſays ſhe, there's no Hurt 
In that neither; and ſo ſhe went out progging for Proyi. 
ſions as before. But upon the third Day, when they 
told their Mother, that the Maſter and his Son agreed to 
come next Morning and do it themſelves ; nay, then, 
fays ſhe, it is time to look about us: As for the Neighbour; 
and Friends, I fear em not: but the Maſter Pm ſure will 

be as good as his Word, for zt is his own Puſineſs. 

3 53 © FER 

He that would be ſure to have his Buſineſs well done, miſt 
either do it himſelf, or ſee the doing of it. Many a gud 
Servant is ſpoiPd by a careleſs Maſter. Men will be true 

- to themſelves, how faithleſs ſoever to one another. 

5 N EF LE CTION. 

Intereſt does more in the World than Faith and Ho. 
neſty; for Men are more ſenſible in their own Caſe than 
In anotber's. Neither, in truth, is it reaſonable that an- 
| other ſhould be more careful of ne than I am of y/:l/ 
| Every Man's Buſineſs is beſt done, when he looks after 

it with his own Eyes. 5 


The Morality of this Caution is as good a Leſſon to 
Governments as to private Familics. For a Prince's leave- 
ing his Bufineſs wholly to his Miniſters, without a ſind 
Eye over them in their reſpective Offices and Functions, 
is as dangerous an Error in Politicks, as a Maſter's com- 
mitting all to his Servant is in Oeconomicks. It 1s 
effectually a Transferring of the Authority, when a Supe- 
rior truſts himſelf implicitly to the Faith, Care, Honeſty, 
and Diſcretion of an Inferior. To ſay nothing of the 
Temptation to Bribery and Falſe-dealing, wken ſo much 
may be potten by it, with ſo little Hazard either of 


Diſcovery or Puniſhment. Beſide the deſperat* Incon- erſe v 
venience of ſetting up a wrong Intereſt, by drawing Ap- E 
plications out of the proper Chanel; and committing tie ” Im: 

o Car 


Authority and Duty of the Maſter to the Heneity and 


Difcretion of the Servant. f ſeeing 
7 - 5 | hank'd 
) take 1 


Fas en for 


ö Esop's FABLES 
5 FAB. 48. The Sicx LION and Fox. 


ts 
he WE A Lion that had got a politick Fit of Sickneſs, made 
he BY it his Obſervation, that of all the Beaſts in the 
his Foreſt, the Fox never came to him: And ſo he wrote 
art WF him word how ill he was, and how mighty glad he 
Vi- hould be of his Company. The Fox return'd the Com- 
hey - pliment with a thouſand Prayers for his Recovery; but 
| to. jy as for waiting upon him, he defired to be excus'd ; for, 
en, WT ſays he, I find the Traces of Abundance of Feet going 
ours into your Majeſty's Palace, but not one of any that: 
will comes back again. | | 

4 HV 

Vi ought to be careful how we place a Confidence in the com- 

my plimental Profeſſions of cunning and diſigning Men; for 
good it is half the Bufin:ſs of one Part of the World to put Tricks 
e ußon the other. | 2 

I REFLECTION. | 

It is a difficult Point to hit the true Medium betwixt 
Ho- truſting too much and too little. Indeed there is no 
than living without truſting ſomebody or other, in ſome 
t an- Caſes, or at ſome Time or other: But then if People 
ny ſelf. be not cautious, whom, when, and wherein, the Miſt ake 


after may be pernicious ; for there muſt be ſomewhat of a 
Tiuſt to make way for a Treachery; fince no Man can 


(on to be betrayed that does not either believe, or ſeem to be- 
leave- lieve. The Heart of a Man is like a Bog, it looks fair 
ſtrict Ito the Eye; but when we come to lay any Weight upon 
ions, Hit, the Ground is falſe under us. Nothing could be 
com- 


more obliging and reſpectful than the Lion's Letter was, 


It 1s Ein Terms and Appearance; but yet there was Death in 
ag the Intent and Meaning of it. ng 
gs FA B. 49. A BO AR and a HORSE. 
much A Boar wallowing in the Water where a Horſe was 
her of going to drink, a Quarrel enſued upon it. The: 
Incon- erte went preſently to a Man, to aſſiſt him in his 
ng Ap- Revenge. They agreed upon the Conditions, and the 
ing ef lan immediately armed himſelf and mounted the Horſe, 
ſty and vho carried him to the Boar, and had the Satisfaction 


o take leave, the Man ſaid he ſhould have further occa- 
on for him, and fo order'd him to be ty'd up in the 
E 2 


F 49 


f ſeeing his EnemyfkilPd before his Face. The Horſe. 
hank'd him for his Kindneſs ; but as he was juſt about 
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40 Es op's FABL ES. 
Stable. The Horſe came by this time to underſtand, 
that his Liberty was irretrievably gone, and that he ha 
paid dear for his Revenge. = 
| | Morar. | 2h 
Many a Man, to avoid a preſent and leſs Evil, runs Bln. 
fold into @ greater; and there areothers, who, to grati 
a revengeful Humour, lay a Foundation for Repentance ju 

all their Life to come. | 
- ͤöͤ 1 
This Fable lays open to us the Folly of thoſe People 
who make themſelves Slaves to their Revenge; for nM 
Man ſhould be fo angry with another, as to hurt himſ{cli|M 
for it. We ſhould likewiſe conſider, that there is mori 
Hazard in the Succour of a new powerful Friend, tha 
in the Hoſtility of an old dangercas Enemy; and tha 
the greateſt Empires upon the Fucg of the Earth have ha 
their Riſe from the Pretence of taking up Quarrels, uM 
keeping the Peace among their Neighbours, _ 


FAR. 50. Two YouNG MEN and a Cook. 
WO young Fellows ſhipping into a Cook's Shop 


| one of them ſtole a Piece of Fleſh, and convey! 
it to the other. The Maſter miſs'd it immediately, an 
challeng'd them with the Theft: He that took it, (wor 
he had none of it; and he that had it, ſwore as deſpt 
rately that he did not take it. Well, my Maſters, fa 
the Cook, theſe Frauds and Fallacies may paſs upon Mer 
but there is an Eye above that ſees through them. 
Mo A r. 8 18 
There is no putting of Tricis upon an all-ſeeing Power ; 
/ he that made our Hearts, and knows every Corner 
them, could not ſee through the childiſh Fallacy of a diil 
Meaning. ; 27 . | 
„ nnr 
This Fable concerns thoſe who think to deceive 6 
with Fallacies of Words, Equivocations, mental Ref 
vations, and double Meanings; but though Frauds a 
Perjuries may paſs upon Men for a Seaſon, they are] 
as open as the Light to Him that ſearches the 1a 
It is a great Unhappineſs that Children ſhould bs 
much addicted (as we fee they are) to this Way 
Humour of ſhuffling : But it is a greater Shame and! 
chief for Parents, Governors, and Tutors, to encou! 
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sers Fanrtes. 
nd allow them in it, whereby they effectually train them 
ap to one of the moſt dangerous Corruptions they are 
capable of; no lefs than that of layin 1 very Ground- 
work of a falſe and treacherous: Life. Truth is the: 
great Leſſon of reaſonable Nature, both in Philoſophy and: 


World of fooliſh People for a Turn of Wit; but they are 
not aware all this while of the deſperate Conſequences of 
an ill Habit, which in the End may bring Men to Infamy 
Diſgrace, and Ruin. N ID e gps 
FAB. 51. 4 Doc and a BUTCHER. , 


A a Butcher was buſy about his Meat, a Dog ſnatches; 
a Piece of Meat off of the Block, and runs away 
with it. The Butcher ſeeing hum upon the Gallop with: 
it, Hark ye, Friend, ſays he, you may een for this once 


my Meat out of your Reach another time. 
eres ; * M 0 * 4 IE 
the Loft. | 
a REFLECTION. 


Smart brings him to a Senſe of his Error, and the Expe- 
riment to the Knowledge of it. We have I know not 
how many Adages to back the Reafon of this Moral, Hang. 


juice. And then we have it again in that common Saying, 
The burnt Child dreads the Fire. It is wandering many 


to it anqther time. 
FAB. 52. 4 Cart and VENUS. 


\ Young Fellow was ſo paſſionately in Love with 
a Cat, that he made it his humble Suit to Ve- 


was wrought in the twinkling ef an Eye, and out ſhe 
comes, a very. handſome Laſs. The Sot took her home 
v his Bed; but was hardly laid down, when the Goddeſs 
Mering a Mind to try if the Cat had chang'd her M 


in Religion. The Knack of Faft and Looſe paſſes with a. 


make the beſt of your Purchaſe ; I ſhall take care to lay 
He that loſes any thing, aud gets Wiſdom by it, is a Gainer by 


Affliction makes a Man both honeſt and wiſe ; for the 


a Dog upon a Crab tree, we ſay, and hell never love Ver- 


times, whether it be in Opinion, or in travelling, that 
kts a Man right in his Judgment, and brings him into 
the Way with greater Pleaſure. The Dog's running away | 
with the Fleſh, does as good as bid the Owner look better 


ze to turn her into a Woman. The Transformation 


an- 


8 
Y 

. 

* * 

3 

7 * 
BE , 
A 87 

- 14 
1 

* 

- 7 

STE 

1 

; 

1 

11 

1 Y 1 
LN 
7 — 

1 

0 ? 
+ 
1 
1 o 
- 38 
2 
{ 2 » 
j Y 

* 
=, 
17 38 
by : 
ad? 

N 1 
1 Fr 
1 13 
fy 1 2 
., „ 
71 o o 
N { 
» „ 
| 3 
2 4 
x f 
: 
7 
1 d. 
1 
$ ©. FM; 
11 
1 
# 4 
a 
$4 z l 
N. i 
4-4 _ 
: £ 
1 o 
WY 
@ 2374 
* 
33 
ul 
[> N 22 . 
A "4 
FI. 
£ - 4 
* 1 
is 
4 
1 4 
4 3 d. 

3 9 
1 
£23 40 
x Y 
. [4 
* 

44. 
* 4 
1 
11 
2 
1 2.4 
4 N 
Fs 
1 1 Ar 
EB 
OT 3 , 
8 4 : 
AZ 
SIE 
"- 4 : 
« ; 
17 1 
b "Ei 
74 
3 ; 
6. 9 
* 
7 
1 14 
— 2 
; 
1 
1 
N * YL 
5 14 
& ?F 
* 
9 
9 
1 1 U 
1 
1 
1 4 
2 
** 
1 K * 

2 — 
8 q 
I 

7 

2 

: "i 4. 
J < 
- 62: 
11 
- 5 8 
3 . 
* 0 b 
kk TS * 
n 

# 

5 

= q 

|; * 

1 1 

i 
; "34 

2 
1 * 


714 4 
" 1 
» * * 
; 33 v3 
2 1 
0 * 2 
* 3: | 
4882 
3 E I 
= 14 
114.8 
„ 7 oA 7. N K 
1. 
a 
: '; - 
= 
1 
7 5 
* s 


— 1 
2 


— — 


112 Ms O p'S FAB LES. 


Manners with her Shape, turn'd a Mouſe looſe into the be, 
Chamber. The new-made Woman, upon this Tempta WW and 
tion, ſtarted out of the Bed, and directly made a Lew . with 
at the Mouſe ; upon which Venus turn'd her into a Pu Piec 
again. e ditio 
| Mora L. | | = you 
T he extravagant Tranſports of Lowe, and the Propenſion: if 

Mature, are unaccountable ; the one carries us out of c. The | 
felwes, and the other brings us back again. 23 
4-18 REFLECTION: | 
This Fable lays before us the Charms and Extraw W ſex 
gances of a blind Love, which covers all Imperfections, i /a4 

and conſiders neither Quality nor Merit. And let the 
| Defects be never ſo groſs, it either palliates or excuſe Th 


them. The new-made Woman's leaping at the Mouſe ; Dang 
tells us alſo how impoſſible it is to make Nature change ſtroy” 


ber Bias, and that F we out her out at the Door, ſve wil priva 


come in at the Window. | | no me 
Here is the Image of a wild and fantaſtical Love, whid Indiv: 
ſhews the Effects of an ungovern'd Fancy; for Men do, It is 
not ſee, or taſte, or find the Thing they love; but the der th 
create it. They faſhion an Idol, in what Figure or Shape Prude 


they pleaſe ; ſet it up, worſhip it, dote upon it, purſue of an 
it, and, in fine, run mad for it. How many Paſſio Head, 
have we ſeen in the World, ridiculous enough to anſweſ the Ge 
all the Follies of this Imagination till, © 
Wee are further given to underſtand, that no Counter fiderin 
feit is ſo ſteady and ſo equally drawn, but Nature by Stat of Un! 
will ſhew herſelf through it; for Puſs, even when turn F 
into a Madam, will be a Mouſer ſtill. And this may ſer: 
ſtill farther to caution ſome Inconſiderates againſt marry: A 
ing, as many have done, a lewd or immoral Woman L T t! 
| fondly believing ſhe will be reclaim'd by the Obligation him of 
and be truer to her Hu/band than ſhe was to Herſelf and down e 
Virtue; when it is much more likely, that, on the ver low Se 
firſt Temptation, ſhe will, with the Cat in the Fable, ri this, h. 
turn to her evil Habits again. | 14 and all 
= T | EE is befal 
Fas. 53. J FATHER and his SONS. Brother 


4 Very honeſt Man happen'd to have. a contentio 
Brood of Children. He call'd for a Rod, an 
bad them try one after another, with all their Force, 
ahey could break it, They try'd, aud could not. Well, 1 


3 


l 15 2 ( 
Duty 
anath 


; Esor's FABLES. 43 
be, unbind it now, and take every Twig of it apart, 
pu. and ſee what you can do that Way. They did fo, and 
e with great Eaſe, by one and one, they ſnapp'd it all to 


pieces. This, ſays he, is the true Emblem of your Con- 

dition: Keep together, and you are ſafe; divide, and 

you are undone. 

10 MoRx AI. W | 3 

r. Die Breach of Unity puis the World into a State of War, 
2nd turns every Man's Head againſt his Brother; but 

' fo long as that Band holds, it is the Strength of all the 


raya ſeveral Parts of it gather'd into one, and is not eafily 
1005, ſubdued. | | 

t the REFLECTION. 

cules BE This Fable intimates the Force of Union, and the 
Iouſe, WW Danger of Diviſion. Inteſtine Commotions have de- 
nange ſtroy'd many a powerful State; and it is as ruinous in 


e ail private Affairs as it is in publick, A divided Family can 
no more ſtand, than a divided Commonwealth; for every 


which Individual ſuffers in the Neglect of a common Safety. 


len do It is a ſtrange Thing, that Men ſhould not do that un- 
t they der the Government of a rational Spirit, and a natural 
Shape Prudence, which Wolves and Bears do by the Impulſe 
purſue of an animal Inftint. For they, we fee, will make 
aſſiom Head, one and all, againſt a common Enemy; whereas 
anſwenß the Generality of Mankind lie pecking at one another, 


| till, one by one, they all are torn to Pieces, never con- 


bunte: ſidering {as this Fable teaches) the Neceſſity and Benefits 
Stau of Union. 

bye FAB. 54. 4 LADEN Ass and a HoRsE. 
Yon A*® an Horſe and an Aſs were upon the Way toge- 
Voman, ther, the Aſs cry'd out to his Companion to eaſe 
cation him of his Burden, though never ſo little; he ſhonld fall 
If au down dead elſe. The Horſe would not; and fo his Fel- 
he ven low Servant ſunk under his Load. The Maſter, upon 
ble, 2 this, had the Aſs flayed, and laid his whole Pack, Skin 


and all, upon the Horſe : Well, ſays he, this Judgment 


Fn is befallen me for my ill Nature, in refuſing to help my 


| Brother in the Depth of his Diftreſs.. 
tentiol Morat. | 
od, au !! is a Chriſtian, a natural, a reaſonable, and a political 
'orce, Daty, for all Members cf the ſame Body to offift one: 
ell, 9 anal her. N 
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44  #s80»'s FABL S. 
REFLECTION. 
The Buſineſs of the World is more or leſs the Buſineß 
of every Man that lives in it: And if the Great and the, 
Small do not join in a common Aſſiſtance, where th, 
Matter requires it, they are in Danger to be both undone; 
So that it-is for the Good of the Whole, that the ſeveral 
Parts take care one of another. 
The churliſh Humour of this Horſe is too much the 
! Humour of Mankind, even in the Caſe of Servants 
Subjects to the ſame Maſter ; 3 but ſuch is the Vanity that 
many People draw from their Trappings, and mere no- 


| Fellows, as if they were not all made of the ſame Clay, 
| - To ſpeak the plain Truth of the Matter, it is the Little 
People that ſupport the Great ; and when the Foundation 
fails, the whole Fabrick mult either drop into Rubbiſh, 
or otherwite reſt upon the Shoulders of their Supe⸗ 
riors. 


} FAB. 55. A COLLIER and FULLER, 


ſmutting it again. 
Mon A E. 
4 :5 a neceſſary Rule in Alliances, Matches, Societies, Fra 


Regard to the Humour, the Nature, and the D: iſpefi tion 9 
thoſe we have to o withal. 
REF ICCTEO IM: | 
There can can be no Thought of uniting thoſe that Na 
ture itſelf has divided. And this Caution holds good! 
all the Buſineſs of a ſober Man's Life; as Marriage, Stu 
dics, Pleaſures, Society, Commerce, and the like; it i 
in ſome ſort, with Friends (pardon the Coarſeneſs of thi 
IIIuſtration) as it is with Dogs in Couples. They ſhoul 
be of the ſame Size and Humour, and that which pleat 
the one, ſhould pleaſe the other: But if they draw fe 
veral Ways, and if one be too ſtrong for the other 


the 
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minal Diſtinctions, that they look down upon their 


A Fuller had a very kind Invitation from a Colliq 
to come and live in the Houſe with him. HK: 
| gave him a thouſand Thanks for his Civility, but told 
him, that it would not ſtand with his Convenience; for, 
fays he, as faſt as I make any Thing clean, you'll be 


. ternities, Friendſoipr, Partnerſhips, Commerce, and al 
manner of civil Dealings and Contracts, to have a ſins 
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v will be ready to hang themſelves upon every Gate 
Wor Stile they come at. 


neſs 

| the FAB. 56. A FOWLER 4 # Fionsk 

the S a Country Fellow was mal: ing a Shoot at a 
1 Pigeon, he trod upon a Snake, which bit him by 


ver k Leg. The Surprize ſtartled him, and away flew the 


Pa. 


h the Mon AL. 

1 OT . miſchievous Intent is ſometimes repaid in the very {et 
that and uber it is leaſt afprehended. 

e no- "REFLECTION. 

tncir | The Miſchief that we meditate to others falls com- 
Clay, Imonly upon our own Heads, and ends in a Judgment 


Little 
{ation 
bbiſh, 


Supe⸗ 


Is well as a Diſappointment, Take the Fable another 
Way, and it may ſerve to mind ns how happily People 
are diverted many Times from the Execution of a mali- 
eious Deſign by the Grace and Goodneſs of a prevent- 
ing Providence. A Piſtol's not taking Fire may ſave the 
1 Life of a good Man; and the ne Pigeon had dy'd 
„ Wiithe ſpiteful Snake had not broken the Fowler's Aim: 
Collio That is to ſay, Good may be drawn out of Evil, and an 


_ innocent Life may be ſaved without having any Obliga- 
it told tion to its Preſerver. 

e; for, i 

111 be FAB. 57. 4 TRUMPETER falten Prisoner. 


I ali N the Rout of an Army a Trumpeter was | 
ö made a Priſoner, and as the Soldiers were about 
to cut his Throat, Gentlemen, ſays he, why ſhould you 
kill a Man that kills nobody? You ſhall die the rather 
for that, cries one of the Company, for being ſuch a 
Raſcal as to ſet other People „e by the Ears, with- 
out fighting yourſelf, 
Mox AL. 

hat NA He hat frovokes and incites to Miſchief, is tha Doer . 
:s the Man that hills me; ; rhe Bullet is only a paſſive 
ge, Stu Inſtrument to ſerde his End that diredds it. 
REFLECTION. 

s of tl This is to reprove thoſe (according to the old Moral) 
V ſhoul wo ftir up Men in Power to do publick Miſchief ; 
ich is much worſe than any Man's doing a private 
one himſelf; and only a ſafer Way of committing greater 


Uutrages, 
The 


2 — * 
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The Trumpeter's Plea is an arrant Shuffle. He u in ord 
eountenances, encourages, or abets a Miſchief, does i, iſead, C 
Shall he that gives fire to the Train, pretend to wal eir Ag: 
his Hands of the Hurt that is done by the playing oh oppo! 
the Mine? Human Corruptions are as catching od; 
Powder; as eaſily inflamed, and the Fire afterwards «other. 
hard to be quench'd. That which a Man cauſes to {Without ] 
done, he does himſelf; and it is all a Caſe, whether leſWrking * 
does it by Practice, Precept, or Example. That doc 

FIB. 58. 4 DoGanda WOH x. N 
AHegane Carrion of a Wolf, and a jelly Dog, wit K not, 
. £ good Fleſh upon his Back, fell into Company uA to al 
gether upon the King's Highway. The Wolf was ven er upo 


inquiſitive to learn how he brought himſelf to thx e Boun! 
happy Plight. Why, favs the Dog, I keep my Matter WW This n 


: Houſe from Thieves, and I have very good Meat, Drink: Fable 
and Lodging, for my Pains. Now, if you'll go alot the 


with me, and do as I do, you may fare as | fare. IM be pref 
Wolf agreed, and fo away they trotted together; but Hrandeur 


they were jogging on, the Wolf ſpy'd a bare Pla be hel- 
about the Dog's Neck, where the Hair was worn ofWi!! of a 
Brother, ſays he, how comes this, I pr'ythee ? O hat wi; 
that's nothing ſays the Dog, but the fretting of n brice 
Collar a little. Nay, ſays the other, if there be a Col 
lar in the Caſe, I know better things than to ſell m FAB 
Liberty for a Cruſt. | | | Certa 
Fe” | | MoR AL. L Win 
Ne are ſo dazled with the Glare of a ſplendid Appearam nſelf an 
that wwe can hardly diſc ern the Inconwentencies that ati"Iiknt firſt 
it: It is a Comfort to have good Meat and Drini at Caen; an 
mand, and warm Lodging But he that ſells his Freedom jr, Th 
the gratifying of his Appctite, has but a hard Bargain cf Whew th 
REFLECTION. eme to 
In this Emblem are ſet forth the Bleſſing of Liberty the T. 
and the ſordid Meanneſs of thoſe Wretches who fam ary for 
fice their Freedom to their Luſts and their PalatoMl ſpare 
What Man in his right Senſes, Who has where with | 
to live free, would make himſelf a Slave to SuperfluitiMre ;; 15 
We are liable to be impoſed upon by Outſides and r 4, 


pearances, for want of ſearching Things to the Botton zg ,, 
and examining what really they are, and what they og, be vie 


ſeem to be. | 
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* order therefore to form a right judgment on this 
ü d, Children ſhould be early inſtructed, according to 


that 
es it, 


wat {Weir Age and Capacity, in the true Eſtimate of T hings, 
g & oppoſing the Good to the Evil, and the Evil to the 
g 1 Jod; and compenſating or qualifying one Thing with 
ds 1 Poker What is Plenty without Health? What is Eaſe 
o V imout Plenty? And what is Title or Greatneſs, with 
1er by Fiking Thoughts and a troubled Mind to attend it? 


What does that Man want, who has enough ? Or what 1s 
& the better for a great deal, who can never be ſatisfy'd? 
this Method of ſetting what we have againſt what we 
bc not, the Equity of Providence w1ll be made manifeſt, 

bd to all Manner of Purpoſes juſtify'd, when it ſhall ap- 
ar upon the Balance, that every Man has his Share in 
e Bounties of Heaven to Mankind, 

This may be inculcated as to the general Doctrine of 
is Fable; but the particular one, as we have hinted, ſets 
bim the Value of Liberty, which is an ineſtimable Jewel, 

| be preferr'd to all the reſt; for what are Health, Plenty, | 
pandeur, T itles, or any other worldly Good, if they are 
be held by ſo precarious a Tenure, as the arbitrary 
ll of a Tyrant? Or, to come nearer ſtill to the Fable, 
hat wife Man would deſire to indulge his + Appentes at 
Price of his Freedom ? 
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en FAB. 59. 4 FARMER and his Do Gs. 


| Certain Farmer was put to ſuch a Pinch in a hard 
Winter for Proviſion, that he was forc'd to feed 


cara Wnlelf and his Family upon the main Stock. The Sheep 
it ati Wnt firſt to Pot; the Goats next; and after them, the 
at Cen; and all little enough to keep Life and Soul toge- 
dom fr. The Dogs called a Council upon it, and reſolv'd 


in of Whew their Maſter a fair Pair of Heels for it, before 
ame to be their Turn: for, ſaid they, after he has 
the Throats of our F ellow-Servants, that are ſo ne- 
ary for his Buſineſs, it can never be expected that he 


{pare as. 


Liberty 
zo {act 
Palates 


rewitht Mon A 1. 


rfluitieg 1 ue contending with Neceſſity, and <ww2 / ould be very 
and Af fuer how wwe cenſure thoſe who ſubmit to t. It is iu 
Botton g 70 be at Liberty to do what abe would, and another 
hey 00888 be tied up to do what we cannot avoid. | 


| 
ReryLEC- 


R EFLECTION. 

The old Moral obſerves upon this Fable, That it 154 
common Thing for a Maſter to ſacrifice a Servant to hi 
own Eaſe and Intereſt; but that there is no meddling vit 
Men of ſuch an inhoſpitable Humour, that the Dome: 
ticks, how faithful ſoever, can never be ſecure. 

But Sir Roger L'Eftrange is of Opinion, that this My. 
ral is a Force upon the natural Bias of the Fable: Fo 
ſays he, the Farmer has no Liberty of Choice befor 
him, but either to do what he does, or to periſh : An 
in ſo doing (with all Reſpe& to the Rules of Honey 
he does but his Duty, without any Way incurring th 
Character of an ill-natur'd Man or a cruel Maſter, Bi. 
as the ſame Author obſerves, there may be alſo anothe 
Doctrine rais'd from it; which is, that, in Caſes of e 
treme Difficulty, the Laws of Conveniency and ordinar 
Practice muſt give Place to the Laws of Neceſſity. An 
this, adds he, was the naked Truth of the Farmer's Ci 
who would have been glad to have had no Occaſion: 
kill any of his Beaſts. 

FAB. 60. An EAGLE and a Fox. 
A Treaty of Amity and good Neighbourhood wr 
once ſtruck up betwixt the Eagle and the Fo 
Notwithſtanding which, one Day when the Fox y 
abroad a foraging, the Eagle fell into her Quarters, 
carried away a whole Litter of Cubs at a Swoop. 1 
Fox returned Time enough to ſee the Eagle upon t 
Wing, with the Prey in her Foot, and to \ ſend many 
heavy a Curſe aiter her. In a very ſhort Time after, y 
on the ſacrificing of a Goat, the ſame Eagle made a $0 
at a Piece of Fleſh upon the Altar, and took it away 
her young: But ſome live Coals, it ſeems, that ituck 
it, ſet the Neſt on Fire. The Birds were not as 
fledged enough to ſhift for themſelves, but upon ſorm 
ing and ſtruggling to get clear of the Flame, down h 
tumbled, half roaſted, into the Mouth of the Fox, v 
| Rood gaping under the Tree, expecting ſuch an Er 
and who greedily devour'd em! in che very ſight of 
Dam. 


MOR AL. 
7 otic ice is a fared Thi "gs and no Neceſſity can warratt 
J. rolaticn of it. 
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| RerLigction _ | 
This is to give great Men to underſtand, that no 
Power upon Earth can protect them in the Exerciſe of 
yranny and Injuſtice, but that ſooner or later Vengeance 
vill overtake Oppreſſors. It hkewiſe condemns Treachery, 
and Breach of Faith, even towards the moſt Perfdious : 
nd farther ſuggeſts to us, that when People are in a 
ran of Wickedneſs, one Sin treads upon the Heel of 
another, * The Eagle begins with an Invaſion upon the 
Rights of Hoſpitality, and common Faith; and at the 
next Step advances to Sacrilege, in robbing the Altar. 
And what. follows upon it now, but a divine judgment, 
that makes her acceſſary to the Firing of her own Net, 
ind avenges the Cauſe of the Fox, thongh ons of the 
falſeſt of Creatures, | 
FAB. 61. An HUSBANDMAN and STORK, 
Poor innocent Stork had the ill Hap to be taken 
IX in a Net that was laid for Geeſe and Cranes. The 
tork's Plea for herſelf was Simplicity and Piety, the 
Love ſhe bare to Mankind, her Duty to her Parents, 
ind the Service ſhe did in picking up venemous Creatures. 
"his may be all true, ſays the Huſbandman, for what J 
mow; but as you have been taken with ill Company, 
ou muſt expect to ſuffer with it. pr 
5 MOR AL. 2 
Dur Fortune and Reputation require us to Reep good Cam- 
' pany; for as v2 may be eafily perverted by the Ferce of 


bad Examples, <viſe Men will judge of us ly the Cam- 


pany wwe keep. What Jays the Proverb Birds of a Fea- 


ther will flock together. | * 
CC | | 
A Man may lie under ſome Obligation of Duty and 
teſpet, to vitit, eat, and correſpond with, many People 
bat he does not like, And this may be well enough done 
do; provided it be out of Decency, Diſcretion, or good 
lanners, rather than upon Choice and Inclination, 
kd that he avoids it whenever he can, and paſſes the prin- 
pal Part of his Time in better Company. $ 


lt is indeed the Fortune of many a good Man to fall 
tb bad Company, and to be undone by. it, and yet no 
ays guilty all the while of this Tniquizy of his Com- 
Mons, But can any Man be excus'd that takes, and 

| 9 F | even 


$- 50 Keen FARLEL 
even ſeeks, all Opportunities of frequenting the Com. 
pany of ill Men, and ſhewing his Delight in them, pre. 
ferably to better? Shew me the Company, ſays the Adage, 
and PI] tell you the Man. And when a great Perſon a- 
ſociates himſelf with Fiddlers, Buffoons, or Tumblers, 
would not any Man judge their Souls to be of the ſame 
Standard and Alloy? Or when one ſees a Lord take De. 
light in a Coach- box, would not a cenſorions Perſon he 
tempted to think his real Father had preſided in one be- 
fore him. Ds Fn 


Fas. 62. 4Bor and FaisE ALARMS, 


A Shepherd's Boy had gotten a roguiſh Trick of 
| crying, A Wolf! a Wolf! when there was no 
ſuch Matter, and fooling the Country-people with 
falſe Alarms. He had been at this Sport ſo many 
Times in Jeft, that they would not believe him at laſt, 
when he was in Earneſt; and ſo the Wolves broke in 
_ the Flock, and worry'd the Sheep without Re- 
ſiſtance. N 

| | Mor at. 
Nis Fable ſhews us the dangerous Conſequences of an ins 
proper and unſeaſonable Fooling. The old Moral ebſerwe, 

That a common Lyar ſhall not be beliew'd, even when hi 

 Jpeaks true. | | | 

REFLECTION, | 

It is not every Man's Talent to know when and 
how to caft out a pleaſant Word, with ſuch a Regard 
to Modeſty and Reſpect, as not to tranſgrefs the true 
and fair Allowances of Wit, good Nature, and good 
"Breeding. The Skill and Faculty of governing this 
Freedom within the Terms of Sobriety and Diſcretion 
goes a great way in the Character of an agreeable Com- 
panion : For that which we call Raillery, in this Senſe, 
is the very Sauce of civil Entertainment: And without 
ſome fach TinQure of Urbanity, even in Matters tie 
moſt ſerious, the good Humour falters, for Want of 
Refreſhment and Relief : But there is a Medium yet be- 
twixt All-fool and All-Philoſopher : I mean a prope! 
and diſcreet Mixture, that in ſome ſort partakes of both, 
and renders Wiſdom itſelf ſo much the more grateful 
and effectual. The Gravity, in ſhort, of the one, 
enliven'd with the Spirit and Quickneſs of the othel 
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and 


E convey the Force of the Intent and Meaning of it. 
The Shepherd's Boy, in ſhort, to come cloſer to the 
Fable, went too far upon a 'Topick he did not under. 


8 fan 
= 0 * 
3 

«ay 

* 

* 


8 faw this Exploit, would needs. try the ſame Experiment 
upon a Ram: But his Claws were ſo ſhackled in the 
Fleece with lugging to get him up, that the Shepherd 
| came in, and caught him, before he could clear him 
ſelf; he clipt his Wings, ant carried him home to his 
Children to play withal. They came g ping about 
him, and aſd their Father what ſtrange Bird that was! 
Why, ſays be, he fanſy'd himſcif an Eagle an Four ago; 
but now he is himſelf thoroughly convinc'd that he is 


but a filly Daw. 


| It is a high Degree 


with our Superiors, in what kind ſoever, whether it be 


As op's FABL ES. 51 
md the Gaiety of a diverting Word ſerves as a Vehicle 


FAB, 63. An EAGLE and Daw. 


N Pagle made a Stoop at a Lamb, truſs'd it, ami 
took it away with her. A mimical Daw, that 


R ——² ! 
- 2 5 


MOR ATL. | | 
Vanity and Folly, fer Men to tage 
more upon them than they are able to go through avithal; 
fence the End of all jach Undertatings geucrally Subjects 
them to Meckery as well as Diſappointment, 
N REFLECTION. 
It 15 vain and dangerous to ent r into Competitions 
in Arms or Expence, or in Arts and Sciences. It is 
impoſſible for any Man, in fine, to take a true Meaſure 
of another without an exact Knowlege of himſelf. Nay, 
the Attempt of any Thing above our Force, with Vanity 
and Preſumption, moſt certainly ends. in a Miſcarriage 
which makes the Pretender ridiculous. The endeavour- 
ing to outdo a great Man in his own Way, favours in 
ome Degree of ill Manners, as it is upon the main a 
high Point of Indiſcretion. One Man. takes it for an 
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Afront to be outwitted, another to be outfool'd, as Ners | 
ould not endure. to be outhddled ; but, in ſhort, be the | 
Matter never ſo great, or never ſo trivial, it is the ſame I 
Caſe as to the Envy of the Competition, | if 
a | | = 
We 0g 
. F 2 FAA. 
4 


78%  A$S0Pr's FABTLES. 
FAB. 64. AI Do in the MANGER. 
\ N envious Cur was gotten into a yn 2h and 


there lay growling and ſnarling to keep the 


Cattle from their Provender, chooſing rather to ſtarve hi; . 
own Carcaſe, than ſuffer the other Beaſts to ſatisfy thei: WF e 
Hunger. 7 
| MoR AL. | I 
Envy pretends to no other Happineſs than evhat it gerigm In. 
From the Miſery of other People, and will rather cat u. our 
thing itſelf, than not flarve thoſe that around. | fure, 
5 REUTFU Zern. to Inc 
We have but too many Men in the World of thi; takin 
Dog's Humcur; who will rather puniſh themſelves, tua is con 
not be troubleſon:e and vexatious to others. This dis WM hower 
bolical Envy is deteſtable, even in private Perſons ; bit Men 
whenever the governing Part of a Nation comes to be Wi Great 
tainted with it, there is nothing ſo ſacred that a corrupt, Hort, 
ſupercilious, ill-natur'd Miniſter will not ſacrigce to ths World 
ext crablo Pation, No worthy Man ſhould eat, live, o fome « 
Freathe common Air, if he could hinder it. It 15 hi too ha 
Delight to blaſt all Sorts of honeſt Men, and not only viMevery | 
lefien their Characters, and their Services, but to range [thoug] 


them in the Number of publick Enemies: And ke hay p 
twenty Times rather fee the Government fink, than har: AB 


it thought, that any Hand but his own ſhould have i 0 
Part in the'Honour of ſaving it. Now he that betray: { 
his Maſter for Envy will never fail of doing it for MoneyWCamel 
for the gratifying of this canker'd Malignity is but anotheWotted } 
Way of felling him; only the Spite is antecedent and tags h 
ſubſervient to the Corruption: But this Court-Envy wſtie Ha 
not altogether the Envy of the Dog in the Fable; toWray'd. 
there is a Mixture of Avarice and Intereſt in the tome her « 
whereas the other is a ſpiteful Malignity purely for MirfWuce ey 
_chief-fake. The Dog will rather ſtarve himſelf than taWuliar t. 
Cattle ſhall eat; but the envious Courtier will be ſugW/nich h 
to look to one whoever elle ſuffers. e 0 confe 
FA B. 65. ASHEEPand a CROW. jar 
| Crow fat chattering upon the Back of a Sheep im wit 
| Well? Sirrah, ſays the Sheep you durſt not hal 
done this to a Dog. Why, I know that, ſays the Crow bey K 
as well as you can tell me; for I can be as quiet as , e 
body with thoſe that are quarrelſome; and I can be 4 8b. 


troubleſon 


ESO FABLES: 53 


and will take it. ; 
te Mo R A. | 
e hi; is the Nature and Practice of mean and loau Spirits, to; 


thei be inſolent towards thoſe that will bear it, and as flaviſo- 
to others that are more than their Match.- 

| REFLECTION, 
SE Infolence and Tyranny over Inferiors and Perſons in: 
our Power, is ſo unmanly a Vice, that we may be always 
ſure, that ſuch a Behaviour to ſuch Perſons never fails 


. 
61 
Ie 


[1 1s 


f this 
„than 


8 (16+ 


taking the very Inſults from Superiors, where Intereſt. 
is concern'd, that it offers to Inferiors... This Comfort, 
| however, reſults from the Whole, That though the Great 
; but Men threaten the Little ones; yet Kings threaten the 

to he Great Men; and, laſt of all, God threatens Kings. In 
ruft ort, it may be obſerv'd through the Courſe of this 
to this World, That he who 1s a Tyrant over one, is a Slave to- 
ve, ei fome other; and finds there are Men who are as much 
is bi too hard for him, as he is for thoſe he oppreſſes. And 
only uf erery one in his own Cafe thinks himſelf hardly uſed, 
range chough he will not conſider it in auotber's. 


he haßt NE oy 
in haves © 4 B. 66. The CREATURES petition JU TRR. 


have 4 General DifſatisfaQton once reigned among ſeveral“ 


be trau Creatures, at their Conditions particularly: The- 
Money Camel prayed Jupiter, That he might have Horns al- 


anothaMlotted him, as well for Ornament as Defence, as Bulls and 
ent an tags had. The Fox pray'd for the Fleetneſs of the Hare; 
Envy if the Hare for the Subtlety of the Fox; and the Peacock 
le; fofWpray'd for the fine Voice of the Nightingale, ſuperadded 
former her own beautiful Plumes. Jupiter told them, that 
for Mit ince every Creature had ſome: Advantage or other pe- 
than taliar to itſelf, it would not ſtand with divine Juſtice, 


be ſudW/hich had provided fo well for every one in particular, 
0 confer-all upon any one. And becauſe the Camel had 


awed himſelf moſt uncaſy in his State, che God not 


W. 


ly refus*d him Horns, but, for Example. ſake, puniſh'd 
Sheeb im with the Loſs of Ears. 
not ha „ ©. WG. 
1 Cron ery Eving Creature has that Share of the Bounties of 
et 5 Haben, which Providence knows to be beſt for it. We: 
ubleb F ought to be contented with our preſeut Condition, - be it* 


F 3 Is ana! 


ntl 


troubleſome as another too, when I meet with thoſe that 


to indicate a baſe Mind; ſuch a Mind as is capable of : 


„„ ier FASLEL 


Tree into his oWn Grounds. 


d — corre ¶ Po., _ 5 
p 


ewhat it auill, and not repine at the Di/penfatiis f 
Providence. 


. REFLECTION. 


We are never content with the Bounties of Heaven. 2 
One would have a Voice; the other gay Cloaths; and mT 
while every Man would have all, we charge Providence the ! 
with injuſtice for not giving to every Man alike. Socrats Wi with 
was in the Right in ſaying, That in caſe a Man were to Wl loſes 
have the Choice before him of all the ill Things and all MW woule 
the good Things in Nature, he would come home ſo he 
again the ſame Man that he went out, or perhays Fruit 
worſe. 
Vhy ſhould not the Nightingale envy the Peacock: 
Train, as well as the Peacock envy the Nichthoalf 
Note? And why ſhould not all the Works of the Creation 
expoſtulate at the ſame Rate, and upon the ſame Grounds? }W'Thiri 
Why has not Man the Wings of an Eagle to carry hin I hay 
from Danger, or to fatisfy his Curiefity what the World MWyourſe 
15 doing? Why has he nat the Sagacity of a Dog, the cloſe ti 
Paw of a Lion, the Teeth of a Leopard, the Heels of: eaſily 
Courſer, and the like? And have not brute Animals the and dr 
ſame Equity ef Complaint on the other Hand, for Want Poſture 
of the Faculties and Advantages, intellectual and 11 a Lift, 
of Mankind? So that here is a civil War that runÞelping 
through all the Parts of the Univerſe, where nothing ad bu: 
pleaſed with its own Lot, and no Remedy at laſt, bufave be 
by new-mouluing the World over again. 'This inord ent de 
nate Appetite has becn the Overthrow of many a King- 
dom, Family, and COmmony vealth. { 7 
To afk Impoſii bilities, in fine, is ridiculous; and e .; 
alle Things unnatural, is impious: Such as we are, Col comes, 
has mad: us; our Poſt and our Stition is appointed Us 
and the Decree is not to be reverſed. | 8 ] 
FAR. 67. L CovETOUS LANDLORD. 3 
Certain Farmer had one choice Apple- tree in liſh the fi 
Orchard. that he valued above all the reſt, aß well!; 


made his Landlord every Year a Prefent of the Fruit 0 
it, His Landlord lik'd the Apples ſo well, that aftel 
a While nothing would ſerve him but tranſplanting th 
It wither'd preſently up 
the Removal, and fo there Was an End of both Fruit an 
Tree together. 
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| Mo RAL. 

F covet all loſe, /ays the Proverb,. which is a agoad Mo- 
3 val to the Fable. 
en. REY LE 0 TION. 
and This is the true Caſe of many a covetous Man: Like 
ner Wi the Dog ſnapping at the Shadow, he is not contented. 
ate with the Good he poſſeſſes, but endeavouring to get more, 
e to boſes what he had. The Landlord's Pride and Avarice 
would not let him owe an Obligation to his Tenant, and 
ſo he robs his Tenant, defrauds himſelf, and loſes. the 
Fruit and the Tree for ever. 


FAB. 68. 4 FO X and Goar. 


Fox and a Goat went down by Conſent into a: 
Well to drink, and when they had quenched their 


me 


hays 


9 * K 0 
y yale's 
d ation 


nds? WM in hirſt, the Goat was at a Loſs how to get back again. 
v hin I have a Way for that, ſays Reynard; do but you raiſe 
World [yourſelf upon your hinder Legs, with your fore Feet 
g, the cloſe to the Wall, and then ftretch out your Head; I can 
Is of :eaſily whip up to your Horns, and fo out of the Well, 


als tue and draw you after me. T he Goat puts himſelf in a 
Wan Poſture immediately, as he was directed, gives the Fox 
moral, ſs Lift, and fo out he ſprings: But Reynard, inſtead of 
t runs helpin ig him, leaves him with this barbarous Scoff, If vou 
hing had but half ſo much Brain as Beard, ſays he, you would 
it, butfſſWave bethought yourſelf how to get up again before you 
:no:di Vent down. 


1 King: 


Mok AL. | 
! wile Man will leave nothing to Chance more than needs: 


muſt 5 but æuill debate every thing pro and con before he 
comes to fix upon any Reſolution. | 


and t 
re, Gol 
nted Wy 
It is Wiſdom to conſider the End of Things before we 
mbark, and to forecaſt Conſequences. It is alſo to be 
pected, that Men in Diftreſs will look to themſelves. 
a the firſt Place, and leave their Companions to ſhift 


O RD- 


e in n 


reſt, aß well as they can. When a Knave and an honeſt Man 
Fruit Mappen to be embark'd together in the ſame common 
hat altalntereſt, the Sharper will be ſure, if ever it comes to a 
nting teich, to ſhift for himſelf, and leave the other in the 
ntly upd urch. It is the Way of the World for Men to abandon 
Fruit ani Benefactors, and to make Sport with thoſe. who 


dd them. No Matter ſor the Morality of the Thing, 
o 


Mo BEA“ 


REFLECTION. „ 


1 ÆsoOop's FAII ITS. 
ſo long as it is the Faſhion; and he that advanees hin? 
upon the Ruin of another, frequently gets the Reputatin 
of a Man of Art and Addreſs. The Facility and the Sin. 
plicity of the Goat ſhews, us what an honeſt Man is h 
truſt to who keeps a Knave Company. In fine, it be. 
hoves us to /c94 befere aus leap ; and, in caſe of the wor! 
tat can befal us, to ſecure an After-game. 


F ARB. 69. Cocks and a PARTRIDGE, 


| ; ay Cocker bought a Partridge, and turned j: 

to feed among his fighting Cocks. The Cock 
beat the Partridge away from the Meat, which ſhe lait 
the more to Heart, becauſe it look'd like an Averſ 
to her purely as a Stranger. But the Partridge finding 
' theſe very Cocks afterwards tearing one another to Piece 
comforted herſelf with this Thought, that ſhe had 10 
Reaſon to expect they ſhould be kinder to her than the 
were to one another, - | 


RE MoR AL. 

A is no Wonder to find thoſe People troubleſome to Strange, 

 evho cannot agree among themſelves. | 

| REIS TI. „ 
There is no Peace to be expected among thoſe thi 

are naturally fierce and quarrelſome. As far as poſibk 

we are to avoid ill Company; but where we are forc' 

upon it, there is no Remedy but Patience. The Coch 

here did but according to their Kind; and it is the hn 

Thing with wicked Men too (as Birds of the fame Peat? 

to be troubleſome to other People as well as to one at 

other. | . 

FAB. 70. ABRACGING TRAVELLER. 


M Vain Fellow, who had been abroad in the World 
would ſtill be tiring Peoples Ears at his Retun 
with Stories of his wonderful Actions in his Travels 
and particularly he told of a Leap he took at Ryde 
that nobody there could come within fix Peet oi f 
Now this, ſavs he, | am able to prove. by ſeveral Wi 
neſſes upon the Place. If this be true, ſays one of ti 
Company, there's no need of going to Rhodes for WU 
neſs; do but you fanſy this to be KH, and then hg 
25 the Leap. | NE 


 Mok4b 


ned it 
Cocks 
ie laid 
7erlion 
inding 
Pieces 
had 10 
an they 


ranger, 


ſe that 


48 
oo ffible 
3 4 
2 i0rC 


> World 
s Retun 
Travels 
Rhode 
>et of 1! 
eral Wit 
Ine of th 
for WI 
then el 


 Mok3) 


ant De. 
autious 


Ml 

5 T1 ers 
the Comy 
thought 2 


WAY Tod JOLIR: 

W vl TEL e ; 2 N 
15 / lf; ft Il f 1 . \ Jy \ , 
j | \ | 2 » J a — — 5 | a 8 | \ 

7 Ne = * Tk * * ) 


» 
{ ** 
be \ 
- 0 * \ 
7 23 
£ 


»; 
. £ * 
* = >> 0 1 
. 
959 — 5 
- 


— 


* 
WE 


rr 
5 = 


— 


7 
10 
= == 


= 


S 


Y 
N W 
me 8 


— v 

. === — n * 76 

— — - 4 600 e 

———— = KY 

1 — i WW 
— 


[i 


' y 4 
0 KO 57 
. * * * 
8 3 ” 
Irs Fs 
VLA 
% 


Fi 


Dracle {h 


* 


wing 


e that f 


"Ng {1 
unſwer 


lo 


—. 


; 1 
} ht 
" 4 
1 i 7 
lan et 8 
. 7. 
7 
i o 
44 of \ 
/ -» 7 
. } 
y }, 
* 4 
! 1 1 \ 
: y l 


N 0 . * 

: V1 od 
WAVY 
aL LAW 
ir, CIs. \ 


Wt! 


» þ 7 


Nia, 

Wa 
LO 
ee 
. ene 0 
Wy 1 g 


KUL! 


| ii 5 My 1," 9 
| . me | LO 
— 14 h | 9 (LA I, 
f 10 Mfr ae 


0 
ö 


— 
— 
— = 


wY 


une 
* * 


— ö. 
— 
— — 
— —— 


— 


— os 
22 THAT 
OTTER 


I 


j 
g U 4 * 5 
5 f 


; 1 10 8 : i ” 1 F 
* Jo 10 i + N 10 Y 4 2 


' — 5 1 YAY.) U N 

K 1 2 5701 

\ . 

8 

N. Ke 21 * 

. 
. 


8 7 2 


X# 5or's FapLEs. 37 


| MoR AL. 1 

ant Detection oftentimes attends the prating Folly of a_ 
Brafter, and then he becomes the Scoff. and Contempt of 
the Company; inſtead of being what he would bade been 
thought, the moſt confiderable Man in it. 

| x FN GT ION. . 

This home Put of one of the Company was bringing 
he Matter to a Demonſtration : Vain Boaſters ſnould be. 
autious of making Pretenſions to what may be fo eaſily 
rought to immediate Proof. Travellers they ſay, may, 
ye by Authority; and yet our Traveller's Privilege here 


o the Company. Fo 
F AB. 71. 4 SCOFFER Puniſbed. 


Preſumptuous Scoffer at Things facred took # 
Journey to Delphi, on purpole to try if he could 
but a Prick upon Apollo. He carry'd a Sparrow in his 
land under his Coat, and told the God, I hawe ſome- 
Ping in my Hand, ſays he: Is it dead or living If the 
Oracle ſhould ſay it was dead, he could ſhew it alive 
living, it was but ſqueezing it, and then it was dead. 
e that ſaw the Iniquity of his Heart, gave him this. 


or it is in thy Choice to have it either the one or the 
yſelf ; and immediately 
or a Warning to others. 

| MOR AL. 


ſtruck the bold Scoffer dead, 


inſenſible Degrees to Atheiſm: For when Men hade ance 
caſt off a Reverence for Religion, they are come within out 
dep of laughing at it. Els on Tt Rs | 

{*REFLEECTION:c:. : | 5.5; 
There is no playing faſt and looſe with God Almighty; 
do ſees the very Thoughts of our Hearts. This Way 


pubt of an All-knowing Power, has as much Right to 
e Attribute in queſtion, opens the Way ta a Diffidence 


all the reſt, It would prevent a great deal of Wick 
bels in the World, if Men would but live and act in 


ä — — — MQ — — — 


as not ſufficient to protect him from being made a Sport 


Infwer : It ſhalt e'en be which of the two thou pleaſeſt: 


ther, as to che Bird; but it is not in thy Power as to 


reſumption naturally leads People to Infidelicy, and that by 


tooling in holy Things is the very boldeft Sort of 
piety that can be practiſed, He that pretends to 


abt of an All-mighty Power too; and the bringing of 


religious 
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0 o : _ ET EE 2 ; . .* | e Care 
religious Matters ſo as to own and to recognize the 


Force and Awe of a Deity in their Practices, as wells 3 
in their Vorde: But when they come to querying ad pu 
riddling upon it, with an Fit be fo and fo, the Scaniy he Int 
of the Suppoſition is not to be borne ; for fuch a Wl © 
of ſeeming to affirm a Thing, is but one Remove fron ] 
a flat Denial of it. Such was the Scoffer's Queſtia \ NE 
here to the Oracle, which implies both the Doubt of 3 m 
Divine Omniſcience, and a Curioſity to diſcover the Tru of 
of the Matter, with a Banter at th. End' of it; and Hod Ad 
makes a conſummated V/ickednei:; which we thin ind to 
completes the Fable, in making it end with fo deſerved Il cert: 
Puniſhment. BEE : | warded 

FAB. 72. A WoMAN and a Far HEN. 
N Good Woman who had a Hen that laid her even 7 8558 
TA Day an Egg, fanfy'd that, upon a larger Alloy 20H 

' ance of Corn, this Hen might be brought to lay twig 0 8 
a Day. She try'd the Experiment; but the Hen gro . 
fat upon it, and quite gave over laying. 3 
TY | Mo R AL. | do reck 
Ve fhould ſet Bounds to our Deſires, and content ourſlu & 'r 

When wwe are well, for fear of lofing what we have. Indi 
| „KIT LIE TI Ox. | . 
This Fable is of the fame Nature with that of M Hlarit : 
covetous Landlord, Fab. 67. and affords us a Figure Mie = 45 
the Folly and the Miſchief of vain Deſires, and an inen 3 
moderate Love of Riches. Covetouſneſs is enough WF 4 
make the Maſter of the World as poor as he that has i ae 
nothing. It is a Madneſs for one that has enough alread 5 wh 
to hazard all for the getting of more. There is au oe in 
Medium between eating too much and too little; an * 
this Dame had undoubtedly hit upon it, when the He N 
brought her every Day an Egg. But when ſhe ca © 
to enlarge the Hen's Alfowance for her own Pre F a B. 
upon an Opinion that more Corn would produce ms Thr 

Eggs, her Avarice miſled her into a Diſappointmenye jut 
which was both a Judgment upon the Sin, in the I. : = 
of what ſhe had before, and an Error in the very Te his po 
of Management and good Houſewifery; for Re plett both 
obſtructs the moſt neceſſary] Offices of Nature, and tl Dolot: 
as well in human Creatures as Poultry: And this m Gat, | 
erve as another Leſſon to Parents, and thoſe to wi P. 
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eCare of Children is intruſted, how they ſuffer them 
overcharge their Stomachs, and humour their Appe- 
tes; ſince fuch a Habit will make them unfit for every 
pod Purpoſe or Improvement, and fill them with Diſ- 
ſes into the Bargain, 


FAB. 73. A MAN bit by a Dos. 
4 NE bitten by a Dog was adviſed, as the beſt Re- 


the 
Is 
- and 
anda 
Way 
from 
eſtion 


t oft medy in the World, to dip a Piece of Bread in the 
Tru bod of the Wound, and give it the Dog to eat. Mighty 
and Mod Advice truly, ſays the Man! and ſo you have a 
thinſind to draw all the Dogs in Town upon me! for that 


rved ill certainly be the Caſe, when they ſhall ſind themſelves 
warded inſtead of puniſhed. 

| MOR Al. | 
ur Good-nature ſbould always be manag*d with Pru- 
dence, We may forgive an Injury; but we ſhould not 
encourage the Perſon who has injur'd us to repeat the 


Offence. 


r even 
Alloy 
y twid 


n glei REFLECTION. 


Under the Rule and Correction of this Allegory, we 
gay reckon Calumny, Slander, and Detraction in any 
orm or Figure whatſoever, and all Manner of Affronts 
d Indignities upon our good Names, or our Perſons, 
here may be Place in all theſe Caſes for a generous 
harity to forgive Offences, even of the higheſt Ingrati- 


ur ſor 


UC. 


- of tl 


ne de and Malice; but it is not adviſable to reward, where 
1579 len have the Tenderneſs not to puniſh. This Way of 
os", {occeding is dangerous in all the Affairs, publick as well 
; has p private, of human Life; for it is a Temptation to Vil- 
ae ny, when a Man fares the better for Evil-doing, IIl- 
T 1 ure, in fine, is not to be cur'd with a Sop ; but on the 
= rn oerary, quarrelſome Men, as well as quarrelſome Curs, 


often the worſe for gentle Uſage. 
Fas. 74. A THuNNy ajd a Dor PHIN. 


\ Thunny was chaſed by a Dolphin, which being 
juſt ready to ſeize him, the 'Thunny ſtruck be- 


ſhe ca 
n Prok 
uce mo 
11ntme 


Nee A re he was aware, and the Dolphin in the Eag-rneſe 
Sell his Purſuit ran himſelf a-ground with him. They 
1 1 4 both lot; but the Thunny kept his Eye ſtill upon 
chis 0 e Dolphin; and obſerving him when he was juſt at the 
to wlll Gaſp, Well, ſays ke, the Thought of Death is now 


caſy 
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60 Asor's FaBLEs. 
eaſy to me, ſo long as I ſee my Enemy go for Con, 
pany. ; , 

1 8 Mo AL. „ 

An iunotent Man may be indulg'd ſome Satisfaction, au ben h 


ſees the repacious Enemy, who brought Deſtruction 7 
him, inwold d in the ſame Calamity. | 


lies to 
tragica 
al Paft 
into a | 
yhere t 


| > REELECTION = Fa 
Sir Roger L' Eſtrange has made this and the followins WI A Cc 
Fable to have the ſame Import, and has put them both H 
under one Moral and Reflection, co ſhew the Wickedneßb Wnto a 1 
of a revengeful Diſpoſition : But to us there ſeems et out, 
wide Difference in the two Fables; and therefore ye ight U 
think ourſelves juſtify'd, in taking upon us to differ fron re, pr 
that celebrated Writer, and to make two diſtin& Appl. Mud do 
cations to them. Here is the harmleſs Thunny, in {triv. ot {tra 
ing to ſave his Life from the Jaws of a devouring Ene: une, ar 
my, driven on Shore and loſt; and, as we have obſerved Bll. . 
in the Moral, it was a natural and pardonable Satis fact. Vi Fab 
on that he took in ſeeing his cruel and mercileſs Enem cn 
Maring the ſame Fate which he had brought upon him, 
The Poctrine from hence may be, That Divine Venge-M The! 
ance oftentimes involves a wicked Man in the ſame Ruin to ex 
which he had defigned for another, and he meets his ypſies, 
Puniſhment in the very higheſt and moſt ſucceſsful A the C 
of his Malice. nr Fo Lown as 
| | Sir Rog 
FAB. 75. Two ENEMIES at Sea. itle and 
"TWO Enemies were at Sea in the ſame Veſſel, ted Bant 
I one at the Ship's Head, the other at the Stem man L 
It blew a dreadful Storm; and when the Veſſel was jul ally am 
ready to be ſwallowd up, one of them ad the Mater ſen 15 {tr 
which Part of the Ship would be firſt under Water? He Wax f 
told him the other End would fink firſt. Why ſthen, ſays l Thing 
he, I ſhall have the Comfort of ſeeing my Enemy g0 E not a 
before me. | | . i nothi 
Mo RAL. undred 
It is a awretched Satisfa&ion that a rewengeful Man tale, 00 
oben he can loſe his own Life, provided that his Ern ! ike; 
may not ſurvive him. | 2 
5 REFLECTION. "ac 1 
Revenge is a truly diabolical Diſpoſition, and ſtops A ey 


uon, 0 


Ns. Aga 22 a : t divides ti 
nothing that is violent and wicked, It divides U er Effe 


deareſt Friends, embroils Governments, and tears ry 
. ; 0 | E 
2 5 


4 9 I * ; 7 
« 2 


e e, ee EA . 
ies to Pieces. The Hiſtories of all Ages are ſull of the 
kr:gical Outrages that have been executed by this infer- 

il Paſſion 3 which is even capable of hardening People 

Into a brutal Contempt of Death (as in the Fable above) 

chere they may but fee their Enemies fall for Company. 
FaB, 76. The ASTROLOGER Admoniſb d. 
Certain Star-gazer had the Fortune, in the very © 
UA Height of his celeſtial Obſervations, to ſtumble ' 
nto a very deep Ditch ; and while he was ſcrabbling to 
et out, Friend, ſays a ſober Fellow paſſing be, make a 
light Uſe of your preſent Mis fortunes; and, for the fu- 
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fron ure, pray let the Stars go on quietly in their Courles, 

ppl. {pod do you look a little better to the Ditches ; for is it | 
rin. ot ſtrange, that you ſhould tell other People their For- © |: 
Ene- ine, and know nothing of your own? MET Wo Nr 1 if 
erved 145 + Mox Al. | 1 
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©: 0. ibis Fable 55 a juſt Rebuke to ſuch as neglect their own Ca- 
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1 

its 
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nem ens fo pry into theſe of other People. 

him. ä E F LE CTION. e 
enge. The Fable alſo ſerves, taken according to the Letter of 
Rauf, to expoſe the impudent Pretenſions of Fortune-tellers, 


ypſies, Wizards, and ſuch like, who ſo much impoſe 
n the Credulity of the Weak and Ignorant, as, well ia 
[own as Country, eſpecially in the latter, This Humour, 
dir Roger L'Eſtrange well obſerves, let it look never ſo 
itle and filly (as it paſſes many Times only for Frolick 
el, weh Banter) is yet one of the moſt pernicious Snares in 
Stem man Life, when it comes once tc gain Credit; eſpe- 
as jul ally among Women and Children, where the Imagina- 
Maste nis ſtrong in the one, and the Diſpoſition is as pliant 
Wax for any Impreflion in the other. Where fore, of 
il Things in this World, Care is to be taken, that they 
et not a Hank ring after theſe wretehed Jugglers. To 
y nothing of the Foolerles of Fortune-Bocks, and 
hundred other vulgar Ways of Inquiry into the Event 
| Amours, Marriages, Life and Death, Travel, Play, or 
elike; which is all but a Tincture of the ſame capital 
irmity, If theſe Pretenders were not better ſupported 
the Simplicity and Superſtition of inquiſitive Fool“, 
an they are by any Coneruity of Premiſes and Cer- 
ulon, or by the ordinary Way of tracing Cauſes from 
ir Effects, the Trade would not ind them Bread; - 
| © | for 
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for there is no Proportion at all betwixt the Means an 
PAR. 77. AFowLER and a BLack-Bir. 
X Black-Bird aſk'd a Fowler; who: was baiting hit 
AX. Net, what he was doing? Why, ſays he, I an 
laying the Foundations of a City; and ſo the Bird-man 
drew out of Sight. The Black-Bird, miſtruſting nothing, 
flew preſently to the Bait in the Net, and was taken; 
and as the Man came running to lay hold of him, Friend, 
ſays the poor Black-Bird, if this be your Way of Building 
you'll have but few Inhabitants: - ©. 
„ r M ORAL. a 
Inguiſiti ve People ſometimes pay dear for their  impertinen 


Folly. 
„„ REFLECTION. 
The Black-Bird here met with a deſerved Fate. He 
could not reſt contented with enjoying his own Liberty, 
Is but muſt pry into the Concerns of others, and as ſoon 
* as the Bird-man was gone, muſt needs deſcend from his 
Sanctuary, to devour the Bait to which he had no Right, 
and was deſervedly therefore caught in the Gin. On 
the other hand, the Fowler ſets forth the Arts and Stra- 
tagems of a deſigning Man, who never wants a Pre- 
tence to draw unwary and inquiſitive Fools into his 
Net, and ſuits his Bait to the Weakneſs of the intended 
Prey. And indeed it will be found, on due Obſervation, 
that the greateſt Part of Mankind are as eaſily taken in 
and ſeduced as the ſillieſt Birds, while they permit the 
Eagerneſs of their Appetites to ſuſpend the Exerciſe of 
their Reaſon. And if a ſuitable Bait be held out, as 2 
luxurious Treat to an Epicure, a fine Woman to a Sen. 
ſnaliſt, or the Appearance of Gain to a Miſer, they will 
each re ſpectively ſnap at the Bait as eagerly as a Bird, 
or a Fiſh, would do at a Worm, a Gudgeon, or a Gran 
of Corn. | | 28 | 


FAB. 79. MErcurY and a TRAVELLER. 


Hh Lenten jt entering upon a long Journey, made 
1 a Promiſe to Mercury, that he would dedicate to 
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his Divinity half what he ſhould find. Somebody had 
loſt a Bag of Dates and Almonds, it ſeems, and it was 
his Fortune to find it, He fell to work upon them 


bone 1 


imme 
and a. 
the 81 
Notice. 
here a 
other, 


if ti 
are . 
than 
mah 
COME. 


Mor 


Heave 
and co 
ſcience 
| a thouſ 
| as the 


lege o. 
Earneſt 
broken 
ſecure 

Diſtiné 
as wel! 
Word, 

the Tre 
Heaven 


F 
At 


for it, 


| bigger 7 


de taken 
for it. 

the Plac 
(ers to 
put his! 
per, bit 
tvery bo 
prod Pe, 


- F$0r's FAB L E S. 


nd of . * 63 
immediately, and when he had eaten up the Kernels, 
and all that was good of them, he laid the Stones and 

his the Shells upon an Altar; and defir'd Mercury to take 

an Notice, that he had performed his Vow. For, ſays he, 
ian here are the Outſides of the one, and the Inſides of the 

ng, other, and there's the Moiety 1 promis'd. EF 6 

en; "MOOT A £7: 71 5 

nd, Sone Men tals as if they believed in God, but they liv? as 

ing / they thought there corre none; but their very Prayers 


are Mockeries, and their Vous and Promiſes are no more 
than Words of Courſe, which if they ever intended to 
make good, they ſeldom hawe the Heart to do it, when. it 
comes to. the Point. 5 

| REFLECTION. 


He More or leſs we are all Jugglers in ſecret betwixt 
rty, Heaven and our own Souls; only we ſeek to meditate 
ſoon and cover Abuſes under the Maſk and Pretence of Con- 
1 his ſcience and Religion; and make God Almighty privy to 
ght, A thouſand falſe and cozening Contrivances, which we keep 

On zs the greateſt Privacies in the World from the Know- 
Stra- lege of our Neighbours. Nay, when we are moſt in 
Pre. Earneſt, our Vows and Promiſes are more than half 
» his broken in the very making them: And if we can but 
nded Wi ſecure ourſelves a Retreat by ſome plauſible Evaſion, 
tion, WW Dittintion, or mental Reſervation, it ſerves our Purpoſe 
en in as well as if it were a caſuiſtical Reſolution. In one 
t the Word, we all too much find the Moral of Mercury and 
iſe of the Traveller in the very Secrets of our Hearts, betwixt 
as a Heaven and our own Souls. N F 
ory FAB. 79. A Boy and his MOTHER _ 
Bird, School-Boy ſtole a Book, and brodght it to his 
Grain Mother; who was ſo far from correcting him 

for it, that ſhe rather encourag'd him. As he prew 
= bigger, he increas'd in Villainy, till he came at laſt to 

287.80 e taken in a great Theft, and was brought to Juſtice * 
made for it. His Mother went lamenting along with him to 
ate tothe Place of Execution, where he got leave of the Offi- 
ly had ters to have a Word or two in private with her. He 
it was put his Mouth to her Ear, and under Pretext of a Whiſ⸗ 
them Wiper, bit it clear off. This unnatural Villainy tura'd 
imme Heery body's Heart againſt him more than before: Well, 


$009 People, ſays the Boy, here you ſez me an Example, 
Gs: both. 
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64 Es oOr's FABL ES. 

both upon the Matter of Shame and Puniſhment; zud 

it is this Mother of mine that has brought me to it; for 

if ſhe had but whipt me ſoundly for the Book I fo 
when I Wasa Boy, I ſhould never have come to the 

Gallows for Theft now I'm a Man. 

MoRaL. 

"We are either made or marr'd in our Bdpcationg and Cs 
wernments, as well as private Families, are concerned in 
the Conſequences of it. 

RET LECT-1I0N. 

Wicked Diſpoſitions ſhould be check'd in time; for 
when they come once to Habits, they grow incurable 
More People go to the Gibbet for Want of early In. 
ſtruction, Diſcipline, and Correction, than upon any in. 
eurable Pravity of Nature; and it is mightily the Faul 
of Parents, Guardians, Tutors, and Governors, that { 

many Men miſcarry. They ſuffer them at firſt to run 

. a-head, and when perverſe Inclinations are advanc'd ont: 

inte Habits, there is no dealing with them. 


| 
[ 
1 
| \ 


FAB. 80. A SHEPHERD furn'd MERCHANT, 
Shepherd feeding his Flock by the Sea-ſide on; 
A very fine Day, the Smoothneſs of the Water 

_ tempted him to Vs his Shepherd's Buſineſs, and ſet i 
for a Merchant; So in all Haſte he puts off his Stock 
buys a Bargain of Figs, gets his Freight aboard, au 
goes away preſently to Sea, But foul Weather happening 
the Mariners were fain to caſt their whole Lading over 
board, to ſave themſelves and the Veſſel. Upon this 
Miſcarriage, our new Merchant Adventurer betook bin- 
ſelf to bis old Trade again; and it happen'd one Daf 
as he was tending his Sheep upon the very ſame Coal 
to be juſt h a flattering tempting Sea as that hie 
hetrayed him before: Ves, yes, ſaid he, who's Fool then: 

ou'd have ſome more Figs, with a Vengeance, æuould e! 

Mok AL. 

Men may be happy i in all Eſtates, if they lt bit fuit thi 
Minds to their Condition. But if they aviil be launciin 
out into Buſineſs they do not underſiand, they have nothin 
left them to truſt to when. they are once beawilder'd, butt 
Hope of ſome hind Providence 40 put hom 7n the right a 
Ae again. 
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ASsof's PABTLIS. 65 
RrrLlEcrTioN, | 
Algen 8 People honeſt and wiſe. Every Man 
living has his weak Side; ; and no Mortal was ever yet 
ſo much at Eaſe, but his Shoe wrung him ſomewhere or 
other, or he fanſy'd ſo at leaſt. Qur Shepherd's Caſe 
here, in ſhort, is every Man's Caſe, who quits a moral 

Certainty for an Uncertainty, and leaps from the honeſt 

Buſineſs he was Moe up to, into a Trade he has no- 

Skill i UL . „ i | 

FAB. 81. A Min oF QUALITY and a Lion. ul 

Perſon of Quality dream'd one Night, that he ſaw 1 
a Lion kill his only Son, who was, it ſeems, a Wl | | 

great Lover cf the Chace. This Fancy ran in the Fa- 

ther's Head to that Degree, that he built his Son a Houſe. __ | 
of Pleaſore, on purpoſe to keep him out of Harm's Way ; 
and ſpar'd neither Art nor Coſt to make a delicious Re- 
treat; which however, in the main, the young Man con- 
fider'd as no other than a Priſon, and his Father, who 
confin'd him to it, as his Keeper. Among the Paint- 
ings which adorn'd this little Palace, was the. Picture of 

a Lion, which he viewed one Day, and being incens'd 

to think that he ſhould be kept a kind of Priſoner for 

the Sake of a filly Dream of ſuch a Beaſt, he made a 

Blow at the Picture; but ſtriking bis Fiſt upon the Point | 1 

of a Nail in the Wall, his Hand cancerated, he fell into. 1 

2a Fever, and ſoon after died of it: So that all the Far. "i 

ther's Precaution could not ſecure the Son from the F ata 

lity of q pg by a Lion. 

WT" + Morart. 

Super fits Minds are often puniſb'd in the Way they moſt 
dreads Aud the very Means which wve take to awiid an 
afprebended Evil, when ave rely tos much on 'our o 

. Strength or Prudence, without truſting in Providence, are 
| 755 mage uſe of lo bring it upon ut. 
REFLECTION. E 
n is to no Purpoſe to think of preventing or ae 

ing Fatalities, eſpecially where the Event looks like the- 

Puniſhment of a Superſtition; as it fares with thoſe who 

govern their Lives by F orebodings and Dreams, or the 

mens of ill Luck, as we uſe to ſay; they are fill anxi- 
dus and uneaſy. Hiſtory i is full of Examples to illuſtrate 

e Doctrine of this Fable. The Father was to blame for 

G3. WES Alling 
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66 sor Fanuys, 
laying ſo much Streſs upon a fooliſh Dream, and the 
don wasilittle leſs to blame for being fo much tranſported 
zat the Impreſſion of that Fancy of. the Father: But they 
were both juſtly*puniſh'd however, the one for his 
Superſtition, and the other for his Paſſion. 
IF.. 82. 4 Fox that bft his Tait. 
; . taken in a Trap was glad to compound for his 
Neck, by leaving his Tail behind him. It waz 


| 


| ſo uncouth a Sight for a Fox to appear without a Tail, F 
| 755 the very Thought of it made him weary of his WW j 
| Life: But however, for the better Countenance of the Wi * hy id 
Scandal, he got the Mafter and Wardens. of the Foxes Con. R 1 
pany, to call a Court of Aliſtants, where he himſelf ap. Wo, 
pear' d, and made a learned Diſcourſe upon the Trouble, 2 1990 
the Uſeleſineſs, and the Indecency of Foxes wearing hed 8 
Tails. He had no ſooner ſaid out his Say, but up riſes at me. 
a cunning Snap, then at the Board, who defir'd to be 1 
inform'd, whether the worthy Member that mov'd again WW,  , 
the Wearing of Tails, gave his Advice for the Advantage WW _ by 
of thoſe that had Tails, or to palliate the Deformity and Þ 45 
Diſgrace of thoſe that had none? 9 
V MOR AL. . The 
Ht is the Way of the World to give otben People Counſel fir NR LA, 
' By-eng's. 2 But yet it ig a hard Matter to over-rule a Mul- Truth. 
. titude to their own Pain and Loſs: Blood. 
r RE HIN HT on.. ey she 
Wie may improve a Doctrine from this, that even 185 t 
Man has his weak Side, either by Miſchance or by Na. Nb, for 
ture; and that he makes it' his Buſineſs to cover it too Br -- Fog 
the beſt he can. In caſe of the worſt, it is ſome ſox bars! 
of Eaſe to have Company in Misfortune. It puts a Man BR... 1 
out of Countenance to be in a Faſhion by himſelf, and * If p 
therefore the Fox acted cunningly to try if he could WW, -. 
bring his Fellow Foxes to put themſelves into his Mode, or 
When we have carry'd a Point as far as it will go, and F. 
can make no more of it, it is a Stroke of Art and Philo- WA Fg, 
ſophy, to look as if we did not ſo much as wiſh for 4 1 
Thing that is not to be had. Every Man's preſent· Con- lan dir 
dition has ſomewhat to be ſaid for it: If it be uncay, he Hy: 
the Skill will be, either how to mend it, or how to e Cott 
(ear it; but then there muſt be no claſhing with the rely, ſa 
Methode, the Decrees, and the Laws of Nature, oY ne wit! 
0. 5.9 3 et 1 9 — | ted. Ws 
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Es Op's FABLE S. 
chat has forfeited his Honour and his Conſcience, ſeems 
to be much in the Condition of the Fox here that had loſt: 
his Tail; and oftentimes takes as much Pains too, to 
| perſuade all his Companions to follow his Faſhion, and 
de as corrupt as himſelf, that he may bring the reſt of the 
World down to his own Standard. N | 


E — — O@ 


FAB. 83. 4 Fox and a BRAM BLE. 
Fox cloſe purſued, took to a Hedge; the Buſhes 
', gave way, and in. catching hold of a Bramble to 
his Wi break his Fall, the Prickles ran into his Feet; upon this, 
the Wi he laid himſelf down, and fell to licking his Paws, with 
0. bitter Exclamations againſt the Bramble. Good Words, 
ap- Reynard, ſays the Bramble; one would have thought, that 


ble, you, whoſe Heart is bent on Miſchief, had known better 
mM Things than to lay hold on that for Relief, which catches 
us at every thing elſe for Miſchief. : 5 
i | | 


EEE CEE oo MLOM SS» Sh . 
That Man is hard put to it, who firfl brings himſelf into 
a Diſtreſs, and then is ford to fly to his Enemy for 
„ --- | e 

| | REFLECTION. | 

They who make themſelves the common Enemies of 
Mankind, by breaking all the Meaſures of good Faith, 
Truth, and Peace, and by lying in wait for innocent 
Blood, let them turn their Heads which Way they will, 
they ſhall be ſure of an Enemy in the Face of them : 


ever) Nay, they meet with their Puniſhment, where they 
N. ook for Safety; and which Way ſoever they go, Divine 
it too uftice either meets them, or purſues them. The Fox's 
e ſon charging his Misfortune here upon the Bramble, is the 
a = ery Caſe and Practice of wicked Men, who ſnarl at 
f, and Wh. Inſtrument, without ſo much as thinking of the 
ay rovidence. . N | 
o, and FAB. 84. 4 Fox and HUNTS MEN. 

Philo- 


\ Fox that was hard purſu'd, begg'd of a Country. - 
man to help him to ſome Hiding-place. The 


t- Con- lan directed him to his Cottage, and thither he went. 
unealy, he Huntſmen were preſently at his Heels, and aſked 
how to e Cottager, if he did not ſee a Fox that Way? No, 
3th the Wuly, ſays he, I ſaw none; but pointed at the. ſame 


ne with his Finger to the Place where he lay. The 
. 5 Huntſmen 


68 Es or's F ABLES, | 


Huntſmen did not take the Hint, it ſeems ; but the Fe 


fpy'd him, however, through a Peeping-Hole he hu W027 / 
15 bunt dut: So the Hunters went their Way, and then 7c 
out ſteals the Fox, and departs without one Word ſpeak. got 
ing. Why, how now, ſays the Man, han't you th 
"Manners to thank me before you go? Yes, yes, ſays de Al 
Fox, if you had been as honeſt of your Fingers as you other 
were of your Tongue, I ſhould not have gone without this E: 
acknowledging the Favour. ; for Me 
Pt N eet by 
Man may tell a Lie by Signs, as auell as in Words d mpri 
Length; and his Conſcience in this Caſe is as anſweralll . ae. 
Fier his Fingers as fer his Tongue. 15 F 
) | ; 
lere is a Caſe of Honour and of Conſcience both ini A 
one, upon the Matter of Hoſpitality and of Truſt. Te F * 
Laws of Hoſpitality are dere on the one Side, and 4M eſirous 
are the Duties we owe to our Country on the other, nv hi 
If we conſider the Truſt, Faith muſt not be broken; i ſelf 
the common Enemy, his Counſel is not to be kept. a conſid 
The Woodman did as good as tacitly promiſe the For" ay be 
a Sanctuary; but not being Sui Juris, he promiſed mon m gone 
than he could warrantly perform; for a ſubſequem Hately. 
Promiſe to conceal the Fox could not diſcharge him. 2 
_ . prior Obligation to deſtroy him, as a Beaſt of Prey fi 


It is true, it would have been more generous to han 
done it at firſt, and while he had as yet no Colour d 


1 . % ">; ; * : . 73 N 
any Tie of Honour upon him to preſerve him. Th % Co 


Fox beg d for Protection, Which he had no Reaton t Child ; 
expect. But let that be as it will, there is no Excuſe th " of, 
the Woodman's Double-dealing : For a Man ſhould no OW i. 
Promiſe that which he does not intend to perform. The 
rr e i | V . re 
FA B. 85. 4 MAN and a WOODEN GO. mg 
' | . nduftry. 
Man who had a great Veneration for an Image Mf Life“! 
i . * ts | j 3 
Had in his Houſe, found, that the more he pra) nd the 
to it to proſper him in the World, the more he wires Co 


down the Wind ſtill. This put him into ſuch a Rage 
that at laſt he daſh'd the Head of it to Pieces againſt ti 
Wall, | and out comes a conſiderable Quantity'of Gold 
Why this it is, ſays he, to adore a perverſe and inſen{id) 
Deity, that will do more for Blows than Worſhip. 


MORI 
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e CO 


* 


by 1 People accommodate 755 ar Religion Fo their Profit, and 
hen reckon that to be the beſi Church which there is moſt to be 


t Dyer -: 8 
ak. 2 . ; V8 
k REFLECTION. 


| All People who worthip” for Fear, Profit, or ſome 
15 Jother By-end, fall more or leſs within the Intendment of 
bob, Emblem. It is a kind of a conditional Devotion 


for Men to be religious no longer than they can ſave or 
get by it. The whole Sum of the Moral is, in ſhort, 
compriz'd in the old Saying, He who jerves God for Mo- 
ny, al ſerve the Devil for better Wages. © 5 


as 61 
abt | OR 
FAB. 86, 4 FATHER and his CHILDREN. 

Countryman who had liw'd handſomely in the 
1 World upon his honeſt Labour and Induſtry, was 
deſirous his Sons ſhould do ſo after him; and being now 
upon his Death-bed, My dear Children, ſays he, I reckon 
myſelf bound to tell you before I depart, that there is 
ja conſiderable Treaſure hid in my Vineyard; wherefore 
pray be ſure to dig, and ſearch narrowly for it, when I 
am gone. The Father dies, and the Sons fall imme- 


th in 
The 
nd | 
other, 
n; 1 
kept. 
ie For 


12 fliately to work upon the Vineyard. They turned it up 
him er end over, and not one Penny of Money to be found 
preſ ere; but the Profit of the next Vintage expounded the 


i iddle. 


our 0 
N 
aſont 

4 40 
21116 10 
11d no 


Mox AL. 


Child; and it is flill the better, auhen it is fo wrapt up, 
a; to beget a Curicſity as awell as an Inclination to fol- 
| REFLECTtON; 

here is no Wealth like that which comes by the 
10 „eng of God upon honeſt Labour and warrantable 

k nduſtry. Here is an Incitement to an induſtrious Courſe 
nage . tf Life, by a Conſideration of the Profit, the Innocence, 
e pray nd the Virtue of ſach an Application. There is one 


he weiß reat Comfort in Hand, beſide the Hope and Aſſurance 
a Rag more to come. It was a'Touch of Art in the Father 
ainſt J O cover his Meaning in ſuch a Manner, as to create a 
f Gol wmofity and an earneſt Defire in his Sons to find it 


nſenlid 
ip · 
Lo R= 


ut, And it was a treble 3 to them beſides; 
or there was Health in the Exerciſe, Profit in the Diſ- 
: covery, 


1d Counſel is the beft Legacy a Father can leave to 42 
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FA 
covery, and the Comfort of a good Conſcience in d NC 
charging the Duty of a filial Obedience, " 
e 
FAB. 87. A FISHERMAN and his Pipk. 3 te 
A Fiſherman, who underfteod Piping better thy nag. 
£ A Netting, fat himſelf down upon the Side of! ih ; 3. 
River and touch'd his Flute; but not a Fiſh came neue me bu 
him. Upon this he laid down his Pipe, and caſt li" 
Net, which brought him a very great Draught. The | 
Fiſh fell a friſking in the Net; and the Fiſherman 0 N, 
ſerving it, What Sots are theſe, ſays he, that would ng ju fe — 6 
dance when I play'd to them, and will be dancing no 4 
without Muſick? er” a 
3 Jo uf rr e #7 1 Wo ave 
Jan eyhe uſes not the proper and requiſite Means to ata 
bis End, can never 3 Succeſs. gf | le Fool 
3 A REFLECTION. * 
There is a proper Time and Seaſon for every Thing 7 oth 
and I can be more ridiculous than the doing Tae 
Things without a due Regard to the Circumianceso 25 
Perſons, Proportion, Time, and Place. | oh ac, 
FAB. 88. 4 FisHERMAN'S Good Luck, rrpoſe, th 
Fiſherman had been a long while at work with" er 
+ ont catching any Thing, and at laſt began to this, n 
of taking up his Tackle, and going ; but in that ver aching, 
Inſtant a great Fiſh leapt into the Boat, and ended ere al 
Day to his great Advantage. id; It is 
3 MO RAL. | de ſure 
Patience, Conftancy, and Perſeverance, in an honeſt Cai) uld lay, 
and Duty, can never fail of a happy End, one Wa) ' - © 
._- other. a. EP F 
w ̃ AS CTAIGN N the 
That which we commonly call good Fortune, is p the 1 
Lie perly Providence ; and when Matters ſucceed better with al Com 
, us by Accident, than we could pretend to by Skill, Croud 
; ought to aſcribe it to the Divine Goodneſs, as a BlefinW: This 
upon Induſtry, It is every Man's Duty to labour in hlireafure, 
Calling, and not to deſpond for any Miſcarriages QF Gefir'd 
Diſappointments that were not in his own Power to pl" him ; 
vent. Faith, Hope, and Patience overcome all Thing Ape go 
and Virtue can never fail of a Reward in the Conclulaly 4 


Fa 


—— —U— 


FA B. 89. | DEATH and an Or, D MAN. | 
N Old Man had travelled a, great Way under a 
huge Burden of Sticks, and found himſelf fo 
eary at laſt, that he caſt it down, and call'd upon 
death to deliver him from a miſerable Life. Death 
ame preſently at his Call, and aſk'd him his Buſineſs, 
ray, good Sir, ſays he, affrighted to find him ſo ready, 
ome but the Favour to help me up with my Burden 
] ain. 5 . 5 | 


hy MA. riiinigrn | 5 
dean Nature, however miſerable in this Life, had rather 
ob. ſuffer than die. If Death were always fo ready to attend 
1 a diſappointed Mind when it call d, Men would take Care 


to make it the laſt Thing they wiſh'd for. 

5 REFLECTION. | 
We are apt to pick Quarrels with the World for every 
ttle Foolery, Every trivial Croſs makes us ſay we are 
eary of the World; but our Tongues run quite to 
other Tune, when we come once to parting with it 
Earneſt, Then we are willing to endure any Thing 
this World, if we can but keep Life and Soul toge- 
ter, When it comes to that once, it is not, Help me oF 
ith my Burden, but, Help me up with it. To this 
urpoſe, the dying Parſon ſpoke naturally enough, though 
dt over piouſly, who being comforted that he was 
ding now to enjoy the Fruits of his good Life and 
eaching, to a Place of Joy and Glory inexpreſſible, 


ed i here all his Cares and his Troubles would be at an 


id; It is very true, ſays he, Heaven is a bleſſed Place, 
de ſure; but were I to have my Prayers heard, I 
1 C0 uld fay, for a little longer at leaſt, Old England for 


FAB. 90. An APE elected King. 
I N the Death of a Lion, a Contention aroſe amang 
the Beafts who ſhould be King in his Place. Se- 
a Competitors offer d; but at laft an Ape, delighting 
e Croud with his Grimaces and Gambols, was cha- 
BlefinMWP: This diſguſting the Fox, he pretends to have found 
ir in Ekreaſure, which he ſaid belong'd only to his Majeſty, . 


ages J defir'd him to go take Poſſeſſion of it. The Fox 


to pr him a Bait laid in a Ditch for the Treaſure, which 
Thing Ape going to ſeize, the Trap ſprings, and catches 
1 4 06 | ty, 23 y 2.4 * a R him, 


5 
11 


x SS sor "FanLs. i 
him by che Fingers. 4h then perfidious ; "8% Cries 
the Ape. Or thou ſimple Prince, rather! replies the 
Fox: You a Governor of others, with a Vengeance, that 
han t Yr enough to look to your own Fi * 0 
| | MY EA Lb... 
When os are in Power, Foxes' avill never be wanting tn 
# ay _ them. | 


REFLECTION. | 
Men ſhould not take a Charge upon them, which they 
are not fit for. Singing, Dancing, and Shewing of Trick: 
are not Qualifications for a Governor. This Fable ſhews 
not only the Envy and Malignity of the Fox, but the Im- 
prudence of Electors in the Choice of Miniſters, Repre. 

{entatives, or Officers that are not made for Buſineſs. 
This Fable alſo ſets forth the Unhappineſs of electiye 
Kingdoms, where Canvaſſing and Faction have commonly, 
too great a Hand in the Election. Nor. is there any 
Wonder to ſee Drolls and Tumblers advanc'd to Charges 
of Honour and Profit, where Ignorance and Popularity 
ſway the Choice. In fine, a Character of Honour upon 
the Shoulders of a Man whb has neither a Soul anfwer 
able to it, nor a true Senſe of the Dignity, is but a Mark 
ſet up for every common Fool to ſhoot his Bolt at, and 
every Knave to play upon. 


Fas. 91. A BoasTING ar 


Favourite Mule, high-fed, and in the Pride of 
Fleſh and Mettle, would ſtill be bragging of his 
Family and his Anceſtors. My Father, ſays he, was 
noble Courſer, and, though ] ſay it that ſhould not ſay it 
J myſelf take after him. He h d no ſooner ſpoken the 
Words, but his Father, an old Aſs that flood by, fell a 
braying; which minded him of his Original, and the 
Whole Field laughed him to Bene when they found him 
to be the Son of an As. 
| MO RAL. 
A 3 Fool. ka is waiſed out of a berni, 3 1 
. for. a Man of Quality, is aſpam d of nothing fo much 
4 4 his own Father and poor Relations. 

4 ET AIG TAN. 03.07 
| This Tondica the Caſe of thoſe mean Upſtarts, wh 
When they come once to. be preferr'd, forget theit 
Deſcent, and have not the Wit to conſider ws; fool 
by | ortund 
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XK $0e's FABLES. 73 
fortune may ſet them down again where ſhe took them 
Yup; but yet at laſt, when they come to be minded of 
their Original, it makes many a proud Fool ſenſible of a 
ſcandalous Extraction, that has no Shame at all for a 
ſcandalous Life.. MI 6 

Nothing daſh'd the Confidence of the Mule like the 
praying of the Aſs in the very Interim while he was di- 
lating upon his Genealogy. As who ſhould ſay, Remem- 
ler you Father, Sirrah! We have, in fine, a World of 
boaſting Mules among us, that don't care for being mind- 
ed of their braying Fathers: But it is often the Fate of 
theſe vain glorious Fops to be thus met withal; and your 


counterfeit Men of Honour ſeldom come off better: 


Wherefore let every Man look well about him, before he 


boaſts of his Pedigree, to make ſure that there be not an 


Af in the Family. 
F A B. 62. J Do c anda WOLFE. 
A took a Dog napping at his Maſter's Door, 


and when he was juſt about to worry him, 
Alaſs! ſays he, I'm as lean at preſent as Carrion; but we 


or three Days, that will plump me up with good Chear z 


and let him go; but paſſing ſome f-w Days after by 
the ſame Houſe again, he *ſpied the Dog in the Hall, and 
bad him remember his Promiſe. Hark ye, my Friend, 
lays the Dog, whenever you catch me aſleep again on the 
wrong Side of the Door, never trouble your Head to wait 
tor a Wedding. AE an tn e 5 | 
79 Mod it. Ts 

It is good to provide againſt all Chances, both ſleeping and 
waiing ; a Man cannot be too circumſpect, provided his 


Coution do not make him too ſolicitous for his Peace of 


Rare rox. gs 2” | 
Paſt Dangers make us wiſer for the future: As the 
Dog, after he had been ſnapt at the Door, had the Wit 


kromiſe to the Wolf was a kind of a Dog-Caſe of Con- 
ence, and the Wolf play'd the Fool in taking his Word 


for 


are to have a Wedding at our Houſe within theſe two 


and when I'm in a little better Caſe, Ill throw myſelt 
in the very Mouth of you. The Wolf took his Word, 


0lic in the Hall; which tells us, that a wiſe body is not 4M 4 | 
0 be caught twice by the ſame Snare and Trick, His | 
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_ pretended to conſent, provided he would have his Teeth 


An extravagant Lowe conſults neither Life, Fortune, nr 
Reputation ; but ſacrifices all that can be dear to a Man 


* Paſſion. 


This Fable, as Sir Reger I Eſerange obſerves, will look 


ct: 
ABA AL. oy ts — A DAE, aa — 1 G 


- (almoſt without a Figure) paſs for Beaſts. There is no- 
thing ſo fierce, or ſo ſavage, but Love will ſoften it; no- 
thing ſo generous, but it will debaſe it; nothing ſo ſharp- 


Eyes of it; and, to ſum up all in a little, where this 
Paſſion domineers, neither Honour nor Virtue 1s able to 


bis Claws, in a Compliment-to his new Miſtreſs, is n0 
more than what we ſec every Day exemplify'd in the Cale 


of jilting them at laſt. 


74 EAsor's FABLES. 
for that which he had no Reaſon to expect he would 
. ee e N 
T FA. 93. 4 LION in Loy 3 

Lion was in Love with a Country Laſs, and deb 


ber Father's Conſent to have her in Marriage. 
The Father, afraid of diſguſting ſo formidable a Beaſ,, 


drawn, and his Nails par'd; for the fooliſh Girl, he ſaid, 
was terribly afraid of thoſe Things. The Lion under: 
goes the Operation, and then challenges the Father upon 
us Promiſe, The. Countryman ſeeing the Lion dif- 
arm'd, pluck'd up a good Heart, and with a ſwinging 
Cudgel fo order'd the Matter that he broke off the 
1 CO ee ; 

Mox AL. 


e Senſe and Honour, to the Tranſports of an inconſid:ratt 


REFLECTION: 


well enough in the Moral, how: fantaſtical ſoever it may 
appear at firſt Bluſh in the Lines and Traces of it. Here, 
ſays he, is a Beaſt in Love with a Virgin; which is buta 
Reverſe of the prepoſterous Paſſions we meet with fre— 
quently in the World, when reaſonable Creatures of both 
Sexes fall in Love with thoſe that in the Allufion may 


ſighted in other Matters, but it throws a Miſt before the 
ſtand before it. The Lion's parting with his Teeth and 


of making over Eſtates, and extorting Jointures, with the 
Malice prepenſe all this while of holding their Noſes to 
the Grindſtone, and 1 with the Girl's F ather, here, 


_ 


E$s0rs FaRrLES. 75 
FAB. 94. A LionEss and a Fox. 

Fox caſt it in the Teeth of a Lioneſs, that fiir 
brought forth but one Whelp at a Time. Very 
right, ſays the other; but then that one is a Lion. 
VK Mon A. ce ; 

Things ought not to be valucd for thiir Number, out their 
| Excellency.” | Þ | 
8 REFLECTION. e 
Take the World to Pieces, and there are a thouſand 
| Sots to one Philoſopher; and as many Swarms of Flies 
to one Eagle. One Hero, or one truly great Genius, is 
| hardly produced in an Age, Look into Families who 
| have the largeſt Numbers of Children, and ſee how few 

the Worthy are, compared to the Unworthy. Lions do 
not come into the World in Litters, 5 5 


FAB. 95, Two Cocxs FIGHTING. 


WO Cocks fought a Duel for the Maſtery of 
1 a Dunghill. He that was worſted flunk away 
and hid himſelf in a Corner; the other takes his F light 
up to the Top of the Houſe, and there, with crowing 
and clapping of his Wings, makes Proclamation of his 
Victory. An Eagle made a Stoop at him in the Mie 
of his Exultation, and carried him away; and the van- 
quiſh'd Cock got the ſole Poſſeſſion both of Miſtreſſes and 
Dunghill, | | | 
Fs Moral + | ; 
A wiſe and generous Enemy whll make a modes Uſe of a 
Victory; for Fortune is variable. | 
| RBFLECTION, | 
This Combat of two Cocks for a Dunghill may be 
apply'd to the Competition of the greateſt Princes for 
Empire and Dominion. For what is the World more 
than a Maſs of Dirt or a Dunghill on the one Hand, as 
to the Subje& of the Quarrel? And there is the ſame 
Thirſt of Blood too, betwixt the Combatants, on the 
other, We have again, the various Chance of War ex 
hibited on both Sides; for it is with Kings, as with. 
the Cocks, He that is Victor this Moment may be a 
Captive the next: And this Volubility of human Affairs, 
Flat it is but either the Sport or the judgment of Pro- 
ndence, in the Puniſhment of Arrogance and Oppreſſion? 
Ve are given finally to underſtand, that as the Levity of 
| H 2 Fortune 


| 


— 
S 


76 Asop's FABLES. 


Fortune leaves us nothing to truſt to, or to preſume upon, 
ſo at the ſame time there is nothing to deſpair of. The 
conquering Cock was cut off in the very Song of his 


Triumph; and the Conquer'd left Maſter of the whole 
Subject of Debate. | 


FAB. 96. AFawnanda STA. 


Fawn was reaſoning the Matter with a Stag, why 
he ſhould run away from the Dogs till ; for, ſays 
he, you are bigger and ſtronger than they, and you are 
| alſo better armed; I cannot therefore imagine what 
ſhould make you ſo fearful of a Company of pitiful Cur, 
Nay, ſays the Stag, it is all true that you ſay, and it is no 
more than I ſay to myſelf many Times ; and yet, what- 
ever the Matter is, let me take up what Reſolution | 
pleaſe, when I hear the Hounds once, I cannot but be- 
take myſelf to my Heels. | 
1 enn | | 
It is one Thing to know what *we eupht to do, and another ts 
execute it: He that is naturally @a Coward, is nut to bt 
, made valiant by Counſel. | | 
REFLECTION. | | 
Natural Infirmities, as Men generally manage the 
Matter, are will nigh inſuperable: Men may be con- 
ſcious of the Scandal of a natural Weakneſs, and may 
make a Shift perhaps to reaſon themſelves now-and-then 
into a kind of temporary Reſolution, which, however, 
they have not the Power to go through with. We find 
it to be much the ſame Caſe in the Government of our 
Affections and Appetites, that it is in theſe bodily Frail- 
ties of Temperament and Complexion. Providence has 
arm'd us with Powers and Faculties, ſufficient for the 
. confounding all the Enemies both of Fleſh and Spilit 
which we have to encounter. We have Good and Evil 
before us; and we know, that it is at our Choice {0 
tale, or to refuſe; but when we come to deliberate, ve 
too generally play booty againſt ourſelves ; and while cu 
Judgment and our Conſciences direct us one Way, out 
Corruptions hurry us another. The Stag, in fine, 1s 
_ thorough Emblem of the State and Infirmity of Man. 
kind. We are both of us arm'd and provided, either 
for the Combat with our Enemies, or for Flight from 
them. We foreſee the Conſequence of a Temptation d 
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2 Danger; we ponder upon it, and now-and-then by- 
rits determine to outbrave and break through it; but we 
too often ſhrink upon the Trial; we too frequently betake 
Jourſelves, as it were, from our Heads to our Heels; that: 
lis to ſay, from Reaſon to Fleſh. and Blood; from our 
strength to our Weakneſſes; and both the Stag and we: 
not ſeldom ſuffer under one commom Fate. But after all, 
this is ſaying what ic, not what ought to be the Caſe. 
or it is a laudable Taſk to attempt to overcome a na- 
tural Propenſion or Habit to any fort of Evil; and the: 
greater the Difficulty, the more glorious the Conqueſt. 
he Attempt is worthy of a Man, and a Chriſtian; and: 
the Divine Grace ſeldom. fails to aſſiſt and ſupport: a „n- 

re and perſevering Mind in fo noble a Confſi cr. 


F 4B. 97. JUPITER and a BEE. 


Zee made Jupiter a Preſent of ſome Honey, which 
UL was ſo kindly taken, that he bad her aſk what ſhe 
vould, in Reaſon, and it ſhould be granted to. her. The 
Bee deſir'd, that where ever ſhe ſhould ſet her Sting, it 
might be mortal. Jupiter was th to leave Mankind 
kt the Mercy of a little ſpiteful Inſet, and was ſo far 
rom giving her more Power, that he bad her haye a care 
low ſhe uſed that ſhe Had; for what Perſon ſoever ſhe at- 
ack'd, if ſhe left her Sting behind her, ſhe ſhould. not 


ong ſurvive it. 


| 3 Mo R AL. 5 
piteful Prayers generally prove Curſes to thoſe who male. 
them; and the Miſchief they intend to others, uſually falls 
| upon their own Heads. . : 
REFLECTION: 1 5 
Cruelty and Revenge are directly contrary to the very 
ature of the Divine Goodneſs, and ſuch as pray for 
Power to exerciſe them, muſt expect a Puniſhment: 
om Heaven, rather than a Compliance with their 
ayers, We ought to be very careful what we pray 
Ir, leſt, inſtead of a Bleſſing, we bring a Curſe upon 


urſelyves. | 


FAB. 98. WasPs in a Ho NE xv- PO r. 
Whole Swarm of Waſps got into a Honey-Pot, 
and there they cloy'd and clamm'd themſelves, 
i there was no getting out again; and when. they: ' 
CE C SIT — = 
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found themſelves periſhing in their beloved Sweets, they a, 7, 
too late diſcovered how dear they paid for their pa} Poognoſ 
Delights. lan ſta 
„ een Gas | Wie to | 
Wh.n once ſenſual Pleaſures come to be habitual, it is «x. When I! 
ceeding diſſicult to get clear of them; but the Mind, in. Metter. 
merſed in the inordinate Purſuit of them, runs the Fat: f Wi 
the Waſps in the Fable. | hs 14 55 | : AB. 
5 E FL ECT IOM. . 1 
We have an Emblem here of thoſe fooliſh voluptuous N a! 
Men, who ſacrifice the Peace, the Honour, the Comfort, Ihclp him 
and all other ſubſtantial Satis factions of Life to the Temp. bim up 
tation of a ſenſual Appetite. And when once they are ed: A 
glued, as one may ſay, to their Luſts and Pleaſures, it is Hnother 
no eaſy Matter to work themſelves out of them; but, MY d onc 
like Ahe Waſps ſtifled in the Honey-Pot, they pro. Handle, 
ceed, till what they delighted in becomes the Deſtruckion that he . 
both of Soul and Body. | oo Wr 
FAB. 99. 4 YOUNG MAN and a SWALLOW, FOE 
A Prodigal Spendthrift had fold his Coat, and upon lh away | 
the Sight of a Swallow that came before her Time, upon the 
made account that Summer was now at hand, and away tie Wate 
went his Waiſtcoat too, ſo that he was naked, to his Mikipping « 
Shirt. A Fit of bitter cold Weather happen'd after this, ether, ur 
which almoſt ſtarv'd both the Bird and the Spendthrift. f that v 
Well, ſays the Fellow, ſeeing the Swallow periſhing with Wnpuden: 
Cold, what a wretched Sot art thou, thus to ruin both pon hin 
thyſelf and me! | And fo h 
1 3 MoR AL. | : 
Irregular Accidents and Inſtances are not to be drawn into fle great 
Precedent. . but he 
REFLECTION. to babe 
From this. Fable ariſes the Proverb, One Swallow males 
not a Sumner, which intimates that there muft be no draw- Here 
ing of general Rules from particular Exceptions. The icht pla 
young Fellow's being ſo ready to blame the Swallow The forr 
rather than himſelf, ſhews the Folly of Mankind, who are What he ir 
always for throwing off the Cauſe of their Miſtakes Wlver, E 
from themſelves : A Folly, to ſay the Truth, deriv'd from oed his 
the firt Man: The Woman that thou gaweſt me, ſaid ind the 
Adam, tempted me, and I did eat What a wretched Sot 2 13 
ut all tl 


art thou, ſaid the young Man, thus to miſlead me! not, 
8 To i OB es . s da 
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, 7, for ſuffering myſelf to be miſled by fo filly a 

t {WE rognoſtick, as he ought to have ſaid; In ſhort, every 

Wan ſtands or falls to his own Reaſon ; and it is no Ex- 
cue to ſay, that T was miſled by Example or ConjeQure, 

** 

U- Wetter —— | : | 7 
/ Wi as. 100. MERCURY and a CARPENTER. 

: A Carpenter dropt his Ax into a River, and put up 

1 a Prayer to Mercury, the God of Artizans, to 

help him to it again. Mercury div'd for it, and brought 

thim up a golden one; but that was not it, the Fellow 

aid: And ſo he plung'd a ſecond time, and fetch'd up 

mother of Silver: He ſaid that was not it neither. He 
ry'd once again, and then up comes an Ax with a wooden 

Handle, which the Carpenter ſaid, was the very Tool 

that he had Joſt, Well, ſays Mercury, thou art ſo juſt a 
poor Wretch, that I'll give the all three now for thy 
Honeſty. The Rumour of this Story being ſpread, it came 
into a Knave's Head to try the ſame Experiment: And 


"us 
rt, 
p- 
are 
tis 


pon {Wo away goes he, and down he fits, ſniveling and yelping 
me, Nupon the Bank of a River, that he had dropt his Ax into 
way the Water there! Mercury heard his Lamentation, and 
his Nlipping ance again for his Ax, as he had done for the 
his, Mother, up he brings him a golden Ax, and aſks the Fellow 
rift, f that were it: Yes, yes, ſays he, this is it. O thou 
with mpudent Sot, cries Mercury, to think of putting Tricks 
both Nipon him that ſees through the very Heart of thee |— 


And ſo he ſent him away without any, _ | 
MOR AL. 


but he wwill take his cn Time, and his oven Manner, either 
to reward or puniſh, | 


nakes | 5, RgBFLECTION. | 
raw. Here are two Men at their Prayers; the one a down- 
The {Wight plain Dealer, and the other a deſigning Hypocrite: 
low he former has a Reverence in his Heart for the Power 
o are that he invokes ; he is not to be corrupted with Gold or 
takes Pilver. He ſtands in Awe of his Conſcience, and makes 
from {good his Profeſſion with his Practice; receiving ia the 


End the Bleſſing of a Reward for his Inte rity. The 
aner worſhips with his Eyes, his Hands, and his Voice; 
not, tut all this is only to cover the Cheat of a rotten Heart. 


When I had the Means before me of informing myſelf. 
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The preat Scarcher of our Hearts is not to be impoſed upon 3 | 
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le acknowledges a Divine Power, but at the ſame tine 
he makes a Mock of it, and provokes it. He fangs 
convinced that God knows all the Secrets of his Heart. 
and yet tells him a Lie to his Face. But can ſuch 2 
one expect to ſucceed in his 1mpious Attempt to im- 


f I cann 
an but 
han four 
I knew 


and the 1 


poſe on the Almighty ! No, ſurely ! and he ought o erous 
thank himſelf, if, inſtead of obtaining new Benefits, he Mace, a 
be deprived, as the wicked Carpenter was, of thoſe he s UP 
kad Þefore-” © e . wok. » 
IX ET ENES | T3 . o that it 
ü FAB. 101. 4 Fox and GRAPES. ur Affect 
A Liquoriſh Fox ſtood gaping under a Vine, and Ache 
A rover | his Lips at a delicious Cluſter of Grapes al Tri 
ie had ſpy'd out there; he fetch'd a hundred Leaps at che Mo 
it, till at laſt, when he found there was no Good to be“ did tl 
| done, Hang em, ſays he, they are as ſour as Crabs; as the 
ndnd fo away he went. 5 0 oy 
TER LYS - . 12 oth Way 
A FAB. 102. 4 WoL and a LION. night cer 
S a Wolf and a Lion were abroad upon an Adventure I. for o. 
together; Hark, ſays the Wolf, don't you hear zodies an 
the Bleating of Sheep? My Life for yours, Sir, I'll go F 
fetch you a Purchaſe. Away he goes, and follows his Ear, 
till he came juſt under the Sheepfold ; but it was ſo well Log 
|  fortify'd, and the Dogs aſleep ſo near it, that back he bat t 
comes ſneaking to the Lion again, and tells him, There 1 
are Sheep yonder, it is true; but they are as lean as 5 Rec 
Carrion, and we had e'en as good let them alone till they _— tc 
have more Fleſh on their Backs. . —— 
5 Mok AlL of the Two Fables. 8 
A Man fhould never repine at the Want of Things that art 2 ja 
out of his Power to attain. N 1 se 
_-* REFLECTION.® - | b 

The Fox's Put-off in this Fable is a moſt inſtructive g, 2 1 
Point of Philoſophy towards the Government of our . ou] 
Lives, provided that his Fooling may be made our Ear- Dn * 0 
| neſt; as it would be much for our Honour and Quiet ſo er 5* 8. 
to be. No Man ſhall ever be miſerable, if he can but 11 5 

- Keep clear of the Snare of Hopes and Fears, and anti- "ge ” 
dote himſelf againſt the Flatteries. of the one, and the 4 0 EN 
Alarms of the okher. It is a high Point of Chriſtian, Mud a Fg 

as well as of Civil Prudence, for a Man to fay thus to. * 

2 


* 
* 1 
9 


himfelf beforehand of a Thing that he has a Mind to, 
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cannot get it, I ſhall be better without it: Or if he 
an but ſay after the Miſſing of it, It was better loſt 
han found. | 

knew a fine Lady once, ſays Sir Roger L'Eftrange, 
and ſhe was a Woman of Senſe, Quality, and a very 
benerous Mind. She lay under Mortifications in Abun- 
Jance, and yet was never obſerv'd to be peeviſh or 
ngry upon any Provocation whatſoever; and the Rea- 
bn ſhe gave for it was this, It will make me look old. 
zo that it is not ſo much the Want of Ability to maſter 
ur Affections, as the Want of Reſolution to go through 
"ith the Experiment, This is a Way to keep us firm 
n all Trials: It comes all to a Caſe now, upon the Force 
{ the Moral, whether we quit our vain Deſires, as the 
ox did the Grapes, becauſe he could not come at them ; 
ras the Wolf did the Sheep, becauſe he durſt not ven- 
ure upon them, There is a Virtue and a Bleſſing in it, 
oth Ways, in rs. the better of our Paſſions; which 
Fight certainly be done, if we had but half the Tender- 
: for our Minds and Conſciences, that we have for our 
bodies and our Fortunes, | 


nd 
pes 


near 5 8 
| go FAB. 103. A Box and a SNAKE: 
_ A Boy groping for Eels laid his Hand upon a Snake; 


but the Snake finding it was pure Simplicity, and 
ot Malice againft himſelf, admoniſh'd him of his Miſ- 
ke: Keep yourſelf. well while you are well, ſays the 
nake; for if you meddle with me, you'll repent your 
argaln, | | 

| MOR AL. 

is Wiſdom, as well as Fuſtice, to diſtinguiſh betauiæt 
Actions of Miſadventure and of Deſign. | 7. 

'REFLEOTION. | 

Every Thing has at leaſt two Handles to it, and beth 
arts ſhould be well examined, before a Man can make 


8 | 
24 ther a warrantable Judgment, or a prudent Choice. 
iet i he Boy's Miſtake here is no more than what we have 
n but Day before our Eyes in common Practice; and that 


uch the Snake ſays to the Boy, every Man's Reaſon 
s to himſelf, What is his taking a Snake for an Eel, 
it our taking Vice for Virtue? He did it unwarily ; 
dſo do we many Times too. He took the one for 
e other, becauſe they were ſo much alike, mr 

| I : 


= Esop's FaBLEs. 
firſt View he could not diſtinguiſh them. And are gy 


Virtue and Vice as like in ſeveral Inſtances as one e * * + 
1 to another? How ſhall a Man know at firſt Blu H. 
Hypocriſy from Piety; or true Charity from Oſten {: 
tation? Time and Examination may do much, but Mn with 
Boy was groping, and in the dark, and fo might ve e Fox b 
be miſtaken. The Snake told him of his Error, aud ether, 
Danger of it; but paſs'd it over, becauſe there was ne to 
III-will in it. This is the very Caſe of our Reaſon . Conte 
us ia all cur Miſdoings. It checks us for what is pat ere, til! 
_ and adviſes us for the future to have a Care of f:lie Mnelf d 
PEaranctes, 5 he, I 
v he had 
FAB, 104. 4 FOWLER anda PART RI DGE. WW 
. taken by a Fowler offered to decoy It as he 
many of her Companions into the Snare as Mn, and 
could, upon Condition that he would give her Quart 
No, ſays he, you ſhall die the rather for that very Rp, and 
fon, becauſe you would be fo baſe as to betray youll Bf 
Friends to ſave yourſelf. End of 
MORA LL, Way. 
Treachery is never to be approved, beau convenient ſa 
in ſome Caſes; for it undermines the very Foundation Wi This F.: 
Socicty. 8 | | | eat Foll: 
RBFARET-ION. © lat the 'T 
The Fowler's Refolution here, upon the Partridge's m the! 
poſal, was wiſe and generous. All manner of Treach natura 
is abominable in the Sight both God and Man, anpt for 
ſtands r prehended in this F able. The Partridge's l, and 
was a very unhappy one; for her Life was at Stake, Maſtant e 
me was induc'd by her Apprehenſions to make an ine Goal, 
mous Propoſal to fave it; but the Weakneſs all this wid Perſey, 
does not excuſe the Perfidy, though it may ſeem in ces in 
. meaſure to extenuate the Crime, by the poor Creatuize, and 
lying under an almoſt inſuperable Frailty, The Fowl4ed Inſtan 
however, juſtly made an Example of her for a Terror bility, k 
others. Now if a Treachery of this Quality be ſo uumbers a 
. pardonable, what ſhall we ſay to thoſe that ſell n Adv! 
Country, their Souls, and their Religion, for Money, Me Weake 
rate Divinity at fo much a pound? And then, to conſupite out o. 


mate the Wickedneſs, finiſh the Work with Malice! 
they began with Avarice. 


* 


Fas. 105. A HaRE and a TORTOISE. 


HAT a dull heavy Creature, ſays a Hare, is this 
ſame Tortoiſe ! And yet, ſays the Tortoiſe, P11 
t n with you for a Wager, It was done aud done, and 
e Fox by Conſent was to be the Judge. They ſtarted. 
me to the End of the Courſe, The Hare, to ſhew 
Contempt for his Competitor, ſkipt about here and 
ere, till he had tired himſelf, and then ſecurely laid 
e u meelf down about Midway, and took a Nap ; for, 


he had over-tired, ſo he over-ſlept himſelf, it ſcems; 
r when he came to wake, though he ſcudded away as 
t as he was able, the Tortoiſe got to the Poſt before 
m, and won the Wager. | 


vartel | Mora TL. 
Rep, and be doing, 7s an edifying Text ; for Action is the 


% B:/fne/s of Life, and there is no Thought of coming to the 


Way. 

ARELFLECTLION-: + Tus 
This Fable ſhews, on one hand, in the Hare the 
eat Folly of Preſumption. Who would have believ'd, 
at the Tortoiſe had any Chance for winning a Race 


fail 


tion 


e's n the Hare? But the fooliſh Hare, preſuming upon 
each natural Advantages, and having the utmoſt Con- 
an, Mnpt for his Adverſary, loft the Race by his Skipping, 
>'s il, and Over-ſecurity, On the other hand, in the 
ke, aWnſtant even Pace of the 'Toftoiſe, who got firſt to 
an inge Goal, is ſhewn the Benefit of Patience, Diligence, 
is wild Perſeverance ; which, maugre all Odds and Appear- 
in ces in every Competition, muſt certainly win the 
reatuWize, and inherit the Bleſſing. Hiſtory affords an hun- 
Fowlalfed Inſtances of Battles loſt againſt all manner of Pro- 
"error Wbility, by the Over-ſecurity of one Side, truſting to 
e fo uumbers and Situation, and through an undue Contempt 


211 en Adverſary ; while the Caution and Prudence of 


e Weaker have overcome the Stronger, and beat them 
le out of the Fiel. . 


Fan. 


ether, and the Tortoiſe kept jogging on ſtill till he 


ys he, I can fetch up the Tortoiſe when I pleate. But, 


End of our Journey in Time, if abe ſupinelv fleep by the- 
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84 Asor's FaBLss. 
FAB. 106. APPLES and Hoxs E-TuR ps. 


T TPON a very great Fall of Rain, the Current 

carry'd away a huge Heap of Apples, together 
with a Dunghill that lay in the Water-courſe. The 
floated a good while together like Brethren and Con. 
panions ; and as they went thus dancing down in the 
Stream, the Horſe-Turds would be every Foot crying 
out, Alack-a-day ! how we Apples frwim ! 

MoRa L. 

The moſt worthleſs Fellows are oftentimes the waineſ}, an 
attribute to themſelves the Glory of every thing, th:up 
they contribute nothing to any good Pur piſe. 
5 E F I. EC TIO N. 


Come, ſays the Blackberry, to the Peach and the 
Apple, who where contending for the Preference, WE ar 


all Friends, let us have no jangling among Ouxs ETV 


So ſays the Fly on the Chariot-Wheel, Vat a Duft hi 


raiſe! So ſaid Lamb the Corn-Cutter to Dr. Mad and 
Dr. Hellings, WE Phyſicians ! Every inſignificant Wrets 
puts a Value upon himſelf, and the more worthleſ 
generally the more vain. But what 1s the End of hi 
Vanity and Conceit? He only makes himſelf ridiculo 
to the reſt of the World, who, but for his Preſumptin 
might paſs by with Pig, what now they treat with Ch 
tempt ; for ſuch a one is as much beneath the 7ndignzt 
of a wife Man, as the inſolent Braying of the Aſs . 
below the Notice of the Lion. 


FA B. 107, A MOL E and her Dan. 


: OTHER, ſays a Mole to her Dam, Here“ 
M ftrange Smell, m:thinks. And then ſhe was at! 
again, Ther.'s a Mulberry Tree, I perceive. And ſo a tht 
Time, What a Clattering of Hammers do I hear ! Daug 
ter, ſays the old one, you have now quite betray'd you 
ſelf; for I thought you had wanted only one Senſe, an 
J find you want three; for you can neither hear, 1. 
ſmell, any more than you can ſee. 
MoRaL. 


Men labour under many Iinperfections, that nobody wii 


take notice of, if they did not betray themſelves. 
5 REFLECTION... 
The Imperfe&ions of Boaſters, and ignorant 
genders to Science or Knowledge, would not be hall 
3: | ; mu 
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much taken Notice of, if their own Vanity, and their 


ent being over-ſolicitous to conceal, their Infirmities, did 
der not make Proclamation of them; for by attempting 
hey w cover their Defects or Ignorance, without being 


called upon to do fo, they the more effectually expoſe 
the themſelves, | | : 
2 Fas. 108. BEES and PARTRIDGES. 

Flight of Bees, and a Covey of Partridges, that 

were hard put to it for Water in a great Drought, 

went to a Farmer, and begged a Sup of him to quench 

their 'Thirſt, The Partridges offer'd in Return to dig 

his Vineyard for it, and the Bees with their Stings to 


n. 


eig 


de ecure him from Thieves. I have Oxen and Dogs, ſays 
E the Farmer, that do me theſe Offices already, without 
Lues tanding upon Terms. To them therefore I ſhall extend 
h Benevolence; and have no Occaſion for your Service, 

1d and | MOR AL. | 


reid Charity begins at Home's But the necefary Duc Het in one 


theft Place, does not diſcharge the Chriſtian Exerciſe of it in 
of h another. | 
cola | emen, 
tin Charity is a Humane, as well as a Chriſtian Virtue; 
ch Cut fill it is to be employed in the firſt Place upon thoſe 
galt mat have the faireſt Right to it: It is one Thing, I muſt 


\ ſs wieonfeſs, to condition for a good Office, and another to 
lo it gratis; ſo that the Huſbandman took the Propoſal by 


ie right Handle in that Reſpect; but his being provided 


4 „If Servants already to do his Work, was no Excuſe for 
8 ; Want of Charity to relieve his diſtreſſed Neighbour z 

5 ho ſpecially when, as in the Caſe of the Bees and the Par- 

Dach tidges here, they offer all the Returns in their Power, 

d you FAB. lo. MAN bit by a FI. EA. 

ic, Mg Fellow upon being bit by a Flea, call'd ont to 

ar, M Hercule for Help. The Flea gets away, and the 
Han 2 expoſtulates: Well, Hercules, ſays he, 

„ „%% ethat would not take my Part againſt a ſorry Flea, 

) © Will never ſtand by me in a Time of Need, againſt a 
yore 8 Enemy. Little deſerveſt thou any Aſſiſt- 

n pee from me, ſays the Gox,, in thy greater Affairs, that 

re” wk invoke my Aid on fo trifling an Occaſion, 

mu | 


1 1 Mok AL. 


—_ ZEsor's FABLES. 
2 | | §²¹ | 
We ought not to put up our Petitions to Heaven for every 
» Trifle that awe may think wwe want, or to be relieved fron 
any petty Lexation; much leſs ought ave to,take Pet, if wp 
impertinent Prayers are not immediately anſwered. 
EY REFLECTION. | 
It is an ill Habit to ſquander away our Wiſhes and 
our Prayers upon paltry Fooleries, when the great Con- 
cerns of Life and Death, Heaven and Hell, lie all at 
Stake. Who but a Madman, that has ſo many neceſſary 
and capital Duties of Chriſtianity to think of, would 
ever haye made a Deliverance from a Flea biting a Part 
of his Litany ? It makes our Devotions ridiculous, to be 
{o unfeeling on the one Side, and ſo over-ſenſible and 
ſolicitous on the other. 


Fas. 110. A MAN, and Two Wives. 


A More than middle-ag'd Man, who was half grey. 
X headed, took a Fancy to marry Two Wives, one 
in Years equal to his own, the other much younger, 
They took mighty Care of him to all Manner of Purpoſ, 
and ftill, as they were combing the good Man's Head, 
the matronly Wife pluck'd out all the brown Hairs, and 
the younger the grey: So that they left the Man no bet: 
ter than a bald Buzzard betwixt them. | 
| MOR A. 
Jneguality of Tears in Matrimony is of all Things to l 
avoided, D 


5 REFLECTION. 
Nature, Decency, true Convenience, and every Branc 
of human Felicity, plead ſtrongly againſt gay Youth be 
ing yok'd with declining Age in Marriage. The Ini, 
mities to which the one is ſubject, and the Inconfide 
ation which poſſeſſes the other, make it the impoſiidl 
there ſhould be any telerable Eaſe or Comfort between 
them, much leſs Happineſs. Sordid Intereſt, it 1s true 
and vile Dependence may make ſometimes the youth! 
Yoke-fellow put on an Appearance of Regard for t| 
older; but Affection muſt needs be wanting, and i 
Hope of being releaſed by Death from the unequi 
Engagement, muſt be all that makes the Caſe bearab 
on one Side; and muſt not this be a very comfortab 
Reflection on the other! How much to blame hey a 
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thoſe Parents, who for ſordid Motives oblige their Chil- 


dren to couple ſo unequally! And what a baſe and to 


be ſuſpected Mind, even as to common Honeſty, muſt 
thoſe young Perſons have of either Sex, who not. bein 
obliſhed by Neceſlity, for filthy Lucre or worldly Gran- 


deur-ſake, voluntarily chooſe to ſubject themſelves to a 


State, with a Perſon they vow to love and honour, and 
yet think they can never be happy with, and of con- 


ſequence continually wiſh dead! It is one Degree of 


Prudence in ſuch a Caſe, and the only one that the older 
Perſon can ſhew, after fo unequal a Match, to expect and 
be prepared for the worſt that can happen: If a Woman, 
to be lighted and defpiſed ; if a Man, to be—what wants 
no Explanation. 5 
FAB. 111, FRO GS wanting Water. 
PON the Drying of a Lake, two Frogs, upon a 
Search for Water elſewhere, diſcover'd a very deep 
Well. Come, ſays one to the other, let us e'en go down 
ere, without looking any farther. You ſay well, ſays 
her Companion ; but if the Water ſhould fail us here too, 


bow ſhall we get out again? 


Mon. 


is gocd to look before we leap, as the Proverb /oys ; for 


Bay Reſolutions are ſeldom fortunate, and it is a Piece 
/ necefſary Prudence for a Man, before he reſolves upon 
any Thing, to confider what may be the Conſequences 


of it, 
5 5 REFLECTION... Eo 
When a Man wants any Thing; let him look for it in 
Time, and confider well before-hand what Occafion he 
as for it, and upon what Terms it is to be had; for 
there may be ſuch Conditions that a Man would not 
comply with, even for the ſaving or redeeming of his 


Life, There are other Caſes where a Man muſt part 


with more for the getting of a Thing than it is worth, 


dome again, where a Perſon runs the Riſque of an abſo- 


lite Ruin for the Gaining of a preſent Supply. Where- 
re it is but common Prudence to make a ſtrict Calcu- 
ation of the Profit or Loſs on both Sides before we re- 
blve, I want Money, but I will not make myfelf a 
dlave for it. I want a Friend at Court, but I will not 


drfeit the Character of a Man of Honour, or the Con- 
1 „F | ſcience 
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F gg Es op's FABLES. 
cience of a Chriſtian and an honeſt Man, to purchase 


ſuch a Friend. I am in Priſon, but I will not play the FAB 
Knave to fet myſelf at Liberty. Theſe are all neceſſary A* 
Deliberations upon the Matter here in Queſtion. Let us ] 
ſee how we ſhall get aut again ſays the Frog before ye ready 
. £0 zz. | | ble's 1 
FAB. 85. 4 Doc, a Cock, and @ Fox. bs 
A Dog and a Cock took a Journey together. The Merch 
Dog kennel'd in the Body of a hollow Tree, and Miſcar 
the Cock reoſted at Night upon the Boughs. The fear of 
Cock crow'd about Midnight (at his uſual Hour); which WM Cloath 
brought a Tex, that was abroad upon the Hunt, imme. again: 
diately to the Tree; and there he ſtood licking of his Sea: ſide 
Lips at the Cock, and wheedling him to get him down, 
He proteſteck he never heard ſo angelical a Voice ſince WM 7/- 2 
he was born; and what would not he do now, to hug by a 
the Creature that had given him ſo admirable a Sere- | 
nade! Pray, ſays the Cock, ſpeak to the Porter below It is 
to open the Poor, and I'll come down to you : The For, traction 
little qreaming of the Dog fo near, did as he was turers h 
directed, and the Dog preſently and ſeized worry'd ME upon th 
him. happy a 
e to us, e 
ben a Man has to do with an Adverſary who i t übly bet 
crafty. or too ſirong for him, it is Night to turn. him of the Mer 
His. Match. | Welt and 
1 | REFLECTION. | and thoy 
Expereince makes many a wiſe Man of a Fool, andf reg 
Security makes many a Fool of a wiſe Man. We have, if it 
an Inſtance of the former in the Cock's over-reaching _ 
the Fox; and of the other in the Fox's ſupine Cont: 
dence, that made him ſo intent upon his Prey, as % Poor 


neglect his Safety; and to fall himſelf into the Pit that he 

had digged for another. It is much the ſame Caſe in thi 
World, when Providence is pleaſed to confound the Pre 
ſumptuous, the Falſe, the Mighty, and the Bloodthriſty 
by Judgments of Lice and Frogs; that is to ſay, by the 
moſt deſpicable of Inſtruments; and that frequently at 
Criſis of Time, when they think themſelves ſure of thi 
Succeſs of their miſchievous Projects. 


FAB. 113. A BAT, BRAMBLE, and CORMORANT. 
Bat, a Bramble, and a Cormorant, enter'd into 
Partnerſhip together. The Bat's Adventure was 
ready Money, which he took up at Intereſt ; the Bram- 
ble's was in Cloaths ; and the Cormorant's in Braſs.- 
They put to Sea, and it fell out, that the Ship and: 
Goods were both loſt by Streſs of Weather: But the three 
'e WW Merchants got ſafe to Land. Since the Time of this- 
nd Miſcarriage, the Bat never ſtirs abroad till Night, for 
"he fear of his Creditors. The Bramble lays hold of all the- 
ich Cloaths he can come at in hope to light upon his owns 
me- WW again : And the Cormorant is ſtill ſauntering by the 
his WY Sea-ſide, to ſee if he can find any of his Braſs caſt up. 
WII, Ep M OR AL. 
ince WA The Impreſſion of any notable Misfortune will commonly ſtick” 
hug by a Man as long as he lives. ; 


Jere- REFLECTION, | 3 
elow It is with almoſt all People in Caſes of Fright or Diſ- 
Fox, traction of Mind, as it was with our Merchent-Adven-- 
was Wi turers here. We are not to ſet our Hearts too ſtrongly 
ry" won the Things of this World; and the only Way to be 
happy and quiet, is to make all Contingencies indifferent” 
to us, eſpecially thoſe which we know may very poſ-- 
7s tro WMlibly befal us, at the Time we undertake any Affair. As 
off tote Merchant who ventures by Sea knows that a em- 
Whelt and a Shipwreck are too often the Lot of ſuch, 
and though he hopes it will not be his Cafe, yet be ought 
1, ande reſign himſelf to Providence, and be prepar'd'to bear 
e have, if it ſhould. . 
_ FAB. 114. 4 LAK R and a FOWLER. - 
as te Poor Lark taken by a Bird-catcher, who was juit 
that he about to put her to Death, lamented heartily that 
„In ths ſhould be ſacrificed for fo ſmall a Fault as having: 
he re ken one pitiful Grain of Corn when . ſhe was hungry. 
chriſty, Tit for Tat, ſays he, you have taken Corn to 
by ey your Hunger, and I have ſeiz'd upon you te- 
tly at Wipealſe mine. | 1 | 
> oft 6 BIN Mox A. 3 
| Paſſion, Appetite, and Parttality, govern the World. 
REFLECTION. 
It is too much the Practice of Mankind to cozen and! 
F , kad one another for their. ownGatereſt;. The little 
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90 ESO ps FABLES. 
Value of the Thing was but a poor Excuſe for the bad 
Principle demonſtrated in taking what was another's. 
But yet the Deſign of the Fowler ſtill leſs admitted of | 
an Excuſe ; for he laid the Bait in the Way of the Lark, Blind 
on purpoſe to decoy and enſnare her. Temptation often 


A 


makes the Thief, and to throw a Bait in the Way, and 3 
afterwards rigorouſly to exact the Penalty, to the Ruin witch 
of the Inſnar d, and for the Inſnarer's own particular where 
Advantage, who poſſibly may be intitl2d to a Reward Wl and n 
thereby, is a Baſeneſs which ſhews ſuch a Man capable of on the 
any thing where his Intereſt is concerned. | 
FAB. 115, I MIS E R Burying his Gold. | We ar 
Covetous Wretch turn'd his Effects into Gold; wo 
M melted that down, and bury'd it in the Ground, Ol 
and never fail'd viſiting of it every Morning. This being We 


obſerv'd, his Hoard one Night was carry*d off; which 
he finding out next Morning, was almoſt. diſtracted. 1 07 
Wnat's all this Rage for ? ſays one of his Neighbours; SIDES 
v/iitle you were reſolv'd not to / your Gold, you could 


] 47 SORE Px 8 for th 
not be faid to habe it. It is but laying a Stone where F the 
1 C Fs blind 8 
you laid your Money, and fanſying that Stone to be 1 6 


your Preaſure, and there's your Gold again. 


a fore to 
Mor 


that he 


. have de 
attend the Pifffion, without the Uſe of it. tion itſ 


REFLECTION. | In ſhort 

Ve are never the better for the Poſſeſhon of any Thing, "IEP ; 
Þarely for the Propriety-ſake; but it is the / and Appl. wok : 
cation of it towards the Conveniencies of Life, and the | We 
Comforts of Human Society, that gives every Thing itz l 
Value. The Bleſſings of Providence, which are com- AS 
mon and diffufive, ought not to lie idle; and whoever 8 
buries his Talent, either of Underſtanding, or of For expiring 
tune, breaks a ſacred Truſt, and cozens thoſe who ſtand that I ar 
in need of it. But we have a. ſort of ſordid Wretche and to f 
among us, who had rather caſt their Silver and Gol 
into the Mine from whence it was taken, or leave it WM Out of 
the Mercy of Thieves and common Hazards, than tha. Mary 
any Man living ſhould be the better for it. greate 
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As or's FABLES. gf 
„ FAB. 116. A One Hyd 8 TAG... 
One-Ey'd Stag that was afraid of the Huntſmen at. 


ff Land kept a Watch that Way, and fed with his 
. Blind-fide toward an Arm of the Sea, where he thought 
en there was no Danger. In this Hope of Security, he was 
ad ſtruck with an Arrow from a Boat, and ſo ended his Days 
in with this Lamentation: Here am I deſtroy'd, ſays he, 
lar where I reckoned myſelf to be ſafe on the one Handi; 
ud and no Evil has befallen me, where I moſt dreaded it, 
of Wl on the other. But it is my Comfort that J intended the beſt. 
| | MORA L. | ; 
We are liable to many Accidcnts that no Care er Forejight 
| can prevent + But wwe are te provide however the beſt we 
Id, can againſt them,. and leave tne reſt to Providence. 
nd, R-E-F LECT ION; | = 
a We are many Times preſerv'd or defiroy'd by thoſe 
dien Accidents or Counſels that in all Probability ſhould have 


had quite contrary Effects. But yet it is our Part to 
urs i a& according to Reaſon, and commit ourſelves to Heaven 
for the reſt. The wiſeſt of Men have their Follies or 
blind Sides, and have their Enemies too, „ho watch to 
take Advantage of their Weakneſs It behoves us there- 
fore to look to ourſelves on the blind Side, as the Part 
that ies moſt, expos'd to an Attack. - Anil yet, when we 
have done our beſt to prevent Miſchief, the very Precau- 
tion itſelf ' ſerves many times to contribute to our Ruin. 
In ſhort, the Ways and Workings of Providence are un- 
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hing ſearchable, and it is not in the Power of human Prudence 
wi to obviate all the Accidents of human Life. N 
ng it FAB. 17. 4 S TAG and a LION. 
com- A cloſely purſu'd by the Huntſmen, fed for. 
hoever Safety into a. Lion's Den; and as he was juſt 
For- expiring under the Paw of the Lion : Miſerable Creature, 
» ſtand that I am ! ſays he, to fly for Protection from one Enemy, 
retcheyſ and to fall into the Jaws of a worſe! . 
Gol, hf MOR AI. | 
ve it 2 Out of the Frying-pan into the Eire, /ays. ibe Prowers, 
in tha. Many Men to avoid one Danger, have run into a, 


greater. | 
Fe „ RR FUN N. 
The Stag's Fate was very hard; he was purſu'd by 
Danger which he beheld inevitable and immediate. 
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92 ESO FASIES. 
He had, however, a Chance to ſave himſelf in the Re. 
fuge he took; for though he had known it was the Den 
of a Lion he was running inte, the Lion might have 
been abſent, or, if preſent, might have fallen upon his 
Purſuers as well as him: But it has been the Caſe of 
many Men. to fly for. Refuge, in their Diſtreſs, to ſuch 
as they have found to be Oppreſſors and Murderers, in. 
ſtead of Patrons and Protectors, and that even to the 
Breach. of the Ties of Gratitude,. as well as Humanity, 
Pompey the Great had ſuch. a hard Fate when he fled 
from the victorious and generous Cæſar, and met hi 
Death from the baſe and cowardly. Egyptians, to whom 
he apply'd for Refuge: And it would have been far 
more happy and more glorious for him, to have fallen 
in the Battle which he loſt. 
Fas. 118. 4 GoarT and a VINE. 
A Goat, hard preſs'd by. the Huntſmen, took Sanc- 
tuary in a Vieren. and there lay cloſe, under 
the Covert of a Vine. So ſoon as he thought the Danger 
over, he fell to browzing upon the Leaves; and broke 
down by this means the very Branches that conceal'd his 
Horns. This diſcover'd him to one who happen' d to be 
the hindermoſt in the Chace; he call'd back the others, 
and the Goat was kilPd with this Conviction upon him, 
that his Puniſtiment was juſt, for offering: Violence to 
His Protector. „ 


Mo AF. 


A ſpeedy and exemplary Vengeance often purſues thoſe whi 


repay Evil for Good, and feek the Ruiu of their Pro- 
tectors. | 
REELECTION; | 


This Fable expoſes the Baſeneſs of that worſt of Vices, 


Ingratitude. The Obligatzns of Hoſpitality and Pro- 


tection are ſo ſacred, that nothis ean abſolve us from 
He Goat's Puniſhment 
was the more exemplary, as it was infficted upon him in 


the Diſcharge of thoſe Duties. 


the very Act of has Baſeneſs. 
FAE. 119. An Ass, LION, and Cock. 


8 a Cock and an Aſs were feeding on one Ground 


. 


ogether; up comes a Lien open-mouth'd towards 
the Afs :; The Cock happen'd juſt chen to crow, as 5 
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Aſs, through Fears began to bray; and away ſcours the 
Lion, who is faid to be ſcar'd at the Crowing of a Cock. 
gen WE The AG bray'd on, vainly imagining it was that which 
ave vas fo terrible to the Lion; and had the Folly to purſue 
his bim: But fo ſoon as they were got out of the Hearing of 
of WW the Cock, the Lion turned ſhort upon him, and tore him. 
ach 0 Pieces. . by: 
in Mo rA. | | 

the Wi 1ony a bragęing Coxcomb has been ruin'd by. a Miftake of 
ay, Fear in an Adwver/ary, and a Fancy of Courage in himſeif.. * 
fled REFLECT 1 0 N, 

his; The Flight of the Lion muſt be imputed here to the 
om natural Averſion he has to the Crowing of a Cock. This 
tar Wis the Tradition; but it ſhall break no Squares whether 
len it be ſo or not: For the Philoſophy holds good in other 
Inſtances no leſs wonderful, whether it be true or falſe 
in this. How many inſuperable Diſagreements do we 
meet with, in the Buſineſs of Meats, Drinks, and Medi- 


1155 eines; in Plants, Minerals, and living Creatures Now- 
nger theſe Impulſes are no more to be control l'd, than the 
roke mar and unchangeable Powers and Laws of Nature: 
d his and theſe Inſtincts, after all, are no more to be reafon'd 


upon, than they are to be reſiſted; and therefore it is that 
ve call them occult Qualities ; which 1s all one with ſay- 
ing, that we do not underſtand how they work, or what 
they are. Now it is one Thing to ſubmit to an abſolute 
force, another Thing to fly, and yield to a natural Infir- 
nity. So that it is no Departure from the Dignity of a 
Lion to fly, when Nature drives him: Neither is it at 
all to the Aſs's Reputation to purſue, when Vanity, 
folly, and Raſhneſs, tranſport him. | 

The Aſs, we fee, lies under many Miſtakes here, and 
LE the more and the groſſer they are, the more ſuitable fill 
Pro- his Character. How many ſuch. Aſſes are there in the 

rg. W © * Hind | | | 

orld, who huf, look big, ftare, dreſs, cock, ſwagger,. 
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rom 2 . : . * 1 
f at the fame noiſy b luſtering Rate? And nothing is more 1 
1ment F 111 4 .. o ; F 
im in I miliar, than for a whiffling Fop, who has not ſo much hl 


5 one Grain of the Senſe or Soul of a. Man of Honour in 
um, to ape the Part of a Hero. But ſometimes ſuch a one 
k. Mivrokes a Lion by his ſtupid Temerity, and meets with 
ound e Chaſtiſement due to his braying Inſolence. 
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94 EEsoOr's FAB L Es. 
FAB. 120. AJ GARDENER and his Doc. 


| | Gardener's. Dog dropt into a Well, and his Maſe 

| letting himſelf down, reached forth his Hand tq 
help me out, 'The Cur, thinking it was only to duck 
him deeper, ſnapt him by the Fingers. The Maſt 
hereupon got up again, and left him as he found him. 
Nay, ſays he, I am well enough ſerv'd, to take fo much 


"Pains far the Saving of one that knows not how to take 
the Favour. : 


” MOR ar. | 
Obligations and Benefits are caſt away upon tavo Sorts o 
People; theſe that do not underſtand thim, and thoſe ih 
are not ſenſible of them. 

a REFLECTION. 
There is no faſtening an Obligation upon thoſe wh: 
know not when they are well uſed ; but who, ſuſpecting 
1333 a good Intention to ſerve them, reject wit 
nthankfulneſs the well- meant Kindneſs. 


FA B. 121. 4 8NAE E and a CRAB. 


HERE was a Familiarity contracted betwixt 
Snake a Crab. The Crab was a plain dea 
ing Creature, that adviſed his Companion to give or: 
ſhufling and doubling, and to practiſe good Faith. Th 
Snake went on in his old Way: So that the Crab brok 
Acquaintance with him; and ſoon after found him dead 
ſtretch'd out at his Length; and then looking upon hin 
ſaid, This had never befallen you, my old crooked 40 
quaintance, if you had but liv'd as ſtrait as you died. 
Mo R AE. 
| There is nothing more agreeable in Converſation, thai 
Fran open Way of Dealing, and a Simplicity of Manners. 
Wn. EFLECTION.. | 

Good Counſel is loſt upon an habitual Tl!-nature. Ti 
Fable is a Figure upon a Figure, in oppoſing the Stral 
neſs of the Body of the Snake after he was dead, to! 
Crookedneſs of his Manners when he was living. Butt 
Licence of Mythology will bear out the Hardneſs ot © 
_ Allufton, 
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KK or's FABLES. 95 
FAB. 122. A SHEPHERD and a YOUNG WOLFE. 
A Shepherd took a Wolf's ſacking Whelp, and train'd 
Hit up with his Dogs. The Whelp fed with them, 
few ap with them, and whenſoever they went out upon 
he Chace of a Wolf, the Whelp would be ſure to make 
ne. It fell out ſometimes that the Wolf eſcaped ; but 
this Domeſticl Wolf would be ſtill hunting on, after the 
hogs had given over the Chace, till he came up to his 
ue Brethren, where he took Part of the Prey with them, 
a then went back again to his Maſter, And when he 
ad come in for no Snacks with the Wolves, he would 
Wow-and-then make free, by-the-bye, with a ſtraggling 
Sheep out of the Flock. He carry'd on this Trade for a 
bile; but at laſt was caught in the Fact, and hang'd by 
is injur'd Maſter. 5 1. 

6 . 33 
en natur ally falſe and treacherous are no more to be re- 
claim d than Wolves. Benefits but augment their Power 
to do Miſchief, and they never fail to make Uyje of it to 
the Prejudice of their Benefafors. _ „ 
| REELECTION... F 
[ll Di poſitions may be diſſembled for a while, but 
ature is very hardly to be alter'd, either by Counſel or 
Education. It may do well enough for Curioſity, and 
zperiment, to try how far ill-natur'd Men, and other 
reatures, may be wrought upon by fair Uſage and good 
feeding; but the Inclination and Cruelty of the Dam 
Il hardly be ever out of the Whelp. Thruft back Nature 
wth a Pitchfork, ſays the Poet, and it will return. This 
ble is a true Portrait of an ungrateful and treacherous 
ind, which, according to the Proverb, Holds wwith the 
are, and runs with the Hound; which pretends greater 
leal than others, like the Wolf's Whelp in the Chace, 
the Detection and Purſuit of a common Enemy; but 
the ſame Time divides Spoils with him, and, rather 
lan want an Opportunity of deing Miſchief, will prey 
Rrately upon the Property he pretends to defend, Many | 
I Inſtances we might give in publick Life; and there 
we been too many ach alſo in private Life. The Pu- 
Wment ſo richly merited in the Fable is heartily to be 

85 whenever they happen, and it is Pity it ſhould be 
1 . TO BN e 
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96 Es or's FA BLE S. 
FAB. 123. 4 Lion, Fox, and a Wol r. 
| HE King of Beaſts being grown old and fickly, 
1 all the Subjects of the Foreſt, ſaving only the Fox 
went to pay their Duties to him. The Wolf took this 
Occaſion to do the Fox a good Office: I can aſſure your 
Majcſty, ſays he, it is nothing but Pride and Inſolence 
that keeps the Fox from ſhewing himſelf at Court. The 
Fox coming to know this, preſented himſelf before the 
Lion, and finding him extremely enrag*d, begs his Pa. q 
tience, and aſſured him that the Reaſon of his Abſence Mo. 
Was only owing to his being engaged in deep Study to find 6 
a Remedy for his Majeſty's Illneſs ; and that he had beet ® cr 
ſo happy as to hit upon an infallible one. What is it] A =; 
ſays the Lion, very eagerly. Why, ſays the Fox, it is the 457 
Skin of a flay d Wolf wrapped reeking warm round your be wh. 
Majeſty's Body; and my Life for it, it will prove an ab. T Wh. 
ſolute Cure. The Wolf finding the Lion hearken to the ar! 
Advice was ſneaking off; but the Fox was not wanting t 


fuß 
o ö 


FA 


drunk 
he mi 
knock 


aſſiſt the Royal Officers in Waiting to pull his Skin oel K 
his Ears; and whilſt jit was doing, ſneering, told poor // U * 
grim, that he was now a fit Warning-piece to all malic = - 
ous Backbiters, how they irritated a Prince againſt theit as 4 
abſent 0 2 Ie 
| . ORAL, ; 
Backbiters and Pickthanks are the Ba ſeſt of Men, and it can a 5 T 
not fail of giving Pleaſure to every one when they are Sg eg 
tected, and meet with their Deſerts. | Habitus 
REFLECTION. „ a 5% 
Nothing is more common in the World than the! 12 aj 
Wolfiſn Back-Friends, whether it be in Law, in Govera 7M Toke 
ment, or private Families, eſpecially in thoſe of tl mu 5 
Great. A Man who is declining in his Credit alread TRI: tl 
with his Principal, is the conſtant Subject of this ca emptib] 
lumnious Diſpoſition, And if any crafty Contrivance bs 2 1 
Artifices, or Stratagems, are at any Time to be excus' 3 
they are upon ſuch Occaſions as this, where the mal Alm 88 
cious Deſigns of a malevolent Backbitter are to be cout ghty, 
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Knſual Pl 


ter-work'd. But yet it were to be wiſh'd that none b 
Wolves and Foxes were to experience theſe counte 
mining Projects, and then when one Raſcal was t 
| hard for another, honeſt Men would have nothing to « 
but rejoice, whichſoever got the better. But the Mi 
fortune is, that it is generally the innocent Man 4 


Es Oor's FABLES. 9 


caucht in the Snare; and ruined by the Plots of wicked 
Wolves and Foxes in human Shape, 


C FAB. 124. 4 DRUNKARD and his Wire. 
i Woman who had the Mis fortune to have a fud- 
ut | 


dling Huſband, laid him once, when he was dead - 
drank, in a Charnel-Houſe. By the Time ſhe thought 
he might be come to himſelf again, away goes ſhe, and 
knocks at the Door. Who's there? ſays the Toper. 


nee 
he 
the 


Pa One, ſays the Woman with a hoarſe Voice, that brings 
nee Meat for the Dead. Friend, ſays he, bring me Drink 
ind rather: I wonder any body that knows me, ſhould bring 
bee me one without t'other. Nay then, ſays ſhe, in a Voice 
ii nuch better known to him, I ficd thou art quite irre- 
s tht claimable; Imuſte'engive thee up to thy own evil Deſtiny ; 
YOu for what thou loveſt will certainly ſhorten thy Days; all. 
n ab. fear is, thou wilt firſt beggar me and thy Family. 

o tat i | | 
ing 088 iveterate ill Habits become another Nature to us, and 
e eben they hawe got Poſſeſfion if us, aue may almoſi as 
or [| well be taken to — and new put together again, as 
aaa „ended. . 7 | 
 thell 


+ REFLECTION, 3 

The Intent of this Fable is to work a Reformation in 
us in Time, by ſhewing that evil Habits are very hard 
to be cured; for they take Root by Degrees, till they 
come in the End to be paſt both Remedy and Shame. 
Habitual Debauches make Exceſs of Drink as neceſſary 
to a Man as common Air, though it certainly cuts ſhort 
his Thread of Life, and brings on an early old Age; be- 


it can 
are it 


1 the! 


af c ides the Miſchiefs it does to a Man's Family and Af- 
wal fairs in the mean Time, and the Scandal it brings upon 
Nis A himſelf; for a Sot is one of the moſt odions and con- 


temptible Characters in Life, next to that of an Hypo- 
eite and ingrateful Man: Nay, he may be ſaid, in a 
rong Senſe, to be an ingrateful Man, and that to the 


Vance 
excus 


1 uy Almighty, who has given him reaſonable Faculties, 
De * ich he is continually abuſing, and to his Family, 
e which he is perpetually injuring, Yet there are thoſe 


that can never ſleep without their Load, nor enjoy one 


Wy gay Theught till they have laid all their Cares to Reſt 
pu. Mi mth a Bottle. It is much the ſame Thing with other 
5 1 Enſual Pleaſures, where Mens Bodies and Minds are 


caug 


R | given 


98 Esop's FABLES 
given up to delight in them. But the Extravagance is 
never ſo deſperate, as when the Underſtandings is taken 
up with the Study and Meditation of thoſe Pleaſures, 
which the Body is no longer in Condition to practiſe; 
and that's the moſt hopeleſs and incurable State of an 
evil Diſpoſition, when Drink upon Drink is made uſe of 
for a Remedy. : 
FAB. 125. ARAVEN and a SWAN. 


Raven fanſying to himſelf that the Swan's Beauty 
A proceeded principally from his often Waſhing and 
Diet, quitted his former Courſe of Life and Food, and 
betook himſelf to the Lakes and Rivers: But as the Wa. 

ter did him no Good at all for his Complex1on, {o the 
Experiment coſt him his Life, he being utterly unfitted 
to gather his Suſtenance from the Waters. | 
. Mo RAL. 
Natural Inclinations may be wrought upon by good Counſel 
and Diſcipline; but -there are certain ſpecifick Prop.r- 
ties and Impreſſions, that are never to be alter'd it 


acfac'd. 


| Ryu FL ECTION:. 
What®s bred in the Bone will newer gut of the Flifh: 
And there can be no Thought of altering the Qualities, 
the Colour, or the Condition of Life, that Providence 
has allotted us. $4 1 
It is Labour in vain, as the Proverb ſays, 10 attempt h 
a the Blackmoor white ; much more will it be a fruit. 
leſs and vain Taſk, to endeavour to mend any of the 
Works of Nature; for ſhe never did any Thing amiß. 
Mat Nature does, God does; whoſe Decrees are unchange 
able, and all his Works are Perfection in their Kind. It 
is a great Madneſs then to attempt any Alteration upon 
them. But next to the Force of natural Impreſions, e 
zay reckon that of Cuſtems and Habits, 
This Fable, ſtill more literally taken, may ſerve 5 * 
Caution to ſuch fantaſtick Perſons, as run into ſudde 
Changes of Diet, and alter at once their Manner e 
Iiving, in order to avoid ſome remote and perhaps fan 
ciful Diſtemper ; or as ſome Ladies, and finical Ladies 
Men, have done ere now, to try Practices upon them 
ſelves, in hopes to mend their Complexions or Shapes 
and, in ſhort, as we may ſay, to make themſelves , 
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ter than well. Such Perſons thus playing Tricks with, 
and trying Experiments upon, a tolerable Conſtitution, 
have often brought upon themſelves real and laſting III- 


» neſſes; to get rid of which, and be in Szatu quo, they 
ihe would be glad to compound for much worſe Shapes and 
c Complexions, and a much more indifferent State of Health, 

ot 
than what they wanted to mend, 

FA B. 126. 4 SwaLLow andaCrRow. | 
aty 1 diſputing with a Swallow for the Prize of 
and Beauty, . ſaid, Yours, at beſt, 15 only a Spring N 
and Beauty; mane laſts all the Year round. 


Va. MOR A L. 
the A aur abh Good is infinitely to be preferred to a tranſito! 4 
tted i 
| REFEECTALO-N,. 

What are the Pleaſures of Senſe, compared to thoſe af 
1 good Conſcience ? And what the Enjoyments of this 
fleeting Life to thoſe of Eternity? Satis factions Wa 
we attended with Satiety and Surfeits, and flatten in the 
rery Taſting, to Joys that ſhall endure for every freſh, 217 
always blooming ? Theſe are what a wiſe and good Nan 
will always prefer. But the greateſt Part of the . rl 
are ſo unhappily immers'd in ſenſual Delights, that thcy 
cannot look forward with Faith enough to influence cheir 
Practice; but, preferring the evaneſcent Nox to the per- 
manent Hereafier, ſeldom ſind their Miſtake, till it be- 


unſel 
oper. 
4 er 


7 ll, g 
itles, 
dence 


nt 10 

Feit comes too late to remedy it. A Death-bed Reflection 
„F the brings the true Object nearer to the Eye, and ſhews the 
amiß Folly of the paſt Preference; but when we ſay, it 1s a 
junge Death-bed Reflection, what a Horror muſt that impreſs 
ind. I pon a thoughtful Mind! 


upon 


FA. 127. A NIGHTINGAT. CandDis 
N, V 


n ſinging in a Cage at a Window at 
Midnight, a Bat aſk'd her why ſhe did not ſing 
n the Day, as well as in the Night? Why, ſays the 
Nightingale, J was catch'd ſinging in the Day, and fo I 


ve 4s 6 


ſudde 


aner 0 

- fan 20k it for a Warning: You ſhould have thought of this 
Ladies men, ſays the other, before you were taken: As the Caſe 
them lands now, you are in no Danger to be ſnapt ſinging 
Shapes wain ; for you cannot well be worſe than you are. 
ves be 
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Mox Al. 


Aſter-Mit is ſeldom goed, 7 be t 

LS REFLECTION. 4 De 
The Nightingale's Reaſon was a very indifferent one, 

and juſtly ſneered at by the Bat, as her Caſe was now Not 

1rremediable : But yet as to the Moral of this Fable in contra 


general, though a Man may have gone aſtray, and fallen 
into ſome great Error, it is not amiſs to call to Min“ 
where he went out of his Way, and to look back Step by 
Step into all his Miſcarnages and Miſtakes. The Glaſz 
of Life is behind us, and we muſt look into what is 2%, if 
we would take a View of what is to come. A Fault com- 
mitted, or a Misfortune incurred, cannot be recall'd, it is e. here 
true; but yet the meditating upon one falſe Step may ſays the 
help to prevent another. Wherefore it is good, upon the t lay 
Point of common Prudence, to be thoughtful, provided t Ex 
we be not more folicitous than the Thing is worth, and Keep it. 
that we make a right Uſe of thoſe Reflections; that is to mes 2 
ſay, an Uſe of Repentance, where we did morally amiſs; taken a 
an Uſe of rectifying our Judgments, where we did fool;ſh- linder, 

ly; and an Uſe of Caution in both Caſes, never to do the ey * 
{:me Thing over again. This is no more than what in ? undone 
Conſci nce, Equity, and Reaſon, we are bound to do. But vill neve 
we mult have a care all this while, not to run into falſe 


Conſequences for want of laying Things and Things to-!“ 4% 
gether, and to ſham Fallacics upon the World for current 2 2s ; 
Partne, 


Reaſon, as the Nightingale was taken ſinging in the Day 
when ſhe was at Liberty, And what is this to her Relo- another 
lution. of ſinging only in the Night, now ſhe is in the W 

Cage? But even this affords Room for this further Ober-.“ h: 
vation; That when ſome Men have brought themſelves courſe of 
into great Misfortunes, they will give any Reaſon rather ind 
than the right one, left it ſhould bring deſerved Blame and tan Offic 


unpitied Cenſure on themſelves, Vorld : 
| | 8 443 comp 
FAB. 128. RoasTRED Cocks. w he fanſ 


OME People were roaſting of Cockles, and the) atly fick 
hiſs'd in the Fire. Well, ſays one who ſtood read.) that x 

to devour his Share, theſe are very merry Creature, ce of ge 
fure, to ſing when their Houſes are on Fire over theif the Enc 
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To be able to make a Jeſt of the Misfortunes of others, ſhews. 


a very vile and abandon'd Nature, 
REFLECTION. | 
Nothing 1s more brutal and barbarous, nothing more 


contrary to Humanity and common Senſe, than the Hu- 


mour of inſulting over the Miſerable. 


1 


FAB. 129. Two TRAVELLERS and a MONEY BAG. 


WO Travellers being upon the Way together, one 
of them ſtoops, and takes up ſomething. Look. 
ye. here, ſays he, I have found a Bag of Money: No, 


fays the other; when two Friends are together, you muſt 
not ſay, I Have found it, but, We bade found it, | beg 


rour Excuſe for that, ſays the other; I found it, and Pl 
keep it. The Word was no ſooner out, but immediately 
comes a Hue and Cry after a Gang of Thieves who had 
taken a Purſe upon the Road. Alas! Brother, ſays the 
Oh Fie! ſays the 
other, you muſt not ſay, Ve ſpall be undone, but I Hall 


Finder, We ſhall be utterly undone. 


e undone ; for if I'm to have no Part in the Finding, L 
will never go Halves in the Hanging. 

| 8 0 R A. 
len are auilling enough to have Partners in Loſs, but 


Partnerſhips, muſt take the Good and the Bad, one with- 
another, | | 

REFLECTION. 
We have a thouſand Diſappointments in the ordinary 
Courſe of Life, to anſwer this in the Fable. Many a: 
Man finds this Purſe of Gold in a Miſtreſs, in a Bottle, 
an Office, and in all the other vain Satis factions of this 
World: And what is the End of it at laſt ? but when he 
as compaſs'd his Longing, gratify'd his Appetite, or, 
he fanſies, made his Fortune perhaps, he grows pre- 
ently ſiek of his Purchaſe ; his Conſcience is the Hue and 
) that purſues him, and what he reckon'd upon as a 
i * Luck at the Time, proves his Unhappineſs 
u the : | | | 3 
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F A B. 130. Two NzrGHBOUR- FROGS, 


HERE were two F drogs; one of which liv'd in 

a Pond, and the other in a ſhallow Ditch hard 
by, on the other Side of the Highway. The Pond-Frog 
1 finding the Water begin to fail upon the Road, wou'd 
1 fain have gotten the other over to her in the Pool, where 
} ſhe might have been ſafe ; but ſhe was uſed to the Place, 
& ſhe fail, and would not remove. And what was the End 
of it? Why, the Wheel of a Cart, when the Ditch was 
Juſt dry and hard at Bottom, drove over her a while after, 
and cruſh'd her to Pieces. | 
Men a bo. | 

Some People are fo liftleſs and flothful, that they will rath 
lie flill, and in a manner die in A Ditch, then flir on 
Foot to help themſelves out of it. 
REFLECTION. 

Cuſtom is another Nature; and what betwixt Obfti- 
nacy and Sloth, let it be never ſo ill and inconvenient, 
People are very loth to quit it. He that does nothing 
at all, acts worſe than he that, upon the Account of 
human Frailty, does amiſs ; for nothing can be more 
contrary to God himſelf, Who is a pure Act, than the 
Sleeping and Drowſing away our Life and Reaſon, which 
was given us for ſo many better Purpoſes. The Frog 
in the Highway is the lively Figure of ſuch a Man; 
for a Life of Sloth is not the Life of a reaſonable Crea 
ture. It is odious to God and Man, uſeleſs to the World, 
irkſome to itſelf, miſerable in all Eſtates, and utter. 
incapable either of taſting or enjoying any thing of Com 
fort. The Frog was uſed to the Place, ſhe ſaid; and r 
ther than ſtir to help herſelf, there ſhe lay, till her Gut 
were daſh'd out. 


FAB. 131. 4 BEE-MAS TER. 


Thief came into a Bee-Garden in the Abſence 0 

the Maſter, and robb'd the Hives. The Owne 
l it upon his Return, and ſtood pauſing how i 
mould come to paſs. The Bees in the Interim cam 
laden home out of the Fields from feeding, and, miſſi 
their Combs, they fell powdering down in Swarm 
upon their Maſter. Well, ſays he, you are a Compan 
of ſenſeleſs and ungrateful e to let a Strange 
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People often Miſtake their Friends for their Foes, and uſe them 


AF. 30r's FABLES. 


go away quietly, that has rifled you, and to bend all your 
Spite againſt your Maſter, who at this Inſtant 1s beating 
his Brains how he may repair your Loſs, and preſerve 


„ MOR A Ls. 


accordingly. 


The Miſtake of a Friend for an Enemy, or of an 
Enemy for a Friend, is one of the moſt pernicious Errors 
of a raſh Man's Life; for there Judgment, Good-nature, 
Generoſity, Juſtice, common Prudence, and all, are at 
fake, Nothing can be more diſobliging to a Friend on 
the one hand, or more ruinous to one's ſelf on the other. 
And yet, in publick Caſes as well as in private, nothin 
is more frequent than for People to take their Oppreſſors 
for their Protectors, and their Protectors for their Op- 
preſſors; as the Bees here ſpar'd the Thief, and fell foul 
upon their Keeper. | i 


Kingsfiſher built her Neſt in a hollow Bank by the 

River-ſide, that ſhe might be out of the Reach of 
the Fowlers; and while ſhe happen'd to be foraging abroad 
for her young ones, a raging Torrent waſhed away Neſt, 
Birds and all. Upon her Return, finding how *twas with 
her, ſhe broke out into this Exclamation : Unhappy 
Creature that I am ! to fly from the bare Apprehenkon of 


REFLECTION. 


FAB. 132. {4 KINGSFISHER. 


one Enemy, into the Mouth of another. 


Many People apprehend Danger where there is none, and 
fanſy themſelves to be out of Danger, where there is moſt 
of all. 


No State of Life is fo ſecure, as not to lie open to Dif- 
fculties and Dangers; and it is not poſſible for the Wit of 
Man to provide againſt all Contingencies. There is no 
Fence againſt Inundations, Earthquakes, Hurricanes, 
peſtilential V apours, and the like ; and therefore it is 
our Part and Duty to hope and endeavour the beſt, and 


MORAL. 


REFLECTION. 
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at the ſame time to provide for the worſt that can befa! 


s. That which cannot be helpt, muſt be borne, 
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204 ESsor's F4aBLEs, 
FAB. 133. FisHING in TROUBLED WaTERs, 
A Fiſherman had order'd his Net for a Draught 

and ſtill as he was gathering it up, he daſh'd the 
Water, to fright the Fiſh into the Bag. Some of the 
| Neighbourhood, looking on, told him he did ill tg 
muddle the Water ſo, and ſpoil their Drink. Well, 
ſays he, but I muſt either ſpoil your Drink, or hae 
nothing to eat myſelf. 
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I is an unhappy Dilemma to which a Man is driven, whiy 
his own neceſſary Subſeſtence compels him to offind 
another. | 

8 REFLECTION. 1 

How happy is the Man, whoſe Buſineſs as well a; 

Inclination makes him. a Benefit to the Publick ! and 

who, at the ſame time that he is ſerving himſelf and 

Family, is diſpenſing the Means of a comfortable Sub- 


ſiſtence to all with whom he has any Dealings! Such 2 tl 
one is a Bleſſing to a Commonwealth, and has abundant ie went 

Reaſon to thank Providence for ſo happy a Lot. heapen' 

FA B. 134. In Ar ER and a Dol Y HIN. Fin the. 

AN Ape happened to be aboard a Veſſel, which was 8 

caſt away in a very great Storm. As the Men bh 1 1 

were paddling for their Lives, and the Ape for Com- W"* © 1 

any, a Dolphin taking him for a Man, got him upon 0% 10 

1s Back, and was making towards Land with him. vn. RN 
Being got with him into a ſafe Road call'd the Pyro, i "= 

„ he aſk'd the Ape, If he was an Athenian ? He told due Statu 

him, Yes, and of a very ancient Family there. Why 2 ; 


then, ſays the Dolphin, you know Pyræus. Oh! excecd- 
ingly well, ſays the other, taking it for the Name 0! 


2 Man: Why, Pyreus is my particular | you Friend. f ani 
The Dolphin, upon this, had ſuch an Indignation for 775 
the Impudence of the Buffoon-Ape, that he ſlipt from . 

between his Legs, and there was an End of the pretended 5 * 
Athenian. | 2 
Rd „„ 1 OM 3 n 
Contempt, Hazard, and Infamy,. are generally the deſerwed koplauſe 


Lot of a detected Impoſtor. 

. REFLECTION. | 

This is the Humour of a great many travelling Men, 

Who will be talking of. Places they never ſaw, go a 
e | 'eri0n 


* 
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perſons they never heard of. Neither Men, Books, or 


. f | | : 
sciences come amils to them: And after all this extra- 


", agant Buſtle, a gay Coat and a Grimace is the Upſhot of 
we hat they can pretend to. Theſe Phantoms, however, 
a hre ſometimes taken for Men, and borne up by the well- 
0 Whcaning ignorant common People, as the Ape was here 

1, u the Dolphin, till in the Concluſion their Supporters 
ale ire them the Slip, and down they drop and vaniſh. 
How many of theſt empty chattering Fops have we daily 

„ Net upon us for Men of Senſe and Buſineſs; that, with 
e W:/zafs Prime Miniſter, ſhall ſpend ye eight-and-forty 
Jend Hours together poring over a Map, to look for Ariſto- 


racy and Democracy, inſtead of Croatia and Dalmatia, 
and take for the Name of a Country a Form of Go- 
yernment ! 


FaB. 135. MERCURY and a STATVUARY. 


Ercury, 1n order to knov/ what Credit he had in 
the World, put on the Shape of a Man, and away 
he went to the Houſe of a famous Statuary, where he 
heapen'd a Jupiter, and then a Juno. The Carver told 
him the reſpective Prices, which were eaſy enough: He 
hen ſeeing a Mercurv with all his Symbols, Here am J, 
[ag he to Fimlelf, in the Quality of Fupzter's Meſſenger, 
and the Patron of Artizans, with all my Trade about 
me: And now will this Fellow aſk me fifteen Times as 
much for this, as he did for others; and fo he put it 
o him, what he valued that Piece at: Why, truly, ſays 


Ws, | 3 4 

told de Statuary, you ſeem to be a civil Gentleman; give me 
by et my Price for the other two, and you ſhall have that 
ed. Into the Bargain. e 

e of | Mon Al, RF 8 

end. L Vanity of thoſe Men ſeldom fails of a Rebuff,, who lay 
"For dnares to come at other Peoples Opinion of them. 

from J RCTINKG 
nded All vain Men, who affect Popularity, are apt to fanſy, 


tat other People have the ſame Opinion of them that 
ney have of themſelves; but nothing goes nearer the 
Heart of them, than to meet with Contempt inſtead of 
*pplauſe, Eſteem, and Reputation. 


F A B« 
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FA B. 136. 4 HouNnD and & MAs TIF. = 
| No M: 


Man had two Dogs; one for the Chace, the ot... th, 
A to look to the Houſe; and whatever the Hou tin h. 
took Abroad, the Houſe-dog had his Part of it at Hom reed; 
The other grumbled at it, that when he took all the PainW.n.1:0v 
the Maſtiff ſhould reap the Fruit of his Labours. Mi mav 
but, ſays the Houſe-dog, you ought to conſider, that during“ 
while you are purveying abroad for our Maſter's Pleo ſecu 
ſure, and your own Profit as well as mine, I protec I his wi 
Houſe for the Good of all. WETY 

MORA L. | 
Different Perſons in a Commonavealth, as alſo in a pred F. 
Family, have different Employments; and though ſome may A Mar 
be more laborious than others, yet they are all equal M. 
uſeful in a wiſe Oeconomy, as aucli 10 the Principal, as hamber 
one another, | imſelf fc 
. REFLECTION. f is Parts 
This Fable will ſerve for a political Reading to Princes Wery ill, 
and Governors, as well as to Maſters of private Fniifs'd hin 
lies, upon the reciprocal Uſe, Benefit, and Necebity of 
Induſtry and Protection betwixt Rulers and Subjects, are 
the Preſervation of a Commonwealth; as alſo betwiß „ere 7. 
one Degree of Servants and another, for the general Be Hes. 
nefit of all. The one ſupplies us with what we want, ani 25 
the other ſupports us in the Defence of what we ge There 
and neither would ſignify any Thing to us without tulchools, 
other. | Many a | 
F A B. 137. A Wo F and a K Ip. wy 
Wolf purſued a ſtraggling Kid, which, finding 1Wrc helps 
| Way to eſcape, turned and ſaid, I perceive 1 21WMl.fayou; 
to be eaten, and 1 would die as pleaſantly. as I cou!0MWarſhnef: 
Wherefore pray give me one Song before I die. "Meſs of t! 
Wolf began to how! by the way of Singing, and th Valk upo 
Noiſe brought the Dogs in upon him. Well, ſays Urce; the 
Wolf, this it is when People will be meddling out of th: Wro/:/4 B 
Profeſſion. My Buſineſs was to play the Butcher, aWreigh an, 
nat to ape Farinelli. Dy Und 
2 5 FF 3 Oortune i 


Let every one flick to his own Part, and act within þ 
oaun proper Sphere. 


; REFILL 


 F$So0r's FaBLEs. 107 
7b -£---: He CNET 
| No Man ought to preſume too much upon his own 
the trength, either of Body or of Mind; but conſider 
ound [ithin himſelf that Heaven takes Part with the Op- 
on reed; and that Tyrants themſelves are upon their 
an chaviour to a ſuperior Power. An innocent helpleſ; 
BY may happen to be too hard for a rapacious de- 
that during Wolf; and a bad Man, when he thinks himſelf 
Pico ſecure, may happen to be moſt in Danger; and d 
N his wicked Machinations againſt others turn'd upon 
imſelf. | 


FAB. 138. 4 conceited MUSICIAN, 
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gen 
ie 1 Man who had a very coarſe Voice, ut an excellent 
all Mufick-room, would be full practiſing in that 
_ a; Chamber, for the Advantage of the Echo. He admir'd 
imſelf ſo much upon it, that he muſt needs be ſhewing 
is Parts upon a publick Th atre, where he performed ſo 
inceoWery ill, that the Auditory threw Stones at him, and 
Fm i'd him off the Stage. | OED 
Jity 6 Mo RAIL. 
ts, i len are apt to be partial in their own Fawour; but 
etwuß there 75 no true reading of ourſelves but with other Mens 
al Be Da. : e FORTY? 
t, and = ; REF LECT TON. | 
e gl There is a great Difference betwixt an Orator in the 
ut tiWchools, and a Man of Buſineſs upon a Stage of Action. 
Hany a Man who paſſes well enough in private, behaves 
imſelf moſt ridiculouſly in publick. There are flat- 
| ng Chambers as well as flattering Glaſſes ; and the 
ing Une helps out a bad Voice, as the other countenances an 
1 2W"-favour'd Face; that is to ſay, the one drowns the 
coulatarmneſs of the Pipe, as the other diſguiſes the Coarſe- 
Tüte of the Complexion. But Men muſt not think to 
nd th valk upon theſe Stilts, if they come to ſet up in publick 
1y's ce; the one, for an Italian Capon; the other, for an 
of the / Beauty: Wherefore it will become all People to 
r, aueigh and meaſure themſelves, before they venture upon 
ny Undertaking that may bring their Lives, Honour, or 
1 ſertune in Queſtion, „ ; 
hin l * 1 
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EF LEO ; 


3 Eso r's FABL Es. 


Fas. 139. THIEVES and a Cock, 


Band of Thieves broke into a Houſe once, and 

found nothing in it to carry away, but one poor 
Cock. The Cock ſaid as much for himſelf as a Cock 
could ſay; but inſiſted chiefly upon the Services of hi; 
calling People up to their Work, when it was Time to 
riſe. Sirrah (ſays one of the Thieves), you had better 
have let that Argument alone; for your waking the Fa. 
mily ſpoils our Trade; and we” are to be hang'd, for. 
ſooth, for your Bawling, are we? 8 

MOR A L. 
That which is a good Argument to an honeſt Man, is not þ 
„ 4.4 Piefe 


| REFLECTION. 
A Cuſtom-houſe Officer in the Power of Smuggler, 
or a Thief-catcher in the Hands of Robbers, would either 
of them make a very 11] Plea for himſelf, to ſet forth hoy 
uſeful he was by his Profeſſion to the honeſt Part of the 
World. It is well worthy of a ſober Man's Care not t. 
let any Thing fall that may be turn'd upon him out of 


© 


his own Mouth, 
FA B. 140. A CRow and a DOG. 


Crow on a Time ſacrificing to Minerva, ſays a Dop 
to him, In vain you pray to the Goddeſs ; for ſhi 
has ſuch an Averſion to you, that. you are particular 
excluded out of all Auguries. Ay, ſays the Crow, bu 
III ſacrifice the rather to her for that, to try if I cat 
make her my Friend, 

| MoRAL. 2D 
Men often take up Religion more for Fear, Reputation, at 
. Intereſt, than for true Affection. So the poor blinded In 
| dians are /atd to worſhip the Devil, that he may not hun 

them. 7 5 
RuFLECTION. 1 

This Pagan Fable will bear a ſtill more Chriſti 
Moral; for it may teach us, that we are not to tak 
pet or deſpond, under any Croſs or Calamity which ti 
Almighty is pleaſed to lay upon us. The Judgment 
of Heaven are juſt, and let them fall never ſo heav) 
they are yet leſs than we deſerve. Reſignation an 
Perſeverance are all that a Man has to truſt to wg 
1 ; xu 
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Ertremity. There is no Good to be done by ſtruggling 
or murmuring againſt them, nor any Way left us to 
make our Peace, but to try by Faith, Prayer, and a ne; 
Life, if we can make our offended Maſter once again our | 
Friend. So that, upon the Whole, Afflictions are but the 


Methods of a merciful: Providence, to force us upon the 
only Means of ſetting Matters right betwixt divine Juſtice 
=1 human Frailtx. | 
FAB. 141. 4 RAVEN and a SNAKE. 
AS a Snake lay lazying at his Length, in the Gleam 
N of the Sun, a Raven took him up, and flew away 
with him. The Snake kept twiſting and turning, till he. 
mortally bit the Raven; and then the unhappy Birxd 
blamed himſelf for being ſuch a Fool, as to meddle with VM 
a Purchaſe that coſt him his Life. |; 
„„ MESS Abo 5 
Nature has made all the Neceſſaries of Life ſafe and eaſy to 
us; but if we will be hankering after Things that aue 
neither avant nor underſtand; wwe muff: take our Fortune, 
let what will be the Events © I 

1 REFLECTION. . 
It is much the ſame Thing betwixt us and our ſen- 
nal Acquiſitions, that it is betwixt the Raven and the 
dnake.. Men of eager ee chop at what comes 
next, and the Purchaſe ſeldom fails of a Sting in the 
Tail of it. Nor is it to be expected that Paſſion with- 
out Reaſon ſhould ſucceed better. Our Senſes are ſnarp- 
et upon all fleſhly Pleaſures; and if they be but fair to 
the Eye, reliſhing to the Palate, harmonions to the Ear, 
gentle to the Touch, and fragrant to the Smell, it is all 
„look for, and all we care for. But in the End we 
ee frequently made ſenſible of our Miſtake, and that our 
D ennſderation ought to have gone deeper than mere out- 
ide Appearances. ; ö 
FAB. 142. A WOLF and a SHEEP. 
A Wolf bit by a Dog lay licking of his Wounds; and 
being extremely faint and ill upon it, call'd out to 
it thou wouldſt but help me to a Sup of Water 
wt of the ſame Brook there, I could make a ſhift to 
« myſelf ſomewhat to eat. Yes, ſays the Sheep, 1 
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140  - Mf$0PS:FABLEEL 
make no Doubt of it; for you intend to make him that von 
brings you Drink, find you Meat in the Bargain; and mg 
my ſlaughter'd Carcaſe will pay for all, 10 4 
19 7 To „ MTKR A Lat 5; kept 
| Ciwilities and good Offices to cruel and ingrateful Men are 

' dangerous. That Sheep has a fine Time of it, that runs 2 
Aà pon @a Wolfes Errand. an 


- REFLECTION. 


| - | | au, 
There is no Truſting to the fair Words and Appearances W 5 5 
of a falſe and malicious Enemy; for his very Kindneſſes | 
are no better than Snares. Treachery is equally odious By 
both to God and Man, and it has this bad Effect, that it © the 
corrupts our Manners, hardens our Hearts, diſſolves all they e 
the Bonds of Faith, Confidence, and Society, and extin- gener: 
guiſhes Good- nature itſelf: And all this we are forced ty Metan 
give into in our own Defence, when we have to do with When 
rapacious and treacherous Men. : the Di 
N 1 | Ee, Man tt 
FA B. 143. HaREs, Foxes, and EAGL OY 


"THE Hares were threatened with a bloody War 
by the Eagles, and would fain have drawn the Works 
Foxes into their Alliance; but very frankly they gave 


them this Anſwer, That they would ſerve them with all F 4 
their Hearts, if they did not perfectly underſtand both Co 
the Hares themſelves, and the Enemy they were to cope 7 
withal. great V 

5 Mon Al. = Ship, t 
There is no entering into any League, without well exanir- I Boat 07 
ing the Faith and Strength of the Parties to it. Float of 

7h REFLECTION. Refle&tic 


The Endof Leagues is common Aſſiſtance and Defence; ¶ fr a mi 
and he that joins Intereſt with thoſe that cannot help zothing 
him, ſtands as ſingle as he did before; which deſtroys 
the End of a common Union; for where there is no % 2, 
Hope of a reciprocal Aid, there can be no Reaſon for 2 
the mutual Obligation; and it is the ſame Ting in Bu, Vanity 
fineſs, Counſel, and Commerce, that it is in Arms and 
| Force. 5 | The 1 
FA B. 144. 4 MAN turn'd into a PISM LR Es hey 

Covetous Huſbandman, who. was continua kor Man 
41 filching away his Neighbours Goods and 2 md Fea 

and ſtor' d all up in his own Barn, drew down a 9 Wir os, - 
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Works of a Beaſt. 


Reflection among themſelves, We have been waiting here 
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upon his Head for it; and Jupiter, as a Puniſhment, turn a: 
him into a Piſmire : But this Change of Shape wrought 
no Alteration, either of Mind or of Manners; for he 
kept the fame Humour and Nature ſtill, 
weeks Mo ar. | 5 

Cuſtom is a ſecond Nature; and when wicked Inclinallons 
come to be habitual, the Evil is deſperate; for Nature 
avill be true to herſelf through all Manner of Forms and 


| Diſguiſe 
RERTFLECT IOX. | 


By the poetical Fictions of Men turn'd into the Shape 
of Beaſts and Inſects, we are given to underſtand, that 
they do effectually make themfelves io, when they de- 
generate from the Dignity of their Kind: So that the 
Metamorphoſis is in their Manners, not in their Figure. 
When a reaſonable Soul deſcends to keep Company in 
the Dirt with Ants and Beetles, and to abandon the whole 
Man to the Senſuality of brutal Satisfa&tions, he forfeits 
the very Privilege of his Character and Creation; for he 
is no longer a Man that gives himſelf wholly up to the 


FAB. 145. MEN and a ſuppoſed SEA-WRECK. f 


eee of People walking upon the Sea-ſhore 
ſaw ſomewhat come hulling towards them a 
great Way off at Sea, Firſt they took it for a great 
Ship, then a little one, and as it came ſtill nearer, for a 
Boat only: But it prov'd at laſt to be no more than a 
Float of Weeds and Ruſhes. Whereupon they made this 


lor a mighty Buſineſs, truly, which at laſt comes to juſt 
nothing at all ! 


Mon AL. 
Ve are apt to be led axvay by the diſtant Appearance of 
Things, of which, when brought home to us, we ſee the 
Vanity and Emptineſs. 
EFLECTIO N. | 
The Dangers that we apprehend, and the - Bleflings: 
ve hope for, look generally a great deal bigger, and 
more conſiderable at a Diſtance, than they really are. 
for Mankind is almoſt continually deceived by its Hopes 
ind Fears, Things at hand we ſee as they really are; 
kr off, as they only ſeem to be; and our Imaginations 
. 2 being 


. Plight, up comes a wild one to him from the next 
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being ſet on work, make oftentimes Mountains of Mole. 
hills. Patience and Conſideration only, in all ſuch Caſes, 
are able to ſet our Judgments right. This Fable, as we 
have taken Notice in the Life of Ap, was gery fatal u piqribu 
that excellent Man. He had been induced to Viſit Da-: nake u 
2, by the Fame of its Oracle, and the Reputation ſo to un 
which that had given to the People of the Ifland, of Hof civil 
whom he had conceived a mighty Opinion: But when Nod has 
he came thither, he found them very much the contrar 


oſſeſſio 
ever gn 
and we 


of what he expected, and that, inſtead of being a wiſe, nel ba 
a moral, and a generous People, they were given up to Wh;cedon 
their Vices and Follies; and were ſelfiſh, vain, luxu- 

1108s, and conceited; ſo that he could not refrain lettin Fat 
them know by this Fable how much he was diſap. H 
pointed; and they never left till they had plotted away 7 
his Life, for fear he ſhould inſpire into others the bad Hand arb. 
Opinion he had found Reaſon to entertain of them him-rhat tl 
ſelf. | vithont 


FAB. 146. 4 WILD Ass and a TAME, 


| A a tame Aſs was airing himſelf in a pleaſant 
Meadow, with a Coat and Carcaſe in very good 


But that 
they wo! 
dens wh 
by Wate 
that G1 
lately ; 
bp to th 
Piſs for 


Wood, with this ſhort Greeting: Brother, ſays he, [ 
envy your Happineſs, And ſo he left him, It was his 
Hap, ſome ſhort Time after, to ſee his tame Brother 
groaning under an unmerciful Pack, and a Fellow at 
his Heels goading him forward. He rounds him in the 
Ear upon it: My Friend, ſays he, your Condition is not, 
J perceive, what I took it to be; for I would not pur- 
chaſe your ſleek Coat and plump Carcaſe at fo dear a 


very M 
to reſt 


to be 


Rate as this. Haced 

| Mok Al. The 4 
Betwixt Envy and Tngratitude wwe make ourſelves tical Uf 
miſerable; out of an Op:nion, firſt, that our Neighbour, Ole 


ruelt 

ich G 
fneceſ 
he Wo! 
Laboure 
e Maſt 
he fame 
diate ? 


Wan: the 


has too much; and ſecondly, that we ourſelves have ti 
little. 
wb e WOES ITE T:1-0-K> Nt 
There 1s no ſuch 'Thing as Happineſs or Miſery in this 
World (commonly ſo reputed). but by Compariſon ; nei 
ther is there any Man ſo miſerable as not to be happy, 
or ſo happy as not to be miſerable, in ſome reſpect 
other: Only we are apt to envy our Neighbours the 

Poſſeſſion 


Fisor's FABT ES. 113 
ole. Poſſemion of thoſe Advantages which we want, without 
ſes, WW ever giving Thanks for the Bleſſings which they want; 
we and we ourſelves enjoy. Now this Mixture in the: 
to pitributions of Providence, duly confider?d, ' ſerves to 
Del nake us eaſy, as well as neceſſary one to another; and 
ton We to unite us in a Conſiſtence both of Friendſhip, and. 
» Of of civil Convenience. Every thing is beſt, in fine, as 
ven Cod has made it, and where God has plac'd it. The: 
ray tame Aſs wrought hard for his fine Coat, and the: 
viſe, Wild one fared hard, to balance the Comfort of his 
1p % freedom. 
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ting FA B. 147. ASSES petition JUPTITER: 
ip. WT HE Aſſes, on a Time, joined in a Petition to: 


way 
bad 
him- 


Jupiter, to eaſe them of their heavy Burdens, 
and arbitrary Maſters. Jupiter gave them this Anſwer,, 
That the Order of the World could not be preſerv'd: 
witho»t Burdens being carry'd ſom: we, < other: 


7 But that, ſince they were ſo diflatisfied with their Lot, if 
aſan ey would but join, and piſs up a River, that the Bur- 
P. 1 dens which they now carried by Land might be carried 
oY by Water, they ſhould be eas'd of a conſiderable Part of 
be. that Grievance. This ſet them all at Work imme- 
1 his Lately ; and the Humour, ſay the Mythologifts, is kept: 
other p to this Day, that whenever one Aſs begins, the reſt. 
. iſs for Company. 7 | | 
in the | 3 Mona u. e 
: nor Man thinks his own Lot hardeſt; but it becomes us 

pur- to reſt fatisfy'd with the Deſignations of Providence, and. 
ear a1 be contented with the Condition. in. which God has: 
placed us. | + 

| RerLECTION. 5 
noc! The Aſſes are here complaining for being put to the 
ber ery Uſe and Buſineſs they were made for; as if it were: 
e 2eruelty and Oppreſſion to employ the neceſſary Means, 
| "Mich. God and Nature has given us, for the attaining” 
| neceſſary Ends. If we confound Higher and Lower, 
in tha World is a Chaos again, and a Level. Is not a: 
; nei- Labourer as neceſſary an Implement of Providence as: 
Jappy, e Maſter Builder? Are not the meaneſt Artificers of 
ect ar iz fame Inſtitution with. Miniſters of Counſel and! 
7s the eate? The Head can no; more be without the Body, 
Tefhon Nan the Body without the Head; and neither of them 
| L. 3; without: 


— — — —— — — —— ꝗ—³—JwA»».DG— x — — 
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without Hands to defend, and provide both for the one 
and for the other. Government can no more ſubſf 
without Subjection, than the Multitude can agree 
without Government: And the Duty of Obeying is no 
leſs neceflary to publick Order, than the Authority of 
Commanding. - | 
What would become of the Univerſe, if there were 
not Servants as well as Maſters ? Beaſts to draw, and 
carry Burdens, as well as Burdens to be drawn and car. 
Ty'd ? If there were not Inſtruments for Drudgery, a 
well as Offices of Drudgery ? If there were not People 
to receive and execute Orders, as well as others to give 
and authorize them ? . 
Jupiter's Anſwer moſt emphatically ſets forth the Ne. 
ceſſity of diſcharging the Aſſes Part, and the Vanity of 
propoſing to have it done any other Way. As who 
ſhould ſay, The Buſineſs of Human Nature muſt be 
done. Lay your Heads together, and if you can find any 
Way for the doing it, without one Sort of People under 
another, you ſhall have your Aſking. But for a Con- 
cluſion, He that is born to work 1s out of his Place and 
Element when he 1s idle. 
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FAB. 148. An Ass and the FROGS. 


N Aſs once ſunk down into a Bog among a Shoa 
of Frogs, with a Burden of Wood upon his Back; 
and there he lay, ſighing and groaning, as if his Heart 
would break : Hark ye, Friend, ſays one of the Frog 
to him, if you make ſuch a Buſineſs of a Quagmire, 


do, who find at leaſt a Hundred of our neareſt Relation 

. cru{h*d to Death by your unweildy Weight? For Shame 

don't lie groaning here; but redouble your Efforts, ani 

free us and yourſelf from a Condition that is equal! 
dangerous to both, 
e MoRaTL. 

Smaller Ewvils are borne wvith leſs Timpatience, when we .. 
our Neighbours ſuffering under much greater. In a 
Misfortune that befals us, we ſhould uſe our be/l Rafe 
tion to extricate ourſelves from it, and not, by vain dll 

fruitleſs Complaints, aggravate the Evil. 


REFLECTION 


when you are but juſt fallen into it, what ought we to 
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ne | REFLECTION. 3 WE 
fiſt The Fable may ſerve to teach us, that it is a high 


ree point of Honour and Chriſtianity, to bear Misfortunes 
no WM with Reſolution and Conſtancy of Mind; and that 
of Stcadineſs is a Point of Prudence, as well as of Courage; 

for People are the lighter and the eaſier for it. It is with 
vere a Man in a Gaol much at the Rate as it was with this Afs 
and in the Bog. He is ſullen, and out of Humour, at his firft 1 
car- coming in; the Priſoners gather about him, and there he | 
„ az tells them his Caſe over and over, I warrant ye. Some 1 
ople MW make Sport with him, others pity him, and this is the 
owe Ml Trade they drive for the firſt four or five Days perhaps; 

but ſo ſoon as the Qualm is over, and he ſees others in as 
Ne. bad, or perhaps a worſe Condition than himſelf, the Man 
ty of comes to himſelf again; makes merry with his Compa- 


Who nions; and ſince he cannot be in his own Houſe, he 
ſt be reckons himſelf as gd as at Home in the very Priſon. 
d any It is the fame thing with a Bird in a Cage; when ſhe has 
under futter'd herſelf weary, ſhe fits down and ſings. This it 
Con- is to be accuſtom'd to a Thing. But theſe Caſes, how- 
e and ever, differ ſomewhat from that of the Aſs; he could not 


propoſe to live with his Burden on his Back in a Bog; 
what was he todo then? Why, inſtead of groaning, and 
making fruitleſs Complaints, he was to exert himſelf, and 
redouble his Efforts, to get free from his Embaraſſment, 
and ſo put himſelf in a Condition to purſue his Journey. 


TL 


Shoal 
Back; 


20 FA B. 149. 4 Gau ' Ass and RAVEN. 

gmire, S an Aſs with a gaul'd Back was feeding in a Mea- 
t we t0 dow, a Raven pitch'd upon him, and there ſat, 
lation jobbing of the Sore. The Aſs fell a friſking and braying 
Shame upon it; which ſet a Groom, who ſaw it at a Diſtance, 


ts, and a laughing at it. Well! fays a Wolf that was paſſing 
equal by, and thought the Raven was devouring the Afs, to ſee 
the Injuſtice of the World now ! A poor Wolf, in that 

Raven's Place, would have been hunted. to Death pre- 

ave /alif ently ; and it is made only a Laughing-matter in the 

In u Raven. | | | | 

Rafe. N 
van d Our Parijality and Ignorance often lead us into Miſtakes, 
and cauſe us to mate wrong Inferences and Concluſions. 
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: REFLECTION. : 

The Groom's laughing at the Gambols of the A(;, 

| informs us, that there are many Caſes which make Peo. 

ple laugh without pleafing them; as when the Surprize 

or Caprice of fome fantaſtical Accident happens to ſtrike 

the Fancy: Nay, a Man cannot forbear laughing ſome. 

| times, when he is yet heartily ſorry for the Thing he 

| laughs at ; which is, in Truth, but an extravagant Mo. 

| tion, that never comes near the Heart. Wherefore the 

| Wolf was out in his Surmiſe, when he call'd it à 

Laughing- matter; beſides, that he ſhould have diſtin- 

guiſh'd upon the Diſproportion betwixt the Worrying of 

a Wolf, and the Pecking of a Raven; that is to ſay, be- 

twixt a certain Death on the one Hand, and only a vex- 
atious Importunity on the other. 


FAR. 150, A Lton, Ass, n Fox. 
N Aſs and a Fox, upon tͤe Ramble together, met 
a Lion by the Way. The Fox's Heart went pit- 
 a-pat; but however, to make the Beſt of a bad Game, 
up he goes to the Lion, Sir, ſays he, I am come to 
offer your Majeſty a Piece of Service, and PII caſt my- 


ſelf upon your Honour for my own Security. If you 
have a Mind to my Companion the Aſs here, it is but a 


Word ſpeaking, and you ſhall have him immediately, 
Let it be done then, fays the Lion. So the Fox tre. 
pann'd the Aſs into a Pit; and the Lion, when he found 
he had him ſure, began with the Fox himſelf; and after 
that, for his ſecond Courſe, went down into the Pit, 
and made up his Meal out of the other, But before he 
himſelf could get out of the Pit, ſome Men, on the 
Hunt *for Game, ſhot the Lion through the Heart with 
their Arrows. «2 5 

5 Morart. | | a 
Bad Princes lobe the Treaſon, but hate the Traitor And 
he who encourages one Piece of Treachery, not only prac- 
tiſes, but promotes another; and lays the Foundation f 
a Doctrine, which often comes home to bimſelf in ti 
End. 


| REFLECTION. a 
This Fable adviſes every Man to be ſure of knowing 
his Company, before he embarks with them in an) 
great Matter; though he that betrays his Coops 
| | nion, 
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ESsor's FABLES. x17 
non, has the Fortune commonly to be betrayed him- 
ſelf. 

Here is the Folly of the Aſs in truſting the Fox, 
whom he knew to be a treacherous Companion; and 
here is the Knavery of the Fox in betraying the Aſs, 
which was but according to his Nature. Now this 
does not hinder yet, but that the Lion forfeited a Point 
pf Honour in the Worrying of him: And this Fiction, 
throughout, is but the Emblem of Things that are fa- 
miliar to us in the World. The Lion might have been 
allow'd an Averſion to the Fox as a perfidious Crea- 
ure; but the devouring of him upon theſe Terms was 
mother Treachery in himſelf. Now if he had ſpar'd 
the Aſs for his Simplicity, and puniſhed the Fox for his 
Perfidy, the Proceeding might have had ſome Sem- 
blance of a generous Equity : But an honourable Mind 
vill ſcorn to make Advantage of a treacherous Inſtru- 
ment; that is to ſay, by aſſenting to the Treachery: 
do that the Moral ſeems to carry more Force with this 
Byas., Upon the whole Matter, the filly Aſs pays 
ear for the Credulity and Folly of keeping ill Company; 
de Fox is met withal in his own Way for breaking 
te Faith of Society; and the Lion meets with his juſt 
Reward for encouraging the Fox's Treachery ; and 
jet, when he had thrown himſelf upon his Honour, de- 
roying him. In ſhort, the Fox deſerv'd to be puniſſid 
or his Perfidy to the Aſs ; but he did not deſerve it at 
te aws of the Lion. This Fable, upon the Whole, is 
Figure of a wicked Governor, following the Ad- 
ice of as wicked a Miniſter, whom he ſacrifices when 
is Services are over; and the Puniſhment of the Lion 
lews us the deſerved Fate that often attends ſuch ty- 
anical Princes, who, after having made a hundred 
acrifices to their Cruelty, Intereſt, or Ambition, often 
enith themſelves when they leaſt expect it, and, happen 
*1 it will, are ſure of falling unpitied by all Man- 
nd, 


FAB. 151. A HEN and a SWALLOW, 

\ Fooliſh Hen ſat brooding upon a Neſt of Ser- 
1 pent's Eggs. A Swallow obſerving it, told her 
e Danger of it, and that ſhe was hatching her own 
lruction : But the Hen not heeding the. Advice, 2 
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fiſted in her Folly, and the End verified the Swalloy, 1h M. 
2 Prediction. | Tahir 


i MoR aL. 
1 It is the hard Fortune of many a good-natur'd Man io breed Mode 
i up a Bird to pick out his own Eyes, in de/pite of aeg. on 
q Cautions to the contrary. re ſubi 
i JFF 1 85 
This is the Caſe of many People in the World, whe ae 
ſpend their Time in good Offices for others, to the ut 3 
ter Ruin of themſelves: They who want Foreſight anne ſs 
ſhould do well to hearken to good Counſel. He v 1. 01 
thinks to oblige hard-hearted People by an officio lbted f 
Tenderneſs, and to fare the better himſelf for putting i cs 
into their Power to hurt him, will find only fo much F Bie 
Time, Pains, and Good-will, utterly caſt away, at the e 
Foot of his Account. It is good, however, to hope an ay ſerv 
to preſume the beſt, provided a Man be prepar'd for tha... ar 
worſt. The Miſtake lies in this, that the Charity begin demen 
abroad, which ought to begin at home. They who canine an. 
not ſee into the End of Things, may well be at a Lois wi . good 
the Reaſon of them; and a well-meaning Piety is t peo 10 
Deſtruction of many an honeſt Man, who ſits innocent it by 
brooding upon the Projects of other People, though with their 5 
the Heart, all the while, of a true Friend to the Public. Ne 
Tell him the Conſequences of Matters, and that he 1 42 57 
now hatching of Serpents, not of Chickens; a miſguide 
Zeal makes him deaf and blind to the true State an Fa: 
Iſſue of Things: He ſits his Time out, and what pige. 


the End of it, but the Plot naturally diſcloſes itſelf in hi 
and perhaps a more extenſive Ruin? The South-Sea Pri 
ject, the Bank-Contract, the Charitable Corporat 
Bubble, and twenty others that might be named in tl 
Age ſo fruitful of ſuch Projects, will afford numberie 
Inſtances to juſtify this Application. 


FAB. 152. A PIGEON and a PAINTER 


3 ſeeing the Picture of a Glaſs with Water 
H it, and taking it to be Water indeed, flew rail 
and eagerly to it, for a Sup to quench her Thirſt, Þ| 
ſtunning herſelf againſt the Frame of the Picture, ſpef 
to the Ground, and was taken up by the By-{tande: 
who inſtantly wrung her Neck off. 
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MoxrarL. + 
% Men do many Things in Haſte, which they rep:nt of at 
Leiſure. 


5 


OW 3 


REFLECTION... 

Moderation is a high Point of Wiſdom, and Raſh- 
jeſs, on the other Hand, is ever dangerous: For Men 
re ſubject to be couzen'd with outward Appearances, 
nd ſo take the vain Images and Shadows of Things 
or the Subſtance. All violent Paſſions have ſomewhat 
n them of the Temerity of this Pigeon; and if that 
zaſnneſs be not as fatal in the one Caſe, as this was 
the other, it is a Deliverance that we are more in- 
ebted for to the ſpecial Grace of an over-ruling Pro- 
idence, than to any Thing of our own Government. 
nd Direction. One Man may have the Advantage of 
other in the Benefit of a Preſence of Mind, which 
tay ſerve, in a great meaſure, to fortify us againſt Sar. 
1zes and Difficulties not to be foreſeen : But a ſound 
udement is the Reſult of ſecond Thoughts, upon due 
ime and Conſideration, which way to bring Matters 
a good Iſſue. How many Inftances do we ſee daily, 
People who are hurry'd on, without either Fear or 
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ocentW'it. by Love, Hatred, Envy, Ambition or Revenge, 
ch WIS their own Ruin? Which comes to the very Caſe of 
* e Pigeon's ſtunning herſelf againſt the Picture, and the 
t he! | | | 


foul d is often as fatal. 
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FAB. 153. A PIGEON and a CROW. 
Pigeon was bragging to a Crow how fruitful ſhe 

was. Never value yourſelf, ſays the Crow, upon 
at Vanity; for as you bring up your Young prin- 
ally for the Pot, the Pye, or the Spit, I ſhould 
nk, that the more Children you have the more ſhould 
your Sorrow, | | | 

Mora L. 
bildren are called Bleſſings; and they are truly ſuch when 
dutiful and hopeful, and attended with good Fortune in the 
Vorl; but otherwiſe they are the greateſt Diſcomforts an 
indulgent Parent can have. 

REFLECTION: | 
The Care, Charge, and Hazard of many Children, in 
Education and Proof of them, does in a great mea- 
ſe countervail the Bleſſing; eſpecially where they are 
3 | born 
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born in a State of Slavery, and their Good depends upon 
the arbitrary Pleaſure of a Tyrant. The Fable may be 
taken in another Senſe, to ſhew us the Hazard of havin 
a numerous Stock of Children, which muſt of Neceſity, A 
whether they live or die, furniſh Matter of great Anxiety 
to the Parents. The Loſs of them 1s grievous to us. The lingle 


Miſcarriage of them by falling into lewd: and viciou ©2* 
Courſes, is much worſe; and one ſuch Diſappointment ii Wing 
ſufficient to blaſt the Comfort given us by all the Ref on.! 
Nay, the very Poſlibility, or rather the Likelihood and *? vw 
Odds, that ſome out of ſuch a Number will prove ungr: ws V1 
cious, makes our Beds uneaſy to us, fills our Heads ant * me 
our Hearts with carking Thoughts, and keeps us it 3 k 


Anxiety Night and Day. 
FAB. 154. JUPITER anda HERDSMan, Md is 
Herdſman, who had loſt a Calf out of his Ground 4s 
when he could get no Tidings of it betook hin * 


ſelf at laſt to his Prayers: Great Jupiter, ſays he, do b the 
ſhew me the Thief who ſtole my Calf, and P11 give the Th 
a Kid for a Sacrifice, The Word was no ſooner paſs'd 6 F 
but the Thief appeared ; which was indeed a Lion, Thy 8 J 
t him to his Prayers once again. I have not forgotte —4 
my Vow, ſays he; but now thou haſt brought me to th thy y 
Thief, I'll make that Kid a Bull, if thgy'lt but ſet m ny * 
quit of him again. ö ut ne 
| Mo RAL | | be baf 
We cannot be too careful and conſiderate what Vow: on. ad 
' » Promiſes we make; for the very granting of our Prajt 4 ould 
avould turn many Times to our utter Ruin. is to pr 
RAe.. | hitiful 
Men ſhould conſider well beforehand what thev p- But the 
miſe, what they vow, and what they wiſh for, leſt the Vigor 
ſhould be taken at their Words, and afterward repenW.. 15. 
We make it half our Buſineſs to compaſs thoſe Thing der 
which when we come to en en and to have , 
our Poſſeſſion, we would give the World to be rid F 
again. Wherefore he that moderates his. Deſires, 4 75 
reſigns himſelf in all Events to the good Pleaſure . 6 
Providence, ſucceeds beſt in the Government of his F vas 100 
tune, Life, and Manners, h . ſome ter 
| | Trog CO 
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FAB. 155. 4 GNAT and a LION. 

S a Lion was bluſtering in the Foreft, up comes 
| a Gnat to his very Beard, and challenges him to a 
fingle Combat. The Challenge was accepted, and the 
Gnat charg'd into the Noſtrils of the Lion, and there 
twinged him, till he made him tear himſelf with his 
own Paws, and at laſt to run away. The Gnat, with 
no little Pride, flew away; but as he was glorying in 
his Victory, he ſtruck into a Cobweb, and fell a Prey to 
| a pitiful Spider. The Diſgrace went to the Heart of him, 
d after he had got the better of a Lion, to be worſted by 
us u fuch an Inſect. | | | 6 


5 | Mo K A 1. iy. 
N. is in the Power of Providence to humble the Pride of the 
Mighty, even by the moſt d&/picable Means; wherefore let 


bund; | | | 

hi 10 Creature, how great or | how little ſoever, preſume on 
40 b the one Side, or deſpair on the other. | 

7e the REFPLECTION. 


There is nothing either ſo great, or ſo little, as not 


pl to be liable to the Viciſſitudes of Fortune, whether for 
f * Good or for Evil. A miſerable Fly is ſufficient, we ſec, 
1 a to take down the Pride of a Lion; and then to correct 


the inſulting Vanity of that Fly, it falls the next Mo- 
ment into the Toil of a Spider. It is highly impro- 
vident not to obviate ſmall Things; and as ridiculous to 
be baffled by them: The very Teazing of the Guat 
gall'd the Lion as much as an Arrow at his Heart 
would have done. The Doctrine is this, that no Man 
to preſume upon his Power and Greatneſs, when every 
pitiful Creature may find out a Way to diſcompoſe him. 
But that mean Wretch is not to value himſelf upon his 
Victory neither; for the Gnat that had the Better of 
eg the very next Moment was eninared by a 
pider. | | 


| xepen 
Thing 
have 45 | | PP 
e rid( FA B. 136, 4 Lion and a FROG. 
res, A 2 raging about for Prey, ſtarted all of a 
aſure X ſudden at a ſtrange Noiſe he heard; but as he 
bis FORM was looking about, preparing for an Encounter with 
ome terrible Monſter, what ſhon!d he ſee but a pitiful 
Frog come crawling out 'from the Side of a Pond! 
and is this all? ſays the "was and ſo betwixt * 
„ an 
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and Indignation, vow'd never to give way for the future 


kim o 


to a Terror, which had no better Ground than a weak MW #ruttt 
Imagination. H e 9 gay O 
£21 5 | MON AL. | dy. a 
Firſt Motions are hard to be re/iſted ; but a wiſe Man ill Hef che 
arm himſelf againſt imaginary Dangers ; and not ſuf Appes 
fer himſelf ts be diſturbed by little Surprizes and Ag. and t! 
preſbenſions. | „ who e 

1 . REP Le ren.. Pacey 


No Man living can be fo preſent to himſelf, as not I ve? 
to be put beſide his ordinary 'Temper upon ſome Acci- N p , ; 
- dents or Occaſions ; but then his Philoſophy brings him 

to a right Underſtanding of Things, and his Reſolution N. 
carries him through all Difficulties. The Lion in the Af 
Fable was not proof againſt a ſudden Alarm, though it the Bo 
proceeded but from a wretched Frog: Which ſhews how to 
apt even the ſtrongeſt Minds are ſometimes to be tranſ- . th 
ported with the vain Opinion and falſe Images of Things, Choice 
which are no ſooner underſtood, than deſpiſed by a truly Rage V 
brave and wiſe Man, 1 5 4 85 . 
FAB. 157. A PEACOCK and Macy xx. tails fe 
HE Birds being afſembled to chooſe a King, werf Diftr 
ſo taken with the gaudy Appearance of a ſtruttin bee to 
Peacock, that they were inclinable to make Choice ¶ before : 
him. The Magpye hereupon deſired the Aſſembly ,.. 
conſider what they were about: For if, ſays he, ti“ Fel! 
Eagle, the Vulture, or the Hawk ſhould invade us, wha grow 
Aſſiſtance can we hope far from the Peacock? This be | 
ing, duly weighed by the reſt, they changed their Mind Exper 
and made another Choice, | 25:5 Fools. 
Moxa 1. 4 th the 
A gaudy Outſide fo generally indicates an empty Mind, ld olly to 
aviſe Men will never be miſled by it. 1 ont w 
bo REFLECTION, Tha EY an Coy 
In popular Elections, from a chief Governor, dowgp*ltor, v 
to Repreſentatives in Parliament, and, lower ſtill, to t Pref 


little Officers in a Country Borough, Perſons are i" ty Pe 
be rejected who would principally recommend themht thin 
felves by noiſy Pretences, or vain Boaſts, and mere ou you. 
ward Appearance. The worthy Man, conſcious of H hopef 
own Merit, is contented to adorn his Mind, and mah. It is 
his chief Reliance on the Capacity which that gin Vill fer 


1 * 
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kim of ſerving his Electors; while the fluttering Fop, 


wes trutting like a Peacock, puts all his Confidence in his 
_ gay Outſide and ſplendid Equipage ; and hints to them 
þ by. a too natural Implication, what muſt be the Iflue 
wil of choofing a Perſon, who wants the Luxury of his 


ſuf Appearance, and this ſtrutting Vanity, to be ſupported ; 
4s. and that, perhaps, at the Expence of the very People 
ö who chooſe him; and who has neither Parts nor Ca- 
pacity to do them real Service, had he the Inclination or 


Power, | 

FAB. 158. 4 Elo, Ass, and Fox a hunting. 
Na hunting Match agreed upon betwixt a Lion, an 
Aſs, and a Fox, Who were to go equal Shares in 
the Booty, they ran down a brave Stag, and the Ass 
was to divide the Prey; which he did very innocently 
into three equal Parts and left the Lion to take his 
Choice; who never minded the Dividend, but in «* 
Rage worried the Als, and then bad the Fox divide, 
He thruſt all the three Parts together, and made bur 


one Share of the Whole, reſerving only a few of the En- 


E. rails for himſelf. The Lion highly approved of his Way 
„ wer! Diſtribation: But prithee, Repzerd, ſays he, who taught 
rutting hee to carve? Why truly, ſays the Fox, I had the Afs 
oice Mbefore me for my Maſter. | | D 

nbly 10 | Mora. 

he, thi The Filly of ene Man males another Man <viſe; as one Man 


is, wha Lr frequently rich u cn the Ruins of aucther, @ 
his be | REFLECTEFON. | | 
Mind Experience is the Miſtreſs of Knaves, as well as of 

Fools. We ought to take care how we are concern'd 
th thoſe who are mightier than ourſelves. It is a 
olly to contend with ſuperior Power, when, be its 
ont what it will, it is determined to carry it. A cer- 
an Courtier, within our Memory, ſays to an humble 


ind, thi 
nf! 


r,. dow butor, who had been a principal Step in the Ladder of 
U, to ti Preferment, My dear Friend, I fhall never have it 
s are my Power to diſcharge the Obligations I owe you: 
id thenhut think of ſomething in which I may be of Service. 
mere ou? you. The honeſt Man caſts about, and fixes upon 
us of H hopeful reverſionary Grant, and begs his Intereſt for 


nd mak It is mighty well, ſays he; you ſhall ſee how readily 
chat owt vill ſerve you !—And ke ſerves him like a true Cou r- 
| M 2 ir 


— Nan.» 
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tier indeed: For after ſeveral Delays, he tells him it wa 
too conſiderable a Thing for him, as he found upon In- 


4 Ma 


quiry; he therefore muſt think of ſomething elſe, and 

in the mean Time procures the other for his Son, This jo. 
is in ſome meafure acting the Part of the Lion in the . | 
Fable, who engrofſed all. the Booty to himſelf; The FEW 
only Difference is, the Courtier mag an Aſs, and the It! 
Lion 4://:4 one. But nevertheleſs the Strongeſt took all He 
the Benefit to himſelf in both Caſes. Though this Fable Ty 5 
is of pretty near the ſame Import with FA B. 7. yet as it Dia! 
differs in ſome Particulars, we thought we ought not to my 5 
omit it. 1s old 
ho (hn | | | ſtined 
FAB. 1569. WON and a KI p. their C 
| AT paſſing by a poor Country Cottage, was eſpied It 3 
FA by a Kid through a Peeping-hole in the Door; tin 
FO who ſent a hundred Curſes along with him. Sirrah, Why i 
gays the Wolf, if I had you out of your Caſtle, I'd make well a 
| you give better Language. | Wane 
. Mo R A L. | an Alm 
Security and Protection will make a Coward give D-jranct wilden 
to. a Hero. | | x align'd 
REFLECTION. "gi 

There is nothing ſo courageous as a Coward, if you i * 
put him out of Danger. This Way of Brawl, Scurruity, v0 diſpr 
and Clamour is ſo arrant a Mark of a daſtardly Spirit, 2a 1 
that he who uſes it, when ke knows he is ſafe from the E 
Reſentment of the Perſon he abuſes, ſufficiently pro- 585 the 
claims his own Character. : | 5 by 
preſcrtb; 

FAB. 160, JUPITER and an Ass. othing 
Gardener's Aſs, which did a great deal of Work oy it 1 

for a very little Meat, prayed for another Mater, auen 
Jupiter turned him over to a Potter, where he found 4 crabl 
Clay and Tile fo much a heavier Burden than Roots anal nd the 
Cabbage, that he went to Prayers once again for an A | | 
a 


other Change. His next Maſter was a Tanner, and there 
his Grievances were ſtill heightened. For, ſays he, 
have been only pinch'd in my Fleſh, and rib-roaſte 
ſometimes, under my former Maſters ; but beſides that 
have the ſame Cauſes of Complaint under this, I find 
worle ſuperadded; for now I'm in for't Skin and all 
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| „„ N 
In- 4 Mar who 7s ever ſhifting and changing, is not, in Truth, 
and fo weary of his Condition, as of himſelf 53 and he that 
his till carries about him the Plague of a reſtlæſ Mind, can 
the never be pleaſed. | | 


The REYTLZeT TON. . 

the It is a high Point of Prudence for any Man to be con- 
all kent with his Lot. For it is forty to one but he that 
able WM changes his Condition, out of a preſent Impatience and 
as 1˙ 


Diſlatis faction, when he has try'd a new one; wiſhes for 
his old one again. Thoſe People, in fine, who are de- 
fined to Drudgery, may change their Maſters, but not 
their Condition. Te WY 

It is not for a wiſe and honeſt Man to ſtand expo- 


8 * . 
OF $a ens 8 RE 
x < — * 322 5 
oo 2 * bet — — ** x 
— — . 3 - 5 I _— N. 12 
— * . . * 
r ; * p — -- 
_ « _— 2 q : - S * "FX: D 
l „ Bb 2 1 
* "x 2 


ieh fulating with the Nature of Things. As for Inſtance, 
Wa Why ſhould not I be this or that, or be ſo or fo, as 
=» Well as he or the other? But I ſhould rather fay to 
maks myſelf after this Manner: Am not I the Creature of 
n Almighty Power? And is it not the ſame Power and 1 
„ bPiſdom that made and order'd the World, that has 15 
01 Hafign'd me this Place, Rank, or Station in it? This: 5 4 
Body, this Soul, this Every thing? What I am, I mu | 
be, and there is no contending with invincible Neceſſity; 1 
1110 "Wo diſputing with an incomprehenſible Wiſdom: If I can 1 
T1 Wnend my Condition by any warrantab'e Induſtry and | 
Spurl, Virtue, the Way is fair and open; and that is a Privi- 


ge that every reaſonable Creature has in his Commiſ- 
pro ion; but without fixing upon ſome certain Scope, and 
preſcribing juſt and hononrable Ways to it, there is- 
thing to be done. It is a wicked Thing to repine ; 
md it is as bootleſs and uneaſy too; for one reſtleſs: 
Thought begets and puniſhes another, We are not ſo 
miſerable in our own Wante, as in what others enjoy: 


ind then our Levity is as great a Plague to us as our 


m * nvy ; fo that we need nothing more than we have, 
4 ther Thankfulneſs and Submiſſion, to make us happy. 
- he, I was not the Ground of the Ass's Complaint, that it 
road worſe with him than with other Aſſes, but becauſe 
« that I as an Aſs: And he was not ſo ſick of his Maſter, 
1 and of his Work. His Fortune Was well enough for ſachs 
4 all. a Animal, ſo long as he kept himſelf within his pro- 


er Sphere and Buſineſs: But if the Stones in tlie Wall 
ul be taking upon them to reproach the Builder; and 


 #A$80v's FABLES. | 
if nothing will pleaſe People unleſs they be greater than 
Nature ever intended them; what can they expect, but 
the Aſs's Round of vexatidus Changes and Experiments; 
and at laſt, when they have made themſelves weary and 
ridiculous, be even glad to ſet up their Reſt upon the 


126 


very Spot where they ſtarted ? 
FAB. 161. 4 WOMAN and her MA1Ds, 
T was the Way of a good houſewifely old Woman 
to call up her Maids every Morning juſt at the 
Cock crowing. . The Wenches were loth to riſe fo ſoon, 
and fo they laid their Heads together, and 11d the poor 
Cock: For, ſay they, if it were not for his waking our 
Dame, ſhe would not wake us : But when the good Wo- 
man's Clock was gone, ſhe would miſtake the Hour 
many 'Times, and call them up at Midnight : So that in- 
ſtead of mending the Matter, they found themſelves in a 
worſe Condition than before. = 
5 MORA TL. Eo, 
One Error mates way for another. Firſt ave complain of 
' ſmall Things : Then we ſhift, and inſtead of mending tht 
Matten, abe find it worſe, till it comes at laſt to the 
' Tinker's Work of Stopping one Hole, and making 
of © Se | 5 


5 . REFLECTION. 

It is a common thing for People that are uneaſy, to 
y to Remedies worſe than the Diſeaſe ; wherefore Men 
{hould deliberate before they reſolve; and ſay to them- 
ſelves, This we ſuffer at preſent, and This or That we 
propoſe to get by ſuch and ſuch a Change; and fo ſet the 
one againſt the other. The Wenches were calPd up too 
carly, they thought; and fo for fear of having too little 
Sleep, they ran the Riſque of having none at all. 


F AB. 102. As EAGLE and an OWL. 

& Royal Fagle, having reſolved to prefer ſuch of his 
A Subjects as he found moſt agreeable for Perſon 
and Addreſs, ordered every Bird to bring its, young ones 

to Court. They came accordingly, and every one in 168 

'Furn was for advancing its own; till at laſt the Owl fell 
a mopping and twinkling, and told his Majeſty, That 
if a graceful Mien and Countenance might intitle an 
of his Sabje&s to a Preference, ſhe donbted not bi he 
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sop's FABLES. 127 
Brood would be look'd upon in the firſt Place; for, ſays 
hhe,. they are all as like me as they can ſtare. 1 4 44 
Mo | 
Self- Lowe is the Root of «ll the Vanity that is flruck at in 
this Fable, and it is ſo natural an Infirmitv, that it makes 
us partial even to thoſe that come of us, as well as ur- 
ſelves + According to the Proverb, Every Bird thinks her 
own the Faireſt. ES. OS, 1 . 7 
g REFLECTION. 18 0 
The Moral here before us extends to the Fruits and 
productions of the Brain, as well as of the Body; and. 
to Deformities as well of Underſtanding, as of Shape. 
We are taught here principally two Things: Firſt, how 
ridiculous it is for a Man to dote upon the undeſerving: 
iſue of his own Brains or Loins ; and yet, Secondly, 
how prone we are to indulge our own Errors, Follies, 
and Miſcarriages, in Thought, Word, and Deed. The 
World has Abundance of theſe Owls in it: So that who- 
ever looks about him, will find not a few Hving Illuſtra- 
tions of this Emblem. | 


FAB. 163. An OAK and a WILLow. 


P. a Controverſy betwixt an Oak and a Willow, the 
Oak upbraided the Willow, that it was weak and 
wavering, and gave way to every Blaſt; while he ſcorn'd, 
he ſaid, to bend to the moit raging Tempeſts, which 
he deſpis'd as they whiſtled by him. Some very little 
while after this Diſpute it blew a moſt violent Storm. 
The Willow ply'd and gave Way to the Guſt, and till 
recovered itfelf again, without receiving any Damage; 
but the Oak, ſtubbornly refiſting the Hurricane, was torn 
up by the Roots. | 
| | Mor AL. | 

4 fliff and a fiubborn Obftinacy is not ſo much Firnmeſs 
and Reſolution, as Wilfulneſs. A wiſe Man will yield to 
the Neceſſity of his Affairs, and of the Times, in all honeſt 
: aſes, rather than expoſe himſelf and Family to inevitable 

uin. ods 1 60629 

REFLECTION. 

There are many Caſes, and many Seaſons, wherein 
Men muſt either bend or break : But Conſcience, Ho- 
jour, and good Manners, are firſt to be conſulted. When 
„Tree is preſſed with a ſtrong Wind, the Branches may 
| | | yield, 


x28 Kors Farrns 
yield, and yet the Root remain firm. But Diſcretion 
is to govern us, Where and when we may be allowed 
to temporize, and where and when not. When bend. 
ing or breaking is the Queſtion, and Men have no other 
Choice before them, than either of complying, or of 
being undone, it is no eaſy Matter to diſtinguiſh, Where, 
When, How, or. To what Degree, to yield to the Im- 
portunity of. the Occaſion, or the Difficulty of the Times. 
The firſt Point, however, to be preſerved ſacred, and 
from whence a Man is never to depart, though for the 
Saving of his Life, Liberty, popular Credit, or Eſtate, is 
Conſcience. There are Trials of Men, as well as Trials 
of Trees: The Iniquity of the Age, or Conjuncture, is 
to the one, what Storms or Inundations are to the other, 
Now it is not Courage, but Obſtinacy, in ſuch as will 
rather chooſe to break than bend, where a Yielding may 
be made with a good Conſcience. For Men may be ſtiff 
and obſtinate upon a wrong Ground, as well as they may 
ply and truckle upon a falſe Foundation. Our Bodies: 
may be forced, but our Minds cannot : So that human 
Frailty is. no Excuſe for a criminal Immorality. For 
where the Law of God and Nature obliges me, the Plea 
of human Prailty can never diſcharge me. There is as 
much Difference betwixt bending and finking, as there is 
betwixt breaking and bending. There muſt be no con- 
tending with infuperable Powers on the one Hand, and no 
departing from indiſpenſable Duties on the other: Nor is 

it the Part, either of a Chriſtian, or of a Man, to abandon: 
his Poſt. Now the juſt Medium of this Caſe lies between 
the Pride and the Abjectneſs of the two Extremes: 45 

the Willow, for Inftance, bends and recovers . while the 
ſtubborn and inflexible Oak is torn up by the Rcots. 


FAB. 164. ANTs and a GRAS'S-HO-PPER. 


Ms the Ants were airing their Proviſions one Winter, 
Ka hungry Graſs-hopper begg'd a Charity of them. 
They told him, that he ſhould have wrought in Summer, 
if he would not have wanted in Winter, Well, fays the 
Graſs-hopper, but I was not idle neither; for I ſang out 
the whole Seaſon. Nay then, ſaid they, you'll een do 
well to make a merry Year of it, and dance in Winter to 
the Tune that you ſung in Summer, 
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Fsor's FABLES. 29 
i 3 Moral. 
on Action and Induſtry is the Buſineſs of a wiſe and a good Man, 
and nothing is ſo much to be deſpiſed as Slothfulneſs. G0 
to the Ant, thou Sluggard, /ays the Royal Preacher, 
conſider her Ways, and be wiſe; <wh:ich in a few Fords: 
ſums up the Moral of this Fable. | 
N REFLECTION. | 
It is hard to ſay of Lazineſs or Luxury, whether it be 
the more ſcandalous, or the more dangerous Evil. Ihe 
very Soul of the Slothful does but lie drowzing in his 
Body, and the whole Man 1s totally given up to his 
Senſes; whereas the Profit and the Comfort of Induſtry 
are ſubſtantial, firm, and laſting ; the Bleſſings of Security 
and Plenty go along with it, and it is never out of Seaſon. 
What is the Graſs-hopper's Entertainment now, but a. 
Summer's Song? A. vain and an empty Pleaſure ? Let it 
be underſtood, however, that we are not to paſs Avarice 
upon the Wort under the Title of Good-huſbandry and 
Thrift, and thereby utterly to extinguiſh Charity. We. 
are indeed in the firſt Place to conſult our own Neceſhties; 
but we are then to conſider, in the ſecond, that the Ne- 
cfities of our Neighbours have a Chriſtian Right to a 
Part of what we have to ſpare. e FR 
The Streſs of this Moral lies upon the Preference of 
honeſt Labour to Idleneſs ; and the Refufal of Relief on 
the one Hand, 1s intended only for a Reproof to the- 
inconſiderate Loſs of Opportunity on the other. This 
does not hinder yet, but that the Ants, out of their 
Abundance, ought to have reliev'd the Graſs-hopper in 
ter Diſtreſs, though it was her own Fault that brought 
her to it: For if one Man's Faults could diſcharge àn- 
other Man of his Duty, there would be no longer any 
Place left for the common Offices of Society. To con- 
dude, We have our Failings, every one of us; and the 
Improvidence of my Neighbour muſt not make me in- 
inter, human. The Ant did well to reprove the Graſs-hopper 
chem. for her Slothfulneſs; but ſhe did 111, after that, to refuſe 
nmer, ter a Charity in her Diſtreſs, Ds | 


en do F AB 
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| FA p. 165. A BUI l and a Goar. 


* hard preſs'd by a Lion, ran toward a Goat- 
of Stall to fave himſelf. The Goat made good the 
Door, and Head to Head diſputed the Paſſage with him, 
Barbarous Wretch, ſays the Bull, how can you thus 
refuſe Shelter to one in Diſtreſs ! I know well what [ do, 
reply'd the Goat: For would it not be high Imprudence 


in me to give you Entrance, and bring the Lion upon my 
own Back ? | 


; | Mo RAL. | 
Though the Duties of Humanity oblige us to do all awe can th 
 Qf/eft a Neighbour in Diſtreſs, yet are wwe to take care by 
, the Rules of Prudence not to ruin ourJetves and Families for 
his Sake, | 
| „ REFLECTION 
Self- Preſervation is the firſt Principle of Nature; and 
the Goat in the Fable argues prudently enough. That 
ke ought to oppoſe the Entrance of the Bull, leſt the 
Lion at his Heels ſhould fall upon himſelf, a ſtill weaker 
Enemy. It is humane to ſuccour a Friend in Diſtreſs; 
and, if it can be done without great Detriment to our- 
|, ſelves, it is our Duty, both as Men and Chriſtians, But 
if the Conſequences of the Shelter we might give, as in 
Caſes of Treaſon, Sc. ſhould expoſe us to inevitable 
Deſtruction, and which might not neither mend the Cate 
of the Diſtreſſed, we ought by all means to avoid io im- 
minent a Danger. | | 


' Fas, 166. 4 NURSE and FROwAaRD CH1LD, 
AN Wolf prowling about for his Supper, paſs'd by: 
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hearing this, waited a pretty while, in hope the Woma 
frighted into better Temper, the Tone was turn'd, and 
<40y Dear! If the Wolf comes fot my Child, we'll ee 


eat his Brains out. Upon whack the Wolf went mutter 
| ing away as faſt as he could. 


Mok A! 
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: Door where a little Child was Bawling, and 4 
Nurſe chiding it. Leave your Vixen Tricks, ſays the 
Woman, or I'll throw you to the Wolf. The Wot 


would be as good as her Word. But the Child being 
he had the Mortification to hear the Nurſe ſay, That's“ 


12 inge 
but C 


Meas; 


Terr 
Praiſes 
Zut yet 
for, as 
pernici. 
Practice 
Raw- he 
Impreſſ 
lan ney 


Fa 

H 

1 h 
The Ea 
common 
more t! 
lum up 
down ur 


It is a: 
for on 
good ( 
the G; 
his Ryu 


Every 
onditio 
hin g ce 


Many of 


noted 1 
Lortoiſes 
while, 
r weary 
teix latt 
E ſee 2 
b this ii 
* yet. 
lariot 0 


F — EE, ̃ Ng 
— ne ee rhe er 
— ͤ— 


s Or's FABLE S. 3 
ö Mn — 
fn ingenuous Spirit will be wrought upon by fair Words; 

but a perverſe one muſt be terrified into its Duty, if ſoft 

Means will not do. | 

RreyLECTION;:: | 

Terrors are as neceſſary to quiet froward Spirits, ag 
Praiſes and Rewards are to encourage the Tractable. 
But yet we muſt apply this principally to grown Perſons; 
for, as to Children or Infants, there cannot be a more 
pernicious Error than to terrify them, as is the common 
Practice of fooliſh Nurſes, with Bugbears, Hobgoblins, 
u 10 WM Raw-heads and Bloody-bones, &c. which often fix ſuch 
; by MW impreflions of Fear and Apprehenſion on the 7n:fant, as 
; for can never be rooted out of the Man. | 


FAB. 167, An EAGLE anda TorTorsE. 


an \ Humour once took a Tortoiſe in the Head, and 
\ he muſt needs get an Eagle to teach him to fly, 
The Eagle told him it was a Thing againſt Nature and 
common Senſe ; but the more the one was againſt it, the 
more the other was for it: Whereupon the Eagle took 
him up Steeple-high into the Air, and there dropt him 
down upon a Rock, which daſhed him to Pieces. | 
| MoR aL, V' 
is a moſt unnatural Vanity for a Creature that was made 
for one Condition to aſpire to another. Many a Fool has _ 
ſo im- good Counſel offer d him, who has neither the Wit or 
By Grace to take it; and his Wilfulneſs commonly ends in 
his Ruin, | | | 


15 95 RR TLZ CT Io. 5 4A. 
d by Every Thing in Nature has its appointed Place and 
_ ane ondition, and there's no putting a Force upon any 
aus the hing contrary to the Byas and Intent of its Inſtitution. 
e Wo. any of the ridiculous Upſtarts whom we find pro- 
Womufzoted in the World, we may imagine to be ſo many 
3 Lortoiſes in the Air; and when they flutter'd there 
„ vile, he that took them up grows either aſhamed 
hat Ir weary of them, and ſo lets them drop again, and 
ey ter latter End is more ſhameful than their Beginning. 


e ſee a thouſand Inſtances in the World, as ridiculous 
this in the Fable, of Men made for one Condition, 
Fl yet affect another. The Fiction of Phaeton in the 
lariot of the Sun; the Frog vying Bulk with an on, 
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and the Tortoiſe riding upon the Wings of the Wind; al! ing, 
tend to preſcribe Bounds and Meaſures to our exorbitant Teet 


Paſſions; and at the ſame Time ſhew us, upon the and 
Aſſue, that unnatural Attempts are generally attended Sun 
with fatal Conſequences. Was | * 
FAB. 168. An OLD CRAR and a YOUNG. oy 
IL, ſays a Mother-Crab to her young one, you 
AL mul uſe yourſelf to walk ftrait, without Skueing Wl Ml, 
and Shailing ſo every Step you ſet. Pray, Mother, iy; 4 b 
the young Crab, be pleaſed to ſet the Example yourſelf, | 
and PII follow you. = : Th 
5 Monk AL. | | ence 0 
Tt is with a very ill Grace that wwe adviſe others to dM 0n the 
eavhat ave either do not, or cannot do ourſelves. firms 
REFLECTION: While 
Example works a great deal more than Precept; for benign 
Words without Practice are but Counſels without E the mo 
fet. When we do as we fay, it is a Confirmation o F 
the Rule; but when our Lives and Doctrines do no : 
agree, it looks as if the Leſſon were either too har N 
for us, or that we ourſelves thought the Advice A. 
gave not worth the while to follow. We ſhould men The W 


-our own Manners before we offer to reform oi ent, e 
"Neighbours, and net condemn others for what we t his 
. ourſelves. This Fable may alſo be apply'd as a Leſot ug. 1 
to Parents, not to ſet evil Examples to their Children ten the 
for as the Talent of the latter is only Imitation, Exanfſ him, 
ples of Vices or Weakneſſes have, at leaſt, as forcible /99!1th } 
Effect upon ductile Minds, as Examples of Virtue. A. 
it holds in Publick too as well as in Private, that t Every Fo 
Words and Actions of our Superiors have the Author ung! 
and Force of a Recommendation. Regis ad Exemplun WW ante 
W true, that it is morally impoſſible to have a ſober P 72/74 
ple under a mad Government. -For where Lewdnel: 
the Way to Preferment, Men are wicked by Intereſt, One ge 
«well as by Inclination. FE, bes the ( 


FA n. 169. The SUN and the WIN p. © fifty 


IM lohe in h 
.. Controverſy betwixt the Sun and the Wind, wiilous for 
- was the ſtronger of the Two, was agreed to 
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; If a M. 
Aecided in Favour of him which could make a Iereſt to 
weller quit his Cloak. The Wind fell. preſently a f eld, h. 
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Esor's F A318. 133 
1 WM ings and threw Hail-ſhot over and above, in the very 
Teeth of him. - The Man wraps himſelf up the cloſer, 
the and keeps advancing ſtill in ſpight of the Weather. The 
ded ! Sun then began his Part, and darted his Beams upon 
him ſo ſtrong, that at laſt the Traveller grew faint with 
the Heat, put off his Cloak, and lay down in the Shade 
to refreſh himſelf, | | 
"MORAL: 
eine! Mildneſs and Perfuaſio win upon ingenuons Minds ſconer than 
ſys a bluflering and bullying Behaviour. | | 
rſelt, 225: Y REELTOT 10 8, 


The Contention of the Sun and the Wind in the Influ- 
ence of the latter, may ſhew as the Effects of Perſecution 


on the Minds of Men, which generally hardens and con-, 
frms them in their Principles, whether good or bad : 
While in the Sun we fee the Succeſs of a mild and 
benign Nature, which generally ſoftens and overcomes 


＋ fol - 8 
the moſt obſtinate Spirits. 


it Ef 


154 FAB. 170. An Ass ina LION's SKIN. 

O no ; m_ EET, | 
hari N Aſs having found a Lion's Skin, threw it about 
ce wild him, and maſqueraded it up and down the Woods. 


The World was his own for a while, and where-evyer he 


1 men ; 2 
went, every dne fted before him: But at laſt taking it 


ny into his Head to imitate the Lion's Roar, he fell a Bray- | 
' Leſfolfſing. This made the flying Foreſters turn about, and 
ildren ten they ſpy'd his Ears too; upon which they all fell up- 

E xa” him, uncas'd him, and gave him Cauſe to repent his 
cible MWoliſh Jeſting. | | : 3 


Moral. 


ef | 7 | 

. Every Fool ſeill has ſome Mark or other to be known by 
author} fhr0ugh all Diſguiſes; and the more he tak's upon him, the 
plum arranter dot he makes himſelf, when he comes to le un- 
\ber Pe 0% u d. | | . 
vdneſs > REFLECTION. | 
itereſt, MI, One general Mark of an Impoſtor is this; that he out 


bes the Original; as the Aſs here in the Lion's Skin 
ade fifty Times more Clutter than the Lion would have 
one in his own, and himſelf fifty Times the more ridi- 
uous for the Diſguiſe. | „ 
if a Man turns his Thought from this Fancy in the 


Forld, he ſhall find Aſſes in the Skins of Men infi- 
5 nitely 


* . 


veſt to the other Truth of daily Experience in the 
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. ers FATEST -- 
naitely more contemptible than this Aſs in the Skin of 2 
Lion. How many terrible Aſſes have we ſeen in the ills 
Garb of Men of Honour! How many inſipid and illi. 
_ terate- Fops, who pretend to be Men of Science and Learn. WWW: 
ing ! In a Word, the Moral of this Fable hits. all Sorts of 
arrogant Pretenders, and runs effeQually into the whole 
Buſineſs of Human Life, For all Places are full of 
Quacks, Jugglers, and Plagiaries, who ſet up for Men of 
Quality, Conſcience, Philoſophy, and Religion. But as 
Nature never put the Tongue of a Phlloſopher into the 
Mouth of a Coxcomb, ſuch an one no ſooner begins to 
peak, but his fooliſh Braying and Ears Expole all the Ak 
Within him, and he meets with the Contempt which he 
. 40 zuſtly deſerves. SIE | 
Fas. 171. The Froc furnd Prvysician. 
Frog, raiſing himſelf upon the higheſt Bank of a 
Pond, made Proclamation of his Seil in Phyſic 
to an Aſſembly of Beaſts gathered round him. Among 
the reſc was a Fox, who ſurveying the Aſpect of the Im 
pPoſtor with an Air of- Contempt, ſaid, Thou art a pretey 
pPellow indeed, with that wretched Complexion, and 
boarſe Voice, to ſetup to cure other People. Pradtif 
_ thy Skill upon thyſelf, and we ſhall judge of thy Pre 
tenſions by thy Succels. _ | 
one FE MoR AL. | 
* Phyſician, heal thiſelf, is a known Aphoriſm ; and a Dole 
"© Jabouring in à Conſumption or Dropſy, gives no great E 
couragement for People in the ſame Malady to apply t 


e 
3 


1 
x 


Lim for Advice. 
Ea REF .LECT1O VN. 5 
This Fable is a good Reproof to all ſuch as a 
__ guilty of thoſe Vices and Faults which they cenſure 
others. In vain does a known Drunkard p:cach agam 
Sottiſhneſs, a ſenſual Man againſt Concupiſcence, 
haughty Man againt Pride vrga covetous Man again 
Avarice. Thoſe Precepts, thang ever ſo good in then 
£ Ives, muſt loſe much of their Force, hop they 
attempted to be propagated by Perſons, who ſhew in thi 
own Lives and Manners that they are not themſely 
convinced of their Truth and Efficacy. 
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Es op's FABLES. 


FA B. 172. J Cuxs FT Dos. 


_ -y 


Certain Man had a good Houſe-Dog, whieh for 
that Reaſon he was loth to part with, though he was. 
very miſchievous to Strangers. He therefore put a Clog. 
| to his Neck, as alſo a Bell to warn People in the Day- 
time of his Approach. The Dog took this for a parti- 
cular Mark of his Maſter's Favour, and prided himſ-1f 
much upon it, till one of his Companions ſhew'd him his 
Miſtake. You are mightily out, ſays he, to take this for 
an Ornament, or a Token of Eſteem, which is, in Truth, 
no other than a Note of Infamy ſet upon you for your. 
ill Manners, | . 1 
Mo R AL. | 
This may ſerve for an Admouition to theſs avho glory in their 
Shame. | | k 4 
REELECTION... g 
ſt is a bad World, when the Rules and Meaſures f . 
Good and Evil are either iuverted or miſtaken; and 
when a Brand of Infamy paſſes for a Badge ef Honour. 
The Fancy of this Dog was ſomewhat like the French- 
woman's Freak, who ſtood up for the Honour of her 
Family: Her Coat was quarter'd, ſhe ſaid, with th: Arms 
ef France; which was ſo fir true, that ſhe had the 
Flower-de-Luce ſtamped upon her Shoulder; the uſual 
"ara cf Diſgrace for particular Crimes in that King- 
om, = | | 


FAB. 173. Two FRIENDS and a BNAR. 


| WO Friends travelling together, under an Apree-- | 

ment of ſtanding by one another, let what would: . 
happen, met a Bear upon the Way. They found there: 
was no running for it. So the one whips up a Tree, 
and the other throws himſelf flat with his Face upon 
the Ground, and held in his Breath. The Bear comes 
directly up to him, muzzles and ſwells to him, puts 
his Nofe to his Mouth and to his Lars; and at laſt, 
taking for granted that it was only a Carcaſ, there he 
leaves him. The Bear was no ſocner gone, but down 
comes his Companion with a Sneer, and aſked him, what 
t was the Bear whiſper'd him in the Ear? He bad me, 
lays he, haye a care how I keep Company with thoſe: 
> . that 
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in Point, was for hiding a Defect like that of the bald 
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that in Time of Diltreſs will leave their Friends in the 
Lurch. ann. | 
5 0.R AL. 

True Fr iendſoih, like Gold in the Fire, is 77 in the Tine 
of our Adver/ity ;. and hc that then forink; away frem us, | 
7s never more te b truſted. 

ola Fs REFLECTION. 
5 | is no — ing in this World, no Society, no Se- 
. curity without Friendſhip ; but the only Trial of it is in 

Adverſity: And there are very few that can ſtand it, But 

ſuch a Man as can abandon his Friend in his Diftreſs, and, | 

Uke the Traveller in the Tree, ſneer at and ridicule him but 

on the Danger he had ſo narrowly eſcaped, is of all 

others the leaſt to be excuſed, or truſted again. JM $14; 


FAB, 174. 7 BAIL D CAVALIER, 


"HEN Perriwigs were firſt uſed, and then chiefly | Une, 
to cover the Defect of Baldneſs, à certain 5 | 


les had one for that Purpoſe, which paſſed for his own} 2 
Hair. But as he was one Day riding out in Company, 56 
a ſudden Puff of Wind blew off both his Wig and his 
at, and ſet the Company in a loud Laugh at his bald TH 
Pate. He, for his Part, fell. a lau hing With the reſt, Tue 
and ſad, Why, really, Gentlemen, this is merry enough ; $1401 
tor how could I expect to keep other "pple Hair, who vor U 
could not Preſerve my own ? e 2 
Mo R A that b 
7 be Ele of a Jeſt i is quite blunted and ny, off avhen a Wer 
Man bas ne of Ming to join in it e e * qual 
Ein ii. aj Foo 
RnyarcriON. : dim, 
"A frank eaſy Way of Openneſs and Candour agrees niet; 


beft with all Humours ; and he that is over-ſolicitous to 
conceal a Defect, often does as good as make Procla- 
mation of it. And: it is a Turn of Art in many Caſes, 
where a Man lies open to Ridicule, to anticipate the Jeſt, 


aug make Sport with, himſelf firſt. 
The Epigram of lartial upon a Lady Y, Who, 1 in a Caſe 


Knight, and made uſe of falſe Hair, carries with it the 
 feyerer Sting, as ſhe was willing and ſtudious to conces 
LN The Poet, Kale Bl, wha 1 amt, 


o f 1 2 "x 5 


: > * 8 4 - 
„ *\ A 4 3 7 8 *% „ * . 1 1 3. z ** — 4 8 11 
© , \ * * 


SO ' FABLES. 
The Golden Hair tliat Galla wears, 
Is er's: Who would have thought it? 


She ſwears tis her*'s -—— And true ſhe ſwears, 
For I know where ſhe bought it. 


FAB. 193%, Two Pos. 


 Brafs Pot and an Earthen one were by a Aolent⸗ 

Se⸗ | Inundation ſwept off the Bank, and carry'd down 
is in the Stream together. The Brafs Pot ſeeing the Earthen: 
But. one avoid him, bid him fear nothing z. for he would do: 

and, kim no hurt. Not willingly, I believe, ſays the other; 
him Wl but we are of Conftitutions fo different, that if I ſtrike 


f all WM :cainft you, or you — me, I only ſhall be the 
Sufferer. 

Mop 4b... 
= q Jl Unequal Fellowfhips are dangerous. Not but that Great and 
11" sal, Rich and Poor, may fort well enough together, ſo 

eng as the good Humonr lafts ; but where-ever there are 
Frets Men, there will be claſhing fome Time or other, and tlen 
11 b I the weak one is always ſure to ſuffers. 


Sr  RevritECTION. [ 
5 bad There can be no true Friendſhip but betwixt. Equals. 5 


1 The Rich and the Poor, the Strong and the Weak, very 
+ ſeldom agree tog ether long. And there needs no ill Will, : 
„e nor Malice neither, todo the Miſchief, but the Diſparity: 
er Diſproportion alone is enough. The ſame Expenee 
po that breaks a poor Man's Back, will not hurt a rich Man. 
5 vs "Wl Wherefore Men ſhould conſort themſelyes with their | 
ſe I 2 Equals ; for a Man of ſmall Fortune, who converſes upon 
. Foot with a rich Man, ſhall as certainly be undone by 
den him, as a Braſs Pot ſhall break an e one, if they 
0 7 meet and knock together. 


Proel Fa 5.176. G0 ODL cR th i oor. 


he Jet, A Man who had raiſed himſelf from a ſmall Fortune 
; by ſucceſsful Traffick-to a large one, was boafll-- 


ing: M;, aye, ſays, he; hit it it aohen a Man underſtands: 
he ale his Bufowe/t 3 = T' law gone all this by my own Skill. 
h it the kvarice is inſatiable, a d fo he went ufhing on ſtill 
conces br more; till, what by Wrecks, Bank upts, and Pi- 


ates, one upon the Neck of another, he was reduced in 
half the Time that he was a riſmg to a Morſel of Bread. 
Why this, ſays he, is owing to my curſed Fortune ! For-- 
N. 4: Hung? 4 


my 1 


x * 


in that to come. 


Eyes of Children and Fools. Do as I do, H you can; 
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zune happen'd to be at that Time within Hearing, and WI 3. 
told him, that he was an arrogant, ungrateful Clown, Wl 7 
to charge her with all the Evil that befel him, and to 
take the Good to himſelf. | 2 
MOR AL. | | | Cra 
Me are apt to arrogate to ourſelves the Succeſſes aue meet fivit 
ewith ; but our Misfortunes wwe ung atefully charge up;n tem! 
Providence, under the Name of Fortune, pref 
REFLECTION. the 


Our Hearts are ſo much ſet upon the Value of the I Deli 


Benefits we receive, that we never think of the Be- * 


ſtower of them, and fo our Acknowledgments are com- but 
monly paid to the Second Hand, without any Regard to MW ve n 
the Principal. We run into Miſtakes and Misfortunes WW felt \ 
of our own Accord; and then, when we arc once ham- ment 
per'd, we lay the Blame of them upon others. This they 
or that was not well done, we fay; but, alas! it was MW Virti 


none of our Fault: We did it by Conſtraint, Advice, value 


Importunity, or the Authority perhaps of great Ex- Cray 
amples, and the like: At this Rate we palliate our 0/9 IM only 
Weakneſſes and Corruptions, and at the fame Rate we apart 
likewiſe aſſume to curſelves the Merits of others. The Thin 
Thing to be done, in fine, is to corre this Arrogance, noſt 
and be thankful to God for the Benefits we receive at to th 
his Hands ; and reſign ourſelves to his all-wife Providence 


in thoſe Diſpenſations which we are ſo apt to reckon 
Mis fortunes ; but which, made a right Uſe of, may fre- 


quently'turn to our higheſt Benefit, if not in this World, 


FAB. 177. A PEACOCK anda CRANE: 


S a Peacock and a Crane were in Company toge- 

ther, the Peacock ſpread. his Tail, and chat- 
lenged the other to ſnew him ſuch a Fan of Feathers, 
Jou brag of your Plumes, ſays the Crane, that are fair 
indeed to the Eye, but fit-f0r nothing'but to attract the 


and then, with a ſuitable Comempt; he ſprings up into 


tie-Air, leaving the gäping Peacogk ſtaring after him tig Corte 


his Eyes ached. 3 "7 Ha ouff 
* +: „ Wy ; Mok Al. . | | 
There c e be g greater Koen s oa Ro Mind, than 4 : 75 
42 ; * bo r ? { 


* 


and 
Wn, 


d to 


meet | 


upcn 


f the 
Be- 
com- 
ard to 
tungs 
ham- 
This 
it was 
Ivice, 
t Ex- 
r own 
ite we 
The 
gane; 
eive at 
1G ence 
reckon 
Ly fre- 


World, 


E. 


toge- 
j chal- 
eathe 18. 
are far 
ract the 
ou can; 
up into 
him til 


yy OP 
8 Ali 


eller t 


9 Es or's FABILESò. 937 
be on the Beauties of Per fon, or ons Vainer ns * 
Ane Cloaths. 
of REV 1 K % . 

The Mind that can penetrate like the bigh⸗ fraring 
Crane through the Elements of Science, and leave the 
futtering Peacocks of the World, with a generous Con- 
tempt, unable to trace its ſublime F lights, is infigitely 
preferable to that gaudy Plumage which is confined to 


the dull Earth, and utterly unable to rife above the low — 


Delights of it. 


Thus much may be pointed out to us by this F ble. 
But after all, if we take it in a more confined Senſe, 
we muſt conſider, that Nature is pleaſed to entertain her- 
ſelf with Variety. Some of her Works are for Orna- 
ment, others for the Uſe and Service of Mankind. But 
thy have all, reſpectively, their Properties and their 
Virtues ; for the does nothing in vain. The Peacock 
wives himſelf upon the Gracefulneſs of his Train. The 
Cranc's Pride is in the Strength of her Wing: Which are 
ly two Excellencies in ſeveral Kinds, Take them 
apart, and they are both equally perfect: But goad 
Things themſelves have their Degrees; and that which is. 


mot neceſſary and uſeful, muſt be allowed a Preference 
to the other. | 


Fant. 178. 4 TIGER and a Fo x. 
S a Huntſman was upon the Chace, and the Beaſts 
flying before him; Let me alone, ſays the Tyger, 
and I'll put an End to this War myſelf :. He had no 
8 ſaid this, but he found himſelf ſtruck through 
ie Body with an Arrow; and while he was trying to 
draw it out, a Fox aſked bi. from what bold Hand 
it was that he received this Wound? I believe, ſays the 
Tyger, it muſt be from a Man; and I find, too late, 
that there is no contending againſt an Adverſar. „ Who 
can wound without comung within. Reach of one's, 
Nehenge. 


Mo R A L. 


Conteſt: . ebe 5 ſuperior Power or 2 are Jud: 
| ouſly. to be avoided. 


REFLECTION. | 
Reaſon and Stratagem are often too hard for Force ; 5 
far Temerity or Raſhneſs generally pars a Mam Gh his. 
SGSuard. 
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140 A$Sor's FABLts. 
Guard, It is a high Point of Wiſdom for a Man 0 
be ſo preſent to himſelf, as to be provided againſt all 
Accidents ; and to do this, he will diligently inquire 

into the Character, Strength, Motions, and Deſigns of 
an Enemy. Ihe Want of this Circumſpection has often 


been the Ruin of great and formidable Armies, and made 


even a contemptible Enemy ſuperior in the Field. The 
Tyger's overvaluing his own Strength and the Sharp 
neſs of his Teeth and Claws, and us dervaluing his Ad- 
verſary, whoſe Wiles and Stratagems he was unacquainted 
with, was the Occafion of his Ruin, 


FAB. 179. AJ LION and BULL Ss. 


Party of Bulls ſtruck up a League to keep and feed 
"A together, and ſtand by one another in caſe of a com- 


mon Enemy. So long as they ſtuck to this Confederacy | 


they were ſafe; but ſoon after they fell, at Variance among 


themſelves, and the Lion made his Advantage of it, and 


one by one deſtroyed. them all. 
Moran. 


 Tnteftine Diwifons are the Baut of a Commonwealth, A 
Houſe or a Kingdom, as the ſacred Text obſerves, divided 


againſt itſelf cannot ſtand. 


REFLECTION. 


The main Bond of all Bodies and Intereſts is Union; 


which is no other in Effect than a common Stock of 
Strength and Counſel joined in one. While the Bulls kept 
together they were ſafe ; but as ſoon as ever they ſepa- 
rated, they became a Prey to the Lion. There was a Cafe 
too much like this in the Grand Alliance between the 
Emperor, England, Holland, and other Princes,. in the 

lite long % expenſtve War againſt France. While all 
the Potentates concerned united, the War was carried on 
with great Succeſs againſt the Common Enemy; but no 
ſooner was one of the moſt formidable Powers in the Al 

| Hance brought off from it, and a ſeparate Peace conctuded, 
than Diſſenſions, Doubts, and Diſtruſts, were ſown among 
the reſt, and the French King ſoon brought them all to his 
down Terms, one after another; and that Monarchy has 
ever ſince found it in its Power, in ſome Sort, to give 


| Laws to the Reſt of Chriſtendom. 
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FAB. 180. A FIR and a BRAMBLE, : 
TV Head, ſays the boaſting Fir-tree to the humble 
; Bramble, is advanced among the Stars. I furniſh 
l beams for Palaces, and Maſts for Shipping: The you 
de Wl oveat of my Body is a Sovereign Remedy for the Sic 
nend Wounded : Whereas thou, O raſcally Bramble, run'{ 
o. creeping in the Pirt, and art good for nothing in the 
{4 World but Miſchief. I pretend not to vie with thee, ſaid 
the Bramble, in the Points thou glorieſt in, But, not to 
inſiſt upon it, that he who made thee a lofty Fir, could 
have made thee an humble Bramble, I pray thee tell me, 
when the Carpenter comes next with the Axe into the 
r Wood, to fell Timber, whether thou hadſt not rather be 
a Bramble than a Fir- tree? | 
| | Mox a TL. 
Poverty ſecures a Man from many Dangers: Whereas the 
Rich and ihe Mighty are the Mark” of Malice and 
croſs Fortune 3 and ſtill the higher they are, the nearer the 
Thunder. | 


0 r TIOR; 
The Anſwer of the humble Bramble to the proud 
Fir-tree is ſo pathetick, that it may of itſelf ſerve for a 
very good Moral to this Fable. Nothing of God's 
Works is ſo mean as to be deſpiſed, and nothing ſo 
lofty but it may be humbled; nay, and the greater the 
Height the greater the Danger, For a proud great 
Man to deſpiſe an humble little one, when Providence 
ean ſo eaſily exalt the one, and abaſe the other, and has 
not for the Merit of the one, or the Demerit of the otker, 
conferred the reſpective Conditions, is a moſt inexcuſable 
Arrogance : And Hiſtory has given numberleſs Inſtances, 
where theovergrown Fir, though a prime Miniſter, or great 
Prince, in the very Height of its Pride, has been forced to 
ſubmit to the Executioner's Axe; while the humble Bram- 
ble, or contented poor Man, has continued ſafe and un- 
hurt in his lowly Obſcurity, We may further obſerve on 
this Fable, that there is no State of Life but has its Mix- 
ture of Good and Evil. The Fir may boaſt of the Uſes 
bo which it is put, and of its Strength and Stature; but 
then it has not to boaſt of the creeping Bramble's Safety; 
br the Value of the one tempts the Carpenter's Axe, 
ule the Poverty of the other makes it little worth any 
Bag | > one's. 
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142 Esor's FABIES. 
one's while to moleſt it. Upon the whole Matter, ve 
may add, That as Pride or Arrogance is a Vice that ſel. 
dom eſcapes without a Puniſhment ; ſo Humility is a Vir 
tue that hardly ever goes without a Bleſſing. 


FAB. 181. A CoreETous Man and an Enviovs, 


4 Covetous Man and an Envious one, becoming Peti- 
tioners to Jupiter, were told, that what the one 
aſked ſhould be doubled on the other. The Covetous 
Man. according to his Character, deſired great Riches, 
and his Companion had them double, This did not, 
however, ſatisfy the Envious Man, who repining that the 
Covetous Man was but half as rich as himſelf, requeſted 
that one of his awn Eyes might be put out; for his Com- 
panion was then te loſe both his. © 
| MoRrRaAL. | 
Avarice and Envy are taco of the moſt diabelical and unſ5. 
cialie Vices under Heaven. Avarice would monopelite 
_ «every, Thing. to ilſelf and Envy repincs at: every good 
Thing paſſeſſed by its Neighbour. | 
2 5 REFLECTION. 
The Covetous Man in this Fable had a very hard Put, 
As Avarice is always attended with ſome Envy, it was 
no ſmall Mortification to one who would have been glad 
to have engroſſed all, to be under a Neceſſity of making 
another twice as rich as himſelf by virtue of his own 
Choice But an envious Man cannot poſſibly be ſhewn 
in a ſtronger Light than he is here. For he not oniy 
repines that his Companion is half as rich as he, though 
he enjoys his own double Share by virtue of the other's 
Prayer ; but he chooſes to forego all the Benefits which 
he, in his Turn, might reap by his Petition, leſt his 
_ Neighbour ſhould have double; and prays for a Curſe up 
on himſelf, to wit, that he might loſe one of his own Eyes 
that ſo the other might loſe both his, and be thereb 
made incapable of enjoying with Comfort the Acquiiitio 
he had fo ardently coveted. This remarkable Inſtance 
of Envy and Avarice admoniſhes us to be cautious ho 
we give way to ſuch wicked Paſſions, as not only mak! 
the Perſons governed by them a Torment to themſelve: 
but render them at the ſame Time odious to God ati 
Man. - - | ty 993 
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Tas. 182. 4 CROW and a PITCHER. 


Pebbles into the 
within Reach, 

What wwe ce com 
may be brought to 


tons 


in it, but it lay 


REFLECTION. | 
We ought not by any Means to be diſcouraged by 
ſeeming Impoſſibilities in our laudable Purſuits after what 


is neceſſary or fit for us or our Families. 


of Neceſſit 
covered |! 


Thirſty Crow found a Pitcher with a little Water 
ſo low he could not come at it. 
He tried firſt to break the Pot, and then to over-turn 
it; but 1t was both too ſtrong 
At laſt he bethought himſelf of a Device that did his 
Buſineſs ;. which was, by dropping a great many little 
Water, and ſo raifing it till he had it 


and too heavy for him. 


aſs by the Force of natural F aculties, 
paſs many Tienes by Art and Inven- 


We are, on 
the contrary, to uſe all our. honeſt Endeavours, and 
double our Diligence, to overcome all ſuch Difficulties 
as may be thrown in the Way of our attaining Bleſſings 
which are neceſſary to aur Welfare, How many In- 
ventions and fine Arts have been ſtruck out by virtue 
y, which otherwiſe would never have been diſ- 


FA 8. 183. A LION and a MAN. 


Na Controverſy betwixt .2 Lion and a Man, which 
was the braver and the ſtronger Creature of the TWO; 
Why look ye, ſays the Man, we'll appeal to that Statue 
mere; and ſo he ſhew'd him the Figure of a Man cut in 
Stone, with a Lion under his Feet. 
Lion, if we Lions had been brought up to Painting and 
Carving as you Men are, where you have One Lion un- 
cer the Feet of a Man, you ſhould have ha 


Men under the Paw of a Lion. 


t is againſt the Rules of commen Juſtice for Men to be Judges 


MoR AL. 


in their own Caſe. 


The Fancies 0 


— — — — 
— 


REFLECTION, 


2 


Well, ſays the 


d Twenty 


EY f Poets, Painters, and Engravers are no 
Evidences of Truth; for People are partial in their own 


Lales, and every Man will make the beſt of his own T 


—— — —  —— — 


ale. 
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144 As oOor's FARLZ S. 
It is againſt common Equity for the ſame People to be 
both Parties and Judges; and there is a great Difference 
betwixt a Flight of Fancy and the Hiſtory. of Nature, A 
This Fable may further inſtruct us, that no Judgments a; 


to Matters of Right and Wrong between diſputing Parties, 5 
_ to be formed upon the Relations made by one Party for 
of his Caſe; which may appear in a very different Light * 
when both Sides are heard. a 
FAB. 184. A Box and a THIEF. lays t 
Thief came to a Boy who pretended to be blubber- Bay 7 
| A ing by the Side of a Well, and aſked what he cry'd blow! 
for? Why, ſays he, the String's broke here, and [ hare done \ 
dropt a Silver Cup into the Well. The Fellow preſentlyM .. 
ſtrips, and down he goes to ſearch for it. After a while, There 
he comes up again with his Labour for his Pains, and und 
found that the roguiſh Boy, in the mean Time, had run 
away with his Cloaths, Thi 
wy Mona. torth 1 
Ih muſt be a Diamond that cuts a Diamond; and though all *% ae 
Robberies are unlawful, yet that of Rob-Thief 7s the leaf TH : 
culpable, though it is not at all excuſable as to the Laws t 3 
Morality. The Boy puniſhes the Thief ; and the Law, in ae] | 
all Likelihood, in Time found out and puniſhed the Boy, i ER 
not for this, for other Practices; for jo early and ſucci/; % 34 
Ful a Roguery, no doubt, auas not the laſt. 4c 785 
| REFLECTION. 1 
The Boy's having over-reach'd and robb'd a Thief, wa FAR 
bat a very ſmal! Extenuation of his Crime; for no doubt | 
but he laid the Bait for the next that came by, and it might A 
as well have been an honeſt Man as a Thief: Nor indeeq .“ 84 
would it have been excuſable, had he known that the ne bl the ! 
. Perſon that came by would be a Thief; for the Wicked your 
neſs of one Man is no Excuſe for the Iniquity of another . do yo 
Nor ought I, becauſe another does me an Injury, to “ Y 
him one in Return, Is the Thing jz/, or is itzz97 ? ougnil, 
to be the Conſideration ; and it is much better to bear , 4/7 
- Offence than to gv one. ; 9 — H 
and ex; 
Prayer 
other 
Pei ey in. 
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be FAB. 185. 1 Man and a SAT YR. 
:nce Great Intimacy was ftruck up between a Man 
ure, and a Satyr. The Man clapt his Fingers one 


ts 3 Day to his Mouth, and blew upon em. What's that 
dies, for ? ſays the Satyr: Why, ſays he, my Hands are ex- 
arty treme cold, and I do it to warm 'em. The Satyr, at an- 
10 other time, found this Man blowing his Pottage : And 
pray, ſays he, what's the Meaning of that now? Oh! 
hys the Man, my Broth is hot, and I do't to cool it. 
Nay, ſays the Satyr, if you have gotten a Trick of 


bber- 


„blowing Hot and Cold out of the ſame Mouth, I have 
<1) Lone with you. 4 25 | 
have | M 0's 4 L . 5 
1 10 There is no conver/ing with any Man that carries two Faces 
1 | | 5 


under one Hood. 8 
"REFLECTION, 

This Fable, abſtrafted from the Philoſophy of it, ſets 
forth the Simplicity of the Satyr, in not uuderſtanding 
how two ſuch contrary Effects ſhould come from the ſame 
Lips: But it was honeſtly done in him yet, to renounce 
the Converſation of one whom he took for a Double- 

'Wiealer; and who, as he thought, could accommodate 
mw” linſelf to all Seaſons and Occaſions, without any Regard 
oy Wo Truth or Juſtice. It was this Fable that gave Rite to 
Jace} me old Adage of Blowing Hot and Cold; which is taken 
for the Mark and Character of a Diſſembler. OR 


jef, wall Fan. 186. 4COUNTRYMAN and HERCULES, 
o doubt | 
t might 
y indee 


8, and 
ad run 


igh ell 
he leaf 


ac Of 


Carter whoſe Waggon ſtuck faſt in a Slough, ſtood 
gaping and bawling to Hercules, to help him out 
If tne Mire. Why, you lazy Puppy you, ſays Hercules, 


tw ay your Shoulder to the Wheel yourſelf; Are the Gods 
another . © your Drudgery, d'ye think, and you lie bellowing 


th your Finger in your Mouth? 

; mY WH Ei 
* muſ? wſe aur own Endeaveurs, if we would ſucceed in 
our Affairs, and not content ourſelves with ſitt.ng fill, 
and exfetting Miracles in our Fawour,. | 

3 REFLECTION oy 

Prayers without Works are nothing worth, either 
Ir other People, or for ourſelves : There is a double 
Pity incumbent upon us, in the Exerciſe of thoſe 

on Q: -. Powers 
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the Exerciſe of the Faculties of both. 


and glorify'd by both. 
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Powers and Abilities which Providence has given us fo; 
the common Good of both. It is not a bare, /ord, Lac F 4 


Mercy upon us, that will help the Cart out of the Mare, or A 


our Neighbour out of the Ditch; but we muſt put our 
own Hands to the Work. To take the Fable in another 
Senſe, we may aſk, What ſignifies the Saund of Words IW 
in Prayer without the Affection of the Heart, and a? 
ſedulous Applicaticn of the proper Means that may me Fl 


naturally lead to ſuch an End ? That is to ſay, Body and MI read 
Soul muſt go together in all the Offices of a Chriſtian . 
Life, as well as of a Civil one, where there is Place for Comp 


He, in fine, who made Body and Soul, will be ſery'd 


FAB. 187. An APE and her Two BRATs. oa 
AN Ape that had Twins, doted upon one of them,! Thi 
5 and did not much care for the other. She took aA on Goes 
| ſudden Fright once, and in a Hurry whips up her Darling succef 
under her Arm, and took no heed of the other, which murmt 
therefore leap'd aſtride upon her Shoulders. In this Halal publ'c 
- down ſhe comes, and beats out her Favourite's Bran in bor 
againſt a Stone; while that which ſhe had at her Bac There 
came off ſafe and ſound. ſtill of 
MO RAIL. the Go 

Fondlings are commonly unfortunate; and the Children tb whole 
are leaſt indulged make uſually the beſt Men. | not the 

| REFLECTION. ; borne ; 


Wie cannot command our Likings or our Averſions aſd. 
but yet whatever partial Diſpoſitions we may have, ou ppoin: 
Fondneſs ſhould not tranſport us beyond the Bounds of if we 0 
diſcreet Affection; nor ſhould we be more kind to on into an 
Child than to another. Children are naturally jealoq an FE 
and envious, and the Damping of their Spirits ſo earl 
hazards the Quenching of them for ever. Beſide tina} Fax 
there is no ſuch Fop as my young Maſter, that has t C6: 
Honour to be a Fool of his Mother's making. She blos 15 
him up into a Conceit of himſelf, and makes a Man q pleaded 
him at Sixteen, and a Boy all the Days of his Life att ay Ha 

o me 1 
Fa What W 
en exp 


Es op's FABLES. 147 


for | | | N | 

105 FAB. 188. 4 Fo x and a HE DGE-HOG. 

, Or | Fox, upon the croſfing of a River, was forc'd away 
our by the Current into an Eddy, and there he lay 
ther with whole Swarms of Flies ſucking and galling him. 


rds A Water-Hedge-hog offer'd to beat away the Flies from 
d a him. No, no, ſays the Fox, pray let them alone; for 
may the Flies that are upon me now are cen burſting full al- 
and ready, and can do me little more Hurt than they have 
ſtian I done: But when theſe are gone once, there will be a 
e ior W Company of ſtarv'd hungry Wretches to take their Places, 
that will torment me ten Times worſe. | 
| MOR AL. | 

It is better to bear a preſent Calamity, though grievous, thang 

by endeavouring to remove it, run the probable Hazard of 


erv'd 


8. a worſe, | 
REFLECTION. | 
them, il This Fable was made uſe of by Z#/op to the Samiaus, 
00k A on occaſion of a popular Sedition ; and had the defired 
arlingl Succeſs, It is very inſtructive, and teaches us to avoid 
Which murmuring againſt our preſent Condition, as well in 
Haſte publ:ck as private; for in ſeeking to remedy ſmaller Evils, 
m_ in both Caſes, we often plunge ourſelves into worſe. 
Pac 


There is nothing perfect under the Sun, but ſomewhat 
ſill of Good is blended with the Bad, and of Bad with 
tie Good; and this natural Mixture runs through the 
cn tba whole Courſe and Condition of Human Affairs. We are 
not therefore to make ourſelves uneaſy in what may be 

borne ; but before we try to exchange our Conditions, 
rſions WF confider the Hazards that may lie in the Way, the Diſ- 
ve, O ippointments that may attend the Attempt; and finally, 
ds of WM if we ſucceed, whether by avoiding one Evil we run not. 


to Ou into another, which may poſſibly be more inſupportable 
jealouM tan th 1 

4 tan the ſormer, 

o earl! : | 

de thall FA B. 189. J CoUNTRYMAN and a HAWE. 


has ti 
1 15,0 
Han 


8 Fellow had the Fortune to take a Hawk 
in the hot Purſuit of a Pigeon. The Hawk 
| pleaded for herſelf, that ſhe never did the Countryman. 
ife alt any Harm; and therefore I hope, ſays ſhe, that you'll 
do me none. Well, ſays the Countryman, and pray, 

Fa chat Wrong did the Pigeon ever do you? You muſt 
Fen expect to be treated yourſelf, as you yourſelf would 

O 2 | have 


1496 Kors FAB. 
have treated this Pigeon. Alas! for me, ſays the Hawk, 
I have, it is true, met with my deſerved Fate from a 
Hand as much too ſtrong for me, as I was for the Pigeon; 
but in a little time, 1 1 the poor Pigeon will not be 
much the better for her preſent Efcape; which is only 
from one Deyourer to another. 
Mox Al. 

I. is but according to the” Courſe of the World for th: 
Stronger to oppreſs the Weaker ; aud ſome powerful Men 
avill permit no Tnjuſtice to be done but by themſelbes. 

| REFLECTION. 

Birds of Prey are an Emblem of rapacious Officers, A 
ſuperior Power takes away by Violence from them, that 
which by Violence they took from others. But it falls 
out too often, that the Equity of Reſtitution is forgotten, 
after the Execution of the Puniſhment. Here is a Coun- 
tryman takes a Hawk in the Chace of a Pigeon ; the 
Hawk reaſons the Caſe with him ; the Countryman 
pleads the Pigeon's Cauſe ; and upon a fair Hearing the 
Hawk ftands condemn'd out of her own Mouth, and the 
Innocent is conſequently deliver'd from her Oppreſſor. 
Now there is one Violence diſappointed by another; a 
poor harmleſs Wretch protected againit a powerful Ad- 
verſary; Juſtice done upon a notorious Perſecutor ; an 
yet after all this glorious Semblance of a publick-ſplrited 
Generoſity, and Tenderneſs of Nature, the Man oniy 
ſav'd the Pigeon from the Hawk that he might eat it 
himſelf: And if we look well about us, we ſhall find 
this to be the Caſe of moſt Mediations we meet with in 
the Name of publick Juſtice. 


FAB. 190. 4 SWALLOW and a SPIDER, 


Spider that obſerv'd a Swallow catching of Flies, 

fell immediately to work upon a Net to catch 
Swallows ; for ſhe look'd upon it as an Encroachment— 
upon her Right : But the Birds, without any Difficulty, 
brake through the Work, and flew away with the ver) 
Net itſelf, Well, ſays the Spider, Bird-catching is none 
of my Talent, I perceive; and fo ſhe return'd to her old 
Trade of catching Flies again. 
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Mor Al. ; 
A wiſe Man will not undertake any thing without Means 
anfuverable to the End. | 

1 3 . 
Let every Man examine his own Strength, and the 
Force of the Enemy he is to = withal, before he 
comes to grapple with him: For he is ſure to go by the 
worft, that contends with an Adverſary that is too mighty 
for him. It is good Advice not to contend with thoſe 


4 


neſty and Juſtice ; for the Integrity of the Mind muſt be 
ſupported againf all Violence and Hazards whatſoever. 


The Intent of the Fable is to ſet us right in the under- 


ſtanding and interpretmg of Injuries. It is an unhappy 
Error to take Things for Injuries that are not ſo: And 
then, ſuppoſing an Injury done, it is a nice Point to 
proportion the Reparation to the Degree of the Indignity, 


Swallow was a Fly-catcher, as well as the Spider, and 
ko more an Interloper upon the Spider's Right, than the 
Spider was upon the Swallow's; for the Flies were in 
common to both. _ | 
There are Swarms of this Sort of State-Spiders in the 
World, who reckon every little Thing or Fly that's 
taken out of the common Stock, as a Penny out of their 


jo be free, both alike, without making every Morſel of 
read which an honeſt Man puts in his Mouth, to be the 


Firſt, What he ought to do. Secondly, What he is able 
the Rules of Virtue and Diſcretion, 


FAB. 191. 4 SWAN and a STORE. 


Stork that was preſent at the Song of a dying 
Swan, told her, It was contrary to Nature to fing 
much out of Seaſon ; and aſk'd her the Reaſon of it. 


deze I hall be no longer in Danger of either Snares, 
_ Hunger; and who would not joy at ſuch a 
eee: „„ 1; ae 


— 
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that are too ſtrong for us, but ſtill with a Saving to Ho- 


and to take a true Meaſure of our own Force. The 


dwn Pockets. The Bounty ef God and of Princes ought 


bbing of a Minion. Wherefore let every Man compute, 


do. And then, Thirdly, Let him govern himſelf 


hy, ſays the Swan, I am now entering into a State 
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| Mon Al. Fe 
Death is a certain Relief from all the Difficulties, Pains, and 


Hazards of Life. 
| REFLECTION: - 

It is a great Folly to fear that which it is impoſſible to 
avoid ; and it is yet a greater Folly to fear the Remedy 
of all Evils : For Death cures all Diſeaſes, and frees us 
from all Cares. It is as great a Folly again, not to pre- 
pare ourſelves, and provide for an inevitable Fate, We 
are as ſure to go out of the World, as we are that ever 
we came into it ; and nothing but the Conſcience of a 
wy Life can ſupport us in that laſt Extremity. The 

iction of a Swan's finging at her Death, does, in the 
Moral, but adviſe and recommend it to us, to make 
ready for the chearful Entertainment of our laſt Hour, 
and to conſider with ourſelves, that if Death be ſo welcome 
a Relief even to Animals, barely as a Deliverance from 
the Cares, Miſeries, and Dangers of troubleſome Lite, 
how much a greater Blefling ought all good Men to ac- 
count it then, that are not only freed by it from the Snares, 
Difficulties, and Diſtractions of a wicked World, but put 
into Poſſeſſion (over and above) of an everlaſting Peace, 
and the Fruition of Joys that ſhall never have an End? 

FAB. 192, 414 HEDGE-HOG and @ SNAKE, 
lh Soak was prevail'd upon, in a cold Winter, to take 
a Hedge-hog into his Cell; but when he was once 
in, the Place was ſo narrow, that the Prickles of the 
Hedge-hog were very troubleſome to his Companion ; {0 
that the Snake told him, he muit needs provide for him- 
ſelf ſomewhere elſe, for the Hole was not big enough to 
hold them both. Why then, ſays the Hedge-hog, he that 
cannot ſtay, ſhall do well to go: But, for my own Part, 
I'm een content where I am ; and if you be not fo too, 
you are free to remove. 
3 MORA. 8 
It is not ſafe to join Intereſts with Strangers upon ſuch T erms 
as to lay our/elves at their Mercy. 
| REFLECTION. | 
In all Offices. of Chriſtian Charity, and of prudent 
Converſation, People ſhould have a ſtrict Regard to the 
Humour and Character of the Perſons they deal withal, te 
the Degrees and Meaſures of Things, and to the Conſe- 
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all the Obligations imaginable, and in Contradiction to 
all the Ties of Honour, Juſtice, and Hoſpitality, have 
ſerv'd their Maſters, Patrons, and Benefactors, as the 
Hedge-hog ſerv'd the Snake here! 


FAB. 193. A GNAT and a BEE, 
\ Gnat, half ſtarv'd with Cold and Hunger, went 


out one froſty Morning to a Eee-hive, to beg a 
Charity; and offer'd to teach Mufick in the Bee's Family, 
for her Diet and Lodging. The Bee very civilly deſir'd 
to be excus'd : For, ſays ſhe, I bring up all my Children 
to my own Trade, that they may be able to get their 
Living by their Induftry ; and I am ſure J am right; for 
ſee what that Muſick, which you would teach my Chil- 
dren, has brought you yourſelf to! 

Mok Al. | 


[:duftry ought to be diligently inculcated in the Minds of Chil- 


dren of all Ranks and Degrees For <vho ſtands jo ſure, 
as to ſay he is exempt from the Hiciſſitudes of this uncertain 
Life ? | | 
RETLECTION:. th 
The many unhappy Perſons whom we daily ſee ſinging 
vp and down in order to divert other People, though with 
very heavy Hearts of their own, ſhould warn all thoſe 


% 


> W who have the Education of Children, how neceſſary it is 
edo bring them up to Induitry and Buſineſs, be their pre- 

o MW {ent Proſpects ever ſo hopeful ; that fo, upon any un- 
- W <xpected Diſaſter, they might be able to turn their Hands 
o to a Courſe which might procure them an honeſt . 
at Livelihood. 5 7 
t, The Gnat in the Fable, we may further obſerve, is 

o, very like many inconſiderate Perſons in Life: The 


gayly buz about in the Summer of Praſperity, and think 
of nothing but their preſent Enjoyments: But when the 
Winter of Adwerſity comes, they poorly creep about, and 
ſupplicate the induſtrious Inhabitants of every Bee-hive, 
charitably to relieve thoſe Wants which they have brought 
ent upon themſelves ; and often deſervedly meet the Repulſe, 
the and the Sting, which the Bee gives to the Gnat in the 
„te Fable. We have ſeen many a doted on Child, who has 
aſe} been brought up to Singing, Dancing, and all the gay 

Delights of this World, and yet has Fea forced to ſhut 


up 
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LOW 


How many Examples may we find of Men, who, after 
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152 sor's FABLES 
up the laſt Scene of a miſerable Life, in Want and Beg- 
gary; which had been prevented, if they had been early 
taught the Value of Induſtry and Independency, and the 
Means, by the former, of attaining the latter. | 


FA B. 194. 4 LioNn, Ass, and HARE. 


\ War breaking out betwixt the Birds and the Beaits, 
A the Lion ſummon'd all his Subjects to appear in 
Arms, at a certain Time and Place; and, amongſt the reſt, 
there were Multitudes of Aſſes and Hares at the Rendez- 
vous. Several of the Commanders were for turning 'em 
off, as Creatures utterly unfit for Service. Do not miſ- 
take yourſelves, ſays the Lion ; the Aﬀes will do very 
well for Trumpeters, and the Hares will make excellent 
_ Counters. | | | 

Mora L. 

God has made nothing in vain. There is no Member of a po- 
litical Body ſo mean and inconſiderable, but jt may be uefa 
to the Publick in ſome Station or other. 

| RF LLECTELON: 

Every diſtin& Being has ſomewhat peculiar to itſelf, to 
make good in one Circumſtance what it wants m another, 
It is the Ignorance of the Nature of Things that makes 
us deſpiſe even the meaneſt of Creatures. All Things 
are created good in their ſeveral Kinds, as all Things 1e- 
verally are ſubſervient, in ſome Degree or other, to the 
Beauty, the Order, and the Well-being of the Whole. 
That which we find in the Courſe of Nature holds like- 
wiſe in Governments, where the Loweſt has its Poſt al- 
lotted as well as the Higheſt, All created Beings, in fine, 
the Works of Providence and Nature, which never did 
any Thing in vain. So truly ſays the Poet, 

— Wiſe Providence 

Does var out Parts for var\ous Minds diſpenſe ; 

The meaneft Slawes, or they who hedge and ditch, 
Are uſeſul, by their Saueat, to feed the Rich > 
The Rich, in due Return, impart their Store, 
Which comfortably freds the lab'ring Poor. 

Mor let the Rich the loaueſt Slawe diſdain © 
He's equally a Link of Nature's Chain: 
Labours to the ſame nd, joins in one View; 
Aud both alike the Will divine purſue. 
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FAB. 195, The PIGEONS and HAWKS. 


Civil War once raged among the Hawks ; and the 
innocent Pigeons, who were ſafe while theſe Feuds 


ties and Mediators to make them Friends again; but no 

ſooner was the Quarrel ended among themſelves, than 

they fell to their old Sport again of deſtroying the Pigeons z 

who too late found their Error, in having united a com- 

mon Enemy to their own Ruin. 
Mo R A L. 

It is dangerous intermeddling with the Quarrels of wicked or 
turbulent Perſons, When bud Men fall out among them- 
ſelves, good Men are often benefited and ſecum d by the Con- 
Jequences of their Diwiſfons. 1 | 

KEFLECTION. :- 

The Rleſſing that is pronounc'd upon the Peace- makers 
does not extend to thoſe Caſes where the Effe& of the 
Peace ſhall be the Ruin of the Reconcilers. When two 
powerful Princes are contending for Supertority, it would 
be but an unſeaſonable Piece of Policy, for a third and 
weaker State, who has much to fear from both, to 
ende avour to reconcile them: For ambitious and reſtleſs 
Monarchs, when they have made up their Broils with 


one another, have Leiſare to look out for freſh Occaſions 


> of Quarrel, and 1 may join Forces, in order to 
. oonquer, and divide betwixt them, the Dominions of the 
oftctous Umpire, Such Inſtances are to be met with in 


Hiſtory, | | 
FAR. 196, DEATH and an OLD Man. 


EATH call'd upon an Old Man, and bad him 
come along with him. The Man excus'd himſelf, 
tnat the other World was a great Journey to take upon 


b ſhort Warning, and begg'd a little Time, only to 
nake his Will before he dy'd. Why, ſays Death, you 


have had Warning enough, one would think, to have 
made ready before this; for you have had daily Exam- 


dorts, Ages, and Degrees; and is not the frequent 
ppectacle of other Peoples Death a Memento ſufficient 
» make you think of your own? And what do you 
tink of the Fever you had ten Years ago, and the 


\ By Surfcit 
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laſted, in pure Pity and Good-nature, ſent their Depu- 


pies of Mortality before your Eyes, in all People of alt 


— —— 


r © e 5 k 
. Sp FOIA e - 
* — 3 - N — 
2 * 6 * * * ORD — 2 
8 a ” po L 8 "a = 8 x © WE rr - C * 
7 2 — - — * — ory 0200 ne 
Gare: es en OO 6 . > + +4 wer - 
» Fl 9 8 AS : was. S e * KY * 2 
- * — 2 conn N AI 
pe" po - 8 4427 * a 
3 — — 33 — — . PH 32 — , 
= »” — # . 4 2 2 = 1 27 
. oy Fo 


— Pe * Wer FOE 
a he ng ar go ro Lon 


P  — — — 
— * 7 . = 
* + 


. 
* : 


322 es 


* 4 * 
WIT 2 Fees. r 


154 


Asor's FABLES. 


Surfeit you had five Years aſter, and the Palſy the very 
laſt Year? Don't you know, that every one of theſe was 
a Meſſenger ſent by me, to give you Warning th-t I 


ſhould come ſhortly myſelf? No more fhill-I, ſhall-I, 


honeſt Friend: Your Time is now come, and therefore 
come along, I tell you. 
| Moral. 
Every Moment of our Lives either is, or ought ta be, a T ime 
of Preparation for Death. 
REFLECTION: 

It is a ſtrange Mixture of Madneſs and Folly for People 
to ſay or imagine, that ever any Man was taken out of 
this World without Time to prepare himſelf for Death: 
But the Delay of fitting ourſelves is our own Fault, and 
we turn the very Sin into an Excuſe : Ever, Breach we 
draw is not only a Step towards Death, but a Part of it. 
Death was born with us ; it goes along with us ; 1t is the 
only conſtant Companion that we have in this World, and 
yet we never think of it any more than if we knew notning 
of it. The Text is true to the very Letter, that abe ai? 
daily, and yet we feel it not. Every Thing under the 
Sun reads a Lecture of Mortality to us. Our Neighbours, 
eur Friends, our Relations, that fall every-where round 
about us, admoniſh us of our laſt Hour; and yet here's 
an old Man, on the wrong Side of Fourſcore perhaps, 
complaining that he is ſurpriz'd. . | 


FAB. 197. INDUSTRY and 8L OT EH. 


NE aſking a lazy young Fellow, What made him 

lie in Bed fo long? Why, ſays he, I am hearing 

of Cauſes every Morning; that is to ſay, I have two Laſſes 
at my Bed-ſide, fo ſoon as ever I awake. Their Names 
are Induſery and Sloth ; one bids me get up; the other 
bids me lie ſtill ; and ſo they give me twenty Reaſons why 
I ſhould riſe, and why I ſhould not. It is the Part, in 
the mean time, of a juſt Judge to hear what can be ſaid 
on both Sides; and by that time the Cauſe is over, iti 
time to go to Dinner. 

| e Mo RAI. = 
We ſpend our Days in deliberating what 10 do, and ave fri 
quently end them without coming to any Re/clution. 
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REFLECTION. 

The Sluggard's Cafe in this Fable is the Caſe of Man- 
kind in all the Duties of Life, where Judgment and Con- 
ſcience call us one Way, and our Luſts hurry us another. 
We ſpend all our Days upon frivolous Preliminaries, 
without ever coming to a Reſolution upon the main 
Points of our Buſineſs. And yet we know well enough 
what we ought to do, and what not, if we would but take 
the Light of reaſonable Nature for our Guide, and hearken 
to the Counſellor that every Man carries in-his own 
Breaſt,, But Men, in the general, are either too lazy to 
ſearch out the Truth, or too partial, in favour of a ſen- 
ſual Appetite, to take Notice of it when they have found 
it. They had rather be taſting the Eaſe and the Plea- 
ſures of Life, than reforming the Errors and the Vices 
of it. They are hearing Cauſes with our Slug-a-bed in 
the Apologue ; that is to ſay, deliberating betwixt Paſ- 
hon and Conſcience, till in the End they are call'd away, 
whether to Dinner or Death, it makes no Matter ; for 
the Moral is ſtill the ſame. | DE 


Fas. 198. A Cock and a Fox. 


Fox ſpying a Cock at rooſt in a Tree with his 
Hens about him, wanted to get him down ; and 
aſked him, If he did not hear the ae ? What News? 
lad the Cock. Why, reply'd the Fox, there's a gene- 
ral Peace concluded among all living Creatures, and not 
one of them is to preſume, upen Pain of Life and 
Limb, directly or indirectly, to hurt another. The 
bleſſedeſt Tidings in the World! ſays the Cock : And 
at the ſame time he ſtretches out his Neck, as if he 
were looking at ſomewhat a. great way off. What are 
you peering at ? ſays the Fox. Nothing, ſays t'other, 
but a Couple of great Dogs yonder, that are comin 
this Way, open-mouth'd, as hard as they can drive. 
Why then, ſays Reynard, I fancy I'd e'en beſt be jog- 
ging. No, no, ſays the Cock, the general Peace will ſe— 
cure you, Ay, quoth the Fox, ſoit ought; but if theſe 
raſcally Curs ſhould not have heard of the Proclamation 


I ſhall be but poorly off for all that. And ſo away he 
ſcamper'd. | 


3 Mozar. 
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| Mel. 5 5 
Perfidious People are naturally to be- ſuſpected in Reports that 
 faweur their own Intereſt, 
5 EFLECTION. 1 
It is a hard Matter to make a falſe Man, and a falie 
Tale, conſiſt with themſelves; and when they come to 
interfere, the Reaſon and the Argument of the Caſe return 
upon the Head of the Impoſtor : So that it requires great 
Care and Skill, for a Man who has a dark and a double 
Deſign upon another, to keep clear of claſhing with hi 
own Reaſonings, and to avoid a Detection. 


156 


FAB. 199. Bors and FROGS: 


1 of unlucky Boys were watching of Frogs 
1 at the Side of a Pond, and ſtill as any of them put 
up their Heads they would be pelting them down again 
with Stones. Children, ſays one of the Frogs, you ne- 
ver conſider, that though this may be Play to you, it it 
Death to us, | 
MORA LL, 
Har d-heartefine/s and Cruelty is an inhuman Vice; it is 8 
barbarous Thing to make our Sport of that which is fatal 
or pernicious to another. e 
| REFLECTION. 
The throwing at Cocks at Shrowe-tide, and the abuſe- 
ing and torturing of Puppies, Kittens, Birds, or Flies, 
ſo commonly practiſed by Children, is a moſt ſhocking 
and dangerous Liberty, not to be ſuffered on any Account; 
for Hard-heartedneſs in Boys will be Brutality and Ty- 
ranny in Men. Softneſs and Tenderneſs of Nature are 
the Seeds of a generous Humanity; provided always that 
Children be taught to diſtinguiſh betwixt a Benignity and 
a Facility of Diſpoſition, and that they may not confound 
Gracious with Efeminate. By this Means there may be 
a Foundation laid of worthy Thoughts, whick will ripen 
in due Time into glorious Actions and Habits, to quality 
Men for the Honour and Service of their Country, 'This 
Foundation, I ſay, of a pious and a virtuous Compaſiion, 
will diſpoſe Men afterward, inſtead of adding Affliction 
to Affliction, and of grinding the Faces of the Weak and 
Innocent, to miniſter Protection to the Oppreſſed. 
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'Far 2. 200. The FRoGs and the BULL 8. 


N a deſperate Duel between a couple of Bulls, a Frog 
upon the Bank of a Lake, looking on, ſaid to other 
rogs, What will become us of now.? Wh y pry*thee, ſays 
one of his Companions, what are the Bulls to the Frogs, 
or the Lakes to the Meadows? Very much, I can aflure 
ye, ſays the Frog again; for he that's worſted will very 
probably take Sanctuary in the Fens, and then we may 
be trod to Pieces; Where fark, for my Part, PII get as far 
from them as I can, | 


MOR AL. 
When Pe fell out, the Commonalty ſuffers, and the 
Little go to Wreck for the Yuarrels of the Great. Lot 
1 Conſequences be never fo remote, it is good to ook fer- 
card, and endeavour to provide gal the evor/Þ that 
muy happ. n. "TY 
Revincrion, 
The Deſign of many Actions looks one way, and the 
Event works another, fo that even probable Miſchiefs 
are to be provided againſt with equal Care and Induſtry. 
A wiſe Man looks forward, through the proper and na- 
tural Coarſe and Connection of Cauſes and Effedts ; and 
in ſo doing he fortifies himſelf againſt the wort that can 


befal him. 


F A B. 201. A HARE and a SPARROW. 


Sparrow happened to take to a Buſh 3 juſt as an 2 

made a Stoop at an Hare, and when he had 
her in the Foot, poor Wat cry'd wt tor Help. Wall, 
lays the Sparrow ſneeringly, and why don't you run for 
4 Mit now ? I thought your Footmanſhip would have ſaved 
ou. In this very Moment comes a Hawk, and whips 
ay the Sparrow, which gave the dying Hare this 
eie Conſolation, that ſhe ſaw the hard-hearted Crea: 
ie that had no Pity for another, unable to obtain any 
rr herſelf, when ſhe ſtood moſt in Need of it. = 


* MoR AL. . | 

* r is vith Men and Governments, as it it eoith Birds 255 

3 f Beaſts; the N. eaker” are a Prey to the Stronger, end 6 
1 ne under another, through the woo Scale- Gl the Crea 
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Me ought therefore io have a Felloxu feeling / 
Aflictions; for nobody knows wohoje Turn 


1.58 
tion. 
one another”s 
may be next. | 
5 REFLECTION. 

Here is a juſt Judgment upon Ul-nature : Wherefore 
let no Man make Sport with the Miſerable, that is in Dan- 
ger to be miſerable himſelf, as every Man may be; and in 
truth, every Man delerves ſo to be that has no Tender- 
neſs for his Neighbour. It is a high Degree of Inhuma- 
nity not to have a Fellow.feeling of the Misfortune of 
my Brother; but to take Pleaſure in my Neighbour's 
Miſery, and to make merry with it, is not only a brutal, 
but a diabolical Barbarity and Folly. 


FA B. 202. Two MEN and a HALTER. 


Poor Wretch, who was quite deſtitute of Money, 
Credit, or Friends, determined to hang himſelf; 
and having provided a Halter, and got a Hook, he yas 
driving it into an old Wall to faſten the Cord to; and 
down comes a great Stone that was looſe, and a Pot of 
Money along with it. The Fellow preſently drops the 
Halter, and away he ſcours with the Purchaſe. He was 
no ſooner gone, but up comes the Man who had hid the 
Money, to give his Pot a Viſit: He finds the Birds 
flown ; and, out of all Patience at his Loſs, he takes up 
the Halter, and hangs himſelf with it, having no other 
Comfort than this, that Fortune had ſaved him the 
Charge of buying one, 
: | MORA 1, 
Will may Money be ſaid to be the Root of all Evil ; fence tlie 
Want of it males ſome Men deſperate, and the having it 
makes others miſcrable, Toe 
NT: 1 MRP LECT10N: 

Poverty and Riches, where Avarice accompanies the 
latter, are nearer akin than moſt People imagine; for the 
rich inſatiable Miſer, who is ſtill carking after more, 1 
every whit as miſerable as he that has juſt nothing at all 
What is the Difference between Gold in one Part of the 
Earth, and Gold in another? Betwixt the minted Gold 
that the ſordid Churl buries in a Pot, and the Ore tha 
Nature has prepared and tinctured in the Mine? The 
are both equally loſt to the common Uſe of Mankind 


only the one lies a little deeper than the other. W. 
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ror Fi #64 
may finiſh this Reflection, with a Conſideration of the 
Folly of thoſe People who ſtarve themſelves to enrich 


others, and make their own Lives wretched for the Ad- 
vantage perhaps of Thieves and Strangers. 


FAB. 203, A MOUNTEBANK and a BEAR, 
Quack expoſing his Bills and Medicines upon a 


Stage, was ſurrounded with a very numerous and 

attentive Croud, till a Bear being led that Way, with a 

Ring through his Noſe, they all quitted the Mountebank, 

and ran after the Bear; who addreſſing himſelf to the 

WM Rabble, Hark ye, my Friends, ſays he, 1 am glad to fee 

wu ſo merry at my being led like a Sot by the Noſe 

thus ; but pray, let us laugh at one another by Turns ; for 

you are led as much by the Ears by that ſame Mounte- 
„bank, as I am n by the Ne/e by my Keeper, 


MoR AL. 
8 A Bear wvith a Ring in tis NM e, 15.710 mere Damn an Een, 2 of 
a every Man 0 us, as tbe Haw in the Fable rightl; oer; 


fl for abe are led as much as he, fome by the Ear or Exe, 
ll _ others by their Luſis and Afetions. | 
in = | REFLECTION, 
ell No Man ſhould make Sport with, or condemn any 
ds thing in another, without firſt conſidering whether he 
ww be not guilty of the very ſame thing himſelf. The 
er Bear is led after one Manner, Mankind after another; 
he and in ſome fort or other we are all led; only the 
Bearward in this Fable leads but one Brute, and the 
Impoſtor or Mountebank leads a thouſand. In ſhort, 
ill the very Courſe of our Lives is little better than 7 
it $crics of Miſtakes, and a I ranſition from one Weaknel 
to another. 


FAB. 204. 4 ftittiſd Hos RE. 

ne An 8 Horſe that uſed to fly out always at his 
own Shadow, was once expoſtulated with by wy 

1 Rider in a very ſerious and. pathetical Manner : Wha 
J Duce ails you? ſays he: It is only a Shadow that 75 
boggle at: And what is that Shadow, but ſo much Air 
that the Light cannot come at? It has neither Teeth, 
nor Claws, you ſee, nor. any thing elſe to hurt you: 
It will neither break your Shins, nor block up your 
Paſſage ; and what are you afraid of then ? You do well 
to upbraid me, indeed, ſays the Horſe, who are as much 
P 2 terrify'd 
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terrify'd at the Thoughts of Sprights, Ghoſts, and GoBl; line, 
mere Phantoms and Chimeras of your own Brains, as I am 
at my Shadow. 
MoRaA TL. 
It i; a commen Theery fer Pecple to blame in ethers what 
they pradtiſe themſelves, 
EFLECTION;. 

In Juſtice, Charity, and Prudence, we ſhould make no 
other Uſe of our Neighbour's Faults, than we do of a 
Looking-glaſs, to mend our own Manners by, and to ict 
Matters right at home. When we ſee a Horſe ſtart at a 

Shadow, what have we mere to do, than to contemplate 
the Folly and Vanity of our own ny mie and Miſtakes 
in a thouſand Inſtances of the ſame Quality? For what 
are all the vexatious Tranſports of our Hopes and Fears, 
extravagant Wiſhes, and vain Deſires, but the Images of 
es, 58 every whit as whimſical as the Viſion of the 
Shadow in the Fable ? 


B22 ſ ay 


FIAT TE RV unreſtrainable. 
ON 8 nad the baſe and ſordid Vice of Flattery 


reign'd in the W eri with Impuni ty; till at laſt, 

by a ice Decree of all the Gods, it was order'd to 
e puni! hid with Death, and Commiſſioners were nam ned 
to {ee the Law put in Execution. Six Months had: pailes, 
and Flatte tery Was as bold and buſy as ever, and yet not 
one Complaint againſt it. Spies and In formers were here 

upon ſet at Work, who at laſt brought an Author beſore 
the Court as a Delinquent, for having given to a certain 
great Courtier Qualities to which he was known to be 
utterly a Stranger; ; ſuch as Wit, Honour, Virtue, and the 
like. The Priſoner confeſs'd, that he had indeed attri- 
buted thoſe Virtues to the Gentleman ; and e to 
himſelf, whether he had wrong'd him or not? The Courtie 

not only acquitted the Man, but reflected deſperately des 
the ſcandalous Practice of the Court itſelf, in making 
that to be Flattery, which, upon the whole Matter, was 
no other than Truth and Juſtice. The Commiſſion was 
herenpon diſcharged ; for they found it utterly imprac- 
ticablo to puniſh a Fault which nobody would either 


acknowledge or complain of. 
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MOR AL. 

It is nothing but Sele Lowe that provokes and incites Flattery ; 
and the Dijpoſe ion of, one Man to receive wt, encourages 
another to Se it. 

REFLECTION. 

It is a Thing utterly impoſh:le for human Wiſdom 
to form ſuch an Act of State as ſhall reach the Wick- 
edneſs of the Mind, As, who ſhall pretend to inflict 
any Puniſhment upon Flattery, Hypocriſy, and other 
Sins of the Heart, when there lies no Proof againſt | 
them ? One may be a very honeſt Man in the Eye of the 
Law, and yet a moſt abominable Wretch in the Sight 14 
of God and of his own Conſcience. But ſtill it is Wt 
worth while to conſider how we may diſcountenance Þþi1 
and prevent thoſe Evils which the Law can take no „ 
Cognizance of. And to gain this Point the Effect 1 
mult be obviated in the Caufe. F attery can never cor- 
rupt any Man who does not flatter himſelf firſt ; for it is 
2 vain Opinion of ourſelves that lays us open to be 
impos'd upon by others. 


FAB. 206. A Dog and his Mas TER. 
A igilant Dog was once taken to Taſk by his Maſter, 
for barking indiſcriminately at N one in the 
Night that came within Hearing. Sir, ſays the Maſti ff, 
it is out of the Zeal I have for your Service; and yet 
- tough bark at every one I hear, when you tell me I 


e Mould only bark at an ill Man, I dare fay I bars right 
nine Times in ten. 
e 


y 
2 2 5 


bh. of 


Mor art. 
e e Hiftory of Cheats and Sharpers, truly avritten, ao be 
i 79 other than the Hiſtory of human Nature, : 
0 REFLECTION. 


r It goes to the Heart of a faithful Servant, when he 
n has done his uttermoſt for his Maſter's Service, to fall 
9 under the ſcandalous Character of Officious, and Imper- 
as nent, for his Pains. The Cardinal's Rule to one of bis 
a5 Lackeys, who had loft his Coat, comes very weil to bur 
preſent Purpoſe, The Boy ſaid his Eminence told him 
they were ſo holy at Rome that he thought there ak 
been no Thieves there. Well, ſays the Cardinal but 
kereafter, whenever you come into x ſtrange Place, you 
may take every Man. you ſec for a Thief, provided that 
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vou call nobody ſo. The Dog went this way to work, 
and did wiſely in it; for he that keeps himſelf * his 
Guard ſhall never be couzen'd. 


162 


FAB. 207. An Ass carrying an IMAGE. 


N Aſs carrying an Image in Proceſſion, the People 

fell every-where down upon their Knees before 

him. This filly Animal began to ere& his Ears, and 

look big, fanſying that they worſhipp'd him all this while; 

till one put him right, ſaying, Friend, you are the very 

fame Aſs with a Burden upon your Pack, that you was 

before you took it up; and it is not the Brute they bow 
to, but the Image. 

MoR AL. 

Some P ons &vainly attribute to them ſelwes, as their oavn 
Due, the Honours paid ihem on account of thoſe they ſerve 
or repreſent. 

REFLECTION: 

The ſimple Vanity of this Aſs is a very pertinent Re- 
proof to all ſuch Men in Office or Authority, as without 
Merit aſſume to themſelves that Regard which 1s paid to 
them on account of the Office only. Many a Clergyman, 
we are ſorry to ſay it, has brought upon the ſacred 
Function a good deal of Diſeredit, by thus attributins 
to his own Perſon, whether he deſerves it or not, the 
Reverence paid to his Function; and, by aiming at more 
than becomes him, has met with leſs than belongs to him, 
and has fallen into that Contempt which will cver be the 
Lot of Pride and Arrogance. 


F.4 2.208. 4D 06 


"EVE, R were two Creatures better together than 

a Dog and a Cat ang up in the ſame Houſe, 
from a VW hel ip and a Kitten; fo kind, fo gameſome and 
diverting, that it was half the Entertainme nt of the Fa- 
mily to ſes the Gambols. and Love- tricks t 
twixt them. On ly it was obſerved, that ſtill at Meal- 
times, when any Scraps fell from ths Table, or a Boi 12 
vias thrown to HIRE, they would be ſnarling and ſpitting 
at one ancther under the Tab! e like the Worſt of Foes, 
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e Mog Al. | | 
Self Iatereſt is the Bone that in ſome Degree er other ſets all 
Mortals together bv the Ears. 
REFLECTION. | : 
Here is a perfect Emblem of the Practices and Friend- 
ſhips of the World. We contract little Likings, enter 
into agreeable Converſations, and paſs away the Time ſo 
merrily and kindly together, that one would think it 
impoſſible for any thing under the Sun to break the 
Intereſt ; and yet upon the throwing in any croſs In- 
tereſt among us, Which is all one with the Bone under 
the Table, nay, upon a jealous 'I hought, or a miſtaken 


Word or Look, all former Bonds are cancell'd, the League 


broken, and the Farce concludes in biting and ſer :ching 


one another's Eyes out. The 1. ige will terve for 
Princes and States, publick Perſons and private, marry'd 


and ſingle ; People, in fine, of all Profeſſions and Pre- 
tences. 


FAB. 20 . A MASTIFF and an As s. 


Huge Bear-Dog, and an Aſs laden with Bread, were 
A upon a long Journey together: They were both 
ery hungry, and while the Aſs was grazing upon Thiſtles 
by the Way-ſide, the Dog defir'd ſome of the Bread which” 
he carry'd. The Aſs made Anſwer, That what he car- 
ry'd was another's, and not his, and he had no Power to 
diſpoſe of any of it. While this paſs'd up comes a Wolf 
toward them. The Aſs fell a trembling, and told the 
Dog, he hop'd he would ſtand by him if . Wolf ſhould 
ſet upon him. No, ſays the Dog, they that will eat 
alone, ſhall e'en fight alone too, for me; and fo he left 
his Fellow-Traveller at the Mercy of the Wolf, 
IC | Men At. b 8 
Though Self- Defence and Preſervation is the main Eud of 
Society, yet we ought not to purchaſe our own Safety or 
Convenience with the Goods that do not belong to us. | 
| REFLECT IO NC | 

The Dog in the Fable acts here the Part of a ſelfiſh 
Man, who will accompany any Afs for the Hope of 
ſharing in his Bread Panniers. But when he finds he 
cannot ſerve himſelf in his ſordid Views, with a ſcornful. 
Sneer he gives up all his pretended Friendſhip. The Aſs 
was an honeſt Creature in this Inſtance, who being intruſted 
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with a Load of Bread, contented himſelf, though as hun- 
gry as the Dog, to feed upon Thiſtles by the Way: ſide, 
rather than betray his Truſt. He would not purchaſe 
the Friendſhip of the Dag upon ſuch Terms; and when 
he ſaw his Danger, and the Dog upon the Point of leay- 
ing him to the Mercy of the Wolf, he nevertheleſs held 
faſt his Integrity, and offer'd not, though for his own 
Safety, to bribe the ſordid Dog with what he himſelf had 
no Right to. | | . 


1 


FAB. 210, 4 WOMAN and DEATH, 


Good Woman was put out of her Wits in a man- 
| A ner, for fear of loſing her Hyſband, The gcod 
Man was fick and given over, and nothing would ſerve 
the Turn, but Death muſt needs take her inſtead of him, 
She call'd and pray'd, and pray d and call'd, till at laſt 
Death preſented himſelf in a horrible Shape at her Elbow. 
She very civilly dropt him a Curtſy: And, Pray, Sir, 
ſays ſhe, do not miſtake yourſelf ; for the Perjon that you 
come for lies in the Bed there. 
5 Mo RAL. | 
It is a common Thing to talk of dying for a Friend; bit 
d awhen it comes to the Puſh once, it is nere Talk; and Self 
| becomes Jo predeminant, that we / ruple not to make the 
moſt valuable Sacrifices, rather than go ourjelyes, if abe 


could help it. | 


"REFLECTION; 

Charity, ſays the Proverb, begins at Home; and when 
all is done, no Man loves a Friend fo well but he loves 
himſelf better. There are no People more ſtartled at 
Death, than thoſe that have gotten a Cuſtom of calling 
for it. Oh that Death would deliver me] ſays one, O0 

- that Death would tate me in the Place of my dear Huſband ! 
ſays another; but when Death comes to preſent him- 
ſelf indeed, and to take them at their Words, the 
good Wife very civilly Ppt the Change upon him, and 
tells him, that the Perſon he comes for lies in the Bed 
there. So the old Man, weary of his Life, when Death 
came at his Call, only wanted to be helped up with his 
Bundle of Sticks. In few Words, to call for Death 

in Jeſt, is vain and fooliſn: To call for it in Earneſt, 
is impious: And to call for it at all, is both rbdicaloss 
15 an 
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and needleſs ; for Death will moſt certainly come at his 
appointed Time, whether he be call'd or no; and that 
generally before he is welcome. 


Fas. 211. 4 WoLF and a SICK As s. 


Wolf made a Viſit to an Aſs, that lay ill of a violent 
Fever, He felt his Pulſe very gingerly : And 
pray, my good Friend, fays he, whereabouts is your 
greateſt Pain? Oh, gently, ſays the Aſs; for it prick, 
me juſt there fill where you lay your Finger | 
nt, Mok Al. | 
The Charity of Death-bcd Viſits, from many Perſons, is much 
a a Rate with that of a Carriom-Crow to a Sheep ; they 
ſmell a Carca/e. 5 
REFLECTION. | 
Sick Biſhops, or benefic'd Clergymen, fick Office- 
holders, ſick Poſſeſſors of Eftates, fick Commiſſioners, c. 
have many ſuch Inquirers after their State of Health, as 
the Wolf in the Fable: And, with the poor dying Afs, 
the afflicted Valetudinarian cannot but find ſuch Compli- 
ments an Aggravation of his Malady ; as he well knows, 
W that his Recovery would be the moſt unacceptable Piece 
of News that could happen to thoſe gaping Expectants. 
| His natural Defires of Life muſt therefore be augmented 
by the Hopes of diſappointing thoſe wolfiſh Inquirers 
after his Health. | 3 
| XF 4.8.:212,. e Di$CONTENTED As,, 
| N Aſs in a hard Winter, wiſh'd for a little warm 
| Weather, and a Mouthful of freſh Graſs to nap 
upon, in Exchange for a heartleſs Truſs of Straw, and a 
cold Lodging. In good Time the warm Weather and 
| the freſh Graſs come on; but fo much Toil and Buſineſs 
LY along with it, that the Aſs grows quickly as ſick of the 
1 Spring as he was of the Winter. He next tongs for 
dummer; and when that comes, finds his Toils and 
- Drudgery greater than in the Spring; and then he fanſies 


he ſhall never be well till Autumn comes: But there again, 
what with carrying Apples, Grapes, Fewel, Winter Pro- 
ions, and ſuch like, he finds himſelf in a greater Hurry 
5 than ever. In ſine, when he has trod the Circle of the 
Lear in a Courſe of reſtleſs Labour, his laſt Prayer is for 
Winter again; and that he may but take up his Neſt 
where he began his Complaint, 
1 7 8 MOR A. 
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166 Esor's FABLEZS. 
0 | Morar. | 

The Life of an unſteady Man runs away in a Courſe of vai; 

Wiſhes, and unprofitable Diſcontent : An unſettled Mind 

cax never be at Reſt, There is no Seaſon without it; 

 Bufrneſs. | 
| REFLECTION. 0 85 

There is no Meaſure to be taken of an unſteady Mind; 
but ſtill it is either too much or too little, too ſoon or tov 
late. The Love of Novelty begets and increaſes the 
Love of Novelty ; and the oftner we change, the more 
dangerous and troubleſome do we find this Itch of Varicty 
to be. The Aſs was ſick of the Winter; ficker yet of 
the Spring; more fick ſtill of the Summer; and fickei 
of all of the Autumn; till he is brought, in the ind, to 
compound for his firit Condition gain; and fo take up 
with that for his Satisfaction, which he reckon'd upon 
before for his Misfortune. „ 

This it is, when fickle and fooliſh People will be 
preſcribing to, and refining upon the wife and gracious 
Appointments of the Maker of the World. They know 
not what they are, and they know not what they vcd 
be, any farther, than that they would not be what 75.y 
are, Let their preſent State in the World be what it 
will, there is fill ſomcthing or other in it that makes 
their Lives weariſome: And they are as peeviſh Com- 
pany to themſelves too, as they are to their Friends and 
Neighbours ; for there is not one Circumſtance in Na- 
ture, but they ſhall find Matters to pick a Quarrel at : 
The preſent is only the Courſe of ſo many Moments into 
Time to come: Were it not better then for People 
at firſt to fit down contentedly in the Poſt where 'Fro- 
vidence has plac'd them, and 70 do their Duty in that 
State of Life, as they are early and excellently taught, 
to which it has pleaſed God to call them, than be forc'd 
to do it at laſt, by the dear-bought Experience of their 
Follies ? : = 

This, however, we ſay, not to bar honeſt Induſtry, 
or a ſober Application to thoſe Studies or Means that 
may probably contribute to the Mending of a Man's 
Fortune; provided that he ſet up his Reſolution beforc- 
hand, not to let himſelf down below the Dignity of 2 
wiſe Man, be the Iſſue of his Endeavours what it will. 
For he that is not content at pre/znt, carries the ſame 
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Weakneſs along with him to the next Remove; and 


whoever either paſſionately covets any Thing that he 


has not, or feels himſelf glutted with a Satiety of what 
he poſſeſſes, has already loſt his Hold: So that, if we 
would be happy, we muſt fix upon ſome Foundation 
that can never deceive us and govern ourſelves by the 
Meaſures of Sobriety and Juſtice. All the reſt is but the 
Aſs's Circulation of more and more Anxiety and 


Trouble. 


FAB. 213. 4 Boar and a Fo x. 


S a Boar was whetting his Teeth againſt a Tree, 
up comes a Fox to him, Pray, what do you 


mean by that? ſays he. I do it, ſays the Boar, to be in 


Readineſs in caſe of an Attack by an Enemy. But, re- 
plies the Fox, I fee no Occaſion for it; for there is no 
Enemy near you. Well, ſays the Boar, but I ſee Occa- 
ſion for it; for when I come once to be ſet upon, it will 


be too late for me to be whetting when I ſhould be 


bohting. > Ng | 
FAB. 214. A WOLF and PORCUPINE, 


Wolf had a Mind to be dealing with a Porcu- 
pine, if he could but get him diſarm'd firſt of his 
Prickles or Quills, which he can dart at his Enemy ; and 
ſo he told the Porcupine, That it did not look well for 
People, in a Time of Peace, to go arm'd, as if they 
were in a State of War. Lay therefore, ſays he, your 
Briſtles aſide; for you may take them up at Pleaſure. 
Do you talk of a State of War ? ſays the Porcupine: 
Why, that's my preſent Caſe, and the very Reaſon why 


| ſhould ſtand to my Arms; for am I not in the Company 
oi a Wolf ? 


Morar of the Two Fables. 


upon Guard, and in Readineſs to encounter an Enemy in 
caſe of War, 

| REFLECTION. 
Tt is a Piece of good Counſel in all the Affairs of 


human Life, to take care of ſecuring ourſelves, that we 
may not be either betray'd or ſurpriz'd, eſpecially by 


the Wolves and Foxes of the World. All the Duties of 


Government and Society; nay, all Offices, civil and 


religious, 
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268 EsOp's FABLES. 
religious, where Prudence, Conſcience, or common 
Faith, are concern'd, have their proper Seaſons. It is 
too late to hinder Miſchief, when. the Opportunity is 
once pait ; and therefore the Timing of Things is a main 

Point in the LViſpatch of all Affairs. There can be no 

- fafe or ſure Peace, where People are not always in 
Readineſs for War; for the common Well-being of Man- 
kind does not ſo much depend upon the Faith of Men 
and of Governments, as upon the temporary and con- 

| tingeat Oc-aſions of breaking the Peace with Advan- 

3 tage. it is not publick Juſtice alone, that can uphold a 

1 Government, without the Aid of Policy and Counſel. 

| Men do naturally :ndulge thoſe Opinions and Practices 

| that favour their Pretenſions; and it is too much to 
ſuperadd powerful Temptations to do wrong, to the 
Force of vicious Inclinations to do it. The Boar's whet- 
ting his Teeth, was only an Act of neceſſary Precaution, 
for fear of the worſt : And the Porcupine d1d wiſely too, 
in keeping himſelf upon his Guard, when the Enemy was 
in View. 

Fag. 215. An TMPERTINENT and PHILOSOPHER. 

A Certain pragmatical, gay, « attering Coxcomb 

would needs make a Viſit to a Philoſopher, He 

Found him alone in his Study, and fell a wondering how 

he could endure to lead ſo ſolitary a Life. Sir, fays the 

Philoſopher, you are exceedingly miſtaken ; for I was in 


very good Company till you came in. 
| MOR AL. 
Nhat the noiſy and moſt numerous Part of the World cali 
good Company, is generally the moſt irkſome and infijid 
Thing in the World to a wiſe Man; a mere Round of Fo!) 
and Impertinence, and woid of any kind of Inffrufion et 
Benefit to a refiefting Mind. How preferable to ſuch a 
Man muſt it be to converſe with the learned Dead, rathi 

than the unedifying and noiſy Living ? | 

| KEFLECT1ON, 

It is one of the moſt vexatious Mortifications, per 
| Haps, of a ſober and ſtudious Man's ſafe, to have hi 
Thoughts diſorder'd, and the Chain of his Reaſon dil 
Compos'd, by the Importunity of a tedious and tmpe! 
tinent Viſit; eſpecially if it be from a Fool of Qualit) 
« where the Station of the Man intitles him to all Re 
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turns of good Manners and Reſpect. The Drift of this 
Fable is to tell us, that good Books and good Thoughts 
are the beſt Company, and that they are miſtaken, Who 
think a wiſe Man can ever be alone. It prepares us 
alſo to expect Interruptions and Diſappointments, and 
to provide for them; but withal to take the beſt Care 
we can to prevent the Plague of ill Company, by avoid- 
ing the Occaſions of it. The Linking of a Man of 
Brains and Honeſty with a lewd, inſipid Companion, is 
effectually the Emblem of that Tyrant, who bound the 


| Living and the Dead together; and yet this is it which 


the Impertinent takes for the Relief of Solitude, and 
that he calls Company. 


FaB6. 216. The SPLENETICE TRAVELLER. 
8 


plenetick and a facetious Man were once upon a 
, Journey: The former went flugging on with a 
5 thouſand Cares and Troubles in his Head, exclaiming 
is over and over, Lord, What ſhall I do to live? The other 
jogg'd merrily away, and left his Matters to Providence 
and good Fortune. Well, Brother, ſays the ſorrowful 
Wight, How can you be fo frolick now? As I am a 
mb Sinner, my Heart's e'en ready to break for fear I ſhould 
He want Bread. Come, come, ſays the other, Fall Back, 


o Fall Edge, I have fixed my Reſolution, and my Mind's at 


the Reft. Ay, but for all that, ſays the other, I have known 
; inthe Confidence of as : reſolute People as yourſelf has de- 

ceiv'd them in the Concluſion ; and fo the poor Man fell 

into another Fit of Doubting and Muſing, till he ſtarted 
callout of it all on a ſudden : Good Sirs! ſays he, What if J 
id ſhould fall blind? And ſo he walked a good Way before 
Folilis Companion with his Eyes ſhut, to try how it would 
n be, if that Misfortune ſhould befal him. In this Interim, 
tis Fellow-Traveller, who follow'd him, found a Purſe 
of Money upon the Way, which rewarded his Truſt in 
Frovidence; whereas the other miſs'd that Encounter as 
Puniſhment of his Diſtruſt; for the Purſe had been his, 
s he went firſt, if he had not put himſelf out of 
ondition of ſeeing it. 5 


n dil . Mo R A. . 4 
mper e that commits himſelf to Providence, is ſure of a Friend 
galitſ i time of Need ; while an anxious Diftruſt of, the 


divine Gooducſs makes a Man more and more unworthy 
* | of 


* 
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of it; and miſerable beforehand, for fear of being ſ- 
 afterwward.. | ; | 
. REFLECTION: 
The two oppoſite Humours of a chearful Truſt in 


Providence, and a ſuſpicious Diffidence of it, with the 


ordinary Effects and Conſequences of the one and the 


other, are very well ſet forth here for our Inſtruction and 


Comfort. The Divine Goodneſs never fails thoſe that 


depend upon it, provided that, according to the Advice | 


of Hercules to the Carter, they put their own Shoulders to 
the Work. | 
The moſt wretched Sort of People under the Sun 
are your Dreamers upon Events, your low-{pirited Forc- 
boders, Suppoſers, and Putters of Caſes : They are ſtill 
calculating within themſelves, What if this or that Ca- 
lamity, Judgment, or Diſaſter, ſhould befal them? And 
ſo they really ſuffer the Evils they dread moſt. It is very 


certain, that what we fear, we feel; beſides that Fancy 
breeds Miſery as naturally as it does the Small-Pox. Set 


a whimſical Head once agog upon Sprights and Gob- 
lins, and he will be ready to ſquirt his Wits at his own 


Shadow. There is no ſurer Remedy for this ſuperſti- 


tious and deſponding Weakneſs, than firſt to govern 
ourſelves by the beſt Improvement of that Reaſon 
which Providence has given us for a Guide; and then, 


when we have done our own Parts, to commit all 


chearfully, for the reſt, to the good Pleaſure of Heaven, 
with Truſt and Reſignation. Why ſhould not I as well 
comfort myſelf with the Hope of 'what may be, as 
torment myſelf with the Fear of it? He that diſtruſts 
God's Providence, does effeQually put himſelf out of his 


Protection. | 
F AB. 217. The undutiful young LION. 


MON other good Counſels that an old experi- 
enced Lion gave to his Whelp, this was one; That 

he ſhould never contend with a Man: For, ſays he, if ever 
ou do, you'll be worſted. The little Lion gave his 
+ ather the Hearing, and kept the Advice in his Thought, 
but it never went near his Heart. When he came t 
be grown up afterward, and in the Flower of hi 
Strength and Vigour, about he ranges to look for ? 


Man to grapple with. In his Ramble he met with 
| | wy 
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Yoke of Oxen, and then with a IIorſe, ſaddled and bri- 
dled, and ſeverally aſked them if they were Men ; but 


they ſaying they were not, he goes after this to one 


that was cleaving of Blocks: D'ye hear? ſays the Lion, 
you ſeem to be a Man. And a Man I am, ſays the 
Fellow. That's well, quoth the Lion, and dare you 
fight with me ? Yes, ſays the Man, I dare: Why, I 
can tear all theſe Blocks to pieces, you fee. Put your 
Feet now into this Gap, where you ſee an Iron Thing 
there, and try what you can do. The Lion preſently 
put his Paws into the Gaping of the Wood, and with one 
luſty Pluck, made it give way, and out drops the Wedge; 
the Wood immediately cloſing upon it, there was th 

Lion caught by the Toes, The Wood: Man Wr e 
upon this raiſes the Country, and the Lion finding what 
a Streight he was in, gave one hearty Twitch, and got 
his Feet out of the Trap, but left his Claws behind him. 
So away he goes back to his Father, all lame and bloody, 
with this Confeſſion in his Mouth; Alas! my dear Fa- 


ther, ſays he, this had never been, iſ 1 had follow'd d your 


Mok aL. 
The Vengeance of Heaven, ſooner or later, treads upon the 
Heels of wil; ul Diſebedience to Parents. 
REFLECTION. 
Children are not to reaſon upon Obedience to Parents, 


kror ines there be nothing in the Command, or in the 


Impoſition, that is ſimply evil; for headſtrong and undu- 
tiful Children ſeldom eſcape a remarkable Puniſhment, 


which gives them Reaſon to ſay to their Parents, This bad 


ever been, if I had folloab'd your Adwice. 


Fas. 218, JUPITER and a FARMER. 


A armer ſupplicated Jupiter, that he might have 
the ordering of the Air and the Seaſons in his 


own Grounds as he thought fit. Jupiter, to puniſh him 
for his Preſumption, granted his Requeſt ; and he had 
Heat and Cold, Calms and Winds, Wet and Dry, as he 
pleas*d : But he order'd the Matter ſo ill, having ſome- 
times too little, and ſometimes too much of the one 
Sort or other, that hardly any thing proſper'd with 
him, and he had ten times worſe Crops than his Neigh- 
bours, tho? he took ten times the Pains that they did: 


Q 2 {0 


172 XA s0P's FABLES. 
ſo that at laſt he was quite tir'd out with changing his 
Seaſons, and watching the Effects thereof Night and Day, 
and petitioned Jupiter to relieve him from his Cares, ar d 
to take back again the Conduct of the Seaſons into his 
own Hands. 
: | MoRaL., 

We ought to make it a Pitition, that in many Cuſes Heaven 
. evould be fo gracious fo us, as not to hear our Prayers; 
for aue are otherwiſe in Danger to be undone by our own 
| FTfPes. 
| REeFLECTYtON. 

There muſt be no preſcribing of Rules to the Divine 
Wiſdom. What a Confuſion would it bring upon Man- 
Eind, if all thoſe People who are unſatisfied with the 


Orbs, the Courſe of the Seaſons, and the providential 
Sunſhine, might be allowed to take the Government into 
Deſires to the Will of Providence, who knows beſt what 


if 1 it granted us what we pray'd for. 


F A B. 219. Joy and SOoRRO w. 
J OY and Sorrow, two Twin-Siſters, once quarrell'd 


vehemently who ſhould have the Preference; and 
being unable to decide the Matter, left it to Minos to 
determine. He try'd all Means to make them agree, 
and go hand in hand together, as loving Siſters ought; 
but finding his Counſel had no Effet upon them, he de- 
creed that they ſhould be link'd together in a Chain; aud 
each of them 1n turn ſhould be perpetually treading upon 
the Heel of the other; and not a Pin matter then, ſays 
) he, which goes foremoſt. 
1 Mon AL. 5 
No Man is to preſume i in Proſperity, or to deſpair in Ad ver— 
ſity ; for good and ill Fortune do as natur wy 2 25 'd Cite 
another, as Day and Night. 
REFLECTION. 

It is the Lot of Mankind to be happy and miſerabe 
by turns. The Wiſdom of Providence will have it fo; 
and it is exceedingly for our Advantage, that fo it ſhould 
be. There is nothing pure and unmix'd under th 

Heavens; 


Motions, Revolutions, and Influences of the celeſtial 
Diſtribution of Heats and Colds, Rain, Froſts, and 
th.ir own Hands ! Our Duty is to confine our Wiſhes and | 


is fitteſt for us; and who would frequently puniſh. us moſt, | 
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Heavens; and if. there were, ſuch an abſtracted Simpli- 
city would be neither nouriſhing nor profitable to us. B 
the Mediation of this Mixture, we have the Comfort of 
Hope to ſupport us in our Diſtreſſes, and the Apprehen- 
fions of a Change, to keep a Check upon us in the very 
Pride of our Greatneſs: So that by this Viciffitude of 
Good and Evil we are kept ſteady in our Philoſophy, and. 
in our Religion. The one minds us of God's Omnipo- 
tence and Juſtice 3 the other, of his Goodneſs and 
Mercy: The one tells us, there is no truſting to our own 
Strength ; the other preaches Faith and Reſignation in the: 
Proſpe& of an over-ruling Providence that takes care of 
us. What 1s it but Sickneſs that gives us a Taſte of 
Health? Bondage, the Reliſh of Liberty? And what 
but the Experience of Want, that enhances the Value of 
Plenty? That which we call Eaſe, is only an Indolency, 
or a Freedom from Pain; and there is no ſuch thing as 
Felicity or Miſery, but by Compariſon. It is very true, 
that Hopes and Fears are the Snares of Life in ſome 
Reſpects, but they are the Reliefs of it in others. Now 
for fear of the worſt however, on either hand every: 
Man has it in his Power, by the Force of natural 
Reaſon, to avoid the Danger of falling either into Pre- 
ſumption or Deſpair. 


CY 


FA B. 220. 4 COUNTRYMAN and an As s. 


A a Countryman, in a Time of War, was grazing 
his Aſs in a Meadow, comes a hot Alarm, that 
the Enemy was juſt at hand. The Man calis preſently ta. 
bis Aſs, in a terrible Fright, to ſcour away as faſt as he 
could : For, ſays he, we ſhall be talen elſe. Well, quoth 
he Aſs, and what if we ſhould be zaken 2 I can but be a: 
slave where-cver I am: ſo that, taten or not. talen, it is 
ill a Caſe to me. 
MoRrat. | 
Men in a Fright,. or alarm'd with the Apprehenſions of ſome” 
imminent Danger to themſelves, often fiy for Succour to 
theje from whom they habe not deſerved any. It is prudent* 
Jo ta behave in our Proſperity, as that we may mate every: 
one our Friend in Times of Adwverſity :. For no one is ex-- 
empted. from the Mutability of Fortune. 
Q 3 


REFLECT-LON>. 


Asop's FABLES. 
RR TESECT1LON; 
This Fable may ſerve to ſhew us, that People in a 
State of Servitude or Oppreſſion have little Encourage- 
ment to exert themſelves either in Favour or Defence 
of their Oppreſlors in Times of Danger. One would 
therefore think, that good Policy and Self-Intereſt ſhbuld 
induce all Governors to ſtudy to make themſelves beloved 
by their Subjects rather than hated ; for when a People 


174 


find their Condition ſo bad, that it cannot well be worſe, 


they will think it an Experiment worth trying, whether 

the Yoke of another Governor will not fit lighter on their 

Shoulders, than that which has galled their Necks for a 

Series of Years. Let the Matter fall out as it wall, as 

they are already Slaves, they can be no worſe, let who 
will be their Maſter, | 


FAB. 221. SEAMEN praying to SAINTS, 
N a terrible Tempeſt at Sea, one Seaman took notice, 
that the reſt of his Fellows were praying ſeverally to 

ſo many Saints, Have a care, my Maſters, ſays he, what 
you do; for what if we ſhould all be drown'd now 
before the Meſſenger can deliver his Errand ? Would it 
not be better, without going ſo far about, to pray to him 
that can ſave us without Help ? | | 

3 Mo RAL. / 

A wiſe Man will take the near:ft and ſureſt Way to obtain his 
End, and commit no Buſineſs of {mportance to a Proxy, where 
he may do it himſelf. | 

„„ WRPLECTION: | 
What needs any Man make his Court to the Servant, 
ſays Sir Roger L'Eſtrange, when his Acceſs is open to the 

Maſter ? And eſpecially when that Maſter 1s as ready to 

v1ve, as the Petitioner to aſk ? 92 
With regard to ſecular Matters, we are told a pleaſant 

Story of one of our Princes, King Charles II. He had 

often obſerv'd a Country Gentleman attending to ſpeak 

with one of his firſt Miniſters; and once paſſing through 
the Apartment where the Gentleman happened to be 
alone, he aſked him his Buſineſs. He told him, That he 
was attending for his Miniſter, as he had often done, for 
ſach a Poſt in his Majeſty's Gift. 'The King aſked him, 

What he was to give for it to the Miniſter ? He faid 

1000 Il. The King humerouſly told him, He ſhould 

nt | have 
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have it, and bid him give him 5007. and keep t'other 
500 J. himſelf ; and if he or his Friends wanted any more 
ſuch Bargains, he might apply to him/elf directly, and be 
ſerv'd at half Price. N c 


FAB. 222. IMPRACTICABLE LEAGUE. 


| H E Beaſts enter'd into a League with the Fiſhes 
againſt the Birds. 'The War was declar'd ; but 
the Fiſhes, inſtead of their Poza, ſend their Excuſe, 
That they were not able to march by Land, 
Moral. 


T here is no contracting of Alliances wvith theſe who are out of 
Poſſibility of aſſiſting in a Time of Need. And thoſe Con- 


tracts are void in themſelves, that pretend to oblige us 

_ againſt Nature. | 
REFLECTION. | 

In all Contracts, whether of publick Alliance and 


Commerce, or particular Friendihip, there muſt a Re- 


gard be had to reciprocal Aid and Affiſtance, in caſe of 


any Diſtreſs; ſo that all the Circumſtances of Ability, 
Diſpoſition, Situation, Intereſt, c. mult be taken into 
Thought, and rightly underſtood before the Bargain be 
ſtruck. We have ſeen an Inſtance ſomething like this 
in our Time: The Ry/ians engage to aſſiſt the Emperor 
with 20,000 Men againſt the common Enemy the Turks + 
The Kingdom of Poland, a Neuter in the War, lies be- 
tween the two high Contractors, and the Poles refuſe the 
Ruſſians a Paſſage thro? their Territories to join the Em- 
peror. Should not this have been thought of and pro- 


vided againſt, before the Emperor engaged in that War 


at the Inſtigation of Raſſia? 


FAB. 223. AGE #9 be Honour d. 


Pert and inconſiderate young Man happen'd to meet 


an old Man, whoſe Age and Infirmity had brought 
his Body almoſt to the Shape of a bent Bow. Pray, Fa- 


ther, ſays he, will you ſell your Bow ? Save your Money,, 

you Fool, ſays the other ; for wh-n you come to my 

Years, you ſhall have ſuch a Bow for nothing. | 
| | MoR AL. | 

There cannot be a greater Fully and Impertinence, than that 


175 


of young Men /coffing at the Infirmities of Age, which 
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| cannot be avoided but by dying young ; and ſuch may be 

aid, not to deſerce to live to long Life. | 

_— - | REFLECTION 

We are all born to die, and it is every jot as certain 

that we ſhall go out of the World, as that we are already 
come into it; we are helpleſs in Infancy, ungovernable 
in Youth ; our Strength and Vigour ſcarce outlaſt a 
Morning Sun ; our Infirmities haſten upon us as our 
Years advance, and we grow as helpleſs in our old Age 
as in our Infancy : What then have the beſt of us to boaſt 
of ? Even Time and human Frailty alone will bring us 
to our End without the Help of any Accidents or Diftem- 
pers; ſo that our Decays are as much the Works of 
Nature, as the firſt Principles of our Being ; and the 
young Man's Conceit of the crooked Bow here, 1s no bet- 
ter than an irreverent Way of making Sport with the 


Courſe of Providence; beſides ſhewing the Folly of {coff- 


Ing at that in another, which he himſelf was ſure to come 
to at laſt, or worſe. 


FA B. 224. A BEAR and BEES. 


Bear was ſo enrag'd at the Stinging of a Bee, that 


3 A he ran like mad into the Bee-Garden, and over- 
turn'd all the Hives in Revenge. This Outrage brought 
them out in Troops upon him ; and when he was almoſt 
tung to Death, he came to bethink himſelf, how much 
more adviſeable it had been to paſs over One Injury, 

than by an unprofitable Paſſion to provoke a Thouſand. 

| MoRaL. | 

E is better to paſs over an Aﬀront from one Scound!«l, 
than to draw the whole Herd of the Mobile about a Man's 

Ears. | | 

RzFbECTION. 

We are to learn from hence the Folly of an impotent 
and inconſiderate Anger; and that there is no Creature 
ſo contemptible, but by the Help of Reſolution, and of 
Numbers, it may gain its Point. The Heat and Thirſt 


of Revenge does but hurry People from leſs Miſchiet: 
to greater: as One haſty Word or Blow brings on a 
Thouſand, There is no oppoſing the Torrent of a 
headſtrong Multitude; for Rage and Deſpair give 


Courage to the moſt inconſiderable and the moſt ſear- 
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fal of Creatures, Had it not been better for the Bear 
to have paſſed over the Aﬀront of one ſpiteiul Bee, than 


to provoke and draw upon himſelf the Outrage of a 
Thouſand ? 


F AB. 225. HUNTSMAN and CURRIER. 


Huntſman told a Currier, That he ſhould go out 
next Day and kill a Bear, and he would fell him 

the Skin. The Currier agreed to pay him his Price, 
and went out next Day with tne Huntſman to the 
Chace; and mounted a Tree, where he might ſce the 
Sport. The Huntiman advanc'd very bravely up to the 
Den where the Bear lay, and threw in his Dogs upon 
him. He ruſhed cut immediately, and the Man miſſing 
his Aim, the Bear overturn'd him. So the Fellow held 
his Breath, and lay ſtone-ſtill, as if he were dead. The 

Bear ſnuffled, and ſmelt to him, and took him for a 

Carcaſe, and ſo left him. When the Bear was gone, and 

the Danger over, down comes the Currier from the Tree, 

and bad the Huntiman rife. Hark ye, my Friend, ſays 
the Currier, the Bear whiſper'd ſomewhat in your Ear: 

What was it, I pr'ythee? Oh, ſays the Huntſman, he 

bad me have a care for the future, to make ſure of the 

Bear, before I ſell his Skin. | 
| MoR A. 

Let no Man undertake for what is cut of his Poaver; or 
there is no depending upon Uncertainties, or upon what à 
To-merrow may bring foi th. 

REFLECTION. | 

In the Days of Stock-jobbing many ſuch a Bargain as 
this has been ſtruck, and it is from this Fable probably, 
that ſuch were called Bears and Bulls. 

To make a ſerious Application of this Apologue, we 
may obſerve, with Sir Roger L'Etrange, that it is much 
at this rate that we wretched Mortals make all our Bar- 
gains: We give our Time, Study, Intereſt, and Liberty; 
and, in ſhort, part with all that is precious, not only upon 
Uncertainties, but for Things we can never obtain: 
And have only this cruel Reflection left us, when it is too 
late, That we ought to have built our Hopes and Ex- 
pectations on a more ſolid and durable Foundation. 


Fas. 
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Fas. 226. No Pleaſing EvERY-Bobpry,. 


AN old Man and a little Boy were driving an Aſs | 
before them to the next Market to fell, Why, | 
have you no more Wit, ſays one to the Man upon the | 
Way, than you and your Son to trudge it a foot, and let 
the Aſs go light? So the Man ſet the Boy upon the Aſs, | 


and footed it himſelf. Why, Sirrah, ſays another after 


this, to the Boy, You lazy Rogue you, muſt you ride, | 
and let your antient Father go a-foot ? The Man, upon | 
this, took down his Boy, and got up himſelf. D'ye ſee, | 
ſays a third, how the lazy old Knave rides himſelf, and | 
the poor little Child has much ado to creep after him |! | 
The Father, upon this, took up his Son behind him. 
The next they met, aſk'd the old Man, whether the A6 
were his own or no? He ſaid, Yes. 'Troth, there's little | 
Sign of it, ſays the other, by your loading him thus. 
Well, fays the Fellow to himſelf, What am I to do now ? | 
For Iam laugh'd at, if either the Aſs be light, or if one 
of us rides, or both; and ſo, in the Concluſion, he bound 
the Aſs's Legs together with a Cord, and they try'd to carry 
him to Market with a Pole upon their Shoulders betwixt 
them. This was Sport to Every-Body that ſaw it, inſo- 


much that the old Fellow in great Wrath threw down the 
Aſs into a River, and ſo went his Way home again. The 
good Man, in fine, was willing to pleaſe Every-Body, but 
had the i!l Fortune to pleaſe No-Body, and loſt his Ais 
into the Bargain. g 
MoR AL. 
He that reſolves not to go to Bed till all the Werld is pleas d, 
ſhall be troubled avith the Head. ach. 

"REELECTION: 

No Man can be either happy or ſecure, that governs 
himſelf by the Humour and Opinion of others. It is a 
Thing utterly impoſlible to pleaſe All: And none but 
a mad Man will endeavour it. What then has a wiſe 
Man to do in this Caſe, but to diftinguiſh what is right 
and fit, and then act up to the Dictates of a good Con- 
ſcience, and not value what the World ſays of him, or 
his Actions? It is true, a prudent. Man, ſhould, if he 
can fairly and honeſtly, endeavour to gain every-body's 
good Word ; and ought to avoid making himſelf Ene- 
mies, or to give juſt Grounds to the buſy mg of 

others; 
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Esor's FABLES, 
others: But, after all, as it is impoſſible to pleaſe every 
one, he muſt judge for himſelf; for it is by his own 
Actions, and his own Judgment, that he muſt ſtand or 
fall. We have given the above Fable, in the very Words 
of Sir Roger, becauſe it is ſo well penn'd, that it cannot 
be either mended or abridg'd, though we have taken ſome 
Liberty in the Reflection upon it; and, we preſume to 
think, not for the worſe. 


Jupp TTR R's Two Wallets. 


HEN Jupiten firſt made Man, he gave him Two 
Satchels, one for his Neighbour's Faults, which 


he directed ſhould be thrown behind him; the other 


Fas. 227; 


for his own, which he order'd him fo carry always in 
But the new-made Man perverſely 


View before him. 
inverted the Direction; for he threw his own behind, 
and carry'd his Neighbour” s before him; and ſo became 
quick-ſighted to his Neighbour's F gs and blind to 
his own. 
MoRaAL. 

Every Man living is partial in his own Caſe ; 10 t is 

the Humour of "Mankind to have our Neighbour's Faults 


alaways in our Eyes, and to caſt our own over our Showlder , 


out of Sight. 
| REFLECTION. 

We are here admoniſh'd of a double F ault ; Want of 
Charity and Juſtice towards others, and Want of a Chriſ- 
tian Scrutiny and Examination into ourſelves : So that 


here is the Sin of Detraction, in making other People 


worſe than they are; and the Sin of Pride and Hypo- 
criſy, in boaſting ourſelves to be better. 

We live like Spendthrifts, that know themſelves to be 
deſperately in Debt, and dare not look into their Accounts 
to ſee how the Reckoning ſtands. Nay it is the Caſe of 
too many of us, that we keep no Books neither; or at 
the beſt, do not know where. to find them. Self-Love.is 
511 attended with a Contempt of others, and a common 
Miſtake of Matters at Home as well as Abroad; for we 
keep Regiſters of our Neighbours Faults, and none of 
their good Deeds; and no Memorials all this while of 
what we do amiſs ourfelves; J am not as this Publican, is 


the very 'Top of our Righteouſneſs, 
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Thus goes the World, and a lewd Practice it is, for 


one Man to value himſelf upon the Wickedneſs of an- 


other: But the worſt of all is yet behind; that is to ſay, 


to think ourſelves ſafe, ſo long as we keep our Iniquities 
from the Knowledge of Men, and out of our own View 


and Memory, without any Awe of that Juſtice which ne- 


ver ſleeps, and of that Ail-ſeeing Eye and Wiſdom which 


obſerves all our Miſdoings, and from which nothing can 


be hid. L FF; | 
FAB. 228, A MERCHANT and MARINER. 


1 at Sea aſk'd the Ship's Maſter, What | 


Death his Father dy'd ? He told him, that his Fa- 


ther, his Grandfather, and his Great Grandfather, were | 
all drown'd. Well, ſays the Merchant, and are not you | 
yourſelf afraid of being drown'd too ? Pray, ſays the 
Skipper, What Death did your Father, Grandfather, and | 


Great Grandfather die? Why, they dy'd all in their Beds, 
ſays the Merchant. Very good, ſays the Skipper ; and why 


ſhould I be any more afraid of going to Sea, than you are | 


of going to Bed ? 
i Mo RAL. 


He that troubles his Head with drawing ſrightful Cons | 


quences from mere Contingencies, ſhall never be. at Rest: 


Aud this is farther to mind us, that in an honeſt Coufſe f 


Life, aus are not to fear Death. 
REFLECTION. 
It is much in our own Power, ſays Sir Roger L* Eftrange, 
how to live; but not at all, when or how to die : $0 
that our Part is only to ſubmit to Providence, and to 


© bid Death Welcome at what Time, and in what Place 


or Manner ſoever it ſhall pleaſe God to ſend it. The 


Reaſon and the Doctrine of this Fable are clear, ſtrong, 
and edifying : We are either not to fear Death at al, 


or to fear it every Moment of our Lives; nay, and in 
all- the Forms that ever it appear'd in ; which will px 
us to ſuch a ſtand, that we ſhall not dare even to lie 
for fear of dying. We mult neither eat, nor drink, nor 
breathe, nor ſleep, if we come once to boggle at Prece- 
dents, and at the doing of thoſe things over again, that 
ever any Man dy'd of before. There is not one Inſtant 


of Life, in fine, but may be our laſt ; beſides that we live 
not only in the daily Danger of Death, but in a continual 
EO | Certainty 
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Certainty of it: So that the Queſtion is not How, or of 


What, this or that Man died, but the inevitable Fate 
and Mortality of Mankind. One Man dies in his Bed, 
another at Sea, a third in the Field ; this Man of one 
Accident or Diſtemper, that of another: And what is 
there more in all this now, than ſo many ſeveral Ways to 
the ſame Journey's End? There is no ſuch Preſervative 
againſt the Fear of Death, as the Conſcience of a good 


Life; and if we would have it ca, we muſt make the 


Thought of it fami/iar to us. 


FAB. 229. EAGLE, CAT, and Sow. 


N Eagle, a Cat, and a Sow, bred in a Wood to- 
gether. The Eagle timber'd upon the Top of an 
high Oak; the Cat kitten'd in the hollow Trunk of it; 


and the Sow lay pigging at the Bottom. The Cat, ſet 


upon Miſchief, went with her Tale to the Eagle: Vour 
Majeſty had beſt look to yourſelf, ſays Puſs; for there 
is moſt certainly a Plot againſt you, and, perchance, upon 


poor me too; for yonder's a Sow lies grubbing every 


Day at the Root of this Tree; ſhe'll bring it down at 
laſt, and then your little ones and mine are all at Mercy. 


So ſoon as ever ſhe had hammer'd a Jealouſy into the 


Head of the Eagle, away to the Sow ſhe goes: Little 


do you think, ſays ſhe, what Danger your Litter is in; 


there's an Eagle watching conftantly upon this Tree to 


make a Prey of your Pigs, and fo ſoon as ever you are 


out of the Way, ſhe wiel certainly execute her Deſign. 
The Cat, upon this, goes preſently to her Kittens again, 
keeping herſelf upon her Guard all Day, as if ſhe were 


afraid, and ſteals out ſtill at Night to provide for her 


Family. In one Word, the Eagle durſt not ſtir for fear 
of the Snow; and the Sow durſt not budge for fear of the 
Eagle : So that they kept themſelves upon their Guard 
till they were ſtarved, and left the Care of their Children 
to Puſs and her Kittens. 


MoR AI. 


There can be no Peace in any State or Family where N hiſgerers 


and T ale-bearers are encouraged. 
REFLECTION. 
Buſy-bodies and Intermeddlers are a dangerous Sort 
of People to have to do withal ; for there is no Miſchief 
tat may not be wrought o the Craft and Manage of 
| Be | 4 
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a double Tongue, with a fooliſh Credulity to work upon. 
There is hardly a greater Peſt to Government, to Conver- 


ſation, to the Peace of Societies, Relations, and Families, 


than officious Tale-bearers, and buſy Intermeddlers. Theſe 
Fi ane are enough to ſet Mankind together by the 
Ears ; they live upon Calumny and Slander, and cover 
themſelves too under the Seal of Secrecy and Friendſhip : 
'Theſe are the People who et their Neighbours Houſes 

on Fire to roaſt their own Eggs. The Sin of 'Traducing 
is diabolical, according to the very Letter; and if the 
Office be artificially managed, it is enough to put the 
whole World into a Flame, and nobody the wiſer which 
Way it came. The Miſchief may be promoted, by 
miſrepreſenting, miſunderſtanding, or miſinterpreting, 
our Neighbour's Thoughts, Words, and Deeds ; and no 
Wound ſo mortal, as that where the Poiſon works under 
a Pretence of .Kindneſs : Nay, there are Ways of Com- 
mendation, and Inſinuations of Affection and Eſteem, 
that kill a Man as ſure as a Bullet. This Practice is the 
Bane of Truſt and Confidence; and it is as — yp 
in the Intrigues of Courts and States, as in the moſt or- 
dinary Accidents of Life. It is enough to break the 
Neck of all honeſt Purpoſes, to ſtifle all generous and 
publick-ſpirited Motions, and to ſuppreſs all honourable 
Inclinations in the very Conception. But, next to the 

Practice of theſe lewd Offices, deliver all honeſt Men, ſay 
I, from lying at the Mercy of thoſe that encourage and 
entertain them. 


F A B. 230. A Rus TIC and a RIVER, 


id Ruſtic ſent to Market, with Butter and 
| lege by the good old Woman his Mother, made 
a Stop at a River in the Way, and laid himſelf down upon 
the Bank, in Expectation that it would ſoon run go 
About Midnight, home he goes to his Mother, with a 
his Market-Trade, back again. Why, how now, 2 
ſays ſhe, what have we here to do? Why, Mother, ays 
the Booby, yonder's a ſcurvy River that has been he ang. 
all this Day, and I ftaid till juſt now for the running 0 
tt out, and there it is running ſtill ! 
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Talons, which make it Death to diſpute it. 


MORA L. 


We are not to eæpect, that Nature will change her Courſe 2 | 
to accommodate us, or to gratify the oy Freak of ew-1y 


| Jantaſtical Humour. 
REFLECTION. 


This -ſhews us the Miſchief and the Danger of Pro- 


craſtination. The Slothful and Irreſolute ſlip their Op- 
portunities in the very ExpeCation of them. Some 
People are ſo unreaſonably lazy, as to expect, that Na- 
ture ſhould rather go out of her Courſe and Way for 


their ſakes, than they put themſelves to the Trouble of 


moving one Step cut of their own Way, for the ſake of 
Buſineſs. They will rather wait the running of the 
River cry, than take Pains to look about for a Bridge, 
or a Ford. They never conſider, that Nature is a per- 
petual Motion, and that the Work of the Univerſe cir- 
culates without any Interval or Repoſe. Why ſhould not 


the Sun ſleep in the Firmament, or ſtand Kill, to attend 


our Affairs, as well as the Rivers ſtop their Courſes , to 
give us Paſlage ? 


| FAB. 231, 75. litres EAGLE, 
. was once put to the Queſtion among the Birds, which 


of them was the greateſt Beauty. The Eagle gave 


her Voice for herſelf, and carry'd it: Ves, ſays a diſap- 
pointed Peacock, in a ſoft Voice, by the bye, you are 
a great Beauty indeed! but it lies in your Beak and your 


Mo RAL. 


The Veneration that is uſually paid to great and * 
Men, wha at the ſame time are not good Men, is but from 


the Teeth outward ; and more out of Fear or TROGY 


than Love. 
REFLECTION. 
The whole World, and the Buſineſs of it, is managed 
by Flattery, Fear, or Self. intereſt. Power, in ſhort, is 


Beauty, Wit, Courage, and all good 'T wings in one, 
where Slaves and Paraſites are Judges, 


Fas. 232. An imprudent younT LANDLORD. 


Fooliſh Heir, that was juſt come to the Poſſeſſion 

of a wiſe Man's Eſtate, caus'd all the Buſhes and 

Hedges about his Vineyard to be grubb'd up, becauſe 
R 
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they brought him no Grapes. The throwing down ot 


b. this Hedge laid his Ground open to Man and Beaſt, and 
all his Plants were preſently deſtroyed, My fimple young 


Maſter came now to be convinced of his Folly, in taking 
away the Guard that preſerved his Vines, and in expecting 
Grapes from Brambles. | 
3 | Mor AT. oy 
There needs as much Care and. {uduſtry to the prejerving of 

Things, as there does to the acquiring of them ; and the 

Centinel is as neceſſary to the common Safety, as he that 

fights the Battle. 

| REFLECTION. . 

This Parable of the Hedge and the Vineyard may be 
aptly enough expounded of the Laws that ſecure a civil 
Community. 80 long as the Incloſure is kept up and 
maintained, the Peace and the Order of the Public 
are provided for; but if it be ſuffered by Neglect, either 
to fall to Decay, or to be overborne by Violence, and 
laid in common, the Beaſts of the Foreſt break into it, 


and of a Vineyard it becomes a Wilderneſs, So in other 


_ Cafes, outward Reſpect to Tutors, Parents, and Govern- 


ors, may be conſidered as the Fence which 1s to be kept | 


up inviolate ; for if once undue Familiarity is ſuffer'd to 
break in upon the requiſite Diſtinctions due from the Go- 
verned to the Governors, Contempt will be the neceſſary 
' Conſequence, and there will be an End ef all Order, 
Decorum, and Improvement. 


F A B. 233. A BULL and a GNarT, 


M Grat that had placed himſelf upon the Horn of a 
I Bull, very civilly begged the Bull's Pardon for the 
Liberty he took; but rather than incommode you, ſays 
he, by my Weight, I'll remove. Oh, never trouble 
your Head for that, ſays the Bull; for I never felt you 
when you ſat down, and I ſhan't miſs you when you riſe. 

15 | | Mo x AL. . 

De Vanity of this Fly ſtrikes at an Humour that ewe meet 
evith every Dav in the World, in an hundred trifling idl: 
People, that will be ſtill making themſelves more conſider. 

able than they are. | 

| Ke, REFLECTION, | 

All frivolous and impertinent Pretenſions of Civility 

gare ſtruck at in this Fable; and they well deſerve to be 

corrected ; 
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corrected 3 for it is certainly one of the moſt nauſeous 
Mortifications under the Sun, for a Man of Senſe and 
Buſineſs to have to do with a preciſe, finical Fop, who, 
too too mannerly, does every. Thing, forſooth, by Rule 
and Compaſs: E eciall it it happen that his Quality, 
Relation 5 or Kan t „ intitles him to outward Reſpect 
and Forbearance. | 


— 


FA B. 234. TRAVELLER and GRASS HOPPE RS. 


Petulant Traveller one ſultry Day, as he rode along, 
was ſo offended with the Noiſe of Graſshoppers in 
his Ears, that in great Wrath, he alighted from his 
Horſe to kill them all. He fell a ſtamping upon ſome, 
and whipping at others, as long as the Day laſted; and 
by that Time had fo fatigued himſelf, that he was forced 
to tie his Horſe to a Tree, and lie down among the ſtill- 
chirping Inſects, with whoſe Noiſe he had been ſo 
grieyouſly offended. 
Mn 
Petalant and fretful Men vill be uneaſy at the moſt trifling 
Accidents ; as the peewiſh Traveller here quarrelled even 
at the Effects of that Summer Sun, awhich enlivened all 
vegetable Nature, and made Birds, Beaſts, and Inſets, 
down to the very Graſshopper, rejoice. 
REFLECTION. 
To take the Fable in a fill more ſerious and general 


Light, we may conſider the ſeveral Stages of human Life, 


as but one continued Journey towards Eternity : In which 
we too often ſuffer very trifling Matters to put us beſide 
our Duty, Every little Incident, in ſhort, diverts us 
from that great Work which ought moſt to employ our 
Thoughts; and when we ſhould be attending the Duties. 
of reaſonable Beings, we are frequently carried away by 
our headftrong Paſſions, like Spaniels, which run out at 
Check after Daws and Crows, without ever heeding their 
proper Game. 


FAB. 235. An EAGLE and RABBETS. 


A Eagle drew a Neſt of Rabbets, and carry'd 
them away to her Young. The Mother-Rabbet 


adjured her, in the Name of all thoſe Powers that take 


care of the Innocent and Oppreſſed, to have Compaſ- 
ion upon her miſerable Children: But ſhe, in an Out- 
| 8 „„ - 
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1386 Esor's FABLES: 
rage of Pride and Indignation, tears them preſently to 
Pieces. All the Rabbets upon this made a common 
Cauſe of it, and fell to underminining the Tree where 
the Eagle timber'd, which on the firſt Blaſt of Wind {ell 
flat to the Ground, Neſt, and Eagles, and all. Some 
” of them were killed by the Fall, the reſt were devour'd 
by Birds and Beaſts of Prey, in Sight of the injured 
Mother Rabbet. LS | 
R Moxr AL. 
It is highly imprudent, even in the greateſt of Men, un- 
 meceſſarily to provoke the meant, when the Pride of 
Pharaoh himfelf was brought down by miſerable Frogs 
and Lice, 

* REF L E CT ION. 

The moſt inconſiderate of Creatures may at ſome time 
or other, by ſome means or other, come to revenge itſelf 
upon the greateſt ; not by its own Force ſo much, as 
by the working of Divine Juſtice, that will not ſuffer 
Oppreſſion to paſs unpuniſhed. In Caſes of powerful 
Injuftice, the Greateſt are not to preſume, nor the Meaneſt 
to deſpair. | 5 

Here is Power triumphing over Weakneſs; a criminal 
Cruelty over helpleſs Innocence; and that Cruelty inex- 
orable too, and deaf to the Tears, Supplications, and 

 Importunities of a tender Mother, on the behalf of ber 
Children. Now, for the humbling of this unmerciful 
Pride in the Eagle, Providence has found out a Way, 
even by the moſt deſpicable of Means and Creatures, to 
the Wreaking of a Revenge : which ſhews likewiſe, that 
Heaven takes the Cauſe of the Weak arid the Guiltleſs 
into' a particular Care, and that Vengeance generally 
treads upon the Heels of Oppreſſion. 7 


FAB. 236. PATRI DS ES and SETTING-Dos. 


Covey of Patridges in Fear of Poachers, made In- 

tereſt with a Setting-Dog to engage all others of 

his Species to do them Acts of Friendſhip. He under- 
took upon his Honour, that not a Dog of his Kind 
ſhould hurt them: For, ſays he, we are reſolved, ſo 
ſoon as ever we have any of your People in the Wind, 
to fall down flat upon the Ground, and look another 
Way, without advancing one Step further. Some few 
Days after, the Covey happend to ſpy this very 2 
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abroad with his Maſter a. Setting. The Dog ſtopt all of 
a ſudden, and made his Point, and the poor Birds were 
overjoyed to ſee the Cur ſo true to his Articles: But they 

did not conſider, that the ſame Signal ſerved the Falconer, UW 
as well as the Patridges, who, drawing his Net over them,  \} 
took the whole Covey. i | | = 
OE Mora Ll. WET bs 
This is the Way of the World, and a great Part of the Bu- 

fineſs of it too. The Knawes impiſe upon the Fools, and 

the Weater are a Prey to the Stronger. 

-NEELECTIO.N. N 

Innocent Men, who, knowing no Guile, ſuſpect none, 
are often drawn into Snares by artful and deſigning 
Sharpers. The Viſdom of the Serpent is too ſeldom mix d 
with the Harmleſſneſs of the Dove; and it ought to be a 
general Rule with a guileleſs Man to ruff les, and 4 
more, than ſuch generally do; at leaſt not to ground ſo 
much Confidence in an untry'd Pretender to Friendſhip, 
as may ſubject him to ruinous and fatal Conſequences to 
either his Perſon or Fortune, in caſe of Miſtake. Never- 
theleſs a Man in Charity ſhould hope the beſt of every 
one; but then he ſhould only hege, and not confide ſo 
much as may make a Miſtake irretrievable. Indeed, 


| Men who are indiſcriminately jealous of the Honeſty of 

y others, and who are naturally ſuſpicious, are too generally 

1 bad themſelves; for, knowing the Corruptneſs of their 

; own Minds, they think every one like themſelves : But 

0 yet there is a prudent Caution to be had; and a Man who 
it has large Profeſſions made him of Service and Love, may 

(s 


very well ſay to himſelf; I have no Reaſon to doubt the 1 {4 
y Profeſſions of my Friend, and I will hope he ſincerely 1 | 
| means what he ſays : But, as wiſer Men than I have L 
been deceived and cheated by Perſons from whom they 
leaſt expected bad Uſage, I will not wholly lay myſelf in 
his Power, and throw off intirely the Guard of honeſt 
Prudence; but will rather have my Eye on what pet 
r- may be, than what I think probably will be : And by this 

means I ſhall not only preſerve my/elf but alſo my Friend, 
ſo Thus will a wiſe Man reaſon, and thus, ſtill keeping his 


Charity, will he act. 


{ 
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FAB. 237. A LAM E Man and a BLIND. 


A Blind Man and a lame Man, who were Neighbours, 
had Occaſtons which called them to the ſame Place, 
ſome Miles Dittance from their Habitations ; and agreed 
to anſwer the common End, the blind Man by finding 
Legs and Shoulders to carry the Lame, who, having his 
Sight, could direct the other which Way to go. By this 
means they comfortably ſupply'd each other's Defect, 
and ſafely got to their Journey's End, and home again 
when their Buſineſs was done, 


MOR AL. 


Prowidence has /o <vi/ely ordered Matters in this Life, that 


eve may be ſerviceable to one another in almoſt ewery 
Snſtance of it. | | 
REFLECTION. 


The whole Race of Mankind are but fo many Mem- 
bers of the ſame Body; and in contributing to the Eaſe 
and Convenience of each other we are not only ſer- 
viceable to the Whole, but kind to ourſelves. Every 
Man living has his Imperfections and Defects, like the 
Blind and the Lame in this Fable; © that the helping 

of one another is as well an Office of Expedience as 
Virtue, What one Man wants, another ſupplies ; and 
the mutual Need we have of one another is the very Band 
of human Society. Without theſe Failings there would 
bs neither Friendſhips nor Company; fo that it is our 
Intereſt to be both charitable and ſociable, when our very 


Wants and Neceſſities are converted by Providence into 


Bleſſings. | | 
Fa B. 238. The three pretended PENITENTS. 


| Wolf, a Fox, and an Aſs, had got once into a ſtrong 


Fit of Repentance for all the Evils they had com- 


mitted, and were reſolved to confeſs their Sins to one 


another. | | 

I do confeſs ſays the Wolf, that once in hot Blood I 
killed a goodly fat Sow : Indeed ſhe deſerved it ; for the 
unnatural Brute had twelve Pigs, which ſhe left ſtarving 
in the Sty, while ſhe was ſtuffing her Guts with Acorns 
in a neighbouring Wood: And when the Dam was 
dead, it was the greateſt Charity in the World, as I then 
"thought, to put the poor Pigs out of their Pain; and 
| upon 
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upon that Conſideration only, I diſpatched them likewiſe. 
This ſays the Wolf, with Tears in bis Eyes, I did, 
more's my Grief. Comfort thy render Heart, honeſt I/ 
grim, ſays the Fox; for thou hadſt a good Intention in 
puniſhing the Sow for leaving her Young, and no leſs 
afterwards in putting an End to the Miſery of the poor 
motherleſs Pigs. I | 

For my Part, ſays the Fox, I have been a wicked Sins 


ner truly; for, among other Depredations, I once ſeized 


upon a ſtately Cock, as he was crowing among his 
Miſtreſſes, and ſnapt his Head off. Indeed he provoked 
me to it by his unſufferable Inſolence and Noiſineſs; for 
he was always ftrutting, crowing, and making ſuch a 
Diſturbance, that not one of his Neighbours could ſleep 


for him. But, what added to my Fault, if a Fault it 
was, the fooliſh Hens made ſuch a Cackling and Scream- 


ing, that, in my own Defence, Jupiter forgive me! I 
was forced to ſerve them with the {ame Sawce. And then 


be likewiſe ſet up a Howl of Lamentation for his Miſdeeds. 


Peace, Peace, good Reynard, ſays the Wolf; I don't fee 


but you did Juſtice upon the raſcally Cock; and what 


you did by the Hens, as you ſay, was in your own De- 


tence ; and, for my Part, I can't fee how an honeft Fox 
could do otherwiſe, N 


Thus the Wolf and the Fox, Wolf and Fox-like, ac- 
gone each other. The Aſs's Confeſſion came next. I 


o confeſs ſays he, that I nabbled a little Straw out 


of the Saddle of my Maſter, who was a Groom, and the 
Man got Cold upon it: But I was ready to ſtarve for 


Hunger: Pray deal mercifully by me, Doſt zhou talk 


of Mercy, cry'd the Wolf? Why, it might have coſt the 
Man his Life, Villain as thou art! Very true, ſays the 
Fox, I never knew a more flagrant Wickedneſs in my 


Life! 


© TY PRES 5 

When Highwaymen and Robbers it in Judgment upon one 
another”s Wickedneſs, ſuch Determination may be expected 
as the Wolf and the Fox pronounced upon each other's 
Crimes; while the poor Aſs, that fell into their Clutches, 
abith a thouſand times thiir Innocence, wvas ſure to 
be made a Victim to their predetermin'd Malice and Sel. 


fiſhes. | 


. RE F ILE c- 


N And ſo they. both fell on, and tore the 0 
miſerable Aſs in Pieces. — 
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CC REFLECTION. 
„Taue pretended Unnaturalneſs of the Sow in leaving 
her Young; though ſhe was in Search of Food to increaſe 


her Milk for their Suſtenance ; the Wolf's deſtroying of 
the Pigs afterwards, under Pretence of putting them 
out of their Pain; the Fox's killing the Cock for being 
_ troubleſome. to the Neighbours, and the Hens after- 
Wards under Pretence of Self-defence ; were wretched 
Excuſes and Palliations, that would acquit a Wolf to a 
Fox, and a Fox to a Wolf, only ; but muft aggravate the 
Villainy and Hypocriſy of the Criminals to an all-ſeeing 
Eye, whoſe Penetration cannot be eluded by ſuch cobweb 
Pretences. Upon the Whole, this Fable carries a ſevere 
Reflection upon the Generality of wretched Mortals, who, 
even under the ftrong Senſe and Conviction of their Sins, 
ſeek to palliate and extenuate them, as the Wolf and Fox 
did: The Sow, ſays the Wolf, I deſtroyed ; but it was 
in hot Blood. So, ſays the Sinner, I have been guilty of 
ſuch and ſuch a ſenſual Act; but it was in the Heat of 
Youth, when Paſſion run ſtrong, and all Mankind, more 
or leſs, are carry'd away by their Appetites. And as the 
| Wolf and the Fox could fo eaſily acquit themſelves of the 
_ moſt heinous Tranſgreſſions, and without Mercy fall upon 
the Aſs, and tear him in Pieces, for a ſmall Fault, which, 
too, was owing to hungry Necefiity ; ſo many Men paſs 
lightly over their own enormous Crimes, and without 
Compaſſion tear in Pieces the Reputation of a poor 
Neighbour, not half ſo wicked as themſelves ; or, in other 
Ciaaſes, proſecute neceſſitous Wretches with unrelenting 
Vengeance, for Faults. not near the Size of their own. 
But let ſuch who will not forgive as they hope to be for- 
giwen, expect a dreadful Retribution at the great Day, 
when their partial Pleas will not be able to hold before a 
- Tighteous and unerring Tribunal, and when they may ex- 
pect, that the Mea/ure they have meted to others, o be 
mee to them ag aun. 
FAB. 239. Diſapbointed MILK MAID. 
| Market upon her Head, ſhe fell to caſting up, al! 
e Way, 


0 


This Mill, ſays ſhe, will bring me ſo much i : 
| 2 | That 


A a Country-Laſs Was ra N a Pail of Milk to 


what a pretty Account that Stock of hers might 
come to in a ſhort time, with a little good Management. F 
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That Money will buy me ſo many Eggs: Thoſe Eggs ſo 
much Poultry; and, with the Fox's Leave, that Poultry 
will make me Miſtreſs of a Pig, which Pig may be im- 
proved into a fat Hog; and that Hog will bring me fo A 
much Money in my Purſe. Now with that Money, I ſhall 1 
quickly ſtrike into a Coao and a Calf: And then, ſays ſhe, 0 
comes a Sqweeth:art / Upon the I ranſport of that 
Thought, down comes the Pail of Milk; which put an 
End to the whole Story of the Eggs, the Poultry, the 
Pig, the Hog, the Cow, the Calf, and all the Whimſies 
that went along with it. 
: = MoR AL. | 

Me ſhould not, as the Proverb ſays, reckon up our Chickens 

before they are hatch'd; that it, not build our Happineſs 

upon à Foundation ſo ſlippery as remote Contingencies. | 

„ EY UE TI. = 

The Milkmaid's Caſe is too much that of all Mankind: | | 
We go on from Project, to Project, from Hope to Hope, as 
f if we were to hve for ever. One Man forms to himſelf 
e this Scheme, another that; and Oh! how happy will each 
c be when he brings his Views to bear! But juſt as they 


© || think themſelves within Reach of all they hop'd and wid, ( 
n | comes Death, another ſort of Sweetheart than the poor 5 
h, I Girl pleaſed herſelf with; down comes all the frothy Milk 9 


ils Jof their airy Expectations, and they have nothing but the 

ut Vanity of their Hopes to contemplate upon, while they 

or | languiſh on a ſick Bed; and at laſt wind up the whole 

er | melancholy Story in the Memento they afford to others, 
ng || how. they build their ſole Happinefs on the tranſitory 
in. | Pleaſures or Amuſements of this uncertain Life, 


5 FAB. 240. There's no To-MoRRO w. 

— Man who had lived a very profligate Life, at length 
ex- being awaken'd by the lively Repreſentations of a 
' be ober Friend, on the Apprehenſions of a feverith Indiſpo- 


ſition, premiſed, That he would heartily ſet about his 

Reformation, and that To-morrow he would ſeriouſly 

I degin it: But the Symptoms going off, and that To-morrow J 
to coming, he till put it off till the next, and ſo he went 9 
ali n from one To-morrow to another; but ſtill he continued ö 
ight his reprobate Life. This his Friend obſerving to him, 1 
\ent. Haid, I am very much concerned to find how little Effect 1 
nev : Iny difintereſted Advice has upon you: But, my F * 
5 et 
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let me tell you, chat ſince your To- morrow never comes, 


nor do you ſeem to intend it ſhall, I wilt believe you no 


more, except you ſet about your Repentance and Amend- 

ment This very Moment: For, to ſay nothing of your 

repeated broken Promiſes, you muſt conſider, that the 

Time that is paſt is no more; That To-morrow is not 

O URS; and 75 Wa N O Weis all we have to 

'boait „ 

| Mog Al. 

That Cb peut of Heart cannot be fincere, bb; fakes 
not immediate Effect, and can be put off till Fo-morroc:. 
The Friend's cloſing ObJervation in the Fable is /o . 
Moral, that We need add nothing to it. 

REFLECTION, 
| Whoever confiders this Emblem, will find it to be his 


own Caſe; we promiſe, and we put off, and we fin, and we 


go on ſinning: But ſtill as our Conſcience checks us for it, 
we take up faint Purpoſes, and half Reſolutions, to do 10 


no more, and to lead a new Life for the future. Thus, 


Wich the young Fellow here, we indulge ourſelves in our 
Pleaſhres from time to time; and when we have trifled 
awaß dur Lives, Day after Day. from one To- morrow 
to another, that ſame To-morrow never comes. This 1s 
the Sluggard's Plea and Practice; the Libertine's, the 
Miſer's; and in ſhort, whoſe is it not? Now, if we would 
but conſider. the Vanity and the Vexation of a lewd 
Courſe of ik; the Impiety firit of entering into Vows, 
which we”intend beforehand not to perform, and after- 
ward of breaking them; the Folly and the Preſumption 
of undertaking ; Xu any thin g that is wholly out of our 
Power; the Neceflity of improving every Moment of 
our Lives; the deſperate and the irreparable Hazard of 
z loſing Opportunities; ; we ſhould! not venture Body and 
Soul upon the Neceſſity of a procraſtinated Repentance, 


And poſtpone the moſt certain Duties of a Man, and of 
2 Chriſtian.” For there is no To-morrow, nor any thing, 


in Truth, but the Feet e chat we can | Call « our 
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let me tell you, that ſince your To- morrow never comes, 

nor do you ſeem to intend it ſhall, I will believe you no 

more, except you ſet about your Repentance and Amend- 
ment This very Moment: For, to ſay nothing of your 
| repeated broken Promiſes, you muſt conſider, that the 

Time that is paſt is no more; That To-morrow is not 

OURS; and te preſent NO et is all we have to 

boaſt of. 

M OR AL. 

That Compunction of Heart cannot be | ncere, a hich fakes 
not immediate E Heck, aud can be put off till Fo-morroc 
The Friend's cloſing Obſervation in the Fable is ſo good « a 
Moral, that ave need add nothing to it. 

REFLECTION, 

Whoever conſiders this Emblem, will find 1 it to be his 
own Caſe; we promiſe, and we put off, and we fin, and we 
go on ſinning: But ſtill as our Conſcience checks us for it, 
we take up faint Purpoſes, and half Reſolutions, to do 10 
no more, and to lead a new Life for the future. Thus, 
with the young Fellow here, we indulge ourſelves in our 
Pleaſures from time to time; and when we have trifled 
away our Lives, Day after Day, from one 'To-morrow 
to another, that ſame To- morrow never comes. Tbis is 
the Sluggard's Plea and Practice; the Libertine's, the 
Miſer's; and in ſhort, whoſe is it not? Now, if we would 
but conſider the Vanity and the Vexation of a lewd 
Courſe of Lis; the Impiety firit of entering into Vows, 
which we'intend beforehand not to perform, and after- 
ward of breaking them ; the Folly and'the Preſumption 
of undertaking 5 any thing that is wholly out of our 
Power; the Neceſſity of improving every Moment ot 
our Lives ; the deſperate and the irreparable Hazard of 

z loſing Opportunities; ; we ſhould not venture Body and 

Soul upon the Neceſſity of a procraſtinated Repentance, 

and poſtpone the moſt certain Duties of a Man, and of 

a Chriſtian. For there is no To-morrow, nor any thing, 

in T ruth, bug the preſent Inſtant, that we can call our 
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